CITY COUNCIL

Public Works Committee

Monday, May 17, 2010
Meeting Report

Committee Members Attending: D. Sterner, S. Marmarou, M. Goodman-Hinnershitz, Chair
Others Attending: S. Katzenmoyer, C. Jones, D. Hoag, F. Denbowski

The Public Works Committee meeting was called to order at 5:00 pm by Ms. Goodman-
Hinnershitz, chair.

Response to Bernhart Park Remediation Plan
Ms. Hoag reviewed the individuals who compiled the response, the method used, and the

response letter.

Mr. Marmarou questioned why the County was not included. Ms. Hoag stated that they will be
responding separately but were involved in the formulation of the City and Muhlenberg
Township’s response.

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz questioned if Council action was necessary. Ms. Katzenmoyer stated
that a resolution authorizing the response will be on the May 24 agenda.

Mr. Sterner questioned if the Park is City property. Mr. Jones stated that the park is located in
Muhlenberg Township but is owned by the City. Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz clarified that it

was part of the Earl Trust. Ms. Hoag also noted that it was a former City water source.

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz stated her belief that if Exide is not responsive, legal action should be
taken. The Committee agreed.

Ms. Hoag noted the environmental justice concerns.

Mr. Marmarou stated that he speaks with fishermen at the park and they are consuming their
catches.



Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz questioned if there would be grievance issues with the union workers
maintaining the park. Ms. Hoag stated that Exide has agreed to test City workers for lead levels.

Ms. Hoag stated that Dr. Kimball and Mr. Beane will be attending the May 24 Committee of the
Whole meeting to answer Council’s questions.

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz questioned the condition of the dam. Mr. Jones stated his opinion
that the City will be ordered to remediate or remove it.

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz noted her concern with the condition of the park if the dam is
removed.

Strategy for Repaving of City Streets

Mr. Jones noted that streets will be repaved with CDBG funding as available as part of a float
loan. He stated that monies allocated to other projects which cannot be spent in a timely manner
will be used. He stated that some projects will require redesign and an RFP is being composed.

Mr. Jones stated that the streets chosen must be eligible for CDBG funding. He distributed a list
of potential projects.

Mr. Jones stated that the projects were identified by himself and the streets foreman. He noted
his hope that projects be chosen by Public Works to remove the politics from the projects, while
covering all Council districts.

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz questioned the repaving of Cotton St. Mr. Jones stated that UGI will
be resurfacing one lane at the completion of their project.

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz stated that sidewalks have also been dug up and not repaired. Mr.
Denbowski stated that the Mayor’s office has been receiving calls about this issue as well. He
stated that there are also problems with meters being installed which encroach on the sidewalk
and the public right of way. Mr. Jones stated that they must repair the sidewalks as well. He
noted his willingness to work on the right of way issues.

Mr. Jones stated that there is approximately $1 million available for paving projects. He stated
that this funding will not complete the entire list. He stated that an engineering firm will be

providing estimates and will complete as many as possible.

Mr. Sterner questioned the streetlight assessment. He stated his support of this new fee. Mr.
Jones stated that it is included in the draft Recovery Plan.

Mr. Sterner questioned how the process would get started. Mr. Jones stated that total costs will



need to be determined and the fee established. He stated that a consulting firm will need to be
contracted to do the study.

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz noted her agreement with the assessment but stated that the public
will be overwhelmed with all the increases and new fees. She stated that when questioned about
this assessment she noted that it is a way for non-profits to contribute to City expenses.

Mr. Jones stated his recommendation that the strategy for repaving of streets remain within the
Public Works Department to keep the projects from appearing political.

Mr. Jones noted that the Court St project has begun.

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz questioned where the construction equipment would be staged
during the hotel project. Mr. Jones stated that they will probably be on 8% St and Penn St.

Egelman’s Park Baseball Field Agreement
Mr. Jones distributed the current agreement between the City and the East Reading Athletic
Association (ERAA).

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz stated that a consistent process should be used for these types of
agreements.

Mr. Jones reviewed the agreement. He stated that #8 is no longer correct as the CYO does not use
Egelman’s at this time. They were told that if they did not have enough volunteers to open the
concession stand (selling predetermined items with the money going to the ERAA) they could

not use the field. He stated that Central Catholic does use the field.

Mr. Marmarou questioned who receives the money earned at this field. Mr. Jones could not
answer that question.

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz stated that this agreement needs to be reviewed and updated.

Mr. Marmarou noted that other teams wish to use that park but are unable as ERAA is
uncooperative.

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz questioned if the ERAA is a viable organization. Mr. Marmarou
stated that it is not.

Mr. Jones stated that Olivet Boys and Girls Club wished to use this field for their Baseballtown
Charities and were unable to do so.

The Committee requested an audit of the East Reading Athletic Association.



Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz requested that Ms. Katzenmoyer inform the Park and Recreation
Advisory Committee that this agreement is under review.

Mr. Denbowski stated that he will begin the audit process.

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz requested that the Administration review the situation between the
City and Pagoda-Skyline in relation to the Fire Tower. She stated that a formal agreement should
be in place.

Recreation Commission Update

Mr. Denbowski stated that a meeting was held with a representative from the Pennsylvania
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources. He stated that the next step would be to
apply for a grant for a peer-to-peer study. He stated that there would be a $1,000 cost to the City
for the study which would take 9-12 months to complete. He stated that the commission would
increase recreation opportunities for all City residents. He stated that the City is not walking
away from recreation.

Mr. Marmarou stated that he discussed this issue on a past “In Your District” show and
encouraged other Councilors to continue the discussion. Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz stated that
she has also had Otis Smith as a guest on her show.

Other Business

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz noted that the flag pole at the Pagoda was not included in the Pagoda
Master Plan. She noted that the cost would be $10,000 - $15,000 which would include removal,
replacement, and lighting. She noted that donations have been requested.

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz stated that she has already received a $500 check. Mr. Denbowski
stated that the Mayor’s office has also received several small donations.

Mr. Sterner questioned the progress of the Pagoda Foundation. Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz stated
that the task force is creating by-laws and hope to have the Foundation functional by the end of
2010.

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz stated that the Pagoda has begun tracking its revenue and expenses
and has seen increased revenue. It is now meeting expenses (except for City maintenance).

Mr. Sterner questioned if Mr. Jones had been informed of the issues presented at the 10 Year Park
and Open Space Plan meeting on May 11 at Hillside. Ms. Katzenmoyer stated that as the new
policy requires her to give all information to Mr. Geftken; she sent the information to him on May
12. Mr. Jones stated that he had not received the information.



Mr. Sterner stated that racing has become a problem on N. 14* St. He requested speed ramps.
Mr. Jones stated that they cost $18,000 each and was unsure where the funding would be
available.

Mr. Sterner also noted a request from the only homeowner in the 1400 block of Green St to vacate
that block so that he can install a driveway (it is not paved at this time). Mr. Jones noted his
willingness to visit the site and review the request.

Mr. Jones noted the effects of the recent layoffs. He stated that parks cannot be maintained as in
years past. He stated there is one crew to mow and one crew to trim. He stated that the crews
cannot work in conjunction as the time requirements are different and parks may be mowed
before they are trimmed. He stated that the summer youth program begins in June.

The Public Works Committee adjourned at 6:21 pm.

Respectfully submitted by
Shelly Katzenmoyer, Deputy City Clerk



