
REGULAR MEETING                                       MONDAY, FEBRYARY 10, 2014 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS                         7:00 P.M. 
The Regular Meetings of City Council are filmed and can be viewed LIVE while the meeting is taking 
place or at your convenience at any time after the meeting on the City’s website at 
www.ReadingPa.gov, under Info and Downloads/Meetings and Agenda. All electronic recording 
devices must be located behind the podium area in Council Chambers and located at the entry door in 
all other meeting rooms and offices, as per Bill No. 27-2012. 
             
1. OPENING MATTERS 
A. CALL TO ORDER 
B. INVOCATION:  Pastor Felipe Fana, Iglesia Misionera La Senda 
C. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
D. ROLL CALL 
 
2. PROCLAMATIONS AND PRESENTATIONS 

• Council Commendation recognizing Black History Month, accepted by NAACP 
 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT – AGENDA MATTERS: 
 Citizens have the opportunity to address the Council, by registering with the City Clerk by 5 pm on the day of 
the scheduled Council meeting or by legibly printing their name, address and the subject matter to be discussed on a 
sign-up sheet found on the podium in Council Chambers between 5 pm and 7 pm on the day of the scheduled meeting.  
All remarks must be directed to Council as a body and not to any individual Council member or public or elected official 
in attendance. Any person making personally offensive or impertinent remarks or any person becoming unruly while 
addressing Council may be called to order by the Presiding Officer and may be barred from speaking before Council, 
unless permission to continue speaking is granted by the majority vote of Council. 
 All comments by the public shall be made from the speaker's podium. Citizens attending the meeting may not 
cross into the area beyond the podium.  Any materials to be distributed to Council must be given to the City Clerk before 
the meeting is called to order.  
 Those commenting on agenda business shall speak at the beginning of the meeting and shall limit their 
remarks to 5 minutes. Those commenting on general matters shall speak after the legislative business is concluded and 
shall limit their remarks to 3 minutes. No comments shall be made from any other location except the podium, and 
anyone making "out of order" comments may be subject to removal. There will be no demonstration at the conclusion of 
anyone's remarks. Citizens may not ask questions of Council members or other elected or public officials in attendance. 
 
4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA  
A. MINUTES: Regular Meeting of January 27, 20134 
B. AGENDA:  Regular Meeting of February 10, 2014 

 

CITY COUNCIL 
Meeting Agenda 
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5. Consent Agenda Legislation  
A. Resolution - authorize the promotion of Officer Scott E. Shultz to the rank of Sergeant 
(Police) 
 
B. Resolution - authorizing conditional offers of employment to the seven probationary Fire 
Department firefighters and paramedics as per the SAFER Grant, effective February 24, 2014 
(Fire) 
 
C. Award of Contract - for municipal trash slingers to the Laborers District Council of 
Eastern Pennsylvania at the cost of $15.90 per worker (Purchasing Mgr)      
 
D. Resolution - signifying their intent to adopt the attached Policy and Procedures for Consultant 
Selection for the River Road Extension Project (Pub Works) 
 
6. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT 
 
7. REPORT FROM OFFICE OF THE AUDITOR 
 
8. REPORT FROM DEPT. DIRECTORS, BOARDS, AUTHORITIES, & 
COMMISSIONS 
Library Board – Renee Dietrich, Pres. and Frank Kasprowicz Exec. Dir 
 
9. ORDINANCES FOR FINAL PASSAGE 
Request from the Administration to table the following: 
 
A. Bill No. 5-2014 - authorizing the mayor to execute an easement between the City of 
Reading and UGI Utilities, Inc., thereby conveying unto UGI Utilities, Inc.  a non-exclusive, 
perpetual easement in gross upon that portion of premises known as TAX PARCEL # 
531702762194 as shown on drawing number D-4900213 sheet 1 (SEE ATTACHED) (Law) 
Introduced at the Jan 13 regular meeting; Tabled at the Jan 27 regular meeting 
 
B. Bill No. 10-2014 – authorizing the temporary easement on city-owned land in 
Perry/Richmond Townships to the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania (Law) Introduced at the 
Jan 13 regular meeting; Tabled at the Jan 27 regular meeting TO BE DISTRIBUTED on 
MONDAY 
 
C. Bill No. 11-2014 – authorizing the sale of city-owned land in Perry/Richmond Townships 
to the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania (Law) Introduced at the Jan 13 regular meeting; 
Tabled at the Jan 27 regular meeting TO BE DISTRIBUTED on MONDAY 
 
D. Bill No. 12-2014 – Directing the Berks County Board of Elections to place the following 
referendum question to voters of the City of Reading on the 2014 primary ballot to amend Home 
Rule Charter Section 904 (d) – Budget (CRC/ Law) Introduced at the Jan 27 regular meeting; 
Final version to be distributed Monday 
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E. Bill No. 13-2014 - Directing the Berks County Board of Elections to place the following 
referendum question to voters of the City of Reading on the 2014 primary ballot to amend Home 
Rule Charter Sections 215, 601, 602 and 908 (c) – Administrative Code,  Procedures, Ordinances 
and [Budget] Amendment after Adoption (CRC/Law) Introduced at the Jan 27 regular 
meeting; Final version to be distributed Monday 
 
F. Bill No. 14-2014 - Directing the Berks County Board of Elections to place the following 
referendum question to voters of the City of Reading on the 2014 primary ballot to amend Home 
Rule Charter Section 1203 – Review of Charter (CRC/Law) Introduced at the Jan 27 regular 
meeting; Final version to be distributed Monday 
 
G. Bill No. 15-2014 - Directing the Berks County Board of Elections to place the following 
referendum question to voters of the City of Reading on the 2014 primary ballot to amend Home 
Rule Charter Sections 308 and 406 – Powers and Duties of the Mayor and Managing Director 
(CRC/Law) Introduced at the Jan 27 regular meeting; Final version to be distributed 
Monday 
  
H. Bill No. 16-2014 - Directing the Berks County Board of Elections to place the following 
referendum question to voters of the City of Reading on the 2014 primary ballot to amend Home 
Rule Charter Section 502 – Eligibility of the City Auditor (CRC/Law) Introduced at the Jan 27 
regular meeting; Final version to be distributed Monday 
 
I. Bill No. 17-2014 - Directing the Berks County Board of Elections to place the following 
referendum question to voters of the City of Reading on the 2014 primary ballot to amend Home 
Rule Charter Section 1002 (c) – Membership Qualifications (CRC/Law) Introduced at the 
Jan 27 regular meeting; Final version to be distributed Monday 
 
Request from the Administration to withdraw the following: 
 
J. Ordinance – authorizing a one year lease agreement between the City and Egelman’s Park 
Association for the Egelman’s Park baseball field (Managing Director) Introduced at the Jan 27 
regular meeting 
 
10. INTRODUCTION OF NEW ORDINANCES 
 
A. Ordinance – Requesting the transfer of $40,000.00 from Contracted Services; $13,000.00 
from General Plant Supplies; and $9,000.00 from Maintenance / Repair.  With an overall total of 
$62,000.00 to be transferred to Vehicles (20-07-02-4803) to cover cost of new vehicle purchase 
for the Shade Tree Commission (Pub. Works)    
 
B. Ordinance – amending City Code Section 496, Part 2 by creating a curbside waste 
collection program (Law) 
 
C. Ordinance – amending City Code Chapter 212 by creating a curbside waste collection fee 
(Law) 
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11. RESOLUTIONS 
A. Resolution – adopting the Council Committee structure and assignments for 2014-15 
(Council Staff) 
 
12. PUBLIC COMMENT – GENERAL MATTERS 
Please see public speaking rules on first page 
 
13. COUNCIL BUSINESS / COMMENTS 
 
14. COUNCIL MEETING SCHEDULE 
 Wednesday, February 12 
Committee of the Whole – Penn Room – 5 pm re 5 yr Projections w/ PFM 
 
Thursday, February 13 
Executive Session – Penn Room – 3:30 pm with PFM re Act 73 
 
Monday, February 17 
City Hall Closed – President’s Day Holiday 
 
**Tuesday, February 18** 
Nominations and Appointments Committee – Council Office – 4:30 pm 
 
Monday, February 24 
Committee of the Whole – Council Office – 5 pm 
Regular Meeting – Council Chambers – 7 pm 
 
15. BAC AND COMMUNITY GROUP MEETING SCHEDULE 
 
Monday, February 10 
Fire Civil Service Board – Penn Room – 4 pm 
6th & Amity Neighborhood & Playground Assn – 6th & Amity field house – 6:30 pm 
 
Tuesday, February 11 
Water Authority Workshop – Water Authority Office – 4 pm 
District 11 Crime Watch – Orthodox Presbyterian Church – 7 pm 
 
Wednesday, February 12 
Zoning Hearing Board – Council Chambers – 5:30 pm 
Human Relations Commission – HRC Office – 6 pm 
Center City Community Organization – Holy Cross Church – 6 pm 
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Thursday, February 13 
Police Pension Board – Penn Room – 10 am 
Outlet Area Neighborhood Assn – St Mark’s Lutheran Church – 6:30 pm 
 
Monday, February 17 
Library Board – 113 S 4th St – 4 pm 
 
Tuesday, February 18 
HARB – Planning Conference Room – 7 pm 
Charter Board – Penn Room – 8 pm 
 
Wednesday, February 19 
Redevelopment Authority – Redevelopment Authority Office – 6:30 pm 
 
Thursday, February 20 
Blighted Property Review Committee – Council Chambers – 6 pm 
 
Monday, February 24 
DID Authority – 645 Penn St 5th floor – noon 
District 7 Crime Watch – Holy Spirit Church – 7 pm 
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City of Reading City Council 
Regular Business Meeting 
Monday, January 27, 2014 

 
Council President Francis Acosta called the meeting to order.  
 
The invocation was given by Pastor Prentice from the Reading Vicinity Ministerium 
Association. 
 
All present pledged to the flag. 
 

ATTENDANCE 
 
Council President Acosta 
Councilor Daubert, District 1 
Councilor Goodman-Hinnershitz, District 2 
Councilor Sterner, District 3 
Councilor Marmarou, District 4 
Councilor Reed, District 5 
Councilor Waltman, District 6 
City Auditor D. Cituk 
City Solicitor C. Younger 
City Clerk L. Kelleher 
Managing Director C. Snyder 
Mayor V. Spencer 
 
PROCLAMATIONS AND PRESENTATIONS 
City Council issued Certificates of Recognition to Berks Catholic High School outstanding fall 
athletes. The certificates will be mailed to the school. 
 
City Council also recognized the Miss Teen America competition and those competing in this 
year’s competition. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Council President Acosta reviewed the public speaking regulations and stated that one (1) 
individual is registered to address Council this evening on agenda matters and three (3) 
individuals are registered on non-agenda matters. He inquired if anyone objected to 
suspending the rule requiring non-agenda comment at the end of the meeting.  No one 
objected therefore the rule requiring non-agenda comment at the end of the meeting was 
suspended.  He reminded those registered to speak of the remaining rules. 
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Justus James, representing AFSCME, asked Council to approve the budget transfer to fund 
the recycling program listed on tonight’s agenda.  He stated that the in-sourced program was 
running well until the recent litigation over the recycling fees. He described the variables 
with the recycling program. 
 
Bonita Clark, of Muhlenberg, requested an update on the concerns raised over pedestrian 
safety at 2nd and Penn Sts., 2nd and Washington Sts., and Front and Washington Sts.  She 
expressed the belief that some of the proposed changes will address the problems at some 
intersections and she asked Council and the administration not to forget the disabled who 
rely on mobility devices. She described the problems created when vehicles encroach into the 
crosswalk areas at intersections. 
 
Denise Dzubur, of Douglass Street, was not present. 
 
Melvyn Jacobsen, of North 5th Street, stated that he is dismayed and aghast with the amount 
of money the mayor spent on legal expenses for Charter Board complaints.  He noted that the 
firm representing the mayor is not local so the money spent will not benefit the community.  
He stated that the City’s financial woes have placed a burden on the taxpayers and prevented 
the City from maintaining its infrastructure.  He also noted that due to these financial issues 
the administration depends on grants to replace public furniture and make other 
infrastructure repairs and improvements.  He questioned what the mayor will do to impress 
citizens and those who continue to volunteer on the City’s boards, authorities and 
commissions.  He expressed the belief that the money spent on Charter Board complaints is a  
public embarrassment.  
 
The public comment period was closed. 
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA & MINUTES 
Council President Acosta called Council's attention to the agenda for this meeting, including 
the legislation listed under the Consent Agenda heading and the minutes from the January 
13th Regular Meeting of Council.  He noted the need to add an Ordinance for Introduction 
that will extend the Egleman’s Park lease agreement and the withdrawal of Bill No.9-2014 
relating to an amendment to the Position Ordinance under Ordinances for Final Passage. 
 
Councilor Marmarou moved, seconded by Councilor Sterner, to approve the minutes from 
the January 10th Regular Meeting of Council and the agenda, as amended for this meeting, 
including the legislation listed under the Consent Agenda heading.  The motion was 
approved unanimously.   
 
Consent Agenda 
A. Award of Contract -  to Crown Castle USA for Cellular towers  (Purchasing Mgr)  
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ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT 
The mayor read the report distributed to Council at the meeting in summary: 

• Announcing the State of the City Address on Wednesday, January 29th at 3 pm in 
Council Chambers 

• Update of the Downtown Revitalization Strategy 
• Announcement of the Police Department’s ReadiStat presentation at the Department 

Director’s meeting tomorrow 
 
Councilor Goodman-Hinnershitz stated that she is pleased that crime has decreased.  She 
suggested that the Police Department place special focus on juvenile crime.  She noted the 
safety risks associated with electric and propane space heaters used during the winter 
weather months. 
 
AUDITOR’S REPORT 
City Auditor Cituk read the report distributed to Council at the meeting in summary: 

• Year-end 2013 Admissions Tax/Fee collection 
• Year-end 2013 Real Estate Transfer Tax collection 
• Submission of the Liquid Fuels MS-965 report to PennDOT 

REPORT FROM DEPT. DIRECTORS, BOARDS, AUTHORITIES, & COMMISSIONS 
Paul Janssen, Charter Review Commission (CRC) facilitator and Rosemary Vitale, Chair of 
the Charter Review Commission, stated that the Commission which began meeting on the 
24th of July submitted their report to the mayor and Council within the 6th month period 
required by the Charter.   
 
Ms. Vitale stated the CRC met 19 times for more than 45 hours, which does not include the 
countless hours of research, deliberation and preparation.  She stated that the members 
provided great discussion, perspective and professionalism.  She described the CRC’s attempt 
to encourage public participation.  She noted that the CRC only expended $3-5K of their $20K 
budget.  She stated that the CRC’s recommendations include six (6) referendum questions 
that are being introduced this evening. She described the input obtained. 
 
Mr. Janssen stated that as facilitator he tried to as stay unbiased in the process as he could 
and he strived to keep the CRC moving forward.  He stated that tonight is the conclusion of 
the CRC’s responsibilities.  The final report has been distributed to the mayor and Council.  
 
Mr. Janssen offered the following observations: 

• After reviewing the Charter language, the CRC questioned the 2002 City Council’s 
refusal to place the CRCs recommendations on the ballot and they requested that an 
advisory opinion on this issue be sent to the Charter Board.  The Charter Board issued 
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an advisory opinion stating that Council must place recommendations on the ballot no 
later than the next municipal election.  He noted the CRC’s hope that all six (6) 
questions are on the spring ballot, although the spring ballot is not a municipal 
election. 

• Asked that Council consider amending the Charter Board ordinance to add a 
mediation process. 

• Noted that the joint request for the mayor and Council to have separate legal counsel 
was withdrawn by both parties. 

• Noted the numerous amount of time the CRC spent discussing the form of 
government and noted that the recommendation to recommend a Council/Manager 
form was rejected by a close 6-5 vote. 

 
ORDINANCES FOR FINAL PASSAGE 
 
Bill No. 1-2014 - authorizing the transfer of $250,000.00 from the General Fund (01) to the 
AGENCY Fund (31). The City has been awarded $250,000.00 through PA RACP funding for the 
construction portion of the Main Library Improvement Project. This request provides interim 
funding (bridge loan) to cover the $250,000.00 award as it is spent on construction (Controller) 
 
Councilor Goodman-Hinnershitz moved, seconded by Councilor Daubert, to enact Bill 
No. 1-2014. 
 
Bill No. 1-2014 was enacted by the following vote: 
 

Yeas:   Daubert, Goodman-Hinnershitz, Marmarou, Reed, Sterner, Waltman, Acosta, 
President - 7 

 Nays:  None - 0 
 
Bill No. 2-2014  –  authorizing the transfer of $850,000.00 from the General Fund to the 
Trash/Recycle Fund to alleviate cash flow issues resulting from the distribution of the receivables 
from RAWA to the City on the 15th of each month as per current (April 9, 2013) MOU 
(Controller). 
 
Councilor Marmarou moved, seconded by Councilor Goodman-Hinnershitz, to enact Bill 
No. 2-2014. 
 
Bill No. 2-2014 was enacted by the following vote: 
 

Yeas:   Daubert, Goodman-Hinnershitz, Marmarou, Reed, Sterner, Waltman, Acosta, 
President - 7 

 Nays:  None - 0 
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Bill No. 3-2014  – authorizing the transfer of $550,000.00 from the General Fund to the 
Trash/Recycle Fund to alleviate cash flow issues resulting from the distribution of the receivables 
from RAWA to the City on the 15th of each month as per current (April 9, 2013) MOU 
(Controller). 
 
Councilor Goodman-Hinnershitz moved, seconded by Councilor Reed, to enact Bill No. 3-
2014. 
 
Managing Director Snyder explained that the transfer for the trash program is a temporary 
transfer to handle the cash flow issue; however, the transfer for the recycling program was 
caused by the delay in the collection of the recycling fee. 
 
Bill No. 3-2014 was enacted by the following vote: 
 

Yeas:   Daubert, Goodman-Hinnershitz, Marmarou, Reed, Sterner, Waltman, Acosta, 
President - 7 

 Nays:  None - 0 
 
Bill No.4-2014  – correcting an error in the Per Capita Tax Ordinance (Bus Analyst) 
Advertised 1-20-14 
 
Councilor Marmarou moved, seconded by Councilor Goodman-Hinnershitz, to enact Bill 
No. 4-2014. 
 
Bill No. 4-2014 was enacted by the following vote: 
 

Yeas:   Daubert, Goodman-Hinnershitz, Marmarou, Reed, Sterner, Waltman, Acosta, 
President - 7 

 Nays:  None - 0 
 
Bill No. 5-2014  - authorizing the mayor to execute an easement between the City of Reading 
and UGI Utilities, Inc., thereby conveying unto UGI Utilities, Inc.  a non-exclusive, perpetual 
easement in gross upon that portion of premises known as TAX PARCEL # 531702762194 as 
shown on drawing number D-4900213 sheet 1 (SEE ATTACHED) (Law) Advertised 1-20-14 
 
Councilor Goodman-Hinnershitz moved, seconded by Councilor Reed, to table Bill No. 5-
2014. 
 
Bill No. 5-2014 was tabled by the following vote: 
 

Yeas:   Daubert, Goodman-Hinnershitz, Marmarou, Reed, Sterner, Waltman, Acosta, 
President - 7 

 Nays:  None - 0 
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Bill No. 6-2014  - amending §5-209 of the Administrative Code, Public Participation (Council 
Staff/Law)  Advertised 1-20-14 
 
Councilor Goodman-Hinnershitz moved, seconded by Councilor Daubert, to enact Bill 
No. 6-2014. 
 
Bill No. 6-2014 was enacted by the following vote: 
 

Yeas:   Daubert, Goodman-Hinnershitz, Marmarou, Reed, Sterner, Waltman, Acosta, 
President - 7 

 Nays:  None - 0 
 
Bill No. 7-2014  - amending the Administrative Code Section 5-204 C Special Meetings, D. 
Emergency Meetings and G. regarding postponement of meetings to provide clarification 
(Council Staff/Law) Advertised 1-20-14 
 
Councilor Reed moved, seconded by Councilor Daubert, to enact Bill No. 7-2014. 
 
Bill No. 7-2014 was enacted by the following vote: 
 

Yeas:   Daubert, Goodman-Hinnershitz, Marmarou, Reed, Sterner, Waltman, Acosta, 
President - 7 

 Nays:  None - 0 
 
Bill No. 8-2014  – amending the Administrative Code Section 5-809 Department Of Police, 
Section B 2 to provide clarification. (Council Staff/Law) Advertised 1-20-14 
 
Councilor Marmarou moved, seconded by Councilor Goodman-Hinnershitz, to enact Bill 
No. 8-2014. 
 
Bill No. 8-2014 was enacted by the following vote: 
 

Yeas:   Daubert, Goodman-Hinnershitz, Marmarou, Reed, Sterner, Waltman, Acosta, 
President - 7 

 Nays:  None - 0 
 
WITHDRAWN - I. Bill No. 9-2014  – modifying the 2014 Position Ordinance, 
transferring one Clerical Position from the Department of Community Development, Property 
Maintenance Division, to the Department of Administrative Services, Citizens Services Center 
Division and amending the respective budgets accordingly (Bus Analyst) 

 
Bill No. 10-2014  – authorizing the temporary easement on city-owned land in 
Perry/Richmond Townships to the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania (Law) TO BE DISTRIBUTED 
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on MONDAY; Advertised 1-20-14 
 
Bill No. 11-2014  – authorizing the sale of city-owned land in Perry/Richmond Townships to 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania (Law) TO BE DISTRIBUTED on MONDAY Advertised 1-20-
14 
 
Councilor Goodman-Hinnershitz moved, seconded by Councilor Daubert, to table Bill 
Nos.10 and 11-2014. 
 
Bill Nos. 10 and 11-2014 were tabled by the following vote: 
 

Yeas:   Daubert, Goodman-Hinnershitz, Marmarou, Reed, Sterner, Waltman, Acosta, 
President - 7 

 Nays:  None - 0 
 
INTRODUCTION OF NEW ORDINANCES 
The following ordinances were read into the record: 
 
A. Ordinance – Directing the Berks County Board of Elections to place the following 
referendum question to voters of the City of Reading on the 2014 primary ballot to amend                  
Home Rule Charter Section 904 (d) – Budget (CRC/ Law) 
 
B. Ordinance -  Directing the Berks County Board of Elections to place the following 
referendum question to voters of the City of Reading on the 2014 primary ballot to amend 
Home Rule Charter Sections 215, 601, 602 and 908 (c) – Administrative Code,               Procedures, 
Ordinances and [Budget] Amendment after Adoption (CRC/Law) 
 
C. Ordinance -  Directing the Berks County Board of Elections to place the following 
referendum question to voters of the City of Reading on the 2014 primary ballot to amend 
Home Rule Charter Section 1203 – Review of Charter (CRC/Law) 
 
D. Ordinance -  Directing the Berks County Board of Elections to place the following 
referendum question to voters of the City of Reading on the 2014 primary ballot to amend Home 
Rule Charter Sections 308 and 406 – Powers and Duties of the Mayor and Managing Director 
(CRC/Law) 
  
E. Ordinance -  Directing the Berks County Board of Elections to place the following 
referendum question to voters of the City of Reading on the 2014 primary ballot to amend 
Home Rule Charter Section 502 – Eligibility of the City Auditor (CRC/Law) 
 
F. Ordinance -  Directing the Berks County Board of Elections to place the following 
referendum question to voters of the City of Reading on the 2014 primary ballot to amend 
Home Rule Charter Section 1002 (c) – Membership Qualifications (CRC/Law) 
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G. Ordinance - authorizing the amendment of the Egleman’s Park lease agreement (Man 
Dir/Law) 
 
 
 
 
RESOLUTIONS 
Resolution 10-2014 – approving the conditional use application for 918 Lancaster Avenue, to 
allow an additional residential unit in the former first floor commercial space (Council 
Staff/Law) 
 
Councilor Goodman-Hinnershitz moved, seconded by Councilor Reed, to adopt 
Resolution No. 10-2014. 
 
Resolution No. 10-2014 was adopted by the following vote: 
 

Yeas:   Daubert, Goodman-Hinnershitz, Marmarou, Reed, Sterner, Waltman, Acosta, 
President - 7 

 Nays:  None - 0 
 
Resolution 11-2014  – approving the conditional use application for 34 N 6th Street, to 
expand the zoning permit for a deli/grocery use to include a banquet hall (Council Staff/Law) 
 
Councilor Goodman-Hinnershitz moved, seconded by Councilor Reed, to adopt 
Resolution No. 11-2014. 
 
Resolution No. 11-2014 was adopted by the following vote: 
 

Yeas:   Daubert, Goodman-Hinnershitz, Marmarou, Reed, Sterner, Waltman, Acosta, 
President - 7 

 Nays:  None - 0 
 
Resolution 12-2014 – amending the Council Policy Book (Council Staff/Law) 
 
Councilor Goodman-Hinnershitz moved, seconded by Councilor Reed, to adopt 
Resolution No. 12-2014. 
 
Resolution No. 12-2014 was adopted by the following vote: 
 

Yeas:   Daubert, Goodman-Hinnershitz, Marmarou, Reed, Sterner, Waltman, Acosta, 
President - 7 

 Nays:  None - 0 
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Resolution 13-2014 – approving the appointment of the City Clerk 
 
Councilor Marmarou moved, seconded by Councilor Reed, to adopt Resolution No. 13-
2014. 
 
Councilors Goodman-Hinnershitz and Reed noted the long standing good service provided 
by Ms. Kelleher as City Clerk.  They stated that they can always count on Ms. Kelleher’s 
assistance and historical knowledge about City operations. 
 
Councilor Sterner stated that he has appreciated the assistance and guidance Ms. Kelleher 
has provided over the years and her ability as the “go to person” within City Hall. 
 
Council President Acosta agreed that Ms. Kelleher has provided great support to him and to 
the other members of Council.  He also noted his appreciation of the skill and support of the 
Council staff team over the past year. 
 
Resolution No. 13-2014 was adopted by the following vote: 
 

Yeas:   Daubert, Goodman-Hinnershitz, Marmarou, Reed, Sterner, Waltman, Acosta, 
President - 7 

 Nays:  None - 0 
 
Motion to Reconsider - the adoption of Resolution 6-2014, appointing a Vice President of 
Council. 
 
Council President Acosta stated that the Motion to Reconsider was requested by Councilor 
Daubert.  He explained that the Motion to Reconsider must be made by someone who voted 
in the affirmative on Resolution 6-2014, which appointed the Council Vice President. 
 
Councilor Daubert moved, seconded by Councilor Sterner, to reconsider the motion on 
Resolution No. 6-2013. 
 
The Motion to Reconsider Resolution No. 6-2014 was adopted by the following vote: 
 

Yeas:   Daubert, Goodman-Hinnershitz, Marmarou, Reed, Sterner, Waltman, Acosta, 
President - 7 

 Nays:  None - 0 
 
Councilor Reed moved, seconded by Councilor Goodman-Hinnershitz, to nominate 
Councilor Goodman-Hinnershitz as Council Vice President. 
 
Councilor Goodman-Hinnershitz stated she agreed to give up her continuity in the role of 
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Vice President when Councilor Reed expressed the desire to take on this role.  She noted that 
she was also willing to see Councilor Daubert fill this position.  She stated that it is critical for 
the Vice President to have good attendance at Council sessions and other functions and 
meetings.  She distributed a meeting attendance listing for herself, Councilor Reed and 
Councilor Waltman. 
 
Councilor Reed stated that she is saddened by this division of Council over selecting a Vice 
President and she also stated that she was also saddened that Councilor Daubert 
reconsidered his position after the vote was taken to nominate him as Vice President.  She 
expressed the belief that Councilor Daubert, like Councilor Goodman-Hinnershitz, would 
have brought a good level of neutrality to this position.   
 
Councilor Sterner agreed that Councilor Goodman-Hinnershitz has been very committed as 
Vice President.  He noted that the issue for him became confused when he was unsure who 
truly wanted to fill this role.  He stated that he made his commitment to Councilor Waltman 
and that he would stand behind his commitment.  He agreed that the Vice President does 
need to keep a good attendance record and he stated that he would take issue if Councilor 
Waltman’s attendance becomes problematic. 
 
Councilor Goodman-Hinnershitz explained that while she wanted to continue on in the role 
of Vice President, she agreed to step aside when Councilor Reed expressed interest. She 
stated that she was also able to step aside to support Councilor Daubert. 
 
Resolution No. 7-2014 to appoint Councilor Goodman-Hinnershitz as Vice President of 
Council was NOT adopted by the following vote: 
 

Yeas:   Goodman-Hinnershitz, Reed, Acosta, President - 3 
 Nays:  Daubert, Marmarou, Sterner, Waltman - 4 
 
Councilor Marmarou moved, seconded by Councilor Sterner, to nominate Councilor 
Waltman as Council Vice President. 
 
Councilor Reed expressed hope that Councilor Waltman will perform the duties of Vice 
President in a good, honest and fair manner. 
 
Councilor Goodman-Hinnershitz stated that while she respects Councilor Waltman, she 
would prefer that he step aside to allow someone new to have the opportunity to fill this role.  
She stated that she was surprised to hear that Councilor Marmarou supports Councilor 
Waltman as Vice President when he has been very vocal about some issues with Councilor 
Waltman. 
 
Councilor Marmarou stated that he agrees that the Vice President needs to avoid absenses 
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and that he spoke with Councilor Waltman about the need to avoid being tardy and absent. 
 
Councilor Waltman expressed the belief that the importance of this position has been 
overstated.  He noted his long term history of making decisions based on facts and what is 
best for the City.  He noted that each Councilor fills a leadership role.  He stated that he 
served approximately eight (8) years as Vice President. 
 
Council President Acosta noted that the Vice President is ceremonial and fills in when the 
President is unable to attend a meeting. He stated that he will not be relinquishing his duties 
as Council President.  He noted the need for the President and Vice President to complement 
and assist each other. He also noted that as he and Councilor Waltman have similar 
occupational responsibilities they will need to work together to avoid attendance issues and 
tardiness.  He stated that if both he and Councilor Waltman are late or absent he will need to 
designate another member to chair the session. 
 
Councilor Waltman expressed his desire to move Council forward. 
 
Resolution No. 7-2014 to appoint Councilor Waltman as Vice President of Council was 
adopted by the following vote: 
 

Yeas:   Daubert, Goodman-Hinnershitz, Marmarou, Reed, Sterner, Waltman, Acosta, 
President - 7 

 Nays:  None - 0 
 
COUNCIL COMMENT 
Councilor Goodman-Hinnershitz stated that this Sunday, February 2nd is Groundhog’s Day at 
the Pagoda.  She stated that the ceremony will take place at 6:30 am. 
 
Councilor Reed noted the passing of Harvey Kimball, community activist, and his burial last 
Saturday.  She described the events he held to promote community in his neighborhood. 
 
Councilor Marmarou noted the problems that UGI has created on his block of Linden Street 
as they continue their meter relocation project.  He noted that during weekends large vehicles 
are left to sit in the block and they take up valuable parking spaces. 
 
Councilor Sterner wished the Miss Teen Reading contestants well in the upcoming 
competition.  
 
Council President Acosta noted the need to finalize the committee structure for 2014-15. 
 
Councilor Waltman thanked all for their support. 
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Council President Acosta noted that Council had no choice but to authorize the payment of 
the Mayor’s legal bills, as not paying them could have caused late fees and additional 
litigation.  He stated that he agrees that an exorbitant amount of money has been spent to 
date; however, only the Mayor has the ability to stop legal counsel at this point. 
 
Councilor Waltman noted the need for a modification to the Charter Board ordinance to add 
a mediation process.  He suggested that parties to a complaint should first sit and discuss the 
problem to try to avoid the litigation process. 
 
Councilor Goodman-Hinnershitz agreed with the need for a mediation process.  She stated 
that the City Clerk is working with the Law Department to draft the ordinance. 
 
Councilor Marmarou moved, seconded by Councilor Goodman-Hinnershitz, to adjourn 
the regular meeting of Council. 
      
    Respectfully submitted by Linda A. Kelleher CMC, City Clerk 
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TO: City Council 
FROM: Chief William M. Heim 
PREPARED BY: Chief William M. Heim 
MEETING DATE: February 10, 2014 
AGENDA MEMO DATE: January 31, 2014 
REQUESTED ACTION: Authorize the Promotion of one Patrol Officer to Sergeant 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
The Mayor and Police Chief recommend the promotion of the following patrol officer to the rank of 
Sergeant: 
 

Officer Scott E. Shultz, date of employment January 20, 2001 
 
BACKGROUND 
There is currently a vacancy for Sergeant. Officer Scott Shultz took the written and oral examination 
for the position of sergeant and is among the top three candidates on the current certified list. The 
Police Chief has reviewed his performance, dependability, and conduct and the Mayor and Police 
Chief recommend him for promotion. 
 
BUDGETARY IMPACT 
None.  This funded position has a current vacancy.  
 
PREVIOUS ACTIONS 
None 
 
SUBSEQUENT ACTION 
Council to take action to approve a resolution to authorize the promotion of Officer Scott E. Shultz to 
the rank of Sergeant.  
 
RECOMMENDED BY 
The Mayor and Police Chief recommend approval. 
 
RECOMMENDED MOTION 
Approve/deny the resolution authorizing the promotion of Scott E. Shultz to the rank of Sergeant 
effective February 10, 2014.   
 

 

AGENDA MEMO 
 

POLICE DEPARTMENT 
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R E S O L U T I O N NO.______2014 

 
 
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF READING HEREBY RESOLVES AS 
FOLLOWS: 
 
 
Authorizing the promotion of Officer Scott E. Shultz to the rank of Sergeant 
effective February 10, 2014.   
 
 
 
 

Adopted by Council__________________________, 2014 
 
 
 
 
 
 

___________________________________ 
Francis G. Acosta 

 President of Council 
 
 
Attest: 
 
 
 
_______________________ 
Linda A. Kelleher 
City Clerk 
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TO: City Council 
FROM: Acting Fire Chief Gary A Mogel 
PREPARED BY: Acting Fire Chief Gary A Mogel 
MEETING DATE: February 10, 2014 
AGENDA MEMO DATE: February 4, 2014 
REQUESTED ACTION: Authorize the Hiring of three Firefighters and four Paramedics 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
The Mayor and Fire Chief recommend the hiring of the following Civil Service Testing Candidates: 
 
For the position of Firefighter: 
Thomas A English 
Garry Michael Clarke 
Lucas A DePledge 
For the position of Paramedic: 
Marco A Lessig-Ballas 
Mark T Demasi 
Shawn P Danner 
Zachary K Adams 
 
BACKGROUND 
In 2013, the City of Reading, Department of Fire was awarded a grant through the Federal Government 
for the hiring of Firefighters to increase the strength of the department’s personnel. Of the names 
presented to Council at that time, three did not complete their training. This SAFER Grant will cover 
the Salaries and Benefits of three of these candidates for the next year. There are also vacancies due to 
resignations.  

BUDGETARY IMPACT 
Three of the positions will be funded through a SAFER Grant for one year. The additional positions 
will be funded through the 2014 EMS budget passed by Council. These additional employees will 
serve to lessen the departments need to fill current vacancies with overtime. 
 
PREVIOUS ACTIONS 
None 
 
SUBSEQUENT ACTION 
Council to take action to approve a resolution to authorize the above names candidates to the positions 

 

AGENDA MEMO 
 

FIRE DEPARTMENT 
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listed. 
 
RECOMMENDED BY 
The Mayor and Fire Chief recommend approval. 
 
RECOMMENDED MOTION 
Approve/deny the resolution authorizing the hiring of the named individuals to the positions listed. 
 
 

R E S O L U T I O N NO._________2014 
 
THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF READING HEREBY RESOLVES AS FOLLOWS: 
 
Authorizing conditional offers of employment to the following probationary Fire Department 
firefighters and paramedics as per the SAFER Grant, effective February 24, 2014: 
 

• For the position of Firefighter: 
Thomas A English 
Garry Michael Clarke 
Lucas A DePledge 

• For the position of Paramedic: 
Marco A Lessig-Ballas 
Mark T Demasi 
Shawn P Danner 
Zachary K Adams 

 
The department’s offer of employment is conditional on the successful completion of the Fire 
Academy.  
 

Adopted by Council__________________________, 2014 
 
 

________________________________ 
Francis G. Acosta 

President of Council 
Attest: 
_______________________ 
Linda A. Kelleher CMC 
City Clerk 
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TO: City Council 
FROM: Tammi Reinhart, Purchasing Coordinator 
PREPARED BY: Tammi Reinhart, Purchasing Coordinator 
MEETING DATE: February 10, 2014   
AGENDA MEMO DATE: February 4, 2014  
RECOMMENDED ACTION: Awarding of Contract for the hiring of municipal trash slingers  
 
RECOMMENDATION 
The recommendation is to award the contract for municipal trash slingers to the Laborers District 
Council of Eastern Pennsylvania.      
 
BACKGROUND 
The City will be paying 80 percent of the wage rates set forth below.  The City of Reading also will 
remit the deductions listed in accordance with all of the terms and conditions of the Laborers District 
Council of Eastern Pennsylvania and the General and sub-contractors’ associations for covered 
employees.  As The Laborers District Council will only refer Reading residents.  However, if no 
Reading residents are available, the Union can refer other qualified workers.    
 
BUDGETARY IMPACT 
$15.90 per worker 
 
PREVIOUS ACTION 
None 
 
SUBSEQUENT ACTION 

Formal action by Council is required to award the contract at the February 10, 2014 meeting. 
 
RECOMMENDED BY 
Mayor, Managing Director, Director of Administrative Services. 
 
RECOMMENDED MOTION 
Approve/Deny the recommendation for the hiring of municipal trash slingers to the Laborers District 
Council of Eastern Pennsylvania. 
 

 

 

 AGENDA MEMO 
 
 DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES 
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R E S O L U T I O N   N O. ___________ 
 

 
WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Reading desires to adopt the attached Policy and 
Procedure for Consultant Selection for the River Road Extension Project. 
 
WHEREAS, these procedures shall be used for the orderly determination of the need to use 
consulting engineering firms, qualification and selection of firms, and general administration 
and monitoring of the engineering agreements in order to receive Federal design funding for 
projects over $100,000.00. 
 
WHEREAS, upon being notified of the need to initiate engineering services on a project, the 
City Engineer shall analyze the City resources to determine if the services of a consulting firm 
are necessary. 
 
WHEREAS, a detailed scope of work, describing the project, its location, and services 
required, will be prepared, and a request for letters of interest from consulting firms interested 
in performing the required engineering services will be advertised in newspapers of local daily 
circulation. 
 
WHEREAS, PennDOT has prepared a consultant selection procedure that has been 
approved by the Federal Highway Administration. 
 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE OT RESOLVED, and it is hereby resolved by the 
Council of the City of Reading, pursuant to the laws of Pennsylvania, hereby to 
adopt this resolution signifying their intent to adopt the attached Policy and 
Procedures for Consultant Selection for the River Road Extension Project. 
 
ADOPTED THIS __________ DAY OF ___________________ 2014 
 
 
     CITY OF READING 
 
 
 
 
     _____________________________________________ 
     FRANCIS ACOSTA, COUNCIL PRESIDENT 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
______________________________ 
LINDA A. KELLEHER, CITY CLERK 
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POLICY AND PROCEDURE FOR 
CONSULTANT SELECTION 

RIVER ROAD EXTENSION PROJECT 
 

The following procedures have been adopted by the City of Reading as authorized by action of the Council on 
_________________________.  These procedures shall be used for the orderly determination of the need to 
use consulting engineering firms, qualification and selection of firms, and general administration and monitoring 
of the engineering agreements. 
 
Upon being notified of the need to initiate engineering services on a project, the City Engineer shall analyze the 
City forces to determine if the services of a consulting firm are necessary.  The analysis regarding the need to 
engage consultants will be documented in the project file. 
 
A detailed scope of work, describing the project, its location, and services required, will be prepared. 
 
A DBE Goal Request will be submitted to PennDOT’s Consultant Agreement Section. 
 
The request for letters of interest from consulting firms interested in performing the required engineering 
services must appear in at least two newspapers, of wide local circulation, for one advertisement cycle.  
Municipality may substitute for one of these advertisements by forwarding their advertisement information to 
either: 
 

Paper Copy      Electronically 
 
American Council of Engineering Companies of PA or http://www.acecpa.org/ 
 
The advertisement will include the following information: 
 

a) Location and brief description of the required engineering services. 
b) Indication of the method of procurement as competitive negotiations; 
c) A statement that the City of Reading encourages responses from small firms, minority firms, and 

firms who have not previously performed work for the City of Reading. 
d) The Disadvantage Business Enterprise Goal, if any.  Or nondiscrimination provisions to encourage 

the prime to notify DBE subconsultants of contracting opportunities associated with the agreement 
and solicit their participation, if DBE Goals are not required for the agreement. 

e) A statement that indicates whether the modified or standard selection method will be used. 
f) A list, in order of importance, of the selection criteria against which the letters of interest will be 

reviewed. 
g) A request for special requirements U.S. General Services Administration (GSA) Form 330. 
h) Contact information for project discussions. 

Cut-off time for response to the advertisement (minimum of two weeks). 
 
Three consultants will be selected from those consultants who submit letters of interest.  A qualification selection 
committee, consisting of a minimum of three people: 
 

a. Purchasing Coordinator or designee, 
b. City Engineer or designee, 
c. Grants Coordinator or designee and 
d. Utilities Engineer or designee, 

 
Shall review the qualifications of consultants who submit letters of interest as well as their responsiveness to the 
requirements of the advertisement.  Documentation of consultants considered and the committee’s 
recommendation shall be maintained in the project file.  The committee shall document the reasons for their 
recommendation. 

POLICY AND PROCEDURE FOR 
CONSULTANT SELECTION 
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For selecting a consultant to perform bridge inspection, construction inspection agreements, or non-complex or 
selected moderately complex projects as defined in DM1, or for selecting a consultant as a Municipal Engineer a 
modified process may be used, and a ranking will be determined based on a review of the statements of 
interest. 
 
For all other Agreements the normal selection method will be used.  The City Engineer shall review the 
recommendations of the qualification committee and select three firms to be recommended to the Pennsylvania 
Department of Transportation (hereinafter called the Department) as the consultants to prepare a proposal.  
Upon receipt of the approval of the consultants from the Department, a technical proposal shall be requested 
from the consultants. 
 
The request for technical proposals shall include a brief written scope of work.  The consultants will be invited to 
a scope of work meeting at which time the project will be explained in detail.  Representatives from the 
Department will be invited to the meeting.  The consultants will be advised of the applicable Federal regulations, 
review procedures, contract format, and administration.  A copy of the Department’s Publication 442 will be 
supplied to the consultants with the understanding that the specifications will be made a part of the contract.  
The City’s limitations of profit, wages, etc., will be explained.  The consultants will be given a name and phone 
number to contact in case they would have any questions during the preparation of their proposal. 
 
Upon receipt of the technical proposals from the consultants, the qualification committee shall review the 
technical proposals and make a recommendation for the ranking of the shortlisted consultants for the purpose of 
negotiating an engineering agreement.  The committee shall document the reasons for their recommendation. 
 
The Municipality shall conduct discussions with the firms to consider anticipated concepts and compare 
alternative methods for furnishing services. 
 
For both modified and standard methods of selection, the City Engineer shall review the recommendation of the 
qualification committee and rank, in order of preference, the firms.  The ranking will be recommended to the 
Department for approval.  Documentation supporting the ranking of the consultants shall be forwarded to the 
Department when requesting approval of the consultant’s ranking.  The Department shall approve and/or 
comment on the municipality’s recommended ranking. 
 
The municipality will request a price proposal from the approved first ranked consultant and submit the 
appropriate number of copies to the Department. 
 
The Department will conduct the pre-award evaluation and schedule and hold negotiations, if necessary. 
 
The agreement will be prepared by the Department and circulated for signatures. 
 
It is understood that the consultant cannot begin work until the Federal authorization has been obtained, and 
both the engineering Agreement and the Reimbursement agreement have been fully executed, and notification 
of this fact has been received by the City of Reading. 
 
The Managing Director will designate a person to perform liaison activities between City of Reading, the 
Department, and the consultant. 
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POLICY AND PROCEDURE FOR 
CONSULTANT SELECTION 

 
The City of Reading will enter into a reimbursement agreement with the Department setting forth the methods 
for reimbursing the federal funds to the City.  The reimbursement agreement will be prepared by the 
Department. 
 
During the life of the engineering agreement, monthly (or at other appropriate times) meetings will be held with 
the consultant and the designated liaison person.  The Department will be invited to attend these meetings.  
Documentation of these meetings will be included in the project file. 
 
Partial payment invoices for work performed will be processed as provided by Publication 442.  After review of 
the invoices by the City Engineer, it will be paid.  The invoice will in turn be forwarded to the Department with 
recommendation for reimbursement of the Federal and/or State share. 
 
Prior to termination of the services and payment of the final invoice, a joint review will be made by the 
Department and the City to insure the propriety of claims and that all terms and conditions of the contract have 
been satisfied.  Documentation of these findings will be submitted to the Department with the final invoice. 
 
The City’s designated liaison person will complete copies of the Form D-429, “Past Performance Report for 
Consultant Engineers”, see Appendix 7H or Form D-429 CI, “Past Performance Report for Consultant Engineers 
Construction Inspection”, see Appendix 71. 
 
It is understood and made part of these procedures that the employees of the City will neither solicit nor accept 
gratuities, favors, or anything of monetary value from consultants or contractors or potential consultants or 
contractors.  Violators of said standards will be subject to dismissal from their employment with the City, by 
order of the Managing Director. 
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BILL NO._______-2013 
 

A N   O R D I N A N C E 
 
 AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE AN EASEMENT BETWEEN THE 
CITY OF READING AND UGI UTILITIES, INC., THEREBY CONVEYING UNTO UGI 
UTILITIES, INC.  A NON-EXCLUSIVE, PERPETUAL EASEMENT IN GROSS UPON THAT 
PORTION OF PREMISES KNOWN AS TAX PARCEL # 531702762194 AS SHOWN ON 
DRAWING NUMBER D-4900213 SHEET 1 (SEE ATTACHED). 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Reading is the legal owner of certain real property situate on the 
South side of Walnut Street, Reading, Berks County, Pennsylvania, with tax parcel # 531702762194; 
and 
 
            WHEREAS, UGI Utilities, Inc., desires to locate a certain regulator station upon said 
premises; and 
 
            WHEREAS, the City of Reading is willing to grant to UGI Utilities, Inc., a perpetual easement 
on said parcel for such purpose. 
 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF READING HEREBY 
ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS: 
 

      SECTION 1.  The Mayor is authorized to execute an Easement (attached hereto) to convey 
unto the UGI Utilities, Inc., a non-exclusive, perpetual easement in gross easement upon that 
portion of premises known and designated as Tax Parcel # 531702762194, as shown on Plan of 
Ludgate Engineering, Inc., dated February 11, 2013 (also attached hereto).       

 
 SECTION 2.  This Ordinance shall be effective ten (10) days after passage. 
 
     Enacted___________________________, 2014 
  
 
     _______________________________________  
       President of Council 
Attest: 
 
 
______________________________  
      City Clerk 
 
(LAW DEPT.) 
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BILL NO.    2014 
AN ORDINANCE 

 
AN ORDINANCE DIRECTING THE BERKS COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS TO PLACE A 
REFERENDUM QUESTION BEFORE CITY VOTERS ON THE 2014 PRIMARY BALLOT WHICH 
WOULD AMEND THE CITY OF READING HOME RULE CHARTER TO PROVIDE AUTHORITY 
TO THE MAYOR TO ISSUE ADMINISTRATIVE REGULATION AND PRO-CEDURE. 
  
 WHEREAS, Sections 215, 601, 602, and 908 (c) of the City of Reading Home Rule Charter address 
ordinances in general, administrative code, common administrative procedures, and budget amendments after 
adoption (transfer of appropriations as per administrative code)  respectively; and 
 
 WHEREAS, a duly appointed Charter Review Commission has recommended that said aforementioned 
Home Rule Charter sections be amended as set forth in Exhibit A (attached hereto).. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF READING HEREBY ORDAINS AS 
FOLLOWS:   
 

SECTION 1.  Directing the Berks County Board of Elections to place the following referendum 
question to voters of the City of Reading on the 2014 primary ballot unless space limitations require placing 
same to the voters on the 2014 general election ballot: 

 
       Home Rule Charter Sections 215, 601, 602 and 908 (c) – Administrative Code, 
               Procedures, Ordinances and [Budget] Amendment after Adoption 
 
“Shall Sections 215, 601, 602, and 908 (c) of the Reading City Charter be amended to redefine the 
separation of powers between the Mayor and Council by limiting Council’s power over matters of 
administrative regulation and procedure, and by granting these powers to the Mayor?” 
  
Simple Explanation 
 
Certain sections of the City of Reading Home Rule Charter currently contain language which provide Council 
with authority to enact administrative rules, regulations, etc. 
The amendment solely gives the Administration authority to issue administrative rules, regulations, etc. in accord 
with the Charter provision that the Mayor is vested with the  administrative powers of the City. 
  

SECTION 2.  This ordinance shall become effective ten (10) days after its  adoption, in accordance with Section 
221 of the City of Reading Home Rule Charter. 

 
                                                                 Enacted   , 2014 

 
      

                                                                              President of Council 
 

Attest: 
 
    
        City Clerk  
 
Submitted to Mayor:     
Date:        
Received by Mayor’s Office:    
Date:        
Approved by Mayor:      
Date:        
Vetoed by Mayor:     
Date:        
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BILL NO.    2014 
 

AN ORDINANCE 
 

AN ORDINANCE DIRECTING THE BERKS COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS TO PLACE A 
REFERENDUM QUESTION BEFORE CITY VOTERS ON THE 2014 PRIMARY BALLOT WHICH 
WOULD AMEND THE CITY OF READING HOME RULE CHARTER TO PROVIDE AUTHORITY 
TO THE MAYOR TO ISSUE ADMINISTRATIVE REGULATION AND PROCEDURE. 
  
 WHEREAS, Sections 215, 601, 602, and 908 (c) of the City of Reading Home Rule Charter address 
ordinances in general, administrative code, common administrative procedures, and budget amendments after 
adoption (transfer of appropriations as per administrative code)  respectively; and 
 
 WHEREAS, a duly appointed Charter Review Commission has recommended that said aforementioned 
Home Rule Charter sections be amended. 
 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF READING HEREBY ORDAINS AS 
FOLLOWS:   
  

SECTION 1.  Directing the Berks County Board of Elections to place the following referendum 
question to voters of the City of Reading on the 2014 primary ballot: 

 
 

       Home Rule Charter Sections 215, 601, 602 and 908 (c) – Administrative Code, 
               Procedures, Ordinances and [Budget] Amendment after Adoption 
 
“Shall Sections 215, 601, 602, and 908 (c) of the Reading City Charter be amended to redefine the 
separation of powers between the Mayor and Council by limiting Council’s power over matters of 
administrative regulation and procedure, and by granting these powers to the Mayor?” 
  
Simple Explanation 
 
Certain sections of the City of Reading Home Rule Charter currently contain language which provide Council 
with authority to enact administrative rules, regulations, etc. The amendment solely gives the Administration 
authority to issue administrative rules, regulations, etc. in accord with the Charter provision that the Mayor is 
vested with the  administrative powers of the City. 
  

SECTION 2.  This ordinance shall become effective ten (10) days after its 
 adoption, in accordance with Section 221 of the City of Reading Home Rule Charter. 
 
                                                                                     Enacted   , 2014 

 
      

                                                                             President of Council 
Attest: 
    
       City Clerk  
 
Submitted to Mayor:     
Date:        
Received by Mayor’s Office:    
Date:        
Approved by Mayor:      
Date:        
Vetoed by Mayor:     
Date:        
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BILL NO.    2014 
AN ORDINANCE 

 
AN ORDINANCE DIRECTING THE BERKS COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS TO PLACE A 
REFERENDUM QUESTION BEFORE CITY VOTERS ON THE 2014 PRIMARY BALLOT WHICH 
WOULD AMEND THE CITY OF READING HOME RULE CHARTER TO REQUIRE 
APPOINTMENT OF A CHARTER REVIEW COMMISSION AT LEAST EVERY FIVE (5) YEARS 
BUT NO SOONER THAN EVERY THREE (3) YEARS AND PROHIBIT CITY OFFICIALS OR 
EMPLOYEES FROM SERVING ON THE COMMISSION. 
  
 WHEREAS, Section 1203 of the City of Reading Home Rule Charter provides for the review of the 
Home Rule Charter by an appointed Charter Review Commission; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Section 1203 currently provides that a Charter Review Commission shall be appointed at 
least every ten (10) years and that the majority of the eleven (11) member Charter Review Commission shall not 
be City officials or employees; and 
 
 WHEREAS, a duly appointed Charter Review Commission has recommended that said aforementioned 
Home Rule Charter section be amended as set forth in Exhibit A (attached hereto). 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF READING HEREBY ORDAINS AS 
FOLLOWS:   
 

SECTION 1.  Directing the Berks County Board of Elections to place the following referendum 
question to voters of the City of Reading on the 2014 primary ballot unless space limitations require placing 
same to the voters on the 2014 general election ballot: 
 
          Home Rule Charter Section 1203 – Review of Charter 
 
“Shall Section 1203 of the Reading City Charter be amended to: (1) require a Charter Review 
Commission be appointed at least every 5 years but no sooner than every 3 years; (2) prohibit City 
officials and employees from serving on the Commission in order to avoid conflict of interest; and (3) 
require City Council and the Mayor, by ordinance, to place all proposed amendments on the ballot no 
later than the next municipal election?” 
 
Simple Explanation 
 
The City of Reading Home Rule Charter currently mandates appointment of an eleven member Charter Review 
Commission, the majority of which may not be City officials or employees, at least every ten years. The 
amendment will require charter review at least every five years, but no sooner than three years by a Charter 
Review Commission with no members who are City officials or employees and also require Council and the 
Mayor place all proposed amendments on the ballot no later than the next municipal election.   
  

SECTION 2.  This ordinance shall become effective ten (10) days after its 
 adoption, in accordance with Section 221 of the City of Reading Home Rule Charter. 
 
                                                                                     Enacted   , 2014 

 
 

      
                                                                             President of Council 

 
Attest: 
 
    
       City Clerk  
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BILL NO.    2014 
AN ORDINANCE 

 
AN ORDINANCE DIRECTING THE BERKS COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS TO PLACE A 
REFERENDUM QUESTION BEFORE CITY VOTERS ON THE 2014 PRIMARY BALLOT WHICH 
WOULD AMEND THE CITY OF READING HOME RULE CHARTER TO REMOVE DUPLICATIVE 
LANGUAGE AND CLARIFY THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE MAYOR AND THE 
MANAGING DIRECTOR. 
 
 WHEREAS, Sections 308 and 406 of the City of Reading Home Rule Charter provide for the powers 
and duties of the Mayor and the Managing Director respectively; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Sections 308 and 406 contain duplicative language; and 
 
 WHEREAS, a duly appointed Charter Review Commission has recommended that said aforementioned 
Home Rule Charter sections be amended as set forth in Exhibit A (attached hereto). 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF READING HEREBY ORDAINS AS 
FOLLOWS:   
  

SECTION 1.  Directing the Berks County Board of Elections to place the following referendum 
question to voters of the City of Reading on the 2014 primary ballot unless space limitations require placing 
same to voters on the 2014 general election ballot: 

 
       Home Rule Charter Sections 308 and 406 – Powers and Duties of the Mayor  

                                        and Managing Director 
 
“Shall Sections 308 and 406 of the Reading City Charter be amended to remove duplicative language 
and to clarify the relationship between the Mayor, as Chief Executive Officer, and the Managing 
Director, as Chief Administrative Officer?” 
 
Simple Explanation 
 
The City of Reading Home Rule Charter currently contains similar language under the powers and duties of the 
Mayor and the Managing Director. The amendment will remove the duplicative language and will make clear 
that the Mayor is the Chief Executive Officer and that the Managing Director is the Chief Administrative Officer.  
  

SECTION 2.  This ordinance shall become effective ten (10) days after its adoption, in accordance with Section 
221 of the City of Reading Home Rule Charter. 

 
 
                                                                                     Enacted   , 2014 

 
 
 

      
                                                                             President of Council 

 
Attest: 
 
    
       City Clerk  
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BILL NO.    2014 
AN ORDINANCE 

 
AN ORDINANCE DIRECTING THE BERKS COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS TO PLACE A 
REFERENDUM QUESTION BEFORE CITY VOTERS ON THE 2014 PRIMARY BALLOT WHICH 
WOULD AMEND THE CITY OF READING HOME RULE CHARTER BY DELETING THE 
REQUIREMENT THAT THE CITY AUDITOR BE A CPA WITH A MINIMUM OF FIVE (5) YEARS 
EXPERIENCE IN BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION, ACCOUNTING, MANAGEMENT, OR 
MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT. 
  
 WHEREAS, Section 502  of the City of Reading Home Rule Charter provides for the eligibility 
requirements for City Auditor; and 
 
 WHEREAS, as a result of a referendum at the April 24, 2012, primary election, Section 502 currently 
contains an eligibility requirement that the City Auditor be a CPA with a minimum of five (5) years experience 
in business administration, accounting, management, or municipal government; and 
 
 WHEREAS,  a duly appointed Charter Review Commission has recommended that said 
aforementioned requirement for the City Auditor be deleted. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF READING HEREBY ORDAINS AS 
FOLLOWS:   
  

SECTION 1.  Directing the Berks County Board of Elections to place the following referendum 
question to voters of the City of Reading on the 2014 primary ballot: 
 
 Home Rule Charter Section 502 – Eligibility of the City Auditor 
 
“Shall Section 502 of the Reading City Charter be amended to delete the requirement that the City 
Auditor be a CPA with a minimum of 5 years experience in business administration, accounting, 
management or municipal government?” 
  
Simple Explanation 
 
The original City of Reading Home Rule Charter did not require that the City Auditor be a CPA with 5 years 
experience in certain areas. It required, and will still require after amendment if passed, that the City Auditor 
have a Bachelor’s Degree in Business Administration, Municipal Government, Accounting, Management, or a 
related field. The proposed amendment will return the eligibility requirements to those as originally stated in the 
City Charter thereby expanding eligibility to those that are currently ineligible to hold the office.  
 

SECTION 2.  This ordinance shall become effective ten (10) days after its 
adoption, in accordance with Section 221 of the City of Reading Home Rule Charter. 
 

                                                                 Enacted   , 2014 
 

 
      

                                                                              President of Council 
 

Attest: 
 
    
        City Clerk  
 
 

 
 

32 
 



BILL NO.    2014 
AN ORDINANCE 

 
AN ORDINANCE DIRECTING THE BERKS COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS TO PLACE A 
REFERENDUM QUESTION BEFORE CITY VOTERS ON THE 2014 PRIMARY BALLOT WHICH 
WOULD AMEND THE CITY OF READING HOME RULE CHARTER TO ALLOW ONE PERSON 
TO SERVE ON TWO (2) BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS. 
  
 WHEREAS, Section 1002 (c) of the City of Reading Home Rule Charter provides for the qualifications 
for board and commission membership; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Section 1002 (c) currently provides that “no person may concurrently serve on more than 
one authority, board, or commission”; and 
 
 WHEREAS,  a duly appointed Charter Review Commission has recommended that said 
aforementioned limitation be amended. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF READING HEREBY ORDAINS AS 
FOLLOWS:   
  

SECTION 1.  Directing the Berks County Board of Elections to place the following referendum 
question to voters of the City of Reading on the 2014 primary ballot: 
 
 Home Rule Charter Section 1002 (c) – Membership Qualifications 
 
“Shall Section 1002 (c) of the Reading City Charter be amended to allow one person to serve on two 
boards or commissions, and to remove the present restriction allowing one person to serve on only one 
board or commission?” 
  
Simple Explanation 
 
The original City of Reading Home Rule Charter limits a person to serve on only one board or commission at any 
given time. The proposed amendment will increase the  number to two boards and commissions that a person 
may concurrently serve as a member. The amendment will expand eligibility to those that are currently ineligible 
to participate as board and commission members.  
 

SECTION 2.  This ordinance shall become effective ten (10) days after its 
 adoption, in accordance with Section 221 of the City of Reading Home Rule Charter. 
 
                                                                                     Enacted   , 2014 

 
 
 

      
                                                                             President of Council 

 
Attest: 
 
    
       City Clerk  
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TO:     Members of City Council 
 
FROM:    David C. Ruyak, Operations Division Manager 
 
PREPARED BY:   David C. Ruyak, Operations Division Manager 
 
MEETING DATE:   February 10th, 2014 
 
AGENDA MEMO DATE:  January 21, 2014 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: Fund Transfer #20-07-12-01 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: Transfer a total of $62,000.00 from multiple 2013 Shade Tree Fund 
accounts to Account 20-07-02-4803 (2013 Shade Tree Vehicle). 
 
BACKGROUND:  Transfer is necessary to cover costs of new vehicle purchase totaling $60, 933.00 
to Manderbach Ford. 
 
BUDGETARY IMPACT: 
$62,000.00 of 2013 Shade Tree funds transferred into 2013 Shade Tree fund’s Vehicle line item. 
 
PREVIOUS ACTION: 
None 
 
RECOMMENDED BY: 
David C. Ruyak, Operations Division Manager of Public Works 
 
RECOMMENDED MOTION: 
Approve the request. 
 
 
 

34 
 



BILL NO. ____________________  - 2014 
 

AN ORDINANCE 
 

AN ORDINANCE REQUESTING AUTHORIZATION TO TRANSFER 
$62,000.00 OF  2013 SHADE TREE FUNDS FROM MULITIPLE SHADE TREE 
ACCOUNTS TO 2013 SHADE TREE VEHICLE ACCOUNT. TRANSFER #20-
07-12-01 
 
THE CITY OF READING HEREBY ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS: 
 
SECTION 1.  Requesting the transfer of $40,000.00 from Contracted Services (20-07-02-4216); 
$13,000.00 from General Plant Supplies (20-07-02-4510); and $9,000.00 from Maintenance / Repair 
(20-07-02-4401).  With an overall total of $62,000.00 to be transferred to Vehicles (20-07-02-4803) to 
cover cost of new vehicle purchase.    
 
SECTION 2.  This ordinance shall become effective ten (10) days after its adoption, in 
accordance with Sections 219 & 221 of the City of Reading Home Rule Charter. 
 
     Enacted ________________________, 2014 
 
 
     ____________________________________ 

President of Council 
Attest: 
 
________________________________________ 
  City Clerk 
 
 
Submitted to Mayor: ___________________________ 
 
Date: ____________________________ 
 
Received by the Mayor’s Office: ___________________________ 
 
Date: ____________________________ 
 
Approved by Mayor: ____________________________________ 
 
Date: ____________________________ 
 
Vetoed by Mayor: ____________________________________ 
 
Date: ____________________________ 
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______________________________________________________________________ 
 

I am recommending some changes to the Council Committee structure that should 
improve the efficiency of the committees while shortening the length of the 
committee meetings and making them more productive.   
 
I recommend the following: 
 

• Eliminate the Economic Development Committee and refer those topics onto 
the Strategic Planning agenda. 

• Hold Finance Committee and Standards of Living Committee meetings on the 
3rd Monday of each month with the meetings running concurrently, as the 
meeting agendas and minutes are widely distributed.  Issues that require the 
attention of the entire body will be referred out to a Committee of the Whole 
or Strategic Planning agenda as required. 

• Hold the Strategic Planning meeting on the 1st  Monday of each month and 
devote more time to key issues (see below for details) 

• Hold the Nominations and Appointments Committee on the 1st and 3rd 
Mondays of each month (if need be) beginning at 4:30 pm. In a Committee of 
the Whole setting  

• Refer topics that require the attention of the full body of Council to the 
respective Committee of the Whole or Strategic Planning agenda. 

• The Council President shall serve as an ad hoc member of all committees 
• Review departmental reports individually and refer topics of interest to the 

proper agenda through the City Clerk or Council President. 
 
The detail for the proposed structure is attached. I look forward to discussing this 
with you. 
 
 
C: Mayor 
 Managing Director 
 Solicitor 
 

C I T Y  O F  R E A D I N G ,  
P E N N S Y L V A N I A  

 
 

M E M O R A N D U M  

 

TO:   Members of Council 
FROM:     Francis Acosta, President of Council 
DATE:     January 20, 2014 

SUBJECT:    2014-15 Committee Structure 
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RESOLUTION NO._______2014 
 

Approving the following Council Committee Structure and Assignments for 2014-15 as 
follows: 
 
Part A.  The Council President shall serve as an ad hoc member of all Council Committees. 
 
Part B. 1st Monday of each month  
1st Monday of each month  
 

• 4:30 pm - Nominations & Appointments – Chaired by Mr. Marmarou & Mr. Acosta 
 
Committee Chair responsibilities – lead interview of applicants for the Boards, Authorities 
and Commissions.  Center questions for new appointments on: why the applicant decided to 
apply, what skills and abilities the applicant has that will contribute to the effectiveness of the 
board and how the candidate is qualified to contribute to the mission of the board.  Center 
questions for reappointment on: what issues the board deals with, is there the need for any 
legislative improvements to the board’s enabling legislation, why the applicant is seeking 
reappointment, conflict of interest, etc. (Sheet will be distributed at each meeting).  Quorum 
of 4 members of Council required. 
 
Committee members – Committee of the Whole (COW) 
 

• 5:30 pm - Strategic Planning Committee, Chaired by Mr. Waltman with the meetings 
facilitated by Ms. Snyder. 

 
Committee Co-chair responsibilities – discuss the agenda plan with the Managing Director 
and Ms. Kelleher no later than the 3rd week of each month and follow-up on agenda topics 
discussed and recommendations made by the Committee.  
 
Key agenda topics will include review and recommendations on  key issues facing the City, 
such as: updates to and amendments of the Recovery Plan, Recycling litigation, Act 73, 
economic development (reports and review projects), and updates from all Council 
Committee Co-chairs on the issues handled by the Finance and Standards of Living meetings 
and obtain updates from Councilors appointed to various entities such as the EAC, the BPRC, 
the Rec Commission, RATS, the Berks County Criminal Justice Advisory Board, etc. 
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Committee Members -  COW 
 
 
Part C.  3rd Monday of each month at 5:30 pm  

 
• 4:30 pm - Nominations & Appointments – if needed (see description above) 

 
• 5:30 pm Finance Committee, co-chaired by Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz and Ms. Reed 

 
Committee Co-chair responsibilities – discuss the agenda plan with the Managing Director 
and Ms. Kelleher no later than the 1st week of each month and follow-up on topics discussed 
and recommendations made by the Committee.  Define the Budget Review process annually, 
chair Budget Review meetings, attend audit committee meetings, attend Act 47 meetings, 
RATS meetings, and be the liaison to the Redesigning Reading CDC. 
 
Key agenda topics will include labor issues, CDC, Recovery Plan issues that relate to 
finances, audit, budget (General Fund and CDBG Action Plan), financial reporting, 
purchasing policies, contract awards, review of bonds and other financing tools, internal 
controls and any other financial or business practices, and reviewing the work of the City 
Auditor, taxes (Rates, exonerations and exemption appeals), fees and fines etc. 
 
Committee Members  - Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz, Mr. Waltman and Ms. Reed 
 

• 5:30 pm Standards of Living, Co-chaired by Mr. Sterner and Mr. Daubert 
 
Committee Co-chair responsibilities - discuss the agenda plan with the Managing Director 
and Ms. Kelleher no later than the 1st week of each month and follow-up on topics discussed 
and recommendations made by the Committee.   
 
Key agenda topics will include building and trades, public works, public safety, property 
maintenance, zoning, housing, neighborhood revitalization, Community Development, 
graffiti abatement efforts, community group organization and support. 
 
Committee Members  - Mr. Sterner, Mr. Marmarou and Mr. Daubert 
 
 

Adopted by Council on___________2014 
 

_____________________________________ 
Francis G. Acosta, President of Council 

ATTEST: 
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________________________________ 
Linda A. Kelleher CMC, City Clerk 
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