BILL NO. -2014

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF READING AMENDING THE CITY OF READING CODE
BOOK, CHAPTER 600 ENTITLED “ZONING”, PART 6 ENTITLED “TYPES OF USES”,
SECTION 600-807 ENTITLED “C-C COMMERCIAL CORE DISTRICT” BY AMENDING: (1)
SUBSECTION B ENTITLED “ALLOWED USES” TO INCLUDE PUBLIC PARKING GARAGES
AND PARKING LOTS OWNED/OR OPERATED BY THE CITY OF READING OR THE
READING PARKING AUTHORITY, AND TO PROHIBIT NON-PUBLIC PARKING GARAGES
AND PARKING LOTS; AND (2) SUBSECTION C ENTITLED “ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS
IN THE C-C DISTRICT” TO PROHIBIT NON-PUBLIC PARKING GARAGES OR PARKING
LOTS OPEN TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC.

THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF READING HEREBY ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1. Amending the City of Reading Codified Ordinances, Chapter 600 entitled “Zoning”, Part
6 entitled “Types of Uses”, as attached in Exhibit A:

SECTION 2. All relevant ordinances, regulations and policies of the City of Reading, Pennsylvania not
amended by this Ordinance shall remain in full force and effect.

SECTION 3. If any section, subsection, sentence or clause of this Ordinance is held for any reason to
be invalid, such decisions shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of the Ordinance.

SECTION 4. This Ordinance shall be effective ten (10) days after its adoption and approval by the
Mayor, in accordance with Section 219 of the City of Reading Home Rule Charter.
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EXHIBIT A
§ 600-807. C-C Commercial Core District.
A. Dimensional requirements.zo

B. Allowed uses.

(1) Permitted-by-right uses:21
High-rise apartments:
Movie theaters and performing arts facilities
Low-rise or mid-rise apartments:
One-family attached dwellings (townhouses) or one-family semidetached
dwellings meet the regulations of the R-3 District gardens, crop farming and
forestry
Amusement arcade
Municipal building
Passenger bus or train terminal
Public parking garages and parklng lots that are owned/or operated by the City or Readlng
Parking Authority a ; . A new
parking garage with a street frontage of more than 100 feet shaII mclude at Ieast one street level
commerC|aI use. See also Subsectlon C below

Bakeries (limited to 2,000 square feet production floor area) and retail sale of baked
goods

Bank and other financial institutions, which may include drive-through facilities
Business and printing services

Civic/convention center and sports arena

College or university, other than residential uses

Conversion of existing building space into one or more dwelling units, which
shall meet the requirements listed for "conversions" in § 600-1203D, even though
the use is not a conditional use. Such conversion shall only be allowed if the lot
includes at least one street level principal business establishment.

Creation and retail sales of art and crafts items, which may include multiple
vendors

Dry cleaners (limited to 2,000 square feet of service/production area)

Fire and ambulance station

Fitness centers/exercise clubs

Funeral homes

Hotels, motels and bed-and-breakfast inns

Offices

Personal services, such as barber or beauty shop (see § 600-1103), tailors, nail
salons (see § 600-1103) and certified massage therapy (see § 600-1103), and not
including a massage parlor

Photo-finishing services

Radio and television stations

Recreational facilities, public parks and nonmotorized recreation trails



Restaurants (eat-in or takeout) which may include entertainment but shall not
include drive-through service. This use shall not allow outdoor sale of ready-to-eat
heated food on a regular basis on a lot that is not operated from a building on the
lot.

Retail stores

Small appliance sales, repair and service stores

Social clubs and associations (non-PLCB licensed), which shall not be allowed
fronting on Penn Street between 2nd Street and 6th Street and which shall not
operate between 12:00 midnight and 11:00 a.m. For any use that also meets the
definition of a BYOB, Chapter 127, Part 3 (88 127-301 to 127-308), and § 127-202
shall also be met.

Trade, vocational and hobby schools, not including residential uses

NOTE:
1 The street-level floor shall include at least one principal business
establishment.

2. Accessory uses. See Part 10 unless otherwise noted.
(a) Amusement devices: pursuant to § 600-1010 of this chapter.
(b) Entertainment: pursuant to § 600-1005.
(c) Home occupations, major or minor: see 8 600-1006.
(d) Storage as an accessory use to a use located within the C-C District.
(e) Parking exclusively serving a principal use on the same lot
3. Conditional Uses
() Banquet hall.
(b) Gaming facility.
(c) Taverns and nightclubs.

4. Special exception uses. Pursuant to § 600-1202 of this chapter.
(a) Day-care facilities.
(b) Dormitory or other residential uses owned or operated by a college or university,
other than permitted-by-right dwelling units that are occupied by a "family."
(c) Place of worship.

C. Additional requirements in the C-C District.

1. Retail uses shall not extend into the public right-of-way, except as may be specifically

approved under another City ordinance.

2. Drive-through services shall only be permitted as accessory to financial institutions.

A drive-through facility shall not have an entrance or exit onto Penn Street.

3. Height requirements.
(a) Structures may be increased in height up to 175 feet by special exception,
provided the applicant provides an analysis to show that the additional height
will allow sunlight to reach the street during midday hours, considering any
proposed setbacks and an analysis of how the building will be set back from
windows of existing adjacent buildings to provide compatibility.

4. See parking requirements in § 600-1603.

5. A building shall not have a street-level building wall longer than 50 feet unless such

wall is interspersed with a window or door at least every 50 feet, artistic displays,

changes in building setback or rooflines of more than three feet variation, and/or

architectural features.

6. Wind turbines shall be allowed that are attached to a roof of a building and do not

extend a total of more than 25 feet above the roof of the building.

7. A principal or accessory parking lot or parking garage shall not be allowed that is



open to the general public, unless the structure is owned and/or operated by the City, the Reading

Parking Authority or their designees. Accessory parking lots and garages are permitted only on the

same lot as the principle use, except for lots and garages owned and or operated by the City, the

Reading Parking Authority or their designees. Berks-Countyanothergovernmental-entity-ora-City-
hori K i



