CITY COUNCIL

Strategic Planning Committee

Monday, September 16, 2013
Meeting Report

Attending: J. Waltman, Chair; F. Acosta, M. Goodman-Hinnershitz, D. Sterner, D. Reed, R.
Corcoran, S. Marmarou

Others Attending: L. Kelleher, C. Snyder, C. Younger, E. Lloyd, V. Spencer, D. Cituk, G. Mann,
L. Murin, M. Bembenick, C. Zale, D. Pottiger

The meeting was called to order by Mr. Waltman.

Memorials in City Parks

Ms. Kelleher stated that there has been a recent increase in requests for memorials in City Parks.
She stated that at the last Strategic Planning Committee meeting, Mr. Sterner suggested that an
internal committee be formed to review requests and make recommendations about new
installations and the care and maintenance of existing memorials. She suggested forming a
committee that includes Ms. Johnson from HARB, Andrew Miller from Planning, Mr. Ruyak
from Public Works, Mr. Derr from Veterans Affairs and a representative from the Council office
to review requests and make a recommendation to Council.

Ms. Kelleher noted that currently those who apply are expected to meet with HARB, then meet
with Planning and finally seek Council approval, which is inefficient and time consuming for the

applicant.

Mr. Spencer expressed the belief that there is no need to form a committee due to the low number
of requests that are made. Ms. Kelleher cited the three most recent requests.

Mr. Sterner noted the need to coordinate the maintenance of the existing memorials with various
veterans groups, which can be accessed through Mr. Derr.

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz stated that a request to rename Veterans Grove is forthcoming.

Mr. Spencer stated that the current practice is sufficient.



Mr. Waltman asked Ms. Kelleher to draft a resolution for consideration by the Standards of
Living committee.

CDC

Mr. Murin stated that the Mayor will be holding a press conference on Wednesday morning to
announce the formation of a private CDC in combination with five of the current municipal
authorities. He stated that a draft MOU is being circulated amoung the authorities and the MOU
will require authority board approval. He explained that CDCs can be formed privately or with
Council approval.

Mr. Murin stated that the concept for the CDC developed during the visit to Detroit last year and
was discussed during the economic development summit with the authorities in the spring. He
stated that at the summit the group discussed the various deficiencies in economic development
within the City. He stated that the Redevelopment Authority is understaffed and has focused
solely on larger projects, which leaves smaller, grass-root projects unaddressed.

Mr. Murin stated that the CDC will become a component of the Mayor’s office and an executive
director to manage the CDC will be hired. All authorities will be funding the CDC.

Ms. Reed objected to using public funds without Council approval. Mr. Murin stated that there
are various things the Mayor can do without obtaining Council approval. He stated that
appointments to the CDC will be made by the Mayor. He likened the composition of the CDC to
an authority.

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz stated that she will be submitting her comments in writing. She
suggested that the Mayor use the same appointment process used for all other Boards,
Authorities and Commissions.

The meeting adjourned at approximately 7:50 pm.
Respectfully Submitted by,

Linda A. Kelleher CMC
City Clerk



