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NEWS RELEASE 
 

Excitement Builds at Road to Reading’s CRIZ Designation Kick Off Event 
 

Local, State and Federal Officials, Community Leaders and Business Leaders Gather in an 
effort to create strong foundation for application process. 

  
Reading, PA – October 3, 2013 – State Senator Judy Schwank and Mayor Vaughn Spencer welcomed a group of 
approximately 20 comprised of local elected officials, state and federal legislators, business leaders and community 
leaders at a kick-off event this morning, as plans for the City of Reading’s Community Revitalization Improvement 
Zone (CRIZ) program application were unveiled.  The CRIZ, which was created by the General Assembly in July 2013, 
provides 9 third class cities in Pennsylvania the opportunity to create an authority to designate investment zones where 
vacant, blighted or abandoned properties can be redeveloped for commercial use. The guidelines for this program are 
slated to be released at the end of October. Two cities will be identified at the end of 2013 until further CRIZ 
designations can be made by the State in 2016.  
  
At this morning’s event, Senator Schwank and Mayor Spencer shared the details of the CRIZ program and the 
importance of working together in applying for this designation.  Mayor Spencer designated five Committees that will 
work concurrently and cooperatively to address the CRIZ requirements: Organization Committee, Authority 
Committee, Zone and Project Selection Committee, Public Relations and Communications Committee and Application 
Development Committee.   
  
Mayor Spencer shared with attendees that there will be challenges ahead but believes that the expectations he has for 
the working group are realistic and promising. “This is a great opportunity for the City of Reading.  I’m excited to 
collaborate with the individuals that have agreed to participate in this process.  The goal is to work together to create a 
strong and competitive application. Together I believe this is possible.”    
  
For more information on this event, please submit all inquiries via email to media@readingpa.org.  
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