CITY COUNCIL

Public Safety Committee

Monday, October 5, 2009
5:00 p.m.

Attendance: D. Sterner, M. Goodman-Hinnershitz, S. Marmarou
Others Attending: S. Katzenmoyer, B. Pease

Dennis Sterner, Chair, called the meeting to order at 4:55 p.m.

I. Animal Control Ordinance Amendment

Mr. Pease gave the Committee additional information regarding the legal aspects of limiting the
number of pets. He reported that the case noted by Councilor Fuhs was based on the limiting of
the number of pets as a nuisance. He noted that if the ordinance addresses public safety then
police powers can be used. This will prevent legal challenges. He further noted that the case
cited by Mr. Fuhs did not declare limiting the number of pets unconstitutional. The case was
remanded to the lower court. There is no record of the case after the remand.

Mr. Sterner questioned what other local municipalities limit the number of pets. Mr. Pease stated
that Wyomissing, Spring and Exeter limit the number of pets. He stated that most other cities in
PA also limit the number of pets. He stated that if size of pet or breed specific animals are noted
in the ordinance that it will be legally challenged.

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz noted that fish are exempt from the six pet limit. She questioned if
other small animals could also be exempt. Mr. Pease noted that there would be too many to list.
He stated that loopholes could be created if a specific list is made.

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz questioned if those owning more than six mice must complete the
application process. Mr. Pease stated that they would.



Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz stated her belief that those most affected by this ordinance would be
those who keep many cats. Mr. Pease stated that this would not apply to feral cat colonies as
feral cats have no owner.

Mr. Pease stated that the Animal Control Board has begun discussions on feral cat colonies. He
noted the use of trap, neuter, release programs. He suggested that the manager of a colony be
required to install chips in all their cats for return from shelters.

Mr. Pease noted that Humane Officers cannot enforce the noise ordinance. This amendment
would allow another layer of enforcement.

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz noted that it may be challenging to have this ordinance pass Council.
The Committee noted that it does support the amendment as written. Mr. Pease requested that
the rest of the ordinance be enacted if limiting the number of pets is not supported by the body of
Council.

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz noted that an unlimited number of pets can cause health issues. She
noted that many people use poor judgment.

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz questioned who would present this issue at the Council meeting. Mr.
Sterner and Mr. Marmarou suggested that Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz present the amendment.

Mr. Pease suggested that the exotic animal fee of $75 may be changed to be $75 the first year and
$40 for all subsequent years. He stated that this would be in line with the limitation of the
number of pets. He also noted that the exotic animal permit does not address whether it’s per pet
or per household. The committee agreed that it would be per residence.

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz questioned if this would completely change the aggressive dog
section. Mr. Pease noted that it does and that the new aggressive dog section is worded directly
from State statutes. He noted that this removes the conflict.

Mr. Pease noted that the current budget projection includes cutting 45 police officers. He noted
that police will not be able to enforce animal issues with these cuts. This amendment would
allow the humane officers to enforce animal issues.

The Committee requested that the changes be made to the amendment and the ordinance be

introduced at the October 12 meeting. Mr. Pease noted his willingness to attend the Council
meeting on October 26 when it is considered for final passage.

II. Update — Codes Ticketing System

No report.



III. Update — Special Event Permits

No report.

The Public Safety Committee meeting adjourned at 5:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by
Shelly Katzenmoyer,
Deputy City Clerk

Issues for Follow-Up:

List of property owners without rental permits — July Work Session

Codes ticketing system ordinance - August

Review DCR Amendment — creation of Level 1 and Level 2 DCRs — August — pending
written opinion of Solicitor

Special Events Permit Ordinance — September

List of tenants and landlords receiving DCRs - September

Enforcement of 800 foot rule for student rentals - September

Vacant Property Registration Ordinance — January 2010

Graffiti Enforcement — Monthly



