
 
Monday, November 3, 2014 

4:00 pm 
City Council Office  

Committee of the Whole 
 

The Nominations and Appointments Committee will meet as needed to address 
nominations and appointments to the City’s boards, authorities and commissions. 
 
Although Council committee meetings are open to the public, public comment is not permitted at 
Council Committee meetings. However, citizens are encouraged to attend and observe the meetings. 
Comment from citizens or professionals during the meeting may be solicited on agenda topics via 
invitation by the Committee Chair. 
 
All electronic recording devices must be at the entry door in all meeting rooms and offices, as per Bill 
No. 27-2012 
 
I. Interview 

4:00 – Alison Rudy – appointment – Animal Control Board 
4:15 – Harry Brown – appointment – Animal Control Board 
4:30 – Dennis Straub – reappointment – Animal Control Board 
4:45 – Nicholas Eyrich – appointment – Blighted Property Review Committee 

 
II. Appointment Recommendations 
 
III. Review Pending Applications Memo/BAC Openings/Board, 
Authority,  Commission membership 
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Monday, October 20, 2014 

Meeting Report 
 

Attendance:  S. Marmarou, D. Sterner 
 
Others Attending:  S. Katzenmoyer, F. Denbowski 
 
The meeting was called to order at 4:00 pm by Mr. Marmarou. 
 
There was discussion regarding the many missed trash removals in District 4 on Friday.  
Mr. Denbowski stated that he will follow up. 
 
I. Interviews 
 
Walter Pawling (appointment – Housing Authority) 
  
Mr. Pawling described his background and history as a City employee. 
 
Mr. Marmarou questioned why Mr. Pawling was interested in serving on the Housing 
Authority.  Mr. Pawling stated that he is a lifelong Reading resident and a concerned 
citizen.  He stated that he would like to continue to serve the City and expressed the 
belief that he would be a valuable asset to the Housing Authority.  He stated that he 
understands City issues. 
 
Mr. Marmarou questioned if Mr. Pawling had ever attended any Housing Authority 
meetings.  Mr. Pawling stated that he has not. 
 

 

CITY COUNCIL 
 
 

Nominations & Appointments 
Committee  

2 
 



Mr. Marmarou questioned if Mr. Pawling was familiar with any other Housing 
Authority members.  Mr. Pawling stated that he does not but that he knows Rev. 
Belinski lives in East Reading. 
 
Mr. Marmarou stated that Mr. Pawling has an excellent background. 
 
Mr. Sterner questioned if the Mayor supports this appointment.  Mr. Denbowski stated 
that he does. 
 
The Nominations and Appointments Committee recommends the appointment of 
Walter Pawling to the Housing Authority. 
 
Ms. Katzenmoyer explained that Ms. Espinal was being considered for the Housing 
Authority when it was discovered that she cannot serve in this capacity as she is not a 
City resident.  However, she does own property in the City so she will be considered to 
serve in a different capacity. 
 
Julissa Espinal (appointment) 
 
Mr. Marmarou questioned why Ms. Espinal was interested in serving the City.  Ms. 
Espinal stated that she enjoys helping people.  She stated that she has owned her 
business in the City for ten years and that she is familiar with residents and with City 
issues.  She stated that she tries to help as many people as she can and that she enjoys 
working with the community. 
 
Mr. Sterner questioned Ms. Espinal’s profession.  Ms. Espinal stated that she owns a 
business at 13th & Oley Sts and that she is also a realtor.  She explained that her primary 
focus is her business. 
 
Mr. Sterner questioned if Ms. Espinal had a preference for placement.  Ms. Espinal 
stated that she understands that there are limitations on her placement because she is 
not a City resident.  She stated that she is willing to serve as the City sees fit. 
 
Mr. Marmarou stated that the City needs people who are willing to work to improve 
the City.  He stated that a placement determination will be made and Ms. Espinal will 
be contacted. 
 
Ms. Espinal thanked the Committee for their consideration.  She stated that she has 
invested in the City for many years.  She expressed the belief that more people need to 
invest in Reading. 
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The Nominations and Appointments Committee will determine a placement for Ms. 
Espinal. 
 
Rebecca Acosta (reappointment – Housing Authority) 
 
Mr. Marmarou questioned why Ms. Acosta was interested in continuing to serve.  Ms. 
Acosta stated that the Housing Authority has been doing great things.  She described 
the many renovation projects undertaken.  She stated that additional units are 
accessible. 
 
Mr. Sterner questioned if properties were upgraded routinely.  Ms. Acosta stated that 
they are.  She stated that there is generally a five year plan for upgrades.  She described 
the apprenticeship program used at River Oak. 
 
Ms. Acosta explained that the Housing Authority contributed financially to the 
Goggleworks Apartments project.  She stated that the medical center at 8th & Penn is 
currently working with the Housing Authority to provide medical assistance to low 
income residents.   
 
Ms. Acosta stated that she has a working background of Section 8 and other housing 
issues and she works to advocate for residents.  She stated that the Authority has been 
working to detect fraud and has removed residents for not reporting a truthful income. 
 
Ms. Acosta stated that the relationship with the Reading Police Department works well 
and there is a very low crime rate at Authority properties. 
 
Mr. Marmarou questioned if HUD personnel were helpful.  Ms. Acosta stated that they 
are.  She stated that they hold an annual conference for Housing Authorities. 
 
Mr. Sterner questioned if Ms. Acosta enjoyed serving.  Ms. Acosta stated that she does 
enjoy serving and that she never misses meetings.  She stated that there have been 
quorum issues recently.  She stated that the Authority has an excellent staff and there 
are few complaints by residents. 
 
The Nominations and Appointments Committee recommends the reappointment of 
Rebecca Acosta to the Housing Authority. 
 
William Cinfici (appointment – Planning Commission) 
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Mr. Marmarou questioned why Mr. Cinfici was interested in serving.  Mr. Cinfici stated 
that he is interested in urban planning.  He stated that he often watches Planning 
Commission meetings on TV.  He stated that he gained much experience in this area 
during his tenure on the Reading School Board during the renovations to their many 
buildings.  He stated that he has worked with architects and the Planning Commission 
on these projects. 
 
Mr. Marmarou questioned who currently serves on the Planning Commission.  Ms. 
Katzenmoyer listed the current members.  She stated that there is one City Planner who 
works with the Commission and that they meet the fourth Tuesday of each month. 
 
Mr. Sterner noted Mr. Cinfici’s background and expertise. 
 
The Nominations and Appointments Committee recommends the appointment of 
William Cinfici to the Planning Commission. 
 
The Nominations and Appointments Committee adjourned at 4:58 pm.   

 
 Respectfully Submitted by, 

Shelly Katzenmoyer, CMC 
Deputy City Clerk 
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TO: Nominations and Appointments Committee 

FROM:  Shelly Katzenmoyer, Deputy City Clerk 

DATE:  November 3, 2014 

SUBJECT:  Pending Applications 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

The following persons have applications for Boards, Authorities, and 
Commissions pending: 
 
Redevelopment Authority – 1 opening 

• Jojy Varghese – appointment – has Mayoral approval 
• Chad Northheimer – appointment – will need Mayoral approval 

 
Stadium Commission – 3 openings 

• Kevin Graybill – appointment – has Mayoral approval 
• Edward Lilly Jr – appointment – has Mayoral approval 
• Ronald Huber – appointment – will need Mayoral approval 

 
Water Authority – 2 openings 

• Michael Roeberg – appointment 
• Ronald Hatt - appointment 

 
Animal Control Board – 5 openings 

• Alison Rudy (ARL Rep) – appointment 
• Harry Brown (ARL Rep) – appointment 
• Dennis Straub – reappointment – has Mayoral approval 

 
Main Street Board – 4 openings 

• John Joof – appointment – will need Mayoral approval 
 
 

C I T Y  O F  R E A D I N G ,  P E N N S Y L V A N I A  
 
 

M E M O R A N D U M  
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Blighted Property Review Committee – 2 openings 
• Nicholas Eyrich – appointment – has Mayoral approval 

 
Shade Tree Commission – 2 openings 

• Caryl Peck – appointment – will need Mayoral approval 
 
Library Board – 3 City openings 

• Osmer Deming – appointment  
• Henriette Alban – reappointment  
• Heather Hanna - reappointment 

 
Human Relations Commission – 4 openings 

• Richard Spangler – appointment – has Mayoral approval 
 
HARB – 6 openings 

• Allen Webster – reappointment 
 
Housing Board of Appeals – 3 openings, 3 alternate openings 

• John Hefferon – reappointment – will need Mayoral approval 
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BOARDS, AUTHORITIES & COMMISSIONS 

OPEN SEATS 

    November 3, 2014 

    Board, Authority & 
Commission 

Mayor appointment w/ 
Council approval 

Mayor 
appointment Council appointment 

BOARDS 
Electrician's 
Examining       

Board     
      Board full 
       
Plumbing Board of       
Examiners Board full     
       
        

Reading HVAC Board     
     5 openings 
       
        

Zoning Hearing Board      
      1 alternate opening 
       
       
Police Civil Service       
Board     1 opening 
       
        

Fire Civil Service       
Board     1 opening 
       
        

Board of Historical       
Architectural Review     5 openings 
      1 application pending 
       
Board of Trustees of 
the Reading Public     3 City openings 

Library      2 County openings 
      3 applications pending 
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Board of Health      1 opening 
       1 alternate opening 
       
       
Board of Ethics       
  1 opening     
       
        
Building/Fire Code 
Board of Appeals       

  2 openings     
   1 alternate opening    
        

Animal Control Board      
  6 openings     
  3 applications pending     
        

Charter Board      
  1 opening     
       
        

Housing Board  3 openings    
 Of Appeals  3 alternate openings     

  1 application pending     
        

Property Maintenance     6 openings 

Appeals     Bldg/Trades 
Experience 

      Required 
        

Minority Bus. Board 7 openings     
        
        
        

Police Diversity       
 Board   3 openings   

     1 alternate 
opening   

        
City-wide Diversity      
Board     Board full 
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Solid Waste & 
Recycling     3 citizen openings 

Appeals Board       
        
        
Main St Board 4 openings   
 1 application pending   
    
    
Business License    
Appeals Board 3 citizen openings   
    
    

AUTHORITIES 
Reading Area Water        
Authority     3 openings 
      2 applications pending 
        
Reading 
Redevelopment       

Authority 1 opening    
  2 applications pending    
        

Reading Housing       
Authority 1 opening    
      
        

Reading Parking       
Authority  Board full   
        
        
Convention Center 
Authority       

      Board full 
       
Downtown 
Improvement       

District Authority Board full    
       
        
City Revitalization    
Improvement Zone   5 openings 
Authority    
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COMMISSIONS 
Planning Commission       
  2 openings    
       
        

Reading Shade Tree       
Commission 2 openings    
  1 application pending     
        

Stadium       
Commission 2 openings    
  3 applications pending    
        

Reading Human 4 openings     
Relations Commission 1 application pending    
        
        
Blighted Property 
Review Committee 2 openings     
  1 application pending     
        
        
Environmental 
Advisory     1 opening 
Council     

     
Recreation    
Commission Board full   
    
    
Audit    
Committee   Board Full 
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