Environmental Advisory Council
Tuesday, October 27, 2015

The regular meeting of the Environmental Advisory Council was held on the
above date for the transaction of general business in the Public Works Center.

EAC members present — P. Ignozzi-Shaffer, A. Molteni, C. Curran-Myers

Others present — S. Katzenmoyer, D. Hoag

CALL TO ORDER
Ms. Curran-Myers called the meeting to order at 12:15 pm.

PUBLIC COMMENT

There were no members of the public present.

Mor. Beane arrived at this time.

MINUTES

Motion was made by Mr. Molteni, seconded by Ms. Ignozzi-Shaffer, to approve
the September 22, 2015 minutes as written. Motion carried unanimously.

Ms. Curran-Myers stated that the EAC’s formal comments on the draft
Comprehensive Plan are included in today’s agenda packet. She stated that
Council appreciated the EAC’s comments. She expressed thanks to the
subcommittee.

Ms. Curran-Myers stated that she informed Council that the EAC was not invited
to participate in the formal process but that there was good conversation after the
hearing. She stated that it was very worthwhile for the EAC to make formal
comment.

Ms. Ignozzi-Shaffer stated that she spoke with Mr. Peiffer after the hearing and he
requested a copy of the EAC’s comments. Ms. Katzenmoyer stated that she
provided the comments to Mr. Peiffer but that she has had no further follow up.

RAIN GARDEN PRESENTATION




Ms. Curran-Myers shared a power point presentation on traditional storm water
management and how that differs from green storm water management. The
presentation stressed the need to diffuse water run-off and to have soil infiltration.

Mr. Johnson arrived during the presentation.

Ms. Hoag noted her hope to install a rain garden in the triangle next to the Reading
Hospital School of Nursing. Mr. Johnson noted his support of this project.

Ms. Curran-Myers stated that this would be a great site. She stated that the biggest
expense would be removing the asphalt. She suggested that there are many local
partners who would assist with the project.

Ms. Curran-Myers stated that Mr. Myers is working with Reading Hospital as an
anchor institution and she will recommend that he start the conversation.

Ms. Hoag stated that there are several other traffic islands where rain gardens can
be installed.

Ms. Curran-Myers expressed the belief that this is an excellent project and that it
should be a priority in 2016.

Ms. Ignozzi-Shaffer suggested that a “Go Fund Me” account be established for
fundraising.

Ms. Curran-Myers stated that there are also grant funds through WREN and
DCNR.

Ms. Hoag stated that the projects will also assist with the City’s MS4 requirements
and improve the Wyomissing Creek Watershed.

Ms. Curran-Myers suggested that a professional developer be used.
Mr. Johnson explained that he tried to get this type of project in as part of the Penn
St Bridge project but that RACC did not feel it was a priority. He stated that the

triangle will remain and will contain plantings.

Ms. Hoag stated that the gateway project on Rockland St may contain center
islands which can be rain gardens.



Ms. Curran-Myers requested volunteers for this new subcommittee. Ms. Ignozzi-
Shaffer, Mr. Beane, and Ms. Hoag agreed to work with Ms. Curran-Myers on this
project.

Mr. Johnson requested that the subcommittee work on writing the specs to hire
the consultants so that it can be bid more quickly. Ms. Curran-Myers agreed and
stated that the subcommittee can also provide narrative and an artist rendering of
the project.

RECYCLING UPDATE

Mr. Twyman was not present to provide an update.

ORDINANCE REVIEW

Ms. Curran-Myers explained that she testified at the public hearing and also made
a second presentation to Council at its Committee of the Whole meeting to further
address issues raised at the hearing. She stated that Council passed both Zoning
amendments and she congratulated the subcommittee on their work. She stated
that work on the Steep Slope amendment continues.

CITY OWNED DAMS
Ms. Hoag stated that the RFP opening for the work is scheduled for November 6
at 2 pm.

Ms. Katzenmoyer stated that she will attend the opening and share the results with
the EAC.

STORM WATER ISSUES
No report.

BCTV

Mr. Beane stated that the taping of the October program went very well. He
explained that Mr. Molteni made all the arrangements and the taping occurred at
Northeast Middle School. He stated that four students involved in the Eco Club
discussed club projects and environmental issues.

Mr. Beane suggested that the November topic be rain gardens. He suggested that
Ms. Keppen assist and that the program be taped again.

Ms. Curran-Myers stated that the City of Philadelphia’s website contains many



good photos and videos about rain gardens.

Ms. Ignozzi-Shaffer questioned education on rain gardens. Ms. Curran-Myers
stated that this will begin in 2016.

STRATEGIC PLANNING
No report.

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

Ms. Curran-Myers stated that formal comments were submitted. She stated that

the draft plan contains many future projects that the EAC is already addressing.

STATE OF THE ENVIRONMENT BREAKFAST
Ms. Hoag reminded all of the breakfast on November 12.

Ms. Curran-Myers suggested that the group try to sit together.

NEXT MEETING

The next regular meeting of the Environmental Advisory Council will be held on
Tuesday, November 24 at noon at the Public Works Building.

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 1:41 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by
Shelly Katzenmoyer, CMC
Deputy City Clerk
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