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Wyomissing Park Relighting Ceremony 

Reading, PA – April 26, 2015- The City of Reading cordially invites all residents and neighbors to the 

Wyomissing Park Relighting Ceremony to be held on Orchard Road behind The Villa St. Elizabeth on April 28, 

2015 at 7:30 PM. All guests will be invited to The Villa directly following the ceremony for refreshments and 

entertainment. 

“Upgrading to more energy efficient lights is a large and necessary feat,” commented Mayor Spencer. “It will 

save taxpayer dollars, move us closer to achieving our ambitious sustainability goals, and help us to continue 

reducing City government’s day-to-day costs and improving its operations.”  

The street lighting project began in August, 2014, when an advertisement for bids was sent out. At the end of 

September, Pagoda Electrical signed the contract and two property owners (all that are needed) in the 

neighborhoods signed agreements with the City to allow use of their properties as Service Entrances 

(locations where electrical connections to Met Ed wires for power supplies). These generous people agreed to 

help the City at no cost to the City or the contractor. 

By mid-November, Met-Ed had removed the older poles, light fixtures, and unusable light foundations.  

The project was broken into two geographical sections – Circuit 1 (north of Museum Road) and Circuit 2 

(south of Museum Road). Despite the brutal winter, between December 2014 and February 2015, all of the 

underground work was done for Circuit 1, including the new foundations, directional borings and installation 

of conduits (inner ducts), bypassing of residential natural gas lines, underground street crossings, minor open 

trench excavations and backfills, and certification of usefulness of abandoned Met Ed conduits. Fifty percent 

of this work was completed in Circuit 2 during this same time period. 

March 2015 saw the delivery of the new poles and LED light fixtures. These have been installed in both 

circuits and two new Met Ed service entrances have been completed.  

“It has been a long-term problem that the lights have not worked in this area,” commented Ralph Johnson, 

Director of Public Works. “This was formerly a Met Ed lighting system that the city has taken over and 

replaced under the Spencer Administration.” 

The following organizations and people were responsible for the timely completion and performance of the 

new Wyomissing Park street lighting system. 

 City of Reading – Mayor Vaughn Spencer; Managing Director, Carole Snyder; Director of Public 

Works, Ralph Johnson; and City Council Members. 

 Metropolitan Edison Company – External Affairs Manager Karen Baxter and Regional Engineer Al 

Nerino. 

 Engineering – ECON Opportunities, Inc. – Project Engineer William McMahon, Electrical Engineer 

Steve Gribb and designer Tom Keller. 
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 Construction – Pagoda Electrical Inc. - President Ms Bernie Wrobel and Project Manager Mark Coutts. 

Subcontractor Geothermal Loop Installations – Mike Burns. 
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