COMMITTEE of the WHOLE
CITY COUNCIL

MINUTES
July 16, 2012
5:00 P.M.

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT:
F. Acosta, D. Reed, J. Waltman, D. Sterner, R. Corcoran, S. Marmarou, M. Goodman-
Hinnershitz

OTHERS PRESENT:
L. Kelleher, S. Katzenmoyer, C. Younger, C. Jones, C. Snyder, H. Tangredi, D. Cituk, C. Zale, L.
Murin

The Committee of the Whole meeting was called to order at 5:03 pm by Council Vice President
Goodman-Hinnershitz.

I. Installation of External UGI Meters

Becky Eshbach and Kurt Zielaskowski from UGI were in attendance.

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz stated that Council has been discussing the meter installation since
the start of the project on Cotton St.

Ms. Eshbach explained that UGI is installing these external meters in all their territories. She
stated that the main reason for installation is safety and that all meters contain an excess flow
valve which will turn the meter off if it is damaged. She stated that the external meters also
allow better access by UGL

Mr. Spencer arrived at this time.
Ms. Eshbach explained that the meters are paintable and can be masked by landscaping when

able. She stated that the installation is in anticipation of a PUC ruling. She stated that there is
an exception for meters in federally regulated historic districts.



Mr. Waltman stated that the main reason for installation is safety but noted the bad
appearance of the meters. He noted his hope that there is a smaller, more efficient meter. He
stated that these meters are a large change to this urban area. Ms. Eshbach stressed that the
meters are being installed for safety reasons.

Mr. Waltman questioned how often safety issues arise in the City of Reading. Ms. Eshbach
was not able to provide this information and stated that the installation is precautionary.

Mr. Waltman stated that the external meters give UGI easier access to meters. He noted his
hope for alternative solutions especially in Reading’s historic districts. He stated that in some
instances, these meters occupy 1/2 of resident’s sidewalk area. Ms. Eshbach stated that UGI
complies with all building codes.

Mr. Waltman stated that a solution will not be found discussing this issue at one meeting. He
suggested finding a middle ground to move the project forward. He noted the need for the
PUC to have a more adaptable plan. Ms. Eshbach stated that safety measures change over
time and UGI must comply with PUC regulations.

Chief Heim arrived at this time.

Mr. Zielaskowski explained that the meters are necessary to change the pressure in the main to
the pressure needed in the building. He stressed that this is an increased safety measure.

Mr. Waltman stated that the meters appear obscure and do not appear to meet today’s
technology standards. He questioned if this was the best technology to address the issue. Ms.
Eshbach stated that if another meter is chosen, it must be tested by the PUC before installation.

Mr. Waltman questioned what UGI was doing in other communities. He noted the
appearance of these meters in front of row homes. Ms. Eshbach stated that encasing the
meters is acceptable but takes even more sidewalk space. She stated that other meters have
not been approved by the PUC but noted her willingness to address the issue.

Mr. Spencer stated that the historic exemption may also be removed by the PUC.

Ms. Snyder questioned when the PUC issued this regulation change. Ms. Eshbach stated that
it is expected to be issued in several months.

Ms. Snyder questioned when the regulation change would be in effect. Ms. Eshbach stated
that it would be an ongoing upgrade.

Ms. Snyder noted the design and size of the meters. Ms. Eshbach agreed that these meters are
not aesthetically pleasing but again stated that meters need to be approved by the PUC.



Ms. Snyder questioned the timeframe for implementation. She requested that UGI slow their
installation until other options have been explored. Ms. Eshbach noted her willingness to
address this issue and work with the City.

Ms. Marmarou stated that he is aware of a pending lawsuit regarding the meters. He stated
that a resident has broken his ankle on the meter and questioned who is responsible. Ms.
Eshbach stated that UGI owns the piping up to the meter but that the meter and internal
piping are the responsibility of the property owner.

Mr. Acosta noted that safety is a concern for Reading residents. He noted the need to weigh
the complaints against the safety of residents. He noted that UGI will be mandated to install
the meters but noted the need for the meters to be smaller and more aesthetically pleasing.

Ms. Reed stated that some homes in the City have the ability to mask the meters with
landscaping but many do not. She noted the need for the meters to have a better appearance.

Mr. Waltman noted that no one wants to forgo safety. He noted his agreement with Ms.
Snyder and the need to slow the project down until other alternatives are found. He noted
that there may be other meters that are more appropriate in urban settings. He requested a
timeline and other options available.

Mr. Acosta stated that external meters have been installed in Washington DC. He suggested
that UGI investigate the type of meters installed there and compare them to the ones being
used in Reading. Ms. Eshbach stated that she is willing to look at the meters used in
Washington DC.

Mr. Sterner agreed with the need to slow the project down and investigate other options.

Mr. Jones stated that the meter replacement is tied to replacement of gas mains. He requested
that Ms. Eshbach explain this. Ms. Eshbach stated that as UGI is working to meet the new
mandates and maintain its capital assets, it identifies mains in need of replacement on an
annual basis. She stated that this analysis is used to determine when and where the meters are
installed. She stated that UGI works with PennDOT as needed.

Mr. Spencer suggested that UGI provide a map to Council showing the areas being replaced.
Ms. Eshbach stated that she will email the map.

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz stated that the project began on Cotton St. She stated that there has
been a lack of information provided to neighborhoods. She stated that she will be holding a
public meeting in the near future and requested that UGI representatives attend to hear the
issues first hand. She questioned how the installation would affect the condition of City
streets. Mr. Zielaskowski explained that PennDOT has approved all their projects. Mr. Jones
stated that the City coordinates paving projects with UGI.
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Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz requested a copy of the map and further discussion on the issue.

Mr. Waltman noted the need for Reading to understand the approach taken in Allentown and
Lancaster and to understand the PUC rulings and regulations.

Mr. Jones expressed thanks to the UGI representatives for attending the meeting.
The Committee of the Whole meeting adjourned at 5:32 pm.

Respectfully Submitted by
Linda A. Kelleher, CMC, City Clerk



