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Monday, July 7, 2008 

7:00 pm 
 

Attendance:  D. Sterner, Chair, S. Marmarou, M. Goodman-Hinnershitz 
 
Others City Staff Attending:  M. Mayfield, B. Reinhart, W. Heim, S. Katzenmoyer 
 
Dennis Sterner, Chair, called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m. 
 
I. Student Housing  
 
Ms. Mayfield noted that student housing would be heard before the Zoning Hearing Board.  Mr. 
Marmarou questioned if this could be a conditional use heard before Council.  Ms. Mayfield 
voiced her discomfort with it being a conditional use.  Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz stated that the 
Zoning Hearing Board would need to be given Council’s stance on this issue and that special 
exceptions should not be issued easily or without great consideration. 
 
Ms. Mayfield noted that this ordinance gives existing property owners 60 days to register for a 
special exception.  If they do not, they will need to appear before the Zoning Hearing Board. 
 
Mr. Marmarou questioned if this ordinance addresses parking.  Ms. Mayfield noted that it does.  
She also stated that the Zoning Administrator addresses parking issues through a letter to the 
property owner when discovered. 
 
Ms. Mayfield requested any additional comments be given to her.  She would like this ordinance 
to be introduced at the July 14 meeting.  She noted that she will be consulting with Steve Price to 
determine if R-3 zoning districts should be included.  The Housing Ordinance will also be 
amended to reflect the redefinition of student housing. 
 
Ms. Mayfield requested testimony of many residents affected by student housing at the public 
hearing.  The Council office will set a date for this public hearing. 
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II. Disruptive Tenant Ordinance Amendment   
 
Ms. Mayfield voiced her concern that the Kutztown Ordinance would not move quickly enough 
due to the time for remediation.  The Committee does not wish there to be a remediation period. 
 
Mr. Reinhart noted his wish for the amendment to correct the current problems.  He will give the 
expectations of Council to Codes staff once the amendment has passed. 
 
Ms. Mayfield stated that the City’s ordinance is written well but needs better follow up.   
 
Ms. Mayfield is concerned that the Court system will not uphold the Kutztown Ordinance.  Mr. 
Reinhart feels that the City District Justices will not evict tenants after one DCR.  There was a 
discussion of the difference between a level one and level two DCR.   
 
Mr. Sterner reviewed the options, including not making any changes, having Reading’s 
Ordinance reflect Kutztown’s Ordinance, and changing Reading’s Ordinance to commence 
eviction after two DCRs and quickening the eviction process. 
 
Ms. Mayfield will revise the amendment to reflect action necessary after two DCRs and quicken 
the eviction process.  It will be placed on the July 14 agenda. 
 
III. Landlord Education   
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz explained that landlords can add clauses to their leases to protect the 
surrounding community.   
 
Mr. Marmarou noted that leases are drawn up by attorneys to protect only the owner.   
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz noted that other college towns have been successful with this 
program.  They are all hosts to State Universities.  Mr. Marmarou noted that landlords are 
required to participate by the State.  Mr. Reinhart expressed his belief that Albright doesn’t care 
and won’t participate voluntarily. 
 
Mr. Reinhart noted that Codes can address this issue through a community training program.  
Mr. Marmarou noted that he would be in favor of a training program and suggested that 
Albright housing personnel be invited.   
 
IV. Mobile Food Vendor Ordinance Amendment 
 
Mr. Reinhart noted that currently there are fourteen mobile food vendors.  He described how 
some vendors believe they can park and not move.  He also described how some mobile food 
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vendors are in front of their homes and use the living room as a dining area.  Chief Heim noted 
that this is very common in the Caribbean.    
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz stated that limits are necessary and the cultural difference needs to be 
addressed.   
 
Mr. Reinhart noted the need for better enforcement in this area. 
 
Ms. Katzenmoyer and Mr. Reinhart will work to have this issue better defined in an amendment 
to the Mobile Food Vendor Ordinance.  They will also review the number of licensed vendors 
allowable and the locations they will be allowed.  Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz suggested that this 
amendment be reviewed by the Planning Commission prior to Council action. 
 
The Public Safety Committee meeting adjourned at 8:02 p.m. 

 
 

 
Respectfully submitted by 

Shelly Katzenmoyer, Deputy City Clerk 
  
  
 Follow Up Items 

• Landlord Education planning – Brad Reinhart 
• Mobile Food Vendor Ordinance amendment – Shelly Katzenmoyer and Brad 

Reinhart 
 
 
 
 
 


