
 
Monday, June 16, 2014 

5:00 pm 
City Council Office  

Committee of the Whole 
 

The Nominations and Appointments Committee will meet as needed to address 
nominations and appointments to the City’s boards, authorities and commissions. 
 
Although Council committee meetings are open to the public, public comment is not permitted at 
Council Committee meetings. However, citizens are encouraged to attend and observe the meetings. 
Comment from citizens or professionals during the meeting may be solicited on agenda topics via 
invitation by the Committee Chair. 
 
All electronic recording devices must be at the entry door in all meeting rooms and offices, as per Bill 
No. 27-2012 
 
I. Interviews 

5:00 – Barbara Coffin – reappointment – Human Relations Commission 
5:15 – Wayne Bealer – reappointment – Planning Commission 

 
II. Appointment Recommendations 
 
III. Review Pending Applications Memo/BAC Openings/Board, 
Authority,  Commission membership 
 

 

CITY COUNCIL 
Nominations and Appointments 

Committee 
 
  

 



 

  
Monday, June 2, 2014 

Meeting Report 
 

Attendance:  S. Marmarou, D. Sterner, C. Daubert 
 
Others Attending:  S. Katzenmoyer 
 
The meeting was called to order at 5:00 pm by Mr. Marmarou. 
 
I. Interviews 
 
Laura Cooper (appointment – Downtown Improvement District Authority) 
  
There was a discussion of the high end retail that was available in the 100 block of N 5th 
St in the past. 
 
Ms. Cooper stated that she moved to Reading last summer.  She stated that she owns a 
law firm and had been involved in the corridor initiative.  She stated that she has been 
involved with DID for several years as her firm was formerly located in the Stichter 
Hardware building.  She noted her love of the City. 
 
Ms. Cooper stated that many of her colleagues are moving their firms to Wyomissing 
but she remains committed to Reading.  She stated that her building also houses a 
gallery and that she lives in the upper floors.   
 
Ms. Cooper explained that she collects art and that she studied music at Julliard before 
going to law school.  She expressed the belief that the arts will turn Reading around. 

 

CITY COUNCIL 
 
 

Nominations & Appointments 
Committee  



 
Mr. Marmarou noted the need for more people like Ms. Cooper to become involved in 
the community.  Ms. Cooper stated that many people she speaks with have become 
cynical after working for many years with no results.  She stated that one person cannot 
make change alone. 
 
Mr. Marmarou questioned who approached Ms. Cooper to apply for this position.  Ms. 
Cooper stated that Mr. Broad approached her as she was already involved in the 
downtown community and attends meetings. 
 
Mr. Sterner questioned if Ms. Cooper had any ideas for improvements.  Ms. Cooper 
stated that she has ideas but understands that they must also be practical.  She 
expressed the belief that Mr. Broad does a great job.  She also expressed the belief that 
DID board members are very talented and knowledgeable and the meetings are run 
very efficiently  
 
The Nominations and Appointments Committee recommends the appointment of 
Laura Cooper to the DID Authority. 
 
Lisa Blount (reappointment – Human Relations Commission) 
 
Mr. Marmarou questioned why Ms. Blount was interested in continuing to serve.  Ms. 
Blount stated that she has been involved for several years.  She stated that she enjoys 
this work and she has an interest in equality, justice and inclusion for all.  She stated 
that there are many landlord/tenant issues and that she feels she advocates for all 
citizens. 
 
Mr. Sterner questioned if Ms. Blount saw an improvement in the number of complaints 
over the years.  Ms. Blount stated that Ms. Talbot and her staff do an excellent job.  She 
stated that it seems the caseload grows during the winter months when heat becomes 
an issue but otherwise remains consistent.  She stated that the Commission is fortunate 
to have Ms. Talbot and her ability to acquire grant funds. 
 
Mr. Sterner noted the need for additional members and questioned the functionality of 
the HRC.  Ms. Blount stated that a new member was recently named.  She stated that 
there is good interest in serving but that there is no follow through by potential 
applicants.  She stated that the current members are a good team but that they are open 
to additional members.   
 
Mr. Marmarou noted the need to recruit additional members. 



 
The Nominations and Appointments Committee recommends the reappointment of 
Lisa Blount to the Human Relations Commission. 
 
The Nominations and Appointments Committee adjourned at 5:20 pm.   

 
 Respectfully Submitted by, 

Shelly Katzenmoyer, 
Deputy City Clerk 

 
 
 
 





















 
 

TO: Nominations and Appointments Committee 

FROM:  Shelly Katzenmoyer, Deputy City Clerk 

DATE:  June 16, 2014 

SUBJECT:  Pending Applications 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The following persons have applications for Boards, Authorities, and 
Commissions pending: 
 
Charter Board – 1 opening 

• Elizabeth Stanley – reappointment – Mayor does not approve 
 
Housing Authority – 2 openings 

• Deborah Lachina – appointment – Mayor does not approve 
• Todd Gimbi – appointment – will need Mayoral approval 
• Walter Pawling Jr – appointment – will need Mayoral approval 

 
Redevelopment Authority – 1 opening 

• Tara Reed – appointment – sent to Mayor December 2013 
 
Human Relations Commission – 4 openings 

• Barbara Coffin – reappointment – has Mayoral approval 
 
Board of Ethics – 3 openings 

• Melissa Eggert – reappointment – sent to Mayor March 2014 
 
DID Authority – 1 opening 

• Catherine Cadwell – appointment – has DID approval – will 
need Mayoral approval 

 
Planning Commission – 4 openings 

• Wayne Bealer – reappointment – has Mayoral approval 

C I T Y  O F  R E A D I N G ,  
P E N N S Y L V A N I A  

 
 

M E M O R A N D U M  
 



 

BOARDS, AUTHORITIES & COMMISSIONS 

OPEN SEATS 

    June 16, 2014 

    Board, Authority & 
Commission 

Mayor appointment w/ 
Council approval 

Mayor 
appointment Council appointment 

BOARDS 
Electrician's 
Examining       

Board     
      Board full 
       
Plumbing Board of       
Examiners Board full     
       
        

Reading HVAC Board     
     3 openings 
       
        

Zoning Hearing Board      
      1 alternate opening 
       
       
Police Civil Service       
Board     1 opening 
       
        

Fire Civil Service       
Board     Board Full 
       
        

Board of Historical       
Architectural Review     4 openings 
       
       
Board of Trustees of 
the Reading Public     1 City opening 

Library       
       
        



 
Board of Health      1 opening 
       1 alternate opening 
       
       
Board of Ethics       
  2 openings     
  1 application pending     
        
Building/Fire Code 
Board of Appeals       

  1 opening     
   1 alternate opening    
        

Animal Control Board      
  5 openings     
       
        

Charter Board      
  1 opening     
       
        

Housing Board  3 openings    
 Of Appeals  3 alternate openings     

       
        

Property Maintenance     6 openings 

Appeals     Bldg/Trades 
Experience 

      Required 
        

Minority Bus. Board 7 openings     
        
        
        

Police Diversity       
 Board   3 openings   

     1 alternate 
opening   

        
City-wide Diversity      
Board     Board full 
       
        



 
Solid Waste & 
Recycling     3 citizen openings 

Appeals Board       
        
        
Main St Board 5 openings   
    
    
    
Business License    
Appeals Board 3 citizen openings   
    
    

AUTHORITIES 
Reading Area Water        
Authority     2 openings 
       
        
Reading 
Redevelopment       

Authority 1 opening    
  1 application pending    
        

Reading Housing       
Authority 2 openings    
  2 applications pending    
        

Reading Parking       
Authority  Board full   
        
        
Convention Center 
Authority       

      City positions filled 
       
Downtown 
Improvement       

District Authority 1 opening    
  1 application pending     
        
City Revitalization    
Improvement Zone   1 opening 
Authority    
    



 
COMMISSIONS 

Planning Commission       
  4 openings    
  1 application pending     
        

Reading Shade Tree       
Commission 2 openings    
       
        

Stadium       
Commission 2 openings    
       
        

Reading Human 4 openings     
Relations Commission 1 application pending    
        
        

Legislative Aide     5 City openings 
Committee     2 County openings 
       
        

Blighted Property 
Review Committee 1 opening     
  

 
    

        
        
Environmental 
Advisory     1 opening 
Council     

     
Recreation    
Commission Board full   
    
    
Audit    
Committee   Board Full 
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