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CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 2009 

 
A regular meeting of City Council was held on the above date for the transaction 
of general business. 
 
Vaughn D. Spencer, President of Council, called the meeting to order. 

 
The invocation was given by Pastor Bruce Osterhout, of the Christ Lutheran 
Church. 
 
All present pledged to the flag. 
 

ATTENDANCE 
Council President Vaughn Spencer 
Councilor Steve Fuhs, District 1 
Councilor Marcia Goodman-Hinnershitz, District 2  
Councilor Dennis Sterner, District 3 
Councilor Stratton Marmarou, District 4 
Councilor Jeffrey Waltman, District 6 
City Clerk L. Kelleher 
City Auditor D. Cituk 
City Solicitor C. Younger 
Mayor T. McMahon 
Managing Director R. Hottenstein 
Public Works Director C. Jones 
Solid Waste Manager F. Denbowski 
 

PROCLAMATIONS AND PRESENTATIONS 
The following Proclamations and Presentations were issued at this meeting: 
 

• Recognizing America Recycles Day, accepted by Solid Waste Manager 
Frank Denbowski 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Council President Spencer announced that three (3) citizens were registered to 
address Council on agenda matters and two (2) citizens was registered to 
address Council on non-agenda matters. He inquired if Council objected to 
allowing those registered to speak on non-agenda matters during this comment 
period rather than after the legislative matters are concluded.  As no objected the 
rule requiring non-agenda comment at the end of the meeting was suspended.  
He reminded the citizens registered to speak about the public speaking rules. 
 



Roxanne Curan, South 11th Street, was not present. 
 
Paulette Williams, Spruce Street, stated that she attended Saturday’s budget 
meeting in the Penn Room.  She noted her shock and fear with the proposed 
cuts to the Fire and Police departments.  She noted the recent up rise in shooting 
and questioned if the reduced staff would be able to properly handle these 
activities.  She expressed the belief that the cuts of Fire personnel create grave 
dangers to Reading citizens.  She also expressed her support to the rise of fees 
and taxes to support these essential services.  She noted the need for 
Administration and Council to work together early each year to search for new 
revenue sources.  She stated that enhanced enforcement of City regulations by 
Police and other City departments could increase revenue through corresponding 
fines.  She asked the Administration and Council how many mils a life is worth. 
 
Ramona Turpin, West Greenwich St, was not present. 
 
John Krick, Abilities In Motion, noted the increase in accidents of wheelchair 
bound individuals on the City’s broken curbs and sidewalks.  He asked the City to 
improve those conditions to increase the safety for all residents.  
 
Rusty Barr, Wyomissing, was not present. 
 

AGENDA & MINUTES 
Council President Spencer called Council’s attention to the agenda for tonight’s 
meeting.  He noted the need to add an Award of Contract for street lighting 
improvements in the 800-1000 blocks of Penn Street.  He stated that this Award 
of Contract would be added to the Consent Agenda heading. 
 
Councilor Waltman moved, seconded by Councilor Sterner, to adopt the 
agenda as amended including the legislation listed in the Consent Agenda 
heading. The motion was approved unanimously. 
 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
Award of Contract to Hirneisen Electric Inc, Reading, PA at a total bid price of 
$439,500 for the lightening project in the 800-1000 blocks of Penn Street.  
 
ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT 
Mayor McMahon read the report distributed to Council at the meeting covering 
the following: 

   
o 2010 Budget Update 
o November 17th Centre Park Neighborhood meeting 
o Receipt of award from the National Junior Tennis and Learning 

Organization 
o November 21st Holiday Parade. 



 
Mayor McMahon also noted his work to seek alternative funding for the Reading 
Public Library.  He stated that if the City can find $125K in funding for utilities, the 
United Way may be able to assist the funding to allow the branch libraries to 
open for a one (1) year period.  He noted that this one time opportunity will 
provide the City with time to consider alternatives.  
 
AUDITOR’S REPORT 
City Auditor Cituk read the report distributed to Council at the meeting covering 
the following: 

o External Audit Services 2009-2011 
o Crossing Guard Reimbursement 2008-2009 
o Cable Franchise Collections for 2009  

 
City Auditor Cituk also noted that he has distributed his comments on the 
proposed 2010 budget as required by the Charter.   
 
Council President Spencer asked Mr. Cituk how members of the selection 
committee are identified to choose a new external auditor.  City Auditor Cituk 
explained the RFP process, noting how the different criteria are weighted and 
scored within the selection process.  He stated that generally the Auditor, the 
Auditor’s Assistant, the Finance Director, the Purchasing Manager, and other 
members of the Administration compose the selection committee. 
 
Council President Spencer noted City Council’s desire to assist with the selection 
of the new external auditor.  City Auditor Cituk stated the need to defer that 
decision to the City Solicitor.  City Clerk Kelleher stated that in the past the City 
Council Finance Committee participated in the selection of the External Auditor.  
The Committee then made a recommendation to the body of Council.   
 
ORDINANCES FOR FINAL PASSAGE 
Bill No. 54-2009 – amending the Codified Ordinances, Administrative Code 
Section 1-186 Fiscal Provisions concerning appropriations and transfers 
(Spencer) Introduced at the September 28 regular meeting; tabled at the 
October 12 regular meeting; tabled at the October 26 regular meeting 
 
Councilor Marmarou moved, seconded by Councilor Sterner, to enact Bill 
No. 54-2009.  
 
Council President Spencer asked the Managing Director how many transactions 
Council would need to approve if the transfer amount would be reduced to $10K.  
Managing Director Hottenstein stated that eight (8) transactions between $10K-
$25K occur on average monthly basis.   
 
Councilor Goodman-Hinnershitz noted her agreement with the reduction of the 
transfer amount, as City Council needs to stay abreast of various financial 



transactions that occur.  She suggested that transactions requiring Council’s 
approval be referred to the Finance Committee, who can then review and make a 
recommendation to the body of Council. 
 
Council President Spencer noted that eight (8) to ten (10) transactions on a 
monthly basis would not be difficult for the body of Council to manage.   
 
Bill No. 54-2009 was enacted by the following vote: 
 

Yea: Goodman-Hinnershitz, Marmarou, Sterner, Waltman, Spencer, 
President - 5 

 Nay:  Fuhs – 1 
 
Bill No. 58-2009 - amending Part 10 of Chapter 24 Taxation, of the City of 
Reading Code of Ordinances, to be found at Sections 24-1001 to 24-1002, 
entitled “Schedule of attorney’s fees for collection of delinquent earned income 
taxes, business privilege taxes and fees, per capita taxes, and other non-real 
estate based taxes and receivables” which shall authorize the imposition of 
attorney fees for the collection of such taxes. (Law) Introduced at the October 
12 regular meeting; tabled at the October 26 regular meeting – eliminate 
language re Residential Rental Tax; Amended Ord attached 
 
Councilor Marmarou moved, seconded by Councilor Goodman-Hinnershitz, 
to enact Bill No. 58-2009.  
 
Council President Spencer inquired if the language referring to residential rental 
tax has been removed from the ordinance.  Managing Director Hottenstein stated 
that this language has been removed in the final draft of the ordinance.  He also 
explained the benefits to adding the collection fees on top of the delinquent 
amounts. 
 
Bill No. 58-2009 was enacted by the following vote: 
 

Yea: Fuhs, Goodman-Hinnershitz, Marmarou, Sterner, Waltman, 
Spencer, President - 6 

 Nay:  None – 0 
 
Ordinance 62-2009 -amending the City of Reading Codified Ordinances 
Chapter 10 Part 17 Sidewalk Vendors by prohibiting sidewalk vendor operations 
outside the Downtown Improvement District on public and private property and 
renumbering as required, as attached in Exhibit A (Council Staff) Introduced at 
the October 26 regular meeting 
 
Councilor Goodman-Hinnershitz moved, seconded by Councilor Sterner, to 
enact Bill No. 62-2009.  
 
Council President Spencer explained that Council’s consideration of several 



applications for sidewalk vendors outside the City’s commercial core caused 
Council to discover the unhealthy competition that could be created with the 
location of the sidewalk vendor in the vicinity of a business offering a similar 
product, and located in a building.   
 
Councilor Goodman-Hinnershitz explained the Public Safety’s Committee’s 
rationale to prohibit the use of sidewalk vendor activity in residential areas.  She 
noted that vendors who wish to operate on private lots or parking lots can seek 
approval from the Zoning Hearing Board.   
 
Bill No. 62-2009 was enacted by the following vote: 
 

Yea: Fuhs, Goodman-Hinnershitz, Marmarou, Sterner, Waltman, 
Spencer, President - 6 

 Nay:  None – 0 
 
INTRODUCTION OF NEW ORDINANCES 
Council President Spencer read the following ordinances into the record:   
 
Ordinance – authorizing the vacation of Beech Street and an unnamed alley 
between Pear and North 2nd Streets (Law) 
 
Ordinance - Authorizing the execution of a Temporary Construction Easement 
from the City of Reading to the Schuylkill Valley School District conveying unto 
said School District a Temporary Construction Easement in and over a portion of 
land being part of Tax Pin Number 540100609178 that portion of premises 
designated as a Temporary Construction Easement on the “Highway Occupancy 
Permit Plans, Roadway Improvements For Schuylkill Valley School District,” 
Dated July 20, 2009, being Project #080890 Prepared by Derck & Edson 
Associates, situate in Ontelaunee Township, Berks County, Pennsylvania (Law) 
 
Ordinance - authorizing the execution of an Easement Agreement between 
the City of Reading and Ontelaunee Township (both situate in Berks County) 
thereby conveying unto Ontelaunee Township two (2) non-exclusive, perpetual 
easements in gross upon that portion of premises shown and designated as two 
(2) twenty foot (20’) strips of land and shown as a permanent storm water 
easement on the “Highway Occupancy Permit Plans, Roadway Improvements for 
Schuylkill Valley School District,” Dated July 20, 2009, being Project #080890, 
prepared by Derck & Edson Associates, situate in Ontelaunee Township, Berks 
County, Pennsylvania (Law) 
 
RESOLUTIONS 
Resolution 123-2009 - to approve submission of the FFY2010 (36th year - 
January 1, 2010 to December 31, 2010) action plan to the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development (HUD) (Community Development) 
 



Councilor Goodman-Hinnershitz moved, seconded by Councilor Marmarou, 
to adopt Resolution 123-2009.  
 
Managing Director Hottenstein noted the City’s improved use of Community 
Development block grant funds to support Reading neighborhoods. 
 
Council President Spencer expressed the belief that handicapped ramps should 
be funded in each annual CDBG budget.   
 
Resolutions 123-2009 was adopted by the following vote: 
 

Yea: Fuhs, Goodman-Hinnershitz, Marmarou, Sterner, Waltman, 
Spencer, President - 6 

 Nay: None – 0 
 
Resolution 124-2009 - denying the appeal of the Certificate of 
Appropriateness, as attached in the findings of fact, for 47 South Sixth Street, 
owned by Allegheny East Conference of Seventh Day Adventist, ordering the 
removal of the vinyl siding as stated in HARB Resolution 65-09 (Council Staff) 
 
Councilor Sterner moved, seconded by Councilor Marmarou, to adopt 
Resolution 124-2009.  
 
Councilor Sterner noted that it is unfortunate that some property owners are 
unaware that their buildings are located within a historic district.  He noted the 
need for improved education of property owners and potential property owners 
by the realtors who sell City properties and the need for increased responsibility 
from people who purchase properties. 
 
Resolutions 124-2009 was adopted by the following vote: 
 

Yea: Goodman-Hinnershitz, Marmarou, Sterner, Waltman, Spencer, 
President - 5 

 Nay: Fuhs – 1 
 
Resolution 125–2009 - authorizing the Solicitor to take all necessary and 
appropriate action required for the City of Reading City Council to appeal the 
September 16, 2009 decision of the City of Reading Zoning Hearing Board 
(Appeal No. 2009-44) regarding the proposed parking lot in the 200 block of 
Penn Street at their October meeting. (Council Staff/Law) 
 
Councilor Sterner moved, seconded by Councilor Goodman-Hinnershitz, to 
adopt Resolution 125-2009.  
 
City Solicitor Younger gave a brief explanation about the intervention in this 
matter.   
 



Councilor Waltman expressed the belief that the streetscape in this gateway 
neighborhood has already been severely damaged.  He expressed the belief that 
City Council should step in to prevent further damage to the City’s streetscape.   
 
Resolutions 125-2009 was adopted by the following vote: 
 

Yea: Goodman-Hinnershitz, Marmarou, Sterner, Waltman, Spencer, 
President - 5 

 Nay: Fuhs – 1 
 
Resolution 126–2009 - authorizing the Solicitor to take all necessary and 
appropriate action required for the City of Reading City Council to appeal the 
decision of the City of Reading Zoning Hearing Board regarding the variance 
Appeal No. 2009-58 for a proposed 60 washer/60 dryer Laundromat at 400 
South 6th Street granted at their October 14, 2009 meeting. (Council Staff/Law) 
 
Councilor Marmarou moved, seconded by Councilor Sterner, to adopt 
Resolution 126-2009.  
 
Resolutions 126-2009 was adopted by the following vote: 
 

Yea: Fuhs, Goodman-Hinnershitz, Marmarou, Sterner, Waltman, 
Spencer, President - 6 

 Nay: None – 0 
 
Councilor Fuhs left the meeting. 
 
COUNCIL COMMENT 
Councilor Sterner thanked Ms. Williams for her good comments.  He noted his 
overall agreement with the issues she raised concerning reductions in Police and 
Fire manpower and the potential safety issues associated with that. However, he 
noted the need for City Council and the Administration to find some balance with 
the City’s severe financial constraints.   
 
Councilor Sterner noted the upcoming opening of the Holiday Light Display at 
Hillside Playground.   
 
Councilor Goodman-Hinnershitz noted that the nationwide economic issues we 
are currently experiencing have not been felt since the Great Depression.  She 
thanked Councilor Waltman and City Auditor Cituk for their leadership and focus 
as Council reviews the proposed 2010 budget.  She noted that the services the 
City could afford in the past could no longer be covered in the same manner.  
She suggested that all City employees re-look and re-think various budgetary 
issues, along with the City management and elected officials. 
 
Councilor Goodman-Hinnershitz thanked PARC Chair Otis Smith and Deputy 
City Clerk Michelle Katzenmoyer for their work to begin citywide discussion that 



will assist in the amendment of the open space and park plan.  She noted the 
dedication of the new Pagoda gate on Saturday at 1pm.   
 
Councilor Marmarou stated that he is pleased that the Administration is 
beginning to address the collection of previously uncollected fines and fees 
authorized by a resolution adopted at the end of 2008.    
 
Councilor Marmarou noted the positive College Heights Community Council 
meeting that occurred on Sunday, November 8th and described the discussion 
about this area becoming a historic district.  He stated that during this discussion 
neighbors identified the need for realtors to inform potential buyers that they are 
purchasing homes within a historic district.  He expressed the belief that many 
realtors only see dollars signs and do not properly advise potential buyers about 
zoning regulations and other issues that will apply to the property under 
consideration.  He thanked the Mayor for his assistance in obtaining meeting 
space at Albright College.   
 
Mayor McMahon expressed his thanks to Albright College for offering meeting 
space for the College Heights meeting.  He noted a great presentation made by 
Fire Deputy Chief Jim Conrad, who is the City’s Emergency Manager.   
 
Council President Spencer noted his understanding of the comments and 
concerns raised by Mr. Krick concerning the City’s sidewalks and curbs.   
 
Council President Spencer thanked the Administration for their assistance during 
the budget review process.  He stated that the before adopting the budget 
Council will consider maintaining some level of Public Safety manpower.  He also 
noted the need to consider funding BCTV, who provides public education and 
allows residents to view government activities.  
 
Council President Spencer reviewed the upcoming Council meeting schedule. 
 
Councilor Sterner moved, seconded by Marmarou, to adjourn the regular 
meeting of Council. 

 
 
 

_______________________________ 
Linda Kelleher CMC, City Clerk 


