
Mayor Vaughn Spencer is the inaugural City 
of Reading Employee to be featured on Lamar 
Advertising’s “I’m a Proud Graduate of Reading 
School District” Electronic Billboards throughout 
Berks County.  Lamar has offered to put any R.S.D. 
graduates on their billboards for free to promote the 

Message from the 
Mayor
Now that Fall 
is upon us, and 
our thoughts 
turn to football 
and getting the 
sweaters out 
of the closet, it 
is budget time 
for us here at 
City Hall.  Each 
department 
must submit a 
budget that is 
cost-effective 

yet continues to provide the quality 
of service that the citizens of Reading 
depend on and deserve.

Although we have accomplished a lot 
this year, my administration is just getting 
started, and I want to assure you that we 
will develop a fiscally responsible budget 
that will cut unnecessary spending while 
funding programs and services that are 
vital to our growth as a city.  We have a 
lot of revenue-generating programs we 
are planning on introducing very soon, 
and are on the verge of breaking ground 
on some major economic development 
projects.  

Our 2013 budget will move Reading 
forward and continue to provide us with a 
great city to live, work and raise a family. 

THINK LOUD DEVELOPMENT  
ANNOUNCES NEXT MAJOR PROJECT
Think Loud 
Development LLC, 
the development 
arm of the York, 
PA multi-platinum 
rock band +Live+, 
announced on 
Wednesday, 
October 5th, that 
it had purchased 
a 4.4 acre tract in 
the Buttonwood 
Gateway 
development, an 
Industrial Park that currently houses 
Sun Rich Fresh Foods and Hydrojet. 
The land will be used to build a 
Technology Center, and will bring 
in much needed construction jobs, 
as well as up to 100 good-paying 
jobs once the project is completed, 
according to Think Loud. 
“This is a great day for the City of 
Reading,” said Mayor Spencer. “This 
is the second major project by Think 
Loud Development, and we as a city 
are grateful that Think Loud is again 
investing in Reading and investing 
in our future. We appreciate their 
commitment and confidence in 
our City. We need other investors 
to follow their lead and bring good 
jobs back to Reading. Thanks to 
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NEW WEB SITE DEBUTS

Think Loud, we have a good start 
with out Economic Development 
and Job Creation efforts. Let’s 
keep the momentum going.” 
The site in a Keystone 
Opportunity Zone, which means 
that no taxes are paid until the 
KOZ status ends. The KOZ makes 
the land attractive to investors, 
but the last parcel of the 
Industrial Park has sat vacant for 
years. Think Loud Development 
previously purchased the Reading 
Outlet Center Building #1 which 
is being refurbished and will 
include market-value apartments.  

(Continued on page 4)
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On Friday, August 31st, the new City of Reading Web Site went live.  
The Information Technology Division worked for almost a year to 
develop and update the site.  Each department is now able to offer 
much more information than it was able to on the old site.  The new 
web site is much easier to navigate, and has an updated and fresh 
look.  The site should be able to answer just about any question that 
you need answered about the City of Reading.  Please check it at the 
same web address, which is www.readingpa.gov. 

SAYING IT PROUD ON A BILLBOARD:  READING SCHOOL 
DISTRICT GRADUATES

success of Reading graduates and the quality education 
they received from the R.S.D.  “It’s a great idea, and I’m 
proud to be the first on the billboards,” said the Mayor.  
“There are a lot of success stories who were educated 
here, and Lamar is doing a great thing by promoting 
them.”

Lamar has offered to put any city employee on the 
billboard, and the Mayor pointed out that there are 
several who work for the city.  “As long as they don’t mind 
seeing themselves along the West Shore Bypass, I’m 
encouraging any R.S.D. grad to submit their picture.  We 
ARE proud to be graduates,” said the Mayor.  Community 
Development Department Manager Daniel Wright was 
recently added to the billboard rotation.

THINK LOUD DEVELOPMENT  
ANNOUNCES NEXT MAJOR PROJECT (continued)
Think Loud Founder and CEO Bill Hynes said the company does not want to divulge the company’s name just yet because 
of competition, but Chad Taylor, Chairman of the Board of Think Loud Holdings, said the project will cost  
about 20 million dollars.
“Strong municipal leaders are essential to growing communities and we believe the Mayor has done an incredible job 
highlighting the vast resources the City of Reading has to offer, and that’s why we’re standing here today,” said Taylor.
“The Mayor was instrumental in the negotiations with the technology company and bringing them here,” said CEO Bill 
Hynes.  “They could have picked one of four cities to come to.  They saw the Mayor’s vision; they saw that Reading isn’t 
done yet.  A lot of people have written Reading off, but they need to come here, and walk around, and eat at some of the 
fine restaurants here.  It’s a vibrant city, and we see that and we’re going to continue to invest in Reading.”




