
 
Monday, November 17, 2014 

4:00 pm 
City Council Office  

Committee of the Whole 
 

The Nominations and Appointments Committee will meet as needed to address 
nominations and appointments to the City’s boards, authorities and commissions. 
 
Although Council committee meetings are open to the public, public comment is not permitted at 
Council Committee meetings. However, citizens are encouraged to attend and observe the meetings. 
Comment from citizens or professionals during the meeting may be solicited on agenda topics via 
invitation by the Committee Chair. 
 
All electronic recording devices must be at the entry door in all meeting rooms and offices, as per Bill 
No. 27-2012 
 
I. Interview 

4:00 – Kevin Graybill – appointment – Stadium Commission 
4:15 – Osmer Deming – appointment – Library Board 
4:30 – Richard Spangler – appointment – Human Relations Commission 

 
II. Appointment Recommendations 
 
III. Review Pending Applications Memo/BAC Openings/Board, 
Authority,  Commission membership 
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Monday, November 3, 2014 

Meeting Report 
 

Attendance:  S. Marmarou, D. Sterner 
 
Others Attending:  S. Katzenmoyer, F. Denbowski 
 
The meeting was called to order at 4:06 pm by Mr. Marmarou. 
 
There was discussion regarding the upcoming election. 
 
Mr. Marmarou reminded the public in attendance that committee meetings are open to 
the public but that there is no comment taken. 
 
I. Interviews 
 
Alison Rudy (appointment – Animal Control Board) 
  
Mr. Marmarou questioned why Ms. Rudy was interested in serving.  Ms. Rudy 
explained that she is a Humane Officer for the Animal Rescue League.  She stated that 
she is not a City resident.  Ms. Katzenmoyer explained that the Animal Control Board 
requires two members representing the City’s animal control agency to serve.  She 
stated that in this case residency can be waived. 
 
Mr. Marmarou questioned how Ms. Rudy learned about this board.  Ms. Rudy stated 
that she worked closely with Ms. Katzenmoyer and the Board of Health on the recent 
update to the City’s animal regulations including the addition of the cat and dog 
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limitation.  She noted that she wished to stay involved as the City’s regulations affect 
her work as a Humane Officer. 
 
Mr. Marmarou questioned when the Board meets.  Ms. Katzenmoyer stated that they 
should meet two times per year but that they have not met for several years due to 
decreased membership.  She stated that if the three applicants interviewed this evening 
are appointed they will reach a quorum. 
 
Mr. Sterner questioned why it was only two times per year.  Ms. Katzenmoyer 
explained that it was to review applications for residents to keep exotic animals and 
also to review the City’s animal regulations to ensure that they are updated and are 
consistent with State law. 
 
The Nominations and Appointments Committee recommends the appointment of 
Alison Rudy to the Animal Control Board. 
 
Harry Brown (appointment – Animal Control Board) 
 
Mr. Marmarou questioned why Mr. Brown was interested in serving on this Board.  Mr. 
Brown explained that he has been with the Animal Rescue League for 26 years and 
worked with the City to remove wild animals for many years.  He stated that he is a 
Humane Officer and Animal Control Officer.  He stated that he is a former executive 
director of the Animal Rescue League. 
 
Mr. Sterner questioned the difference between a Humane Officer and Animal Control 
Officer.  Mr. Brown explained that an Animal Control Officer enforces the City’s 
regulations and a Humane Officer works with the Animal Rescue League and performs 
duties necessary for the SPCA. 
 
Mr. Marmarou questioned if there were many stray pick-ups in the northeast section of 
the City.  Mr. Brown stated that there are.  Mr. Marmarou expressed the belief that this 
is due to animals being abandoned by Albright students. 
 
Mr. Brown stated that he also has experience drafting regulations as he assisted Exeter 
Township when they were drafting their regulations. 
 
Mr. Marmarou stated that he has seen many deer around the former Lucent building.  
Mr. Brown agreed and stated that there is also a high population in Charles Evans 
Cemetery.  He stated that wild animals often come into the City. 
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Mr. Marmarou stated that he has witnessed squirrels eating pumpkins to get to the 
seeds.  Mr. Brown agreed that they eat the pumpkin seeds. 
 
Mr. Sterner stated that he is glad that Mr. Brown is willing to serve. 
 
The Nominations and Appointments Committee recommends the appointment of 
Harry Brown to the Animal Control Board. 
 
There was discussion regarding the recycling lawsuit and user fees. 
 
Dennis Straub (reappointment – Animal Control Board) 
 
Mr. Marmarou questioned why Mr. Straub wished to continue to serve this Board.  Mr. 
Straub noted that the Board has not met in quite some time and expressed hope that 
they would restart. 
 
Mr. Marmarou stated that the Committee interviewed other potential members this 
evening.  He stated that if they are appointed there will be a quorum.  Mr. Straub stated 
that there is currently no accountability of the Animal Rescue League (ARL).  He stated 
that the ARL kills many animals and that they are always fundraising.  He stated that 
the ARL controls the Board and therefore controls the vote.  He stated that there is little 
enforcement.  He stated that residents are not applying for exotic animal permits or 
registering their dogs and cats if they have six or more. 
 
Mr. Sterner stated that there can only be enforcement if the City or ARL learns about 
those with exotic animals or who have more than six dogs and cats.  He stated that 
there is follow up once it learns of the issues.  Mr. Straub noted the ARL’s focus on 
fundraising. 
 
Mr. Marmarou stated that these issues should be discussed at Animal Control Board 
meetings.  He suggested that the Animal Control Board make a presentation to Council 
after it reorganizes.  Mr. Straub suggested that after he was named a full board member 
and not an alternate that no meetings were held. 
 
Mr. Marmarou noted the need for Mr. Straub to inform Council if meetings are not 
held.  He noted the need for Council to stay informed and that there is no need to have 
a Board if they are not active.   
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Mr. Marmarou requested that Ms. Katzenmoyer follow up.  Ms. Katzenmoyer stated 
that she volunteered to assist the ARL get this Board reorganized and active.  She stated 
that she will continue to follow up. 
 
Mr. Straub noted the need for the Board to meet and report to Council.  He stated that 
he had issue with the veterinarian who served in the past as well.  He noted the need 
for additional support of trap, neuter, release programs and to reduce the number of 
kills. 
 
Mr. Straub stated that there are increasing issues with pit bulls.  He expressed the belief 
that there should be patrols to find those violating animal regulations and quick 
enforcement.  He stated that the ARL and the City should not wait until there is a 
complaint. 
 
Mr. Marmarou noted the problems at the home on Mineral Spring Road and animal 
hoarding. 
 
Mr. Straub stated that he is interested in serving on more than one board if the ballot 
question passes.  He stated that he was a union electrician before retirement and has 
experience with property maintenance.  Mr. Denbowski stated that the Mayor is willing 
to review Mr. Straub for an additional board if the question passes. 
 
Mr. Straub stated that he is disturbed that there is no enforcement overall with City 
regulations.  He expressed the belief that police officers ignore traffic and parking 
violations.  He stated that in the past officers got out of their cars but that is no longer 
the case. 
 
Mr. Straub expressed the belief that the increased number of rental properties is very 
detrimental to the City. 
 
The Nominations and Appointments Committee recommends the reappointment of 
Dennis Straub to the Animal Control Board. 
 
Nicholas Eyrich (appointment – Blighted Property Review Committee) 
 
Mr. Marmarou stated that the Blighted Property Review Committee (BPRC) does 
important work for the City.  Mr. Eyrich agreed and stated that he sat in on their last 
hearing.  He stated that they address serious issues.  He expressed frustration that on a 
docket of 24 properties only two property owners appeared. 
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Mr. Sterner questioned why Mr. Eyrich was interested in serving on the BPRC.  Mr. 
Eyrich stated that he currently works in the City and grew up in Reading.  He stated 
that he recently relocated back into Reading.  He stated that his first job was working 
part time in the City’s Parks Department. 
 
Mr. Marmarou questioned if Mr. Eyrich was familiar with the goals of the BPRC.  Mr. 
Eyrich stated that after attending the hearing he was left with many questions and is 
hungry for additional information.  Ms. Katzenmoyer explained that if he is appointed 
to the BPRC that he will receive much information about the BPRC and the blight 
regulations.  She stated that the City Clerk is active with the BPRC and will give him all 
the information he needs. 
 
Mr. Marmarou questioned if Ms. Katzenmoyer could make this information available.  
Ms. Katzenmoyer explained that Mr. Eyrich will receive the information quickly if he is 
appointed to the BPRC.  She expressed the belief that Ms. Kelleher would give Mr. 
Eyrich additional information when he is sworn into office. 
 
Mr. Eyrich expressed thanks for making the information available.  He specifically 
requested information on the blight regulations and the factors that make a property 
eligible to be labeled as blighted. 
 
Mr. Marmarou expressed the belief that Mr. Eyrich will be a tremendous addition to the 
BPRC. 
 
The Nominations and Appointments Committee recommends the appointment of 
Nicholas Eyrich to the Blighted Property Review Committee. 
 
Mr. Marmarou encouraged Mr. Eyrich to become active in the College Heights 
Community Council and gave Mr. Eyrich meeting details.  There was a discussion 
about the Fire Tree/Orange Stones – Caum Home situation. 
 
The Nominations and Appointments Committee adjourned at 4:45 pm.   

 
 Respectfully Submitted by, 

Shelly Katzenmoyer, CMC 
Deputy City Clerk 
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TO: Nominations and Appointments Committee 

FROM:  Shelly Katzenmoyer, Deputy City Clerk 

DATE:  November 17, 2014 

SUBJECT:  Pending Applications 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

The following persons have applications for Boards, Authorities, and 
Commissions pending: 
 
Redevelopment Authority – 1 opening 

• Jojy Varghese – appointment – has Mayoral approval 
• Chad Northheimer – appointment – will need Mayoral approval 

 
Stadium Commission – 3 openings 

• Kevin Graybill – appointment – has Mayoral approval 
• Edward Lilly Jr – appointment – has Mayoral approval 
• Joseph Eppihimer – appointment – has Mayoral approval 
• Ronald Huber – appointment – sent to Mayor November 2014 

 
Water Authority – 2 openings 

• Michael Roeberg – appointment 
• Ronald Hatt – appointment 
• Maria Rodriguez – appointment – has recommendation of 

Mayor 
 
Main Street Board – 4 openings 

• John Joof – appointment – will need Mayoral approval 
 
Shade Tree Commission – 2 openings 

• Caryl Peck – appointment – will need Mayoral approval 
 

C I T Y  O F  R E A D I N G ,  P E N N S Y L V A N I A  
 
 

M E M O R A N D U M  
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Library Board – 3 City openings 
• Osmer Deming – appointment  
• Henriette Alban – reappointment  
• Heather Hanna - reappointment 

 
Human Relations Commission – 4 openings 

• Richard Spangler – appointment – has Mayoral approval 
• Richard Todd Wagner – appointment – will need Mayoral 

approval 
 
HARB – 6 openings 

• Allen Webster – reappointment 
 
Housing Board of Appeals – 3 openings, 3 alternate openings 

• John Hefferon – reappointment – will need Mayoral approval 
 
Charter Board – 1 opening 

• Troy Vazquez – appointment – will need Mayoral approval 
 
Housing Authority – 1 opening 

• William “Gus” Giddens – appointment – has Mayoral approval 
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BOARDS, AUTHORITIES & COMMISSIONS 

OPEN SEATS 

    November 17, 2014 

    Board, Authority & 
Commission 

Mayor appointment w/ 
Council approval 

Mayor 
appointment Council appointment 

BOARDS 
Electrician's 
Examining       

Board     
      Board full 
       
Plumbing Board of       
Examiners Board full     
       
        

Reading HVAC Board     
     5 openings 
       
        

Zoning Hearing Board      
      1 alternate opening 
       
       
Police Civil Service       
Board     1 opening 
       
        

Fire Civil Service       
Board     1 opening 
       
        

Board of Historical       
Architectural Review     6 openings 
      1 application pending 
       
Board of Trustees of 
the Reading Public     3 City openings 

Library      2 County openings 
      3 applications pending 
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Board of Health      1 opening 
       1 alternate opening 
       
       
Board of Ethics       
  1 opening     
       
        
Building/Fire Code 
Board of Appeals       

  2 openings     
   1 alternate opening    
        

Animal Control Board      
  3 openings     
       
        

Charter Board      
  1 opening     
  1 application pending     
        

Housing Board  3 openings    
 Of Appeals  3 alternate openings     

  1 application pending     
        

Property Maintenance     6 openings 

Appeals     Bldg/Trades 
Experience 

      Required 
        

Minority Bus. Board 7 openings     
        
        
        

Police Diversity       
 Board   3 openings   

     1 alternate 
opening   

        
City-wide Diversity      
Board     Board full 
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Solid Waste & 
Recycling     3 citizen openings 

Appeals Board       
        
        
Main St Board 3 openings   
 1 application pending   
    
    
Business License    
Appeals Board 3 citizen openings   
    
    

AUTHORITIES 
Reading Area Water        
Authority     3 openings 
      3 applications pending 
        
Reading 
Redevelopment       

Authority 1 opening    
  2 applications pending    
        

Reading Housing       
Authority 1 opening    
  1 application pending    
        

Reading Parking       
Authority  Board full   
        
        
Convention Center 
Authority       

      Board full 
       
Downtown 
Improvement       

District Authority Board full    
       
        
City Revitalization    
Improvement Zone   5 openings 
Authority    
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COMMISSIONS 
Planning Commission       
  2 openings    
       
        

Reading Shade Tree       
Commission 2 openings    
  1 application pending     
        

Stadium       
Commission 3 openings    
  4 applications pending    
        

Reading Human 4 openings     
Relations Commission 2 applications pending    
        
        
Blighted Property 
Review Committee 1 opening     
  

 
    

        
        
Environmental 
Advisory     1 opening 
Council     

     
Recreation    
Commission Board full   
    
    
Audit    
Committee   Board Full 
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