CITY COUNCIL

Public Safety Committee

Monday, May 3, 2010
Council Office
6 p.m.

Committee Members Attending: D. Sterner, Chair, M. Goodman-Hinnershitz, J. Waltman
Others Attending: W. Heim, L. Kelleher. C. Younger

Vehicle Noise

Mr. Waltman introduced the issue by describing the quality of life problems raised from taxi cabs
blowing their horns through the night when they collect passengers from neighborhood homes
and noise levels from car stereos.

Chief Heim explained that taxi companies have policies for serving various neighborhoods. In
areas with high crime rates taxi drivers are instructed not to approach the homes for public safety
reasons and to use their vehicle horns to announce their arrival. He stated that 79 vehicle noise
citations were issued by Patrol officers during April.

The Committee referred this issue to the June meeting for further discussion.

Zoning Backlog Audit

Ms. Kelleher distributed the memorandum prepared by Mr. Kersley, which states that due to low
staffing levels the audit has not been completed. Of the files audited so far, only one (1) property
qualified for the expedited process. At this point it is expected that the majority of applications

will need to be processed by Council and the Zoning Hearing Board through Conditional Use or
Special Exception Hearings.

Mr. Waltman stated that he remains disturbed by the number of properties that received zoning
without meeting the required criteria. He noted his willingness to agree to some form of an
expedited process with the application and use of approved criteria. He inquired about correcing
the zoning provided improperly. Mr. Younger stated that he and Ms. Mayfield are exploring the
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City's options and a report will be provided at the June meeting. Mr. Waltman also requested a
report on the impact improper zoning approval has had.

Ms. Kelleher explained that the HPO Team has discussed two (2) forms of panels for the
expedited approval process. The first would be a team composed of a solicitor, a member of
Council, and a member of the current Zoning Hearing Board. Using this model Councilors and
Zoning Hearing Board members could share the workload. The second model would be similar
to the Consent Agenda and used by the Zoning Hearing Board. Under this model applications
would be processed. Those meeting the criteria would, with certification documents endorsed by
senior staff, would be placed on the Zoning Hearing Board under the Consent Agenda.
Notification about the properties on the Consent Agenda would be improved as the list would be
advertised with the Zoning Agenda. The Board would address the Consent Agenda first
providing opportunity for people to object to their approval. If objections are raised about a
property on the Consent Agenda, the property would be forwarded for Special Exception or
Conditional Use Hearings. This issue will be discussed further.

The Committee next discussed the placarding process and the lack of eviction after the property
is placarded. Mr. Waltman and Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz described properties in their
neighborhoods that were placarded without eviction. Ms. Kelleher stated that Codes incorrectly
assumed that City Council stopped the eviction process.

The Committee discussed the process used by RAWA to notify and placard properties when
water is shut off due to delinquent payment. Water can be discontinued if the delinquency
grows past 30 days. RAWA informs the Call Center, who is to notifty Codes weekly. Codes is to
placard the property for eviction as the Property Maintenance Code requires all residential
properties to have working utilities.

Special Event Ordinance
Chief Heim explained that the issue raised by Mr. Marmarou regarding the use of watercraft and
animals on private property was addressed in the new draft, as they do not create public safety

problems.

Codes Ticketing
Chief Heim updated the Committee on the progress. He explained that Mr. Kersley recently
discovered that Hansen can handle the ticketing process, which eliminates the need to purchase a

new software program. The ordinance is being drafted; however, the program will probably not
be ready for implementation until the end of summer 2010, as it is not on IT's priority list. Mr.
Waltman stated that the Finance Committee can address the prioritization of Codes Ticketing at
the June Finance meeting.



Ord. Requiring Property Insurance
Ms. Kelleher called the Committee's attention to the sample ordinances requiring property
insurance from other Pennsylvania cities (Hazelton, Harrisburg, etc). She explained that one

example requires property insurance only at rental properties, and others only require property
insurance at commercial properties. She noted the problem associated with a property owner’s
ability to purchase property insurance to meet the requirement and then cancel it the next day.

Mr. Younger was asked to review the ordinances and report back to the Committee in June.

Mr. Waltman noted the problem examples provided by the properties located in the 500 block of
Buttonwood Street, the Moss Street Warehouse, and 216 Buttonwood Street. These properties
were purchased cheaply, were not insured and the City had to cover the cost of demolition and
remediation.

Handicapped Parking Amendment
Mr. Younger explained that Ms. Butler amended this resolution to correct procedural issues and
State requirements.

The Public Safety Committee adjourned.

Respectfully submitted by Linda A. Kelleher CMC, City Clerk

Issues for Follow-Up:
e Report — correcting zoning improperly obtained through the AHO Process and its impact -
Solicitor
e Update: Codes Ticketing — Chief Heim
e Report - Ord requiring Property Insurance - Solicitor
e Audit of Housing Permit/Zoning Applications Currently in the Backlog — D. Kersley
e Discussion — Noise from Motor Vehicles (taxi cabs & vehicle stereos)
e Review — Ordinance creating new expedited zoning approval process — D. Kersley
e Prioritization of Codes Ticketing — referred to Finance Committee



