City of Reading
City Council
Work Session
Monday, March 15, 2010

Councilors Attending: V. Spencer, F. Acosta, M. Goodman-Hinnershitz, D.
Sterner, S. Marmarou, D. Reed, ]J. Waltman

Others Attending: W. Heim, C. Younger, L. Kelleher, R. Hottenstein
Mr. Spencer called the work session to order at 7:16 pm.
Managing Directors Report

Mr. Hottenstein distributed the report to Council at the Work Session covering
the following:

e Cherry Blossom Fesitival

e Centre Park Egg Hunt on April 3*¢ at noon

e Doorbuster sale at the Artifacts Bank on April 24" from 9am-3pm
e PLCM High School essay contest

Ms. Reed noted that the local census is seeking Council volunteers to ride the
trolley on Saturday, March 20%. She also stressed the need for all City residents
to fill out their census form. She stated that the City receives approximately
$1,400 in federal funds per year, per resident. She explained that the census is a
snapshot each ten (10) years of the population in all the municipalities across the
country. She stated that the school population shows Reading’s population is far
greater than that yielded with the 2000 count. She also explained the use of
Berks Complete Count and Reading Complete Count to encourage the response
to census data collection.

Mr. Acosta described the effort to interface with various communities who avoid
being counted. Ms Reed noted the use of community members to assist in door-
to-door census visits. Mr. Waltman requested a copy of the census outreach
plan. Ms. Reed noted that historically there has been an undercount during the
census in many communities by those who mistrust government. She noted that
census forms are confidential for 72 years, and cannot be obtained through Right
To Know. She stated that the 1940 census forms will not be open records until
2012.



Great American Cleanup
Solid Waste and Recycling Coordinator Frank Denbowski, Geoff Zolna, and Dale
Gresh joined the meeting.

Mr. Denbowksi introduced the Great American Cleanup scheduled for April 17t.
He stated that this is the 17" annual Great American Cleanup in the City of
Reading. He stated that the Great American Cleanup is sponsored by Reading
Beautification (RBI). He noted that 34-35 groups of volunteers have signed up to
participate. He stated that is rain or shine.

RBI President Dale Gresh asked Council for ideas and sought their assistance to
increase the volunteer pool and identify areas that require attention.

Mr. Waltman inquired if a deliberate outreach program to seek volunteers is
occurring in the City schools. Mr. Denbowski stated that a different approach is
taken with schools due to the difficulties with obtaining school wide
participation on Saturdays. He stated that RBI is working separately with
schools to create programs during the school week.

Mr. Marmarou stated that he will be working with the College Heights
Community Council on April 17%. He inquired if equipment is available. Mr.
Denbowski stated that rakes, shovels, bags, gloves, vests, etc. are available and
can be obtained the week before the event or at RACC on the day of the event.
Mr. Geffken also noted the need for volunteers to assist with registration and
distribution of equipment. He stated that a celebration with refreshments and
entertainment is planned for the Riverfront area at the end of the day. Councilor
Goodman-Hinnershitz thanked RBI for continuing to organize this event. She
noted the great participation by southeast community groups such as the
Fairview Mennonite Church. She encouraged groups to pick up the necessary
equipment before the day of the event.

Mr. Acosta and Mr. Waltman both suggested cleanup areas in District 1 and
District 6.

Mr. Spencer stressed that this event is for litter cleanup, not a household spring
cleaning. He stated that in prior years residents have placed large items curbside

for collection. He stated that this is not a household spring cleaning event.

Ms. Reed inquired if groups will be assigned to collect litter along the highways.



Mr. Denbowski reported that PennDOT is handling the highways individually;
however they have donated equipment.

Special Events Ordinance Review

Chief Heim stated that this ordinance was developed in cooperation with the
Council office. He said that this ordinance represents great cooperation between
the Police Department, Council office and City management. He stated that this
draft is available for Council review and refinement. Mr. Waltman stated that
this ordinance was brought about by some events that have created issues within
various City neighborhoods. He stated that those events created the need to look
for solutions. He stated that with the current permitting process, some

individuals believe that obtaining a permit frees them from complying with City
regulations such as noise.

Chief Heim and Ms. Kelleher reviewed some of the advantages to the ordinance
such as the ability of the Chief to relocate an event to a more suitable area and to
recoup costs incurred by the event.

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz noted that the ordinance restricts the use of alcohol
on City owned property. She recalled that events such as Riverfest had a special
fenced off beer tent. Ms. Kelleher stated that special LCB permits were obtained
for those events. Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz suggested adjusting the language to
allow alcoholic beverages at City owned properties if proper LCB permitting is
obtained.

Mr. Acosta inquired if non-profits are required to provide proof of non-profit
status. He noted the difference between non-profit organizations who are
incorporated and others that only have a 501C3 designation. He suggested
adjusting the ordinance to require proof of non-profit incorporation so that only
legally authorized organizations can receive the discounted rate. He described
the difference between an incorporated non-profit and those who obtain only
non-profit certificates. Chief Heim agreed to require proof for non-profits.

There was next a discussion on the need to create various types or levels of
events. Chief Heim agreed that some events are well managed and require no or
minimal public services. Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz and Mr. Marmarou agreed
and noted that different types of events have individual needs. Mr. Marmarou
described an event held at his church, whereby the church rents equipment such
as barricades but then manages them during the event for the weekend. Ms.
Reed inquired about the City’s ability to charge additional fees for Public Safety



or Public Works costs incurred.

Mr. Waltman agreed and also suggested that the ordinance be redrafted to
include event tiers or levels. He again stressed that certain people who obtained
event permits believe that they are free from the need to comply with various
City laws and regulations.

Mr. Acosta agreed as at many events noise becomes problematic within the
neighborhood. He expressed the belief that the ordinance is a great start to solve
a recurrent problem.

Mr. Spencer also agreed with including different levels in the ordinance as the
Police Department needs to know what events are happening and where they are
happening. Mr. Sterner agreed with the need to include language that will allow
the City to recover potential public works and public safety expenses.

Mr. Acosta also agreed, noting the Dominican event held on North 13t Street
was assessed costs for Public Safety personnel that responded which caused the
event to move indoors.

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz also agreed with the concept of the ordinance, as it
provides good structure to manage events.

As no further business was brought forward, the work session was adjourned at
approximately 8:18 pm.

Respectfully submitted by Linda A. Kelleher CMC, City Clerk



