City Council Activity Report
June 2010

Councilors

Vaughn D. Spencer, President of Council

Francis Acosta, City Council District 1

Marcia Goodman-Hinnershitz, City Council District 2
Dennis Sterner, City Council District 3

Stratton Marmarou, City Council District 4

Donna Reed, City Council District 5

Jeffrey Waltman, City Council District 6

Topics under Discussion and Consideration
City Business

* Review and discuss Act 47 Recovery Plan and recovery initiatives

* Discuss renewal of bottling plant zoning permit

* Discussed need for the establishment of a Recreation Commission.

* Refine Council Policy regarding Public Comment at Committee of the Whole
Sessions, Work Sessions, and Committee Meetings. Direct Council staff to draft
advisement for all agendas.

* Review requirement for Council to approve all traffic changes and regulations
via ordinance.

* Review draft of new zoning ordinance prepared by the City’s Zoning Committee
and consultant from URDC.

Legislation under Consideration

Ordinance - approving the enactment of the new City of Reading Zoning Ordinance. Due to
the size of the ordinance the summary is attached to the agenda. A full copy of the
ordinance and the proposed map can be accessed on the City’s website at
www.readingpa.gov under the Info & Downloads tab

Ordinance - authorizing the Mayor to execute any and all documents required to effectuate
the transfer of ownership of certain premises situate in Ontelaunee Township, Berks
County, PA from the City of Reading to Ontelaunee Township (Law) Introduced at the
June 15 regular meeting

Ordinances - to reestablish the LERTA and ReTAP tax abatement programs



Legislation Adopted

Bill No. 26-2010 - to approve the Act 47 Coordinator’s Recovery Plan (PFM) Introduced
at the May 24 regular meeting Adopted 6-11-10 Special Meeting

Bill No. 25-2010 -amending the process for denials of requests and appeals regarding
access for public records of the City of Reading (Law) Introduced at the May 24 regular
meeting Adopted 6-15-10 Regular Meeting

Resolution - authorizing the City of Reading to apply for a Regional Peer-to-Peer
Feasibility Study Assistance Grant on cooperation for municipal parks and community
recreation programs, and to create a joint study committee at a cost not to exceed $1,000
(Recreation Task Force) Adopted 6-15-10 Regular Meeting

Resolution - authorizing the Mayor to execute a FFY2010 (36th CD year - January 1, 2010 -
December 31, 2010) Action Plan amendment to add the Street Paving Project and allow the
Community Development Department to extend a float loan to the project (Community
Development) Adopted 6-15-10 Regular Meeting

Resolution - to permit the City of Reading to apply for HUD Brownfields Economic
Development Initiative (BEDI) grant and HUD Section 108 guaranteed loan funds for
renovations in the neighborhood around the Goggleworks (Community Development)
Adopted 6-15-10 Regular Meeting

Bill No. 27-2010 - establishing a quality of life violation ticket process for violation of
specifically identified City Code provisions by amending Chapter 5 - Code Enforcement of
the City of Reading Codified Ordinances by adding a Part 14 (Police) Introduced at the
June 11 Special Meeting Adopted 6-28-10 Regular Meeting

Resolution - confirming Carl E. Geffken as Director of Administrative Services in
accordance with Article VI, Section 603 of the City of Reading Home Rule Charter as
amended (Law) Adopted 6-28-10 Regular Meeting

Resolution - That the Stipulation to Amend Decision of the City of Reading Zoning Hearing
Board, attached hereto as Exhibit “A,” in resolution of the matter of Reading Parking
Authority, Appellant v. Zoning Hearing Board of the City of Reading, Appellee and Greater
Berks Development Fund and the City of Reading, Interveners, Berks County Court of
Common Pleas Docket No. 09-13041 Civil Action - Land Use Appeal is approved (Law)
Adopted 6-28-10 Regular Meeting



Committee Discussion Topics
Finance Committee
e Collection of delinquent misc. taxes, fines and recycling/solid waste fees — Per
Capita data transmitted to Linebarger; face value of $1M; EIT data transmitted in
early June showing approx 6,000 people who have not filed EIT returns with the
City. Housing Permit data is expected to be transmitted in July
e Review Tax Abatement Program Ordinances for residential and commercial

properties — provides property tax abatement over a ten year period. Taxes are
phased back by 10% each year over the ten year period

e Review May Finance Reports — Hansen upgrade underway to permit Cash
Management Reporting

Public Safety Committee

e Discussion on requiring property insurance at all residential and commercial
properties. Solicitor directed to prepare the ordinance to require all properties to
have property insurance.

e Review Codes Ticketing Ordinance, enacted 6-28-2010, to allow ticketing, rather
than Notice of Violation and Citation for various quality of life violations such as
high grass/weeds, nuisance vehicles, operating a vending cart illegally, etc.

e Review noise quality of life issues caused by motor vehicles

Public Works Committee
e Review Egleman’s Park agreement and other agreements with various
organizations who use city facilities
e Review future use of old Police Academy building in City Park
e Review installation of stop sign at N 13* and Richmond Sts

Administrative Oversight Committee
e Held one (1) reappointment interview
e Request Council staff to amend boards, authorities and commissions ordinances
to provide consistent removal procedures.

Hearings & Meetings Held

* Act 47 Special Meetings

* Public Hearing considering the request of Quaker Maid Meats to rezone the 500
blocks of Crestmont and Arlington Streets. Note: the request was approved. The
public hearing for the zoning map change is scheduled for August 24th



