
 
Monday, August 3, 2015 

4:00 pm 
City Council Office  

Committee of the Whole 
 

The Nominations and Appointments Committee will meet as needed to address 
nominations and appointments to the City’s boards, authorities and commissions. 
 
Although Council committee meetings are open to the public, public comment is not permitted at 
Council Committee meetings. However, citizens are encouraged to attend and observe the meetings. 
Comment from citizens or professionals during the meeting may be solicited on agenda topics via 
invitation by the Committee Chair. 
 
All electronic recording devices must be at the entry door in all meeting rooms and offices, as per Bill 
No. 27-2012 
 
I. Interview 

4:00 – Steve Elmarzouky – reappointment – Police Civil Service Board 
4:15 – Pamela Johnson – appointment – Police Civil Service Board 
4:30 – Zelda Yoder – appointment – Human Relations Commission 

 
II. Appointment Recommendations 
 
III. Review Pending Applications Memo & BAC Openings 
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Monday, July 20, 2015 

Meeting Report 
 

Attendance:  D. Sterner, M. Goodman-Hinnershitz 
 
Others Attending:   B. Rivera, F. Denbowski 
 
The meeting was called to order at 4:05 pm by Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz. 
 
I. Interviews 
 
Steven Symons (appointment - RAWA) 
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz questioned why Mr. Symons is interested in serving on this 
board.  Mr. Symons stated that he currently sits on the Plumbing Board and has served 
there for the past five years.  He stated that because he sits on the Plumbing Board, he 
has experience with how boards conduct business.  He stated that he was a resident of 
the City for many years and expressed the belief that no one who has served on the 
RAWA Board has had a plumbing background.  He believes that his skills as a plumber 
will be beneficial to the RAWA Board. 
 
Mr. Sterner questioned if Mr. Symons encountered any situations while serving on the 
Plumbing Board involving the tampering of meters.  Mr. Symons stated that he has not 
had any experience with that and he credited Mr. Montgomery, the City’s Plumbing 
Inspector, for keeping those issues from getting to the Plumbing Board.   
 
Mr. Symons stated that most of the business of the Plumbing Board consists of 
homeowners and tenants trying to do their own work without following the code and 
obtaining permits.    

 

CITY COUNCIL 
 
 

Nominations & Appointments 
Committee  

2 
 



 
Mr. Symons stated that he has been involved in the plumbing trade for 35 years and  
was formerly a UGI supervisor when he retired with 20 years of service.  He expressed 
the belief that he would be an asset to the RAWA Board. 
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz questioned what Mr. Symons’s understanding of RAWA is 
and how it operates.  Mr. Symons stated that he understands RAWA to be their own 
entity, operating on their own.  
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz stated that though they operate on their own, the water 
system is still owned by the City and must comply with the Authorities Act. 
 
Mr. Sterner questioned if Mr. Symons had an opinion about the recent discussion 
regarding the billing issues at RAWA.  Mr. Symons stated that he believes RAWA 
should focus on their line of expertise which is water; it is what RAWA does well. 
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz questioned what Mr. Symons believes RAWA does 
exceptionally well.  Mr. Symons stated that his dealings with RAWA have always been 
positive.  
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz questioned what Mr. Symons believes RAWA could 
improve.  Mr. Symons stated that it wouldn’t be fair to answer that question not fully 
knowing all the pertinent information. 
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz questioned if Mr. Symons would be available to attend 
RAWA meetings.  Mr. Symons responded that his commitments would not interfere 
with attending meetings as necessary. 
 
Mr. Sterner and Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz thanked Mr. Symons for his time and his 
interest in serving on the RAWA board. 
 
William Harst (reappointment – Zoning Hearing Board)     
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz questioned how long Mr. Harst has been a member of this 
Board.  Mr. Harst stated that this would be his second term. 
 
Mr. Sterner questioned why he is interested in a second term.  Mr. Harst stated that he 
really enjoys serving on the Board and he was also a former educator.   
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Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz questioned what Mr. Harst thought works well with the 
Zoning Hearing Board and what could use improvement.  Mr. Harst stated that Mr. 
Peiffer is a terrific administrator and that Mr. Price is a great solicitor for the Board.  He 
stated that new codes are being revised to replace those that are outdated which he 
views as a positive.  He stated that the City needs to bring in more businesses to 
improve economic conditions.  He stated that parking in the City could also be 
improved.  He stated that though there have been improvements made in center City 
surrounding the Santander Arena and Performing Arts Center, there are other areas in 
the City that are extremely congested and that parking is a big enough issue to deter 
outsiders  from visiting the City. 
 
Mr. Sterner questioned if the Zoning Hearing Board has contacted the Parking 
Authority.  Mr. Harst stated that there has been no contact with the Parking Authority; 
however, he agreed with the need for conversation.  He also stated that contact should 
be made with the Planning Commission.  
 
Mr. Harst stated that another problem is that residents make changes to their properties 
without first seeking approval.  The property owners then look to have the changes 
approved after the work has been performed. 
 
Mr. Sterner questioned if the Board then denies approval.  Mr. Harst stated that it 
depends how beneficial the modifications may be to the City in general but the person 
seeking approval would still have to pay a penalty for not going through the process 
properly.  
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz thanked Mr. Harst. 
 
The Nominations and Appointments Committee recommends the reappointment of 
William Harst to the Zoning Hearing Board. 
 
Heminton Urena (reappointment – Blighted Property Review Committee) 
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz stated that this Committee is of special interest to her and 
asked Mr. Urena why he would like to be reappointed.  Mr. Urena stated that he has 
been on the Committee since its inception and has seen many positive changes 
throughout that time. 
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz questioned what works well with the Blighted Property 
Review Committee (BPRC) and what could be improved.  Mr. Urena stated that at the 
start of the Committee’s work everything was extremely time consuming and, 
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fortunately, there have been improvements in that area.  He stated that tracking 
required modifications/changes that need to be made to each property on the blighted 
list would be helpful.  
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz thanked Mr. Urena.   
 
The Nominations and Appointments Committee recommends the reappointment of 
Heminton Urena to the Blighted Property Review Committee.   
 
The Nominations and Appointments Committee adjourned at 4:45 pm.   

 
 Respectfully Submitted by, 

Bea Rivera, 
Legislative Aide 
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TO: Nominations and Appointments Committee 

FROM:  Shelly Katzenmoyer, Deputy City Clerk 

DATE:  August 3, 2015 

SUBJECT:  Pending Applications 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

The following persons have applications for Boards, Authorities, and 
Commissions pending: 
 
Stadium Commission – 1 opening 

• Frank Gromis – appointment – sent to Mayor May 2015 
 
Police Civil Service Board – 2 openings 

• Pamela Johnson – appointment 
• Elsayed Elmarzouky - reappointment 

 
Board of Ethics – 2 openings 

• Jonathan DelCollo – reappointment – sent to Mayor May 2015 
 
Redevelopment Authority – 2 openings 

• Roberto Campitelli – appointment – sent to Mayor May 2015 
• Twila Fisher – appointment – has Mayoral approval 

 
Water Authority – 1 opening 

• Steven Symons – appointment – sent to Mayor July 2015 
• Johanny Cepeda – appointment – has Mayoral 

recommendation 
 
Animal Control Board – 3 openings 

• Richard Rosato – appointment – has Mayoral approval 
• Amy Crawford – appointment – has Mayoral approval 

C I T Y  O F  R E A D I N G ,  P E N N S Y L V A N I A  
 
 

M E M O R A N D U M  
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• Megan Ebersole – appointment – will need Mayoral approval 
 
Human Relations Commission – 3 openings 

• Zelda Yoder – appointment – has Mayoral approval 
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BOARDS, AUTHORITIES & COMMISSIONS 

OPEN SEATS 

    August 3, 2015 

    Board, Authority & 
Commission 

Mayor appointment w/ 
Council approval 

Mayor 
appointment Council appointment 

BOARDS 
Electrician's 
Examining       

Board     
      Board full 
       
Plumbing Board of       
Examiners Board full     
       
        

Reading HVAC Board     
     5 openings 
       
        

Zoning Hearing Board      
      2 alternate openings 
       
       
Police Civil Service       
Board     2 openings 
      2 applications pending 
        

Fire Civil Service       
Board     1 opening 
       
        

Board of Historical       
Architectural Review     3 openings 
       
       
Board of Trustees of 
the Reading Public    1 City opening 

Library      
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Board of Health      1 opening 
       1 alternate opening 
        
       
Board of Ethics       
  2 openings     
  1 application pending     
        
Building/Fire Code 
Board of Appeals       

  1 opening     
   2 alternate openings    
       

Animal Control Board      
  3 openings     
  3 applications pending     
        

Charter Board      
  2 openings     
       
        

Code & License     
 Appeals Board  3 alternate openings     

       
        

Minority Bus. Board      

   7 openings     

        
        

City-wide Diversity      
Board     Board full 
       
        
Main St Board    
 Board full   
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AUTHORITIES 
Reading Area Water        
Authority     2 openings 
      2 applications pending 
        
Reading 
Redevelopment       

Authority 2 openings    
  2 applications pending    
        

Reading Housing       
Authority Board full    
      
        

Reading Parking       
Authority  Board full   
        
        
Convention Center 
Authority       

      Board full 
       
Downtown 
Improvement       

District Authority 1 opening    
       
        
City Revitalization    
Improvement Zone   2 openings 
Authority    
    

COMMISSIONS 
Planning Commission       
  2 openings    
       
        

Reading Shade Tree       
Commission 2 openings    
       
        

Stadium       
Commission 1 opening    
  1 application pending    
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Reading Human 3 openings     
Relations Commission 1 application pending    
        
        
Blighted Property 
Review Committee Board Full     
  

 
    

        
        
Environmental 
Advisory     1 opening 
Council     

     
Recreation    
Commission Board full   
    
    
Audit    
Committee   1 opening 
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