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Monday, June 20, 2016 
Council Office 

5:00 pm 
 
The Standards of Living Committee's responsibilities and topics include but are not limited to 
Housing Planning strategies, Building, Trades and Property Maintenance Inspection and 
Enforcement, Public Safety, Public Works, Police, Fire, Neighborhood Parks, Neighborhood 
Revitalization, Community Development, Customer Service, Graffiti Abatement, Community 
Group Organization and Support 
 
Committee Members: Ms. Reed, Mr. Daubert and Mr. Marmarou 
 
Although Council committee meetings are open to the public, public comment is not permitted at Council 
Committee meetings. However, citizens are encouraged to attend and observe the meetings. Comment 
from citizens or professionals during the meeting may be solicited on agenda topics via invitation by the 
Committee Chair. 
 
All electronic recording devices must be at the entry door in all meeting rooms and offices, as per Bill No. 27-2012 
 
I. Adoption of Comprehensive Plan, Zoning Ordinance, SALDO and 
Official Map 
 
II. Quality of Life Ticketing Program Update 

• Budget versus Actual comparing 2015 and 2016 Year to Date 
 
III. Reinstatement of requirement for local property manager for rental 
properties 
 
IV. Parking Issues  

• Truck Parking 
• Loading and Pick up Zones 
• Handicapped Spaces 
• Installing painted stall lines 
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V. Street Lighting 
 
VI. Lease Agreement Update 

• Fire Tower  
• Reading Redevelopment Authority 
• Blacktop Basketball 
• Berks County Emergency Services area of City Hall 

 
Pending Topics 

• UGI Meters 
• East Ends  
• City Cleanliness 

 
Upcoming 2016 Topics 

 
July – Fire Department “Do Not Enter” List, Summit Chase Dr lighting 
project 
 
August – ARL re TNR or Discounted Neutering 
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Monday, May 16, 2016 

Meeting Report 
 

Committee Members Attending: C. Daubert (Chair), S. Marmarou 
 
Others Attending: S. Katzenmoyer, T. Coleman, T. Arentz, M. Ray, D. Pagan 
 
The meeting was called to order at 5:00 pm by Mr. Daubert. 
 
I. Quality of Life Ticketing Program Update 
Mr. Daubert stated that he requested this update as there was time when there were no 
appeals.  He questioned if this program would meet its budget revenue target.  Mr. Arentz 
stated that he submitted the requested information in writing for Council’s information.  
He stated that it seems that the program is on pace to meet budget targets.  He stated that 
those who receive tickets have 90 days to pay so there is always a bit of a lag.  He stated 
that if the program does not reach its budget it is a positive sign as property owners are 
more compliant. 
 
Ms. Reed arrived at this time. 
 
Mr. Daubert questioned if there was a period when tickets were not issued.  Mr. Arentz 
stated that there was not but that there may have been a brief period when tickets were not 
appealed. 
 
Mr. Marmarou questioned why fewer tickets have been issued.  Mr. Arentz stated that to 
his knowledge the program has not slowed down.  He stated that the 2016 revenue/billing 
is consistent with the same period of 2015. 
 
Ms. Reed stated that it would seem odd for the number of tickets to be declining when 
violations are easily visible when driving in the neighborhoods.   
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Ms. Katzenmoyer reminded all that the QoL Tickets are appealed directly to Property 
Maintenance rather than to the District Justices.  She stated that the dual appeal process 
may have had a role in the time period where there were no appeals to the District 
Justices. 
 
Ms. Reed requested a report comparing 2016 data to 2015 data.  Mr. Arentz stated that he 
will provide this report. 
 
Mr. Marmarou stated that there has been a change in policy for the posting of properties.  
Mr. Arentz stated that properties receiving a QoL Ticket stopped being posted in 2015.  He 
stated that the tickets are mailed and if they are returned from the post office, the property 
is posted. 
 
Mr. Daubert cautioned against this practice.  He stated that the recipient can receive the 
ticket, ignore it and claim that they never received it. 
 
Mr. Marmarou questioned what happens if the ticket goes unpaid.  Mr. Arentz stated that 
it is sent to the collection agency but that the property is not posted. 
 
Ms. Reed noted a past situation in her neighborhood where many properties were ticketed 
and posted.  She stated that if the property is not posted the neighbors do not see that the 
City is taking action.  She questioned how to explain this to the neighbors.  Mr. Arentz 
noted his understanding but stated that the policy remains. 
 
Ms. Reed stated that the City cannot become lax in enforcing property issues.  She stated 
that property values will continue to decrease and she is very concerned about this. 
 
Mr. Johnson arrived at this time. 
 
Mr. Daubert requested an additional update at the next meeting to review the comparative 
report. 
 
II. Outdoor Display and Sale of Mattresses 
Mr. Arentz stated that he was not familiar with these regulations until it was brought to 
his attention.  He stated that having learned about it that enforcement will begin.  He 
stated that businesses will be informed of the regulations before they receive notices of 
violation. 
 
Mr. Marmarou stated that used mattresses cannot be sold unless they have been inspected 
and are tagged as such. 
 
Ms. Reed suggested that letters be sent to these businesses before enforcement begins to 
allow them to make the necessary changes.  She suggested that the letter be in both 
English and Spanish.  Mr. Arentz agreed. 
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Ms. Reed stated that she has been receiving many complaints about this issue and that 
more vendors may begin using outdoor displays with the summer weather approaching. 
 
III. Rental Housing Regulations Requirement for local property manager 
Ms. Katzenmoyer questioned why this requirement was removed.  Mr. Arentz stated that 
he did not know why it was removed. 
 
Mr. Arentz left the meeting at this time. 
 
IV. Reading Risk Reduction 
Ms. Pagan stated that she was invited to make this presentation by Mr. Waltman.  She 
stated that she works to reduce the opioid issues.  She stated that she has brought 
materials that will be distributed to Council members. 
 
Ms. Pagan explained that she began her work in 1999 and that Reading Risk Reduction is a 
treatment based program and helps provide clean syringes.  She stated that Philadelphia, 
Pittsburgh, and Lancaster have syringe programs and that her organization is a bridge to 
drug treatment.  She stated that she has been in recovery for 28 years and she uses herself 
as an example when speaking with addicts. 
 
Ms. Pagan stated that if an emergency is declared about the opioid epidemic that more 
formal programs can be initiated.  She stated that she is not looking for City funding as her 
organization already acquires funds by other means.  She stated that she is seeking formal 
support.  She stated that since her program went into effect the number of new cases of 
HIV and Hepatitis C in Berks County has been greatly reduced.  She noted her hope that 
her program can continue and to get the program sanctioned by the City so that there are 
not issues with each Administrative transition.   
 
Mr. Daubert questioned how abusers get access to this program.  Ms. Pagan stated that 
program volunteers attend soup kitchens and walk the streets.  She stated that it is a very 
grass roots organization and it is one on one talking to begin. 
 
Mr. Marmarou questioned if the organization had a location.  Ms. Pagan stated that it does 
not.  She stated that she keeps her materials in an SUV that she uses to visit locations 
known for drug use.  She stated that she does not approach users under the age of 16 
without an adult present or approach people when small children are in the vicinity. 
 
Mr. Daubert suggested that Ms. Pagan speak with Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz.  Ms. Pagan 
stated that they have known each other for years.  She explained that clean syringes no 
longer qualify as drug paraphernalia.   
 
Mr. Daubert questioned how the dirty syringes are disposed of.  Ms. Pagan stated that she 
works with the program in Philadelphia and that they are taken to Philadelphia and their 
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program disposes of them.  She stated that her organization has the support of the County 
Commissioners and the District Attorney.  She noted her hope to also have the support of 
the Mayor and City Council.  She stated that she is investigating distributing Naloxone in 
the future. 
 
Mr. Daubert stated that school districts are starting to stock Naloxone. 
 
Mr. Daubert expressed the belief that this program should have City support.  Ms. Reed 
questioned the next step and stated that the Mayor should be kept updated. 
 
Mr. Marmarou suggested that the Philadelphia and Pittsburgh process be followed.  Ms. 
Pagan stated that they passed ordinances and she provided this information.  Mr. 
Coleman stated that he would review the ordinances. 
 
Ms. Reed suggested that Ms. Pagan and Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz meet with the Mayor 
about this program.   
 
The Committee voiced its support of the program. 
 
Ms. Pagan thanked the Committee for allowing her to make this presentation.  She left the 
meeting at this time. 
 
V. Lease Agreement Updates 

• Fire Tower  
Mr. Ray stated that he is an active member of Pagoda Skyline.  He stated that they began 
maintaining the fire tower in 1999 and all improvements made have been funded by 
Pagoda Skyline through private fundraising and grants.  He stated that they have also 
installed security cameras to assist with vandalism and theft issues.  He explained that 
Mike Reinert is the current president of Pagoda Skyline and that he is also active with the 
Pagoda Foundation.  He stated that Mr. Reinert supports a formal Memorandum of 
Understanding with the City while a lease agreement is drafted.  He stated that the fire 
tower is open to the public two times per month.  He stated that without a formal 
agreement, Pagoda Skyline has no rights. 
 
Ms. Reed stated that this is what is concerning Council.  Mr. Ray stated that Pagoda 
Skyline does carry its own insurance. 
 
Mr. Daubert questioned the process to move a formal agreement forward.  Mr. Ray stated 
that Mr. Reinert is currently working with Mr. Johnson and Mr. Coleman.  Mr. Coleman 
agreed and stated that they had their first meeting last week. 
 
Mr. Ray explained that Pagoda Skyline does have access to the bathrooms and the water 
tank.  He stated that the sewer system is functional. 
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Mr. Coleman questioned if Pagoda Skyline wanted to pursue a Memorandum of 
Understanding or a lease agreement.  Ms. Reed suggested that it be a lease agreement but 
that there be a Memorandum of Understanding in the meantime.  Mr. Johnson agreed 
with this approach and stated that it will give both sides additional time to discuss the 
lease. 
 
The Committee agreed to this approach. 
 
Ms. Reed questioned the number of members of Pagoda Skyline.  Mr. Ray stated that there 
are 15 – 20 active members and 150 members overall. 
 
Mr. Johnson questioned who cleaned and maintained the sewer system.  Mr. Ray stated 
that he is unsure.  He stated that there is a manhole directly behind the tower.  Mr. 
Johnson stated that he will ask Public Works to check the system. 
 
The Committee thanked Mr. Ray for attending to open discussions on a formal agreement. 
 
Mr. Ray left the meeting at this time. 
 

• East Ends 
Mr. Coleman stated that he has heard from their legal representative and that they plan to 
contest the eviction. 
 
Mr. Marmarou stated that he has an organization interested in occupying the facility.  Mr. 
Johnson stated that they should contact the Mayor as he is directly involved. 
 
Mr. Marmarou stated that it is another private club.  Mr. Daubert stated that this goes 
against the Mayor’s wishes that the facility be open to the public.  Mr. Johnson again 
stated that the organization should contact the Mayor directly.  
 

• Baer Park 
Mr. Coleman stated that the boxing club has vacated the building and turned in their keys. 
 

• Suggestions for next batch to review 
Mr. Daubert and Ms. Reed stated that they agree with the staff suggestion to review the 
agreement with the Redevelopment Authority.   
 
Mr. Coleman suggested that the agreement with the County regarding their space in City 
Hall for emergency services be reviewed.  He also suggested that a formal agreement be 
put in place for Blacktop Basketball.  He stated that he will begin review and speak with 
the Administration on their position on agreements with these organizations. 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 5:58 pm. 
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     Respectfully submitted,                                                                                                                                   
Shelly Katzenmoyer, CMC 

                                                                                                                          Deputy City Clerk 
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§308-103. Application for a Housing Permit Registration.  
 

A.  Applications for a Housing Permit Registration shall be made in writing or by electronic 
application on forms prepared and provided by the City of Reading Property Maintenance Division 
and shall be accompanied by payment of the applicable fee(s) as per the City of Reading Fee 
Schedule §212. Such forms shall require, but shall not be limited to the following information and 
shall be accepted and sworn to by the owner: 
 

1. The name, business address, date of birth, and telephone numbers, (business and mobile), 
and driver’s license, or state issued identification or governmental identification 
number(s) of all of the owner(s) of any dwelling unit. residential and mixed-use parcel. A 
Federal EIN (employee identification number) must be provided if the owner is a 
corporation, limited liability company, or partnership.  
 

2. The address of the premises at for which the dwelling unit or rooming unit is located 
housing registration is required. 

 
3. A valid zoning permit number application as directed by the City of Reading Zoning 

Office applicable. 
   
D. Verification of  Participation in a recognized trash/disposal program and the  City’s 

recycling with participation with approved program will be verified. 
 
E.  The Business Privilege License Number as provided by the City of Reading Citizens 

Services Center Berks Earned Income Tax Bureau.  
 
F.  A completed tenant listing, if applicable, on a form prepared and provided by the Prop erty 

Maintenance Division providing the following information of all persons occupying the 
building for which the permit is sought, including children under 18 years of age, full name, 
unit, apartment or floor number/designation (where applicable), and term of lease including 
date of entry and departure. If the owner has reason to believe that such disclosure may 
jeopardize the personal safety and well-being of a tenant or occupant and provides the 
Property Maintenance Division with such information and documentation to support such 
belief as may be reasonably required by the Property Maintenance Division, such 
disclosure shall not be required. If the unit is not rented at the time of application, the owner 
shall submit the tenant listing as prescribed above within 30 days of occupancy of the unit 
and in no event later than the next bi-annual date for such submission as required by this 
Part. 

 
2. The registration of a rental or vacant property with the Property Maintenance Division shall 
be required within 15 days of the subject property becoming a "vacant property" or being marketed 
or used as a rental property as provided herein and shall be accompanied by the payment of the 
applicable registration fee  
 
B. Registration of any parcel required to have a housing registration is required within fifteen 
(15) days of the change of ownership or change of use.   
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C. Special provisions for properties with a valid “Housing Permit” issued prior to December 
31, 2007 but lacking valid zoning permits for Multiple Dwelling or Rooming House use. 

 
1. Any property previously registered with the City of Reading Property Maintenance 

Division and holding a valid “Housing Permit” issued by the Reading Property 
Maintenance Division prior to December 31, 2007 and has remained current shall be 
required to apply to the Zoning Administrator for a zoning permit prior to submitting an 
application for a Housing Permit Registration.  The Zoning Administrator shall make an 
initial determination as to whether the subject property is located within a zoning district 
where multi-family rental use is legally permitted as an allowed use or a use previously 
approved as a Conditional Use pursuant to subsection D of §27-1203 of the Zoning 
Ordinance, as amended. 

  
(a)  If the Zoning Administrator determines that the subject property is located within 
a zoning district where multi-family rental use is legally permitted in accordance with 
the foregoing provisions in Subsection A, it will be granted a zoning permit as a legally 
permitted use under the applicable zoning, subject to subsection B hereunder, and it 
will be required to comply with all of the provisions of this chapter and any other 
applicable chapters as verified upon inspection by the Property Maintenance Division.   
 

(b) If the subject property had a valid “Housing Permit” as of December 31, 2007 but is 
determined to be located within a zoning district where multi-family rental use is not 
legally permitted in accordance with the foregoing provisions in Subsection A, it will 
be granted a zoning permit as a prior “non-conforming use” by the Zoning 
Administrator within the meaning of subsection B of §27-607 of the Zoning Ordinance 
and remain eligible for a Housing Permit Registration provided it conforms to the 
remaining requirements of the City of Reading Codes and Codified Ordinances. 
 

2. The Zoning Administrator shall make a secondary determination as to whether the     
number of dwelling units present exceeds the number of units previously recorded for the 
premises in City records.  A Housing Permit Registration will be denied until the property 
is modified to comply with the number of units previously recorded. 

 
3. A zoning permit issued by the Zoning Administrator in accordance with Sections A and B 

hereinabove shall satisfy the requirements of §308-105 and the issuance of a Housing 
Permit Registration shall be subject to compliance with the remaining provisions of 
Subsection A. 
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