CITY COUNCIL

Public Safety Committee

Monday, August 2, 2010
Council Office
5p.m.

Committee Members Attending: D. Sterner, Chair, J. Waltman M.

Others Attending: C. Geffken, W. Heim, C. Younger, D. Kersley, F. Denbowski, J. Haney, J.
Washington, L. Kelleher, V. Spencer, E. Schlegel

The Public Safety Committee meeting convened at 5:36 p.m.

Double Parking Ordinance

Mr. Sterner stated that this issue was referred from the July Public Safety Committee Meeting.
Mr. Haney and Chief Heim were asked to compare the suggested language against the State
Motor Vehicle Code.

Mr. Haney from the Reading Parking Authority stated that Motor Vehicle Code, Section 6109A
allows local authorities to, by local ordinance, exercise reasonable Police powers. The current
language states “on the roadway side of any vehicle, stopped or parked, at the edge of a curb or
street”, which comes from the State Motor Vehicle Code. Mr. Haney stated that this language has
caused some confusion while being addressed in the magisterial district justice courts. He
suggested revising the language to state “no person shall stop, stand, or park a vehicle in a lane
of traffic.” This new language would allow ticketing of vehicles double-parked in a lane of traffic
and would cover vehicles that are or are not parked along side of a properly parked motor
vehicle.

Chief Heim stated that he has no problem with the language suggested.

Ms. Kelleher stated that Council also asked Council Staff to review the fines used by other PA
cities. Of the ten (10) cities surveyed only Lancaster has adopted Reading’s current fine of $75
and only Allentown fines at a higher rate of $100 and $150 after ten (10) days. Mr. Haney
suggested no change in the fine.



The Public Safety Committee announced their support for the proposed ordinance using the
current fee and requested that the ordinance be introduced at the August 9" regular meeting of
Council.

Public Safety at Schools

Mr. Sterner introduced Mr. Washington, who described the problems created by double parking
at schools. He suggested that the Reading School Board and Council work together to address
this and other joint public safety issues. He explained that while the School District can address

internal safety issues, they cannot properly address safety issues that occur while students are
traveling to and from school. He stated that he participates at expulsion hearings and often heard
of students carrying weapons to protect themselves as they travel to and from school.

Mr. Waltman stated that Council and the School Board have had many discussions over prior
years about joint public safety concerns and other issues. He suggested forming a task force
composed of the Public Safety Committee, School Board and each individual school to develop a
plan that addresses their needs.

There was a discussion on the Safe Corridor program. Chief Heim described the difficulty
tfinding citizens to participate in both paid and voluntary positions long-term.

Mr. Waltman suggested developing a baseline project on Spring Street from North 13% Street to
Front Street staffed by Police and school district employees. Chief Heim noted the difficulty in
assigning police to this detail due to the reductions in the size of the department.

Mr. Denbowski recalled the program coordinated by City recreation that provided after school
programs for students.

Mr. Schlegel requested the opportunity to comment. Mr. Sterner agreed to Mr. Schlegel’s
request.

Mr. Schlegel suggested that the School District offer sensitivity training to educate youth on
bullying.

Mr. Waltman and Mr. Washington discussed forming a steering committee to address public
safety issues.

The Administrative Oversight Committee joined the meeting briefly.

Special Event Ordinance Amendment

Mr. Waltman introduced Mr. Spengler and other members of the Reading PRIDE organization,
whom he invited to the Public Safety Committee meeting, to learn about the proposed changes to
the Special Events ordinance. He stated that due to some miscommunication over the past few
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years, people incorrectly assume that he and other community members opposed the Reading
PRIDE event held in Centre Park annually. Therefore by attending this meeting, members of the
organization can learn directly what the main issues are with the event.

Mr. Waltman explained that certain members of the community were upset that vendors at the
event sell adult merchandise and other items that could be considered in violation of the City’s
ordinances. He stated that the ordinance was originally intended to better define and regulate
the variety of events that occur in various City neighborhoods. He suggested amending that
ordinance to include language that places greater restriction on the sales of adult items and other
items that violate City ordinances.

Mr. Spengler stated that he has no problem with the proposed amendment.
Mr. Younger noted the need to clarify a typo contained in the draft ordinance.

The Public Safety Committee stated that they support the proposed ordinance and referred it to
the August 9t regular meeting of Council for introduction.

Graffiti Abatement Fee
Mr. Kersley stated that the Administration prefers to defer this topic until a further date

Housing Permits and Approval

Mr. Geffken stated that the Codes Inspection backlog is nonexistent. The only existing backlog is
within the Zoning Department and under audit. Mr. Kersley stated that the audit should be
completed before the September Public Safety meeting. He stated that staff hopes to define some
new criteria that will provide a new alternative way to clear the backlog.

Comprehensive Housing Policy

The Public Safety Committee deferred this issue until a later time.

False Advertising Legislation
Mr. Younger expressed the belief that the false advertising practice is covered under State statute.
He stated that he assigned this research project to Ms. Mayfield.

Mr. Sterner recalled that the City has over time, had discussion with realtors about various City
regulations. Ms. Kelleher stated that several meetings were held with R-BAR concerning the
need for realtors to advise people when they are purchasing homes in historic districts, about the
specific zoning requirements in certain City neighborhoods.

Mr. Waltman noted that many times properties are advertised for use that is not permitted by the
City’s zoning ordinance or advertised as multi-unit properties without proper zoning.



Mr. Younger was asked to provide a report the State’s false advertising regulations at the next
Public Safety meeting.

Review Ordinance Requiring Property Insurance

Mr. Younger distributed a draft ordinance to the Public Safety Committee.

There was a discussion on using a combination approach where an escrow or assessment fee
would be required when property insurance was not obtained. Chief Heim noted the State
requirement for a motor vehicle to have auto insurance; however at times people purchase auto
insurance when registering or inspecting the vehicle and drop it shortly afterwards.

Mr. Kersley suggested further administrative review and discussion about this issue.
The Public Safety Committee adjourned at 6:35 pm.

Respectfully submitted by
Linda A. Kelleher CMC, City Clerk

Issues for Follow-Up:

¢ Ord requiring Property Insurance for Residential and Commercial properties - HPO Team
Review - D. Kersely

e Audit of Housing Permit/Zoning Applications Currently in the Backlog — D. Kersley

e Review — Ordinance creating new expedited zoning approval process — D. Kersley

e Review — recommendation on expansion of Codes service hours

e Public Safety issues at City schools

e State’s false advertising regulations — report from C. Younger

e Formation of task force or steering committee to address safety issues with the Reading
School district.



