
  
Wednesday, May 21, 2014 

5:30 pm 
Agenda 

 
Although Council committee meetings are open to the public, public comment is not permitted at 
Council Committee of the Whole meetings. However, citizens are encouraged to attend and observe the 
meetings. Comment from citizens or professionals during the meeting may be solicited on agenda 
topics via invitation by the President of Council. 
 
All electronic recording devices must be located behind the podium area in Council Chambers and 
located at the entry door in all other meeting rooms and offices, as per Bill No.27-2012. 
 

1. Citizens attending Council meetings are expected to conduct themselves in a 
responsible and respectful manner that does not disrupt the meeting.   

2. Those wishing to have conversations should do so in the hall outside Council 
Chambers in a low speaking voice.  

3. Public comment will occur only during the Public Comment period listed on the 
agenda at the podium and must be directed to Council as a body and not to any 
individual Council member or public or elected official in attendance. Clapping, 
calling out, and/or cheering when a speaker finishes his comments is not 
permitted. 

4. Citizens may not approach the Council tables at any time during the meeting. 
5. Any person making threats of any type, personally offensive or impertinent 

remarks or any person becoming unruly while addressing Council may be called 
to order by the Presiding Officer and may be barred from speaking, removed 
from Council Chambers and/or cited. 

6. Failure to abide by these regulations could result in your removal from Council 
Chambers and/or a citation. These regulations are meant to avoid disruptions at 
the meeting and they are not meant to interfere with public participation. 

 

 
 
 CITY COUNCIL 

 
 

Committee of the Whole 
 

 



I.  Review of public participation in council committee meetings 
 
II.  Confirmation of stalemate on Water Lease preferences No details or proposals; just 
preferred methods and not rehashing of previously stated positions or information 
 
III.  Review of critical path items the mayor and Council can agree to work on in a 
collaborative effort to move City forward. 
 
     a.  Act 47 amendment 
    b.  2015 Budget 
    c.  Judicial pursuit of Act 111 Remedy 
    d.  CRIZ 
    e.  Main Street / Downtown Economic Development 
    f.   Etc.  
  
 IV. Adjourn 
  
 
PA SUNSHINE ACT 

65 Pa.C.S.A. § 710.1. Public participation  

(a) General rule. � Except as provided in subsection (d), the board or council of a political 
subdivision or of an authority created by a political subdivision shall provide a reasonable 
opportunity at each advertised regular meeting and advertised special meeting for residents of the 
political subdivision or of the authority created by a political subdivision or for taxpayers of the 
political subdivision or of the authority created by a political subdivision or for both to comment 
on matters of concern, official action or deliberation which are or may be before the board or 
council prior to taking official action. The board or council has the option to accept all public 
comment at the beginning of the meeting. If the board or council determines that there is not 
sufficient time at a meeting for residents of the political subdivision or of the authority created by 
a political subdivision or for taxpayers of the political subdivision or of the authority created by a 
political subdivision or for both to comment, the board or council may defer the comment period 
to the next regular meeting or to a special meeting occurring in advance of the next regular 
meeting.[fn1]  

 
CITY CODE 
 
§ 5-209. Public participation. [Amended 3-23-1998 by Ord. No. 10-1998; 6-24-2002 by 
Ord. No. 29-2002; 1-26-2004 by Ord. No. 1-2004; 1-23-2006 by Ord. No. 6-2006; 1-23-2012 
by Ord. No. 6-2012; 4-9-2012 by Ord. No. 43-2012] 



 
These rules are intended to promote an orderly system of public comment, to give every person 
an opportunity to be heard, and to ensure that no individual is embarrassed by exercising his 
right of free speech. Public comment is permitted at the regular meetings of Council which occur 
on the second and fourth Mondays of each month. Public comment is not permitted at the City 
Council work sessions, committee meetings or Committee of the Whole meetings.  



 
 
 



Citizens' Right to be Heard. §213 of the Charter. 
Public comment is permitted at the regular meetings of Council which occur on the 
second and fourth Mondays of each month. and shall be the first order of business. 
Public comment is not permitted at the City Council work sessions or committee 
meetings.  
 
Note: Public Comment is divided into two components - comment on agenda matters and 
comment on non-agenda matters.  Comment on agenda matters is limited to 5 minutes at the 
beginning of the meeting before any legislative action and comment on non-agenda matters is 
limited to 3 minutes at the end of the meeting.  Council may suspend the public speaking rules to 
allow all public comment at the beginning of the meeting.    
 
Citizens desiring to address the Council at its regular meetings may do so by registering 
with the City Clerk before 5 pm or by printing their name, address and the subject 
matter to be discussed on a sign-up sheet found on the podium in Council Chambers 
between 5 pm and 7 pm on the day of the scheduled meeting.   Citizens desiring to 
address the Council at its special meeting may do so by registering with the City Clerk 
½ hour before the meeting is called to order by the President of Council or the presiding 
officer providing notice verbally or in writing by providing their name, address and the 
subject matter to be discussed to the City Clerk any time before 5 pm on the day of the 
scheduled meeting or by printing their name, address and the subject matter to be 
discussed on a sign-up sheet found on the podium in Council Chambers between 5 
pm and 7 pm on the day of the scheduled meeting.    
 

All remarks must be made from the speaker’s podium and be directed to Council as a 
body and not to any Council member or public or elected official in attendance. Any 
person making personally offensive or impertinent remarks or who shall become 
unruly while addressing Council may be called to order by the Presiding Officer, and 
may be either removed from the meeting or may be barred from speaking before 
Council, unless permission to continue speaking is granted by a majority vote of 
Council. There will be no demonstration at the conclusion of anyone’s presentation.  
 

Citizens may not ask questions of Council members or other elected or public official in 
attendance. Council members, elected or public officials may respond to comments 
made by citizens at the conclusion of the public comment period or during the Council 
comment period. 


