
  
Monday, May 18, 2015 

Meeting Report 
 

Attendance:  D. Sterner, S. Marmarou 
 
Others Attending:  S. Katzenmoyer, F. Denbowski 
 
The meeting was called to order at 4:10 pm by Mr. Marmarou. 
 
I. Interviews 
 
R. David Myers (appointment – CRIZ Authority) 
  
Mr. Marmarou questioned what Mr. Myers felt the purpose of the CRIZ Authority is.  Mr. Myers 
expressed the belief that CRIZ will help Reading prosper.  He stated that it is a State program to 
promote economic development.  He stated that the City will choose up to 162 acres as CRIZ 
zones and businesses that locate there will receive tax abatements. 
 
Mr. Marmarou questioned why Mr. Myers was interested in serving on the CRIZ Authority.  Mr. 
Myers stated that economic development is important to Reading and that the City has great 
bones to get this process started. 
 
Mr. Marmarou questioned if Mr. Myers had any projects in mind.  Mr. Myers explained that he is 
not a developer but that he has some experience with development.  He explained that he has 
many connections at the State level if they are needed throughout the process. 
 
Mr. Marmarou questioned if Mr. Myers would have a problem attending meetings.  Mr. Myers 
stated that he would not. 
 
Mr. Sterner questioned where Mr. Myers believes the CRIZ zones should be located.  Mr. Myers 
stated that the Penn St corridor is an obvious place but that Schuylkill Ave, Morgantown Rd and 
Lancaster Ave would also be appropriate.  He noted the need to revitalize downtown overall. 
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Mr. Marmarou questioned the number of members currently seated.  Ms. Katzenmoyer stated 
that nine members are seated on the eleven member authority. 
 
Mr. Marmarou questioned if they are currently meeting.  Ms. Katzenmoyer stated that they are.  
Mr. Myers stated that he has attended meetings and the authority is very active. 
 
The Nominations and Appointments Committee recommends the appointment of R. David 
Myers to the CRIZ Authority. 
 
Mr. Marmarou initiated a discussion about trash complaints at Albright Court.  Mr. Denbowski 
stated that he will follow up. 
 
Elizabeth Stanley (reappointment – Charter Board) 
 
Mr. Sterner questioned why Ms. Stanley was interested in continuing to serve on the Charter 
Board.  Ms. Stanley stated that it is important for boards to have continuity and a full 
complement.  She stated that staggered terms help so that all board members are not new at the 
same time.  She noted the need for institutional knowledge.  She stated that she was originally 
appointed in 2004 and that the Board has gone through many changes since that time.  She stated 
that the Board is strong and does good work. 
 
Mr. Marmarou stated that there has been much controversy around the Charter Board.  He 
questioned if there was a better way to resolve complaints without spending high amounts of 
funding.  Ms. Stanley stated that the best way is not to violate the Charter.  She explained that 
many times the complainant and the subject are not willing or able to resolve the issue outside 
the investigation/hearing process.  She explained that even if mediation could be successful, the 
Charter violation may remain.  She also explained that once the complaint is filed, it is the 
Charter Board’s responsibility to see that it is addressed. 
 
Mr. Marmarou stated that a mediation process has been discussed in the past.  He expressed the 
belief that the complaint process became personal between the parties.  He stated that this was 
embarrassing and costly to the City.  He noted that mediation and communication are better 
ways to resolve issues. 
 
Mr. Sterner stated that the Charter has many vague areas.  He noted the need for better clarity.  
Ms. Stanley stated that this is the role of the Charter Review Commission.  She stated that they 
review the language and suggest changes.  She stated that the only way the Charter can be 
changed is by the voters.  She stated that the Charter Board must enforce the language the way it 
is written. 
 
Mr. Marmarou questioned how many attorneys the Charter Board has.  Ms. Stanley stated that it 
has one solicitor. (Note:  The Charter Board also has an attorney who acts as its investigative officer.) 
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Ms. Stanley explained that most of the complaints that are filed go through the process and are 
not appealed.  She stated that the Charter Board was formed so that Charter complaints did not 
go directly to the Court system in the hope that issues would be resolved without having to go to 
the Court of Common Pleas.  She noted that the law requires an appeal process of decisions and 
again stated that the best way to avoid complaints is not to violate the Charter. 
 
Mr. Sterner stated that there must be follow through once the complaint is filed.  He stated that 
there are too many gray areas in the Charter.  He noted how attorneys can argue that the same 
language means several different things.  Ms. Stanley stated that the Board also looks at other 
laws and relevant court cases. 
 
Mr. Sterner questioned mediation of complaints.  Ms. Stanley stated that there are opportunities 
for resolution before litigation.  She explained that once the investigative officer submits the 
findings report to the Board, the subject can accept the penalty and take corrective action.  She 
stated that not all complaints are appealed to the Courts. 
 
Ms. Stanley reviewed the Charter Board’s annual report noting the number of complaints 
received and the number which went to hearing and appeal.  She stated that most complaints are 
complete without appeal. 
 
The Nominations and Appointments Committee recommends the reappointment of Elizabeth 
Stanley to the Charter Board. 
 
David Farrar (appointment – Main Street Board) 
 
Mr. Marmarou questioned the next big event at the arena.  Mr. Farrar stated that it will be quiet 
for a time as there will be several graduations and the Jehovah’s Witnesses will be back through 
the summer. 
 
Mr. Marmarou questioned why Mr. Farrar was interested in serving on the Main Street Board.  
Mr. Farrar stated that Reading has a great opportunity to improve its downtown.  He expressed 
the belief that the arena should be a partner in making improvements.  He noted the need to 
improve County residents’ perception of downtown Reading. 
 
Mr. Marmarou expressed the belief that people who are invested in the downtown should serve 
in this capacity.  He stated that they understand the issues first hand.  Mr. Farrar stated that he is 
downtown often.  He stated that he hears many times that people don’t want to come into 
Reading. 
 
Mr. Marmarou described the problem with patrons of the arena dropping off handicapped 
individuals on Penn St and receiving tickets.  He stated that this is bad public relations.   
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Mr. Marmarou questioned if Mr. Farrar had any suggestions to improve Penn St.  Mr. Farrar 
noted the need for additional lighting and for more businesses to open on weekends and stay 
open into the evening. 
 
Mr. Sterner questioned the progress of the Penn St lighting project.  Mr. Denbowski stated that it 
is being done in phases.  Ms. Katzenmoyer stated that there was a bid opening for this project last 
week. 
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz arrived at this time. 
 
Mr. Sterner questioned if the opening of the hotel would affect the types of events at the arena.  
Mr. Farrar stated that he is working with Mr. Poole to determine the effect of the hotel on the 
arena. 
 
Mr. Sterner questioned if the hotel would attract more people to arena events.  Mr. Farrar stated 
that the hotel will bring more people downtown but stated that it is unknown at this time if more 
people will attend events. 
 
Mr. Marmarou stated that this committee discussed traffic flow in the past.  Mr. Farrar stated that 
he has not received any complaints about traffic flow.  Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz expressed the 
belief that problems will begin once the Penn St Bridge is under construction. 
 
There was a discussion about the need for people to have a place to go after events so that they 
do not have to fight congestion in the parking garages.   
 
Mr. Marmarou stated that while he was at an event in the arena, a mouse scurried around 
people’s food.   
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz suggested that perhaps vendors could be outside the arena after 
events for people to spend some time before walking to the parking garages.   
 
Mr. Marmarou stated that he has had people suggest that vendors set up along the outer wall of 
the arena on 7th St. 
 
Mr. Sterner noted the importance of communication between the many parties working to 
improve the downtown. 
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz noted the need for all City officials to patronize the new hotel. 
 
Mr. Marmarou questioned if Mr. Farrar would be available to attend meetings.  Mr. Farrar stated 
that he would. 
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The Nominations and Appointments Committee recommends the appointment of David 
Farrar to the Main Street Board. 
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz stated that the greening of downtown needs to be better coordinated.  
She stated that the process is inconsistent and needs to be addressed.  She stated that downtown 
needs to be visually attractive. 
 
Mr. Farrar stated that the arena has a large staff and that he would be willing to have them work 
on this project. 
 
The Nominations and Appointments Committee adjourned at 5:02 pm.   

 
 Respectfully Submitted by, 

Shelly Katzenmoyer, CMC 
Deputy City Clerk 
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