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BILL NO. ,éz 2015

AN ORDINANCE

AN ORDINANCE RE-ENACTING LOCAL FIREARMS REGULATIONS, IN
PART, LOCATED WITHIN CHAPTER 219 AND REPEALED BY BILL NO. 2-
2015

THE CITY OF READING CITY COUNCIL HEREBY ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1. Re-enacting local firearms regulations, in part, located within
Chapter 219 repealed by Bill No. 2-2015, as follows:

§ 219-101. Definitions.
As used in this Part, the following words shall have the meanings indicated:

DISCHARGE — The expulsion of a projectile from a firearm or the operation of a
firearm in such a manner so as to lead one to reasonably conclude, by sight or sound, that
a projectile was expelled from a firearm. If the firearm used is capable of the expulsion of
a projectile, its firing alone shall be sufficient to constitute a discharge and no further
proof of the expulsion of a projectile shall be necessary.

FIREARM — Any device which is designed and intended to expel a projectile by action
of gun powder, any other explosive, compressed air, compressed gas or mechanical
device, including any device which, when discharged, would by sound or otherwise: lead
another to reasonably conclude by sight or sound that the device expelled a projectile; or
give the appearance of the expulsion of a projectile even though no expulsion of a
projectile occurred. By way of example and not limitation, items that are to be considered
firearms under this Part include guns, pistols, rifles and shotguns. The definition of
"firearm" shall not be deemed to include items that are traditionally considered to be
children's toys when used in the manner for which they were designed. The definition of
"firearm" shall not include starter pistols when used in the manner in

which they were intended; i.e., to signify the start of a race or other similar event.
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§ 219-103. Discharge of firearms. [Amended 12-22-2008 by Ord. No. 63-2008]




A. Except in necessary defense of person or property, or as provided in the exceptions set
forth in Subsection B of this section, it shall be unlawful for any person to use, fire, or
discharge any gun or other firearm within the City.
B. The following acts shall not constitute a violation as set forth in this section:
(1) The discharge of a firearm by a law enforcement officer or military
personnel acting within the line of duty including, but not limited to, active
operations, training exercises and ceremonies.
(2) The discharge of a firearm for purposes of hunting or other activities
regulated by and conducted in accordance with the Game and Wildlife Code of
Pennsylvania, 34 Pa.C.S.A. § 101 et seq.
(3) The discharge of a firearm within a properly constructed and legally
permitted firing range duly established within the City of Reading.
(4) The discharge of a firearm at an event, for which the party organizing or
promoting such event has obtained a special permit issued by the Chief of Police
of the City of Reading.

§ 219-104. Use of air rifles, bow and arrows or similar devices restricted. [Amended
Ord. No. 63-2008]

A. Except as provided in Subsection B of this section, it shall be unlawful for any
person to discharge any air rifle, air pistol, spring gun, spring pistol, BB gun, bow
and arrow, or similar device, or any implement that is not a firearm but which
impels a pellet of any kind with a force that can reasonably be expected to cause
bodily harm, at any place within the City, except as provided in this section, and
except on a target range which is properly constructed to trap or stop the projectile
as ascertained by the Chief of Police.

B. The following acts shall not constitute a violation as set forth in this section:

(1) The discharge of a firearm by a law enforcement officer or military personnel
acting within the line of duty including, but not limited to, active operations,
training exercises and ceremonies.

(2) The discharge of a firearm for purposes of hunting or other activities regulated by
and conducted in accordance with the Game and Wildlife Code of Pennsylvania,
34 Pa.C.S.A. § 101 et seq.

(3) The discharge of a firearm within a properly constructed and legally permitted
firing range duly established within the City of Reading.

(4) The discharge of a firearm at an event, for which the party organizing or
promoting such event has obtained a special permit issued by the Chief of Police
of the City of Reading.

§ 219-105. Permits for limited discharge of firearms. [Amended 12-22-2008 by Ord.
No. 63-2008]

The Chief of Police of the City of Reading may issue a permit to allow the limited
discharge of firearms for events or activities within the City of Reading, upon application




of the party responsible for the organization or promotion of such event or activity. The
Chief of Police shall only issue a permit once he/she has determined in his/her judgment
that adequate safety measures have been or will be taken such that the discharge of
firearms during the event or activity will not pose a significant risk to the health and
safety of the residents of the City, or the participants and spectators during the event or
activity. The issuance of a permit under this section shall not be unreasonably withheld or
delayed. By way of example and not limitation, the events or activities for which permits
may be issued include target shooting competitions or demonstrations, fireworks
demonstrations and block shoots.

§ 219-106. Violations and penalties. [Amended 12-22-2008 by Ord. No. 63-20082]
Any person who shall violate any provision of this chapter shall, upon conviction thereof,
be fined $1,000 for each offense and the cost of prosecution and shall be ordered to pay
restitution, in an amount determined by the court, for damages to person or properties
suffered by a victim as a result of the violation of this Part Chapter and shall serve a term
of imprisonment of not to exceed 90 days for each offense. Each discharge as defined
herein shall constitute a separate and distinct offense, and sentences therefore shall be
imposed for each offense. and-may-notrun-concurrenthy-butmust run-consecutively-to
each-other. The fines collected by the Magisterial District Judge for a violation of
provisions of this chapter shall be paid over to the City of Reading.

SECTION 2. This ordinance shall become effective in ten (10) days of approval
in accordance with Section 221 of the City of Reading Home Rule Charter.
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