CITY COUNCIL MEETING
MONDAY, AUGUST 9, 2010

A regular meeting of City Council was held on the above date for the transaction of
general business.

Vaughn D. Spencer, President of Council, called the meeting to order.
The invocation was given by Reverend Douglas Moyer, of the Christ Episcopal Church.

All present pledged to the flag.
ATTENDANCE

Council President Spencer

Councilor Acosta, District 1

Councilor Goodman-Hinnershitz, District 2
Councilor Sterner, District 3
Councilor Marmarou, District 4
Councilor Reed, District 5

Councilor Waltman, District 6

Mayor T. McMahon

Interim Managing Director C. Geftken
City Auditor D. Cituk

City Clerk L. Kelleher

City Solicitor C. Younger

Mayor’s Assistant, F. Denbowski
Public Works Director, C. Jones

PROCLAMATIONS AND PRESENTATIONS

City Council issued a commendation recognizing the achievements of La’Hollie Brown.

City Council issued a commendation for Police Chief Heim and the Reading Police
Department recognizing the heroics of Paul Gibble Jr for his fast action in saving a
toddler from drowning in a backyard pool.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Council President Spencer announced that three (3) citizens were registered to address
Council on agenda matters and one (1) citizen was registered to address Council on
non-agenda matters. He inquired if any Councilor objected to suspending the rule

requiring non-agenda comment after the conclusion of the legislative business. As no
one objected the rule requiring non-agenda comment after legislative business was



suspended. Council President Spencer reminded those registered of the remaining
public speaking rules.

Bill Martin, of Madison Avenue, expressed his belief that the City over time has taken
many missteps which has caused citizens to question the integrity of local government.
He also noted the counter productive behavior by City Code staff as they handled the
housing permit process.

Keith Stamm, of North 15% Street, questioned the need for the stop sign at North 13t
and Richmond Streets. He expressed the belief that a second traffic study should be
required. He also warned City Council of the liabilities created without proper
notification before the installation of traffic signs and signals at intersections.

Bill Bender, of North 5th Street, spoke in opposition of the increase to the rental
registration fee at it is unfair for those who are already in compliance. He noted that the
thousands of property owners who refused to comply with the City’s housing process.
He expressed the belief that the City should not punish those who are in compliance.
He also questioned if the proposed amendment to the Special Events ordinance steps
into censorship.

Brent Styan, of Hampden Boulevard, was not present. Council President Spencer
stated that Mr. Styan wished to express his support for the stop sign located at the 13®
and Richmond Street intersection.

Nicole Jimenez, of Pear Street, was not present.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA & MINUTES

Council President Spencer called Council’s attention to the agenda for tonight’s meeting,
including the legislation listed under the Consent Agenda heading and the minutes from
the July 26 regular meeting of Council. He noted the need to add a resolution
authorizing the submission of the Challenge Grant II application

Councilor Acosta moved, seconded by Councilor Marmarou, to approve the agenda
for tonight’s meeting as amended, including the legislation listed under the Consent
Agenda heading and the minutes from the July 26% regular meeting of Council. The
motion was approved unanimously.



CONSENT AGENDA LEGISLATION

Resolution 76 — removing Jeffrey Rushing from the DID Authority (Council Staff)

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT
Mayor McMahon read the report distributed to Council at the meeting covering the

following:

e Encouraging City Council to approve the increase to the rental registration fee
e Acknowledging the efforts of Steve Harrity, County Anti-Graffitti Manager
e Update on the Wall-of-Shame

Councilor Waltman stated that he understands the use of the Wall-of-Shame by other
City’s and its popularity based on the number hits to the website since the
Wall-of-Shame was posted. However, he expressed the belief that the City should not be
promoting their vulnerability. He stated that he can see the use of this tactic if the
properties posted were the only problem properties in the City. He expressed his belief
in the Blighted Property Review Committee’s process and the Wall-of-Shame if all other
housing processes were fully functioning.

Mayor McMahon stated that the Wall-of-Shame is not meant to discredit good landlords.
He also noted the importance of Senate Bill 900.

Councilor Reed stated that she is the Council’s liaison on the Blighted Property Review
Committee and thanked Ms. Kelleher and her colleagues on the Blighted Property
Review Committee for their work. She expressed her belief in the Blighted Property
Review Committee’s efforts to support the enactment of Senate Bill 900. She stated that
this Bill will provide the City with much needed tools. She suggested that the
Administration take further steps to discredit bad landlords by also placing notifications
at their home addresses. She noted the widespread amount of out-of-town landlords
having blighted properties in the City of Reading.

AUDITOR’S REPORT
City Auditor Dave Cituk read the report distributed to Council at the meeting covering

the following:
e Update on 2010 Admissions tax collection
e Update on 2010 Real Estate Transfer tax collection
e Update on 2010 Cable Franchise Fee collection



ORDINANCES FOR FINAL PASSAGE

Bill No. 48-2010 - amending the City of Reading Codified Ordinances, Chapter 11,
Housing - Rental, Part 1 Rental §11-116 fees for rental registration, increasing the annual
rental unit registration fee from $50 to $100 (Bus Analyst) Introduced at the July 26
regular meeting; Advertised August 2nd

Councilor Reed moved, seconded by Councilor Sterner, to enact Bill 48-2010.

Council President Spencer stated that the increase in the rental registration fee is
requested by the Act 47 Recovery Plan and was recommended by the Maximus Fee
Study.

Interim Managing Director Geffken stated that the City will also be amending it’s
housing ordinance changing the rental inspection frequencies from five (5) years to two
(2) years.

Councilor Sterner noted the need for the Administration to consider the thoughts
expressed by Mr. Bender and Mr. Martin during the Public Comment period. He noted
the importance of correcting the behavior of property owners who are non-compliant.

Councilor Waltman noted the endless conversations about bringing those who are
non-compliant into the City’s process. He noted the broken components in the current
housing area. He noted the need for better Administrative internal management to
improve the legitimacy of the housing process before the fees are increased. He noted
the need to make housing a real priority so that the entire housing problem can be
properly addressed.

Councilor Goodman-Hinnershitz expressed her agreement with some of Councilor
Waltman’s comments that stressed the need for the creation of a plan and its public
review. She stated that her only problem with the fee increase is the lack of a prepared
plan that addresses the various housing components. She also encouraged the
Administration to discontinue the use of the term “Housing Czar” when referring to the
housing coordinator planned for the Community Development department. She also
noted the housing improvements that have occurred in her East Reading neighborhood.

Mayor McMahon noted the success of the Blighted Property Review Committee’s work
and thanked them for their support of Senate Bill 900.

Council President Spencer expressed his concern with this Administration’s historical
lack of success in handling the housing issue. He agreed with the need to create and
have a public review of a housing plan. He stated that too many times the
Administration expects Council to approve things with a “have faith” attitude. He



questioned the Administration’s ability to implement a prepared planned after Council
has seen the much interrupted success of prior plans.

Councilor Goodman-Hinnershitz suggested the Administration consider discounting
fees applied to property owners who are compliant with the City’s housing process.

Councilor Acosta agreed with the many gaps identified with the housing permit process
and the need for a proper plan to address the entire housing problem. He described the
recurrent problems in the Southwest neighborhood.

Mayor McMahon described how the Act 47 Recovery Team is monitoring the
Administration’s progress on implementing the various initiatives in the Recovery Plan.

Councilor Waltman noted the serious amount of money thrown at the housing problem
over a series of years. He suggested that the Administration improve it's management of
the housing process rather than wasting additional money.

Bill 48-2010 was enacted by the following vote:

Yea: Goodman-Hinnershitz, Marmarou, Reed, Sterner, Spencer-President - 5.
Nay: Acosta, Waltman- 2.

Bill No. 49-2010 - amending the City of Reading Codified Ordinances Chapter 1
Administration, Part 5 Boards Departments Commissions Committees and Councils,
Section D Blighted Property Review Committee by modifying the removal process for
members of the Blighted Property Review Committee (Council Staff) Introduced at the
July 26 regular meeting

Councilor Marmarou moved, seconded by Councilor Reed, to enact Bill 49-2010.

Council President Spencer stated that this house cleaning step will make the language in
this enabling legislation consistent with the language in other Boards, Authorities, and
Commissions legislation.

Bill 49-2010 was enacted by the following vote:

Yea: Acosta, Goodman-Hinnershitz, Marmarou, Reed, Sterner, Waltman,
Spencer, President - 7.
Nay: None - 0.

Bill No. 50-2010 - amending the City of Reading Codified Ordinances Chapter 5 Code
Enforcement, Part 4 International Electrical Code, Section 1102 Membership by adding
the removal process for members of the Electrician’s Examining Board (Council Staff)



Introduced at the July 26 regular meeting

Councilor Acosta moved, seconded by Councilor Reed, to enact Bill 50-2010.

Council President Spencer stated that this house cleaning step will make the language in
this enabling legislation consistent with the language in other Boards, Authorities, and
Commissions legislation.

Bill 50-2010 was enacted by the following vote:

Yea: Acosta, Goodman-Hinnershitz, Marmarou, Reed, Sterner, Waltman,
Spencer, President - 7.
Nay: None - 0.

Bill No. 51-2010 - amending the City of Reading Codified Ordinances Chapter 5 Code
Enforcement, Part 2 International Plumbing Code, Section 109.2A Plumbing Board by
adding the removal process for members of the Plumbing Board of Examiners (Council
Staff) Introduced at the July 26 regular meeting

Councilor Acosta moved, seconded by Councilor Goodman-Hinnershitz, to enact Bill
51-2010.

Council President Spencer stated that this house cleaning step will make the language in
this enabling legislation consistent with the language in other Boards, Authorities, and
Commissions legislation.

Bill 51-2010 was enacted by the following vote:

Yea: Acosta, Goodman-Hinnershitz, Marmarou, Reed, Sterner, Waltman,
Spencer, President - 7.
Nay: None -0.

Bill No. 52-2010 - amending Chapter 5 — Code Enforcement of the City of Reading
Codified Ordinances by adding a Part 15 to create a Re-Introduction of Power Inspection
Program (Law) Introduced at the July 26 regular meeting;

Councilor Acosta moved, seconded by Councilor Reed, to enact Bill 52-2010.

Council President Spencer stated that this program will apply to properties who have
had their electrical utility disconnected for a period of one (1) year. He stated that this
program will increase public safety.

Bill 52-2010 was enacted by the following vote:



Yea: Acosta, Goodman-Hinnershitz, Marmarou, Reed, Sterner, Waltman,
Spencer, President- 7.
Nay: None-0.

Bill No. 53-2010 - amending the fee schedule of the City of Reading Codified
Ordinances by adding a fee of $65.00 under Codes Department Codes Enforcement
Electrical Re-Introduction of Power Inspection Program (Law) Introduced at the July 26
regular meeting; Advertised August 2"

Councilor Reed moved, seconded by Councilor Acosta, to enact Bill 53-2010.

Council President Spencer explained that this ordinance will create a fee for the Power
Inspection Program.

Councilor Acosta questioned if the $65 fee will cover the cost of the electrician that will
be performing the inspection.

Mayor McMahon stated that the inspection will be done by in-house staff.

Councilor Reed also agreed that the fee seems a bit low and requested a review by the
Administration.

Councilor Reed moved, seconded by Councilor Goodman-Hinnershitz, to table Bill
53-2010

Bill 53-2010 was tabled by the following vote:

Yea: Acosta, Goodman-Hinnershitz, Marmarou, Reed, Sterner, Waltman,
Spencer, President - 7.
Nay: None - 0.

Bill No. 54-2010 — vacating Benner’s Court and Maple Street for the Reading School
District Introduced at the July 26 regular meeting; Approved by the City Planning
Commission at 7-27 mig

Councilor Goodman-Hinnershitz moved, seconded by Councilor Acosta, to enact Bill
54-2010.

City Clerk Kelleher stated that the work to obtain these properties began in 1998 when
Emily Richardson represented City Council District 2.

Council Goodman-Hinnershitz recalled her discussions with former Councilor Emily
Richardson about the need to move this process forward. She also expressed her belief



in the plan prepared by the Reading School District to expand Amanda Stout
Elementary School. She thanked Ken Pick, County Community Development Director,
for his continued pursuit of these properties.

Bill 54-2010 was enacted by the following vote:

Yea: Acosta, Goodman-Hinnershitz, Marmarou Reed, Sterner, Waltman,
Spencer, President - 7.
Nay: None - 0.

Bill No. 55-2010 - authorizing the execution of the memorandum of understanding
for the City Fire Training Center Introduced at the July 26 regular meeting

Councilor Goodman-Hinnershitz moved, seconded by Councilor Marmarou, to table
Bill 55-2010.

Bill 55-2010 was tabled by the following vote:

Yea: Acosta, Goodman-Hinnershitz, Marmarou, Reed, Sterner, Waltman,
Spencer, President - 7.
Nay: None -0.

INTRODUCTION OF NEW ORDINANCES

Council President Spencer read the following ordinances into the record:

A. Ordinance - amending the City of Reading Codified Ordinances Chapter 5 Code
Enforcement, Part 5 International Mechanical Code, Section D 103.5 Mechanical Board
by adding the removal process for members of the HVAC Board (Council Staff)

B. Ordinance - amending the City of Reading Codified Ordinances Chapter 4
Buildings, Part 1 Historical Districts, Section 111 Reading Board Of Historical
Architectural Review (F) by amending the removal Process for members of the Historical
Architectural Review Board (Council Staff)

C. Ordinance - amending the City of Reading Codified Ordinances Chapter 1
Administration and Government Part 5 Boards, Departments, Commissions,
Committees and Councils B. Board of Health 511 Establishment by amending the
removal process for members of the Board of Health (Council Staff)

D. Ordinance - amending the City of Reading Codified Ordinances Chapter 1
Administration, Part 5 Boards Departments Commissions Committees and Councils,
Section L Charter Board by adding the removal process for members of the Charter



Board and renumbering as necessary (Council Staff)

E. Ordinance - amending the City of Reading Codified Ordinances Chapter 15 Motor
Vehicles and Traffic Part 12 Parades, Special Events and Public Gatherings by adding
regulations for vendors and the types of merchandise that can be sold and dispensed.
(Council Staff)

F. Ordinance - amending the City of Reading Codified Ordinances Chapter 15 Motor
Vehicles and Traffic, Section 15-403 a (1) by clarifying the language relating to the
double parking violation. (Council Staff & Parking Authority)

G. Ordinance - amending The City Of Reading Codified Ordinances Chapter 1
Administration, Part 5 Boards Departments Commissions Committees And Councils,
Section D Blighted Property Review Committee Section 1-543 C by changing the term of
a committee member from two (2) years to four (4) years.

RESOLUTIONS

Resolution 77-2010 - reappointing Timothy Strunk to the HVAC Board (Admin
Oversight)

The Administrative Oversight Committee moved to adopt Resolution 77-2010.

Councilor Marmarou noted the skill and experience brought to HVAC Board by Mr.
Strunk.

Resolution 77-2010 was adopted by the following vote:

Yea: Acosta, Goodman-Hinnershitz, Marmarou, Reed, Sterner, Waltman,
Spencer, President - 7.
Nay: None - 0.

B. Resolution 78-2010 - amending the Resolution creating the Legislative Aide
Committee by adding the removal process for members (Council Staff)

Councilor Marmarou moved, seconded by Councilor Acosta, to adopt Resolution
79-2010.

Council President Spencer explained that this is the same housecleaning effort applied to
the enabling legislation for Boards, Authorities, and Commissions. He noted that the
Legislative Aide Committee was created by resolution therefore Council must undertake
the resolution process to amend the enabling legislation.



Resolution 78-2010 was adopted by the following vote:

Yea: Acosta, Goodman-Hinnershitz, Marmarou, Reed, Sterner, Waltman,
Spencer, President - 7.
Nay: None - 0.

Resolution 79-2010 - authorizing submission of the Challenge II Grant Application.

Councilor Reed moved, seconded by Councilor Goodman-Hinnershitz to adopt
Resolution 79-2010.

Resolution 77-2010 was adopted by the following vote:

Yea: Acosta, Goodman-Hinnershitz, Marmarou, Reed, Sterner, Waltman,
Spencer, President - 7.
Nay: None - 0.

COUNCIL COMMENT

Councilor Marmarou agreed with the various concerns expressed regarding the rental
registration and housing process. He suggested that citizens assist the City in
identifying illegal rentals.

Councilor Sterner congratulated those honored at this evening’s meeting and also
agreed with the many concerns expressed about the City’s housing process.

Councilor Reed also congratulated those honored tonight. She also noted the need for
District 5 resident’s to vigilantly report suspicious activity in the District 5 due to the
increase number of break-ins in the area. She also thanked Interim Managing Director
Geftken and Police Chief Heim for providing additional patrols during this period.

Councilor Goodman-Hinnershitz congratulated those honored this evening. She also
wished the Pagoda a Happy 102" Birthday and described the events that occurred over
the past weekend.

Councilor Goodman-Hinnershitz also thanked the Police Department for increasing
their patrol of the Neversink Playground. She urged all neighboring properties to

report incidents to the Police Department.

Council President Spencer noted the opening of the new restaurant across from First
Energy Stadium.

Council President Spencer reviewed the upcoming meeting schedule.



Councilor Marmarou moved, seconded by Councilor Acosta, to adjourn the regular
meeting of Council.

Linda Kelleher CMC, City Clerk



