
 
Tuesday, January 20, 2015 

4:00 pm 
City Council Office  

Committee of the Whole 
 

The Nominations and Appointments Committee will meet as needed to address 
nominations and appointments to the City’s boards, authorities and commissions. 
 
Although Council committee meetings are open to the public, public comment is not permitted at 
Council Committee meetings. However, citizens are encouraged to attend and observe the meetings. 
Comment from citizens or professionals during the meeting may be solicited on agenda topics via 
invitation by the Committee Chair. 
 
All electronic recording devices must be at the entry door in all meeting rooms and offices, as per Bill 
No. 27-2012 
 
I. Interview 

4:00 – Sean DeVine – appointment – HARB 
 
II. Appointment Recommendations 
 
III. Review Pending Applications Memo/BAC Openings/Board, 
Authority,  Commission membership 
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Monday, January 5, 2015 

Meeting Report 
 

Attendance:  S. Marmarou, D. Sterner, M. Goodman-Hinnershitz 
 
Others Attending:  S. Katzenmoyer 
 
The meeting was called to order at 4:04 pm by Mr. Marmarou. 
 
I. Interviews 
 
Richard Wagner (appointment – Human Relations Commission) 
  
Mr. Marmarou questioned why Mr. Wagner was interested in serving in this capacity 
and questioned Mr. Wagner’s skills and abilities in this area.  Mr. Wagner stated that he 
is a paralegal and is familiar with legal proceedings.  He stated that he is currently Vice 
President of Reading Pride and is a life-long City resident. 
 
Mr. Marmarou questioned if Mr. Wagner would be continuing his legal education.  Mr. 
Wagner stated that he was unsure at this time.  He stated that it involves much work 
and that he is having difficulty finding full time work.  He stated that additional loans 
would not be financially sound at this time.  He stated that he does not know Spanish 
and feels it is unfair to require Spanish for jobs. 
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz stated that Mr. Wagner’s work speaks for itself.  She 
questioned where Mr. Wagner saw himself in five years.  Mr. Wagner stated that he 
would like to see increased acceptance of Reading Pride and increased exposure to the 
general public.  He stated that LGBT issues should be addressed with youth.  He stated 
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that he loves Reading and will still be a resident.  He suggested opening the downtown 
vaults and tunnels as a tourist attraction. 
 
Mr. Sterner questioned why Mr. Wagner applied for this position.   Mr. Wagner stated 
that Richard Spangler suggested he apply. 
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz noted the importance of the Human Relations Commission.  
She expressed the belief that Mr. Wagner will hear interesting cases. 
 
Mr. Sterner noted the experience of Mr. Wagner. 
 
Mr. Wagner stated that he is looking forward to serving. 
 
The Nominations and Appointments Committee recommends the appointment of 
Richard Wagner to the Human Relations Commission. 
 
Michael Kautter (reappointment – Fire/Building Code Board of Appeals) 
 
Mr. Marmarou questioned why Mr. Kautter was interested in continuing to serve on 
this Board.  Mr. Kautter stated that it is lots of fun.   
 
Mr. Sterner questioned how long Mr. Kautter served on this Board.  Mr. Kautter stated 
that he has served for four years.  He stated that he gets along well with the Fire and 
Trades officials.  He stated that it is their job to oversee the construction codes to the 
letter but that this is not possible for much of Reading’s building stock.  He stated that 
there is a regular flow of property owners who are trying to do the right thing.  He 
noted the need for experience and common sense to move projects forward.  He stated 
that the Board also reviews emergency demolitions. 
 
Mr. Marmarou stated that Council has been hearing an increased number of HARB 
appeals.  He expressed the belief that Trades should attend these hearings.  Mr. Kautter 
stated that he hears about many of the appeals as the chair of HARB works in his office. 
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz expressed the belief that property owners do not follow 
HARB regulations.  Mr. Kautter stated that many of them do work before getting 
permission and there are violations after the fact. 
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz noted the need to update the construction codes.  She noted 
the PVC versus copper piping issue.  Mr. Kautter stated that this particular issue would 
involve the mechanical code and the electrical code.  He expressed the belief that 
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Reading’s amendments to the codes are not overreaching.  He stated that the codes in 
New York City do not allow PVC of any kind anywhere.  He explained that it is deadly 
to fire fighters as it gives off a deadly gas when it burns. 
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz expressed the belief that many property owners do not 
realize they have made unsafe decisions when they do work on their properties. 
 
The Nominations and Appointments Committee recommends the reappointment of 
Michael Kautter to the Fire/Building Code Board of Appeals. 
 
 
William “Gus” Giddens (appointment – Housing Authority) 
 
Mr. Marmarou questioned why Mr. Giddens was interested in serving in this capacity.  
Mr. Giddens stated that he has always been involved in the work of the City.  He stated 
that he works to make a difference.  He stated that he formerly served on the Human 
Relations Commission and felt the need to come back and serve on a board, authority or 
commission.  He stated that he reviewed the openings available on the City’s website 
and felt that his past experience qualifies him to serve on the Housing Authority. 
 
There was a discussion about RHS boys basketball. 
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz stated that the Housing Authority is evolving and is now an 
economic development partner.  She questioned how Mr. Giddens would make 
decisions based on this new scope.  Mr. Giddens stated that he has had conversations 
with Mr. Luckey.  He noted the need for teamwork and informed decision making.  He 
stated that without facts and details it would be difficult for him to answer that 
question at this time.  He stated that he will make good, sound decisions. 
 
Mr. Marmarou stated that the City needs people with good ideas.  Mr. Giddens stated 
that he has a background in management at CarTech.   
 
The Nominations and Appointments Committee recommends the appointment of 
William “Gus” Giddens to the Housing Authority. 
 
The Nominations and Appointments Committee adjourned at 4:28 pm.   

 
 Respectfully Submitted by, 

Shelly Katzenmoyer, CMC 
Deputy City Clerk 
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TO: Nominations and Appointments Committee 

FROM:  Shelly Katzenmoyer, Deputy City Clerk 

DATE:  January 20, 2015 

SUBJECT:  Pending Applications 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

The following persons have applications for Boards, Authorities, and 
Commissions pending: 
 
Stadium Commission – 3 openings 

• Kevin Graybill – appointment – has Mayoral approval – 
interviewed 11/17/14 

• Joseph Eppihimer – appointment – has Mayoral approval – 
interviewed 12/15/14 

• Ronald Huber – appointment – sent to Mayor November 2014 
• Annarose Milch – appointment – sent to Mayor December 

2014 
• Richard Rodriguez – appointment – has Mayoral approval 

 
Water Authority – 2 openings 

• Ronald Hatt – appointment – has recommendation of Mayor - 
interviewed 12/15/14 

 
Main Street Board – 2 openings 

• Craig Poole – appointment – has Mayoral approval 
• Lawrence Miller – appointment – will need Mayoral approval 
• Ian Gross – appointment – sent to Mayor December 2014 

 
Library Board – 1 City opening 

• Henriette Alban – reappointment  
 
HARB – 6 openings 

• Sean DeVine - appointment 

C I T Y  O F  R E A D I N G ,  P E N N S Y L V A N I A  
 
 

M E M O R A N D U M  
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Code and License Appeals Board – 3 openings, 3 alternate 
openings 

• John Hefferon – reappointment – sent to Mayor January 2015 
 
Charter Board – 1 opening 

• Troy Vazquez – appointment – will need Mayoral approval 
 
Zoning Hearing Board – 1 opening and 1 alternate opening 

• William Harst – reappointment 
 
Downtown Improvement District – 2 openings 

• Richard McDougall – reappointment – sent to Mayor January 
2015 
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BOARDS, AUTHORITIES & COMMISSIONS 

OPEN SEATS 

    January 20, 2015 

    Board, Authority & 
Commission 

Mayor appointment w/ 
Council approval 

Mayor 
appointment Council appointment 

BOARDS 
Electrician's 
Examining       

Board     
      Board full 
       
Plumbing Board of       
Examiners Board full     
       
        

Reading HVAC Board     
     5 openings 
       
        

Zoning Hearing Board     1 opening 
      1 alternate opening 
      1 application pending 
       
Police Civil Service       
Board     1 opening 
       
        

Fire Civil Service       
Board     1 opening 
       
        

Board of Historical       
Architectural Review     5 openings 
      1 application pending 
       
Board of Trustees of 
the Reading Public    1 City opening 

Library     1 application pending 
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Board of Health      1 opening 
       1 alternate opening 
       
       
Board of Ethics       
  1 opening     
       
        
Building/Fire Code 
Board of Appeals       

  1 opening     
   2 alternate openings    
       

Animal Control Board      
  3 openings     
       
        

Charter Board      
  1 opening     
  1 application pending     
        

Code & License  3 openings    
 Appeals Board  3 alternate openings     

  1 application pending     
        

Minority Bus. Board 7 openings     

        

        
        

Police Diversity       
 Board   3 openings   

     1 alternate 
opening   

        
City-wide Diversity      
Board     Board full 
       
        
Main St Board 2 openings   
 3 applications pending   
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AUTHORITIES 
Reading Area Water        
Authority     Board full 
      1 application pending 
        
Reading 
Redevelopment       

Authority 2 openings    
      
        

Reading Housing       
Authority Board full    
      
        

Reading Parking       
Authority  Board full   
        
        
Convention Center 
Authority       

      Board full 
       
Downtown 
Improvement       

District Authority 2 openings    
  1 application pending     
        
City Revitalization    
Improvement Zone   5 openings 
Authority    
    

COMMISSIONS 
Planning Commission       
  2 openings    
       
        

Reading Shade Tree       
Commission 2 openings    
       
        

Stadium       
Commission 3 openings    
  5 applications pending    
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Reading Human 2 openings     
Relations Commission     
        
        
Blighted Property 
Review Committee 1 opening     
  

 
    

        
        
Environmental 
Advisory     1 opening 
Council     

     
Recreation    
Commission Board full   
    
    
Audit    
Committee   Board Full 
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