BILL {/ 5 -2014

AN ORDINANCE

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE TRANSFER OF FUNDS WITHIN THE 2014
BUDGET FOR THE CHARTER BOARD AND THE COUNCIL OFFICE.

THE CITY OF READING CITY COUNCIL HEREBY ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS:
SECTION 1. Authorizing the fotal transfer of $205,000 from the Contingency Fund (01-
14-91-4739) by placing $95,000 in the Charter Board line (01-17-91-4777) and $105,000
in the Council Office Legal Expenses line (01-02-09-4224)

SECTION 2. This ordinance shall become effective ten (10) days after its adoption, in
accordance with Sections 219 & 221 of the City of Reading Home Rule Charter.
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The override of the veto was approved by the following vote:

Yays: Goodman-Hinnershitz, Marmarou,Reed, Sterner, Waltman, Acosta - 6
Nays: Daubert -1




Executive Office of the Mayor
Vaughn D. Spencer

October 2,2014

MEMORANDUM

TO: City Council

SUBJECT: Mayoral Veto of Bill #69-2014

I have decided to exercise my veto for Bill #69-2014, authorizing the total transfer of
$205,000 from the Contingency Fund (01-14-91-4739). This transfer is an attempt to co-
mingle two separate issues: $95,000 for legal expenses of the Charter Board and $105,000
for legal expenses of City Council.

The Charter Board is rightfully able to request additional funding for legal expenses
necessary to carry out their mandate, and that { cannot oppose. However, the justification
for the transfer to cover Council-related legal expenses, including the conflict with the
administration and authorization from the Solicitor, do not hold.

On April 23, 2014 the City Solicitor opined to Council that there was not a conflict of
interest regarding Council’s termination of the lease with RAWA and retracted a prior
authorization to proceed in hiring outside counsel. Furthermore, Council failed to follow
the City's own procurement process in selecting their attorneys through an RFP.

Because Council’s actions were not deemed proper in accordance with the City Code, |
cannot authorize either the transfer or payment of money for all related legal expenses.
And since [ cannot enact a line-item veto against the Council Office legal expense line (01-
, I havé no alternative but to veto the entire bill.
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