CITY COUNCIL

Public Safety, Public Works and
Neighborhood Services Committee

Monday, August 20, 2012
Agenda
5:00 p.m.

The Public Safety, Public Works and Neighborhood Services Committee’s area of
responsibility includes Police, Fire, Neighborhood Parks, Neighborhood Revitalization,
Community Development, Code Enforcement and Graffiti Abatement efforts,
Community Group Organization and Support

Committee Members: Marcia Goodman-Hinnershitz (Chair), Jeff Waltman (Vice
Chair) and Stratton Marmarou

Although Council committee meetings are open to the public, public comment is not permitted at
Council Committee meetings. However, citizens are encouraged to attend and observe the meetings.
Comment from citizens or professionals during the meeting may be solicited on agenda topics via

invitation by the Committee Chair.

All electronic recording devices must be at the entry door in all meeting rooms and offices, as per Bill
No. 27-2012

I.  Installation of External UGI Meters — follow up from Mayor’s Office
requested

II. Update Recycling Program & Purchase of New Recycling Trucks

III. Citadel Traffic Issues

IV. Police Force Manning Levels and Crime Trends



V.

VI

VII.

Standards to establish a Crime Watch and Crime Alert
Storm Water Utility (PW 19)

Other Matters

Follow-up Issues:

VVVVVVVVVYVVVVYVYY

Storm Water Utility (PW 19)

Seek Sponsorships for parks and park maintenance (PW 11)
Former Police Academy Building

Establish and Enforce a Utility Cut Program (PW 15) - in progress
Fleet Maintenance Contract with Neighboring Municipalities (PW 03)
Inventory of Lease Agreements (PW11) - in progress

Capital Repairs to Library - in progress

Managing all street lights (PW 21)

Citadel Traffic Issues - C. Jones/D. Campbell

Egelman’s Park

Egelman’s Dam

Ordinance Regulating Utilities in City Streets

Street Lighting in Wyomissing Park area

Police Force Manning Levels and Crime Trends - quarterly
Update re In-sourced Recycling Collection



CITY COUNCIL

Public Safety, Public Works and
Neighborhood Services Committee

Monday, July 16, 2012
Meeting Report

Committee Members Attending: S. Marmarou, ]J. Waltman, M. Goodman-Hinnershitz

Others Attending: S. Katzenmoyer, O. Smith, D. Hollinger, W. Heim, C. Jones, L.
Murin, C. Snyder

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz, Chair, called the Public Safety, Public Works and
Neighborhood Services Committee meeting to order at 5:35 pm.

Establish and Enforce a Utility Cut Program (PW 15)
Mr. Jones stated that the RFP process is complete and staff is evaluating how to
proceed. He stated that this RFP also includes other street related issues.

Mr. Jones stated that the City does have a utility cut program. The City must issue a
permit before work can be done. He stated that the City no longer has staff to inspect
the work upon completion.

Mr. Marmarou expressed the belief that the utilities are not problematic but other
contractors (especially those working on sidewalks) are.

Mr. Waltman stated that RAWA is also problematic at times. He noted the delays and
issues in the 100 block of Walnut St. Mr. Jones stated that this paving project has been
bid and should commence shortly.

Mr. Waltman noted the need for the permit to include timelines. He stated that
residents of the 100 block of Walnut St do not feel their neighborhood is a priority to the
City because of all the delays. Mr. Jones stated that this is not the case but that the




project was a large and complicated one.

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz questioned how residents are informed that projects will
begin. She stated that at this time, Mineral Spring Rd and Perkiomen Ave both have
UGI projects. She stated that the traffic issues caused by these projects will be
extremely exacerbated during parts of the work done on Route 422. She stated that
those not wishing to be caught on Route 422 will come through Reading using
Perkiomen Ave and Mineral Spring Rd.

Mr. Waltman stated that PennDOT does review all plans and takes these issues into
consideration. Mr. Jones stated that Perkiomen Ave should be complete in
approximately two weeks. He stated that Route 422 will take much longer.

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz noted the need to disseminate better information to the
public. Mr. Jones stated that he will discuss the schedule with PennDOT.

Citadel Traffic Issues
Mr. Jones stated that he has not heard from Mr. Campbell, Citadel principal, recently.

Mr. Marmarou stated that this could be a bad situation if there is a lawsuit regarding
the unapproved stop sign at 12" and Walnut Sts.

Mr. Waltman stated that discussions occurred in the past. Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz
stated that there was no resolution.

Mr. Waltman questioned the Police Chief’s opinion. Chief Heim stated that the
directionality of 12" St is problematic at dismissal time as parents and school buses are
at the building. He stated that the stop sign needs to be addressed. Mr. Jones
suggested that the stop sign remain as the students will cross the street at this
intersection.

Mr. Marmarou noted the need for Council approval of the stop sign.

Mr. Jones stated that the School District has never made a formal presentation on the
traffic issues to the City.

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz suggested having this presentation at the next Public Works,
Public Safety, and Neighborhood Services Committee meeting before the start of the
next school year. Chief Heim stated that officers are used to the current plan



Mr. Marmarou noted the problems the stop sign will cause on Walnut St in the event of
bad weather. Chief Heim stated that last winter was too mild to determine the
problems. Mr. Jones stated that all other streets moving in this direction have stop signs
or traffic lights and there are not major weather problems.

Mr. Waltman suggested keeping the traffic patterns as they are now unless addressed
by the School District.

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz noted the need for Council to approve the stop sign.

Ms. Snyder suggested meeting with Mr. Jones, Chief Heim and the Reading School
District to issue a recommendation before the start of the next school year.

Recreation Commission and Rental Revenue

Mr. Murin stated that Mr. Lloyd reported that both parties agree to the amendment. He
stated that the amendment will state that the City will contribute $488,000 annually to
the Recreation Commission. The agreement will clarify that the income from the
bandshell and showmobile will not be turned over to the Recreation Commission
because Public Works labor is used to prepare the reservations.

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz stated that the rental income included in the agreement was
an estimate based on past income. Mr. Murin stated that this is what caused the
misunderstanding.

Mr. Waltman stated that these revenues were removed from the City’s budget and
Council was informed that the revenues would be used by the Rec Commission. Mr.
Murin stated that this was unclear.

Mr. Waltman questioned the Public Works maintenance costs for recreation facilities.
Mr. Murin stated that the School District is prepared to approve the amendment.

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz disagreed with the clarity of the agreement. She stated that
the rental fees are not specific but that the revenue is clear.

Mr. Waltman questioned the maintenance of recreation facilities. Ms. Goodman-
Hinnershitz stated that the Rec Commission has some maintenance staff.

Mr. Murin suggested renegotiating the agreement again in one year after there is a
better sense of costs versus revenues. Ms. Snyder stated that she will review the costs
with Mr. Jones.



Mr. Jones stated that the bandshell and showmobile were excluded because
maintenance falls exclusively on Public Works.

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz clarified that Rec Commission employees are taking the
reservations for the showmobile but that Public Works moves it into position and gets
the revenue. Ms. Snyder noted the need to clarify the reservation process. Ms.
Goodman-Hinnershitz suggested that Public Works also take the reservations.

Mr. Marmarou questioned who would get the revenue from Egelman’s ball field if there
was no lease agreement. Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz noted the need to address the lease
agreement first.

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz explained that many lease agreements exist for City
facilities. Ms. Katzenmoyer further explained that there are many lease agreements that
are not in written form and are difficult to research and find.

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz suggested that the agreements not be automatically
renewed without review.

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz stated that the Rec Commission agreement amendment
must be approved by the School Board and City Council.

Update on In-sourced Recycling Collection
Mr. Murin stated that Mr. Denbowski was unaware of his need to attend this evening’s
meeting.

Mr. Jones stated that the program has been successful. He stated that there are very few
missed pickups and that the new staff is doing well.

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz questioned the trucks being used. Mr. Murin stated that the
truck depicting the Pagoda is used exclusively for School District needs. He stated that
this truck is owned by the City. He explained that the other trucks are rentals and are a
single bin. He stated that the City is working on the truck issues.

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz stated that it seemed to be a smooth transition.
Police Update

Chief Heim reported that from January through June 2012 there have been fewer
shootings but that there has been a recent cluster. He stated that he will be holding a




press conference later this week. He reported that although shootings are down,
homicides are up.

Mr. Waltman questioned if this is a national trend. Chief Heim stated that it is.

Fire Update
Chief Hollinger stated that he is working with Public Works on improvements to the

stations and addressing the roof problems.
Chief Hollinger stated that he recently moved into the Glenside area of Reading.

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz noted the increased use of fireworks. She stated that they
were being shot off at the Pagoda and started a small brush fire. She stated that while
the Fire Department was extinguishing the fire, people continued to shoot fireworks in
the same area. Chief Hollinger confirmed this situation and stated that he will prepare
the schedule differently next year.

Mr. Marmarou noted that better adult supervision is needed.

Chief Hollinger stated that the Fire Marshal did a media blitz before the holiday. Ms.
Goodman-Hinnershitz stated that this was good information but that it was
disregarded.

Mr. Waltman stated that individuals should not be able to shoot fireworks at the
Pagoda. He suggested that the City strengthen its policy on fireworks and station
officers at the Pagoda. Chief Heim stated that the Police cite when they are able. He
stated that he could station someone at the Pagoda or block the roads and prevent
access. He stated that there were more than 38 calls for fireworks in addition to regular
calls for service. He noted the need for better, stricter State regulations regarding
tireworks.

Mr. Marmarou stated that fireworks are for sale in tents all around the City. He stated
that residents buy them there and bring them in. Chief Heim stated that that they also
buy them in other states.

Mr. Waltman stated that this issue has been discussed many times.

The meeting adjourned at 6:13 pm.



Respectfully submitted by
Shelly Katzenmoyer, Deputy City Clerk
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PUC Adopts Proposed Rulemaking on Gas Meter Location

July 28, 2011

HARRISBURG ~ The Pennsylvania Public Utliity Commission (PUC) today Issued for comment a proposed rulemaking related
to the location of gas meters, which would make state regulations more consistent with the federal regulations the PUC has
already adopted.

The Commission voted 5-0 to issue the proposead rulemaking for comment. It includes language that allows the natural gas
utilities to have sole determination for meter set {meter and regulator) locatlon, and that the determinatien should be based
upon public safety. The propesed language also requires natural gas distribution companies (NGRCs) te relocate current
inside. regulators that are connected to steel service lines to the outside with the exception of historic districts and high risk
vandalism districts within 10 years.

The proposad amended language imposes no additional regulatory requirements upon NGDCs that these utilities are not
already subject to under the federal regulations.

Previously, the Commission directed the Bureau of Transportation, Gas Safety Divislon, to Institute an Investigation Into the
Issue of gas meter placemient and refocation. The Gas Safety Diviston concluded that the Commission’s existing regulation is
vague, inadequate and out-of-date with respect to the federal standards which the PUC has adopted, The proposed
regulations are more consistent with these federal regulations.

Interested parties may submit comments up to 30 days following the publication of the proposed rulemaking in the
Pennsylvania Bulletin, To submit comments, send an original and 15 coples {including the docket number) to the
Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission, Attn: Secretary, P.O. Box 3265, Harrisburg, PA 17105-3265. A link to teday's Qrder
is available on the PUC webslte.

The Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission balances the needs of consumers and utilitles to ensure safe and reliable utllity
service at reasonable rates; protect the public interest; educate consumers o make independent and Informed utility
choices; further economic development; and foster new technologies and competltive markets In an enviranmentaily sound
manner.

For recent news releases, audio of select Commission proceedings or more Information about the PUC, visit our website at
WWW.puc.state.pa.us.
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PENNSYLVANIA
PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION
Harrisburg, PA 17105-3265

Public Meeting held July 28, 2011
Commissioners Present:

Robert F. Powelson, Chairman

John F. Coleman, Jr., Vice Chairman
Wayne E. Gardner

James H. Cawley

Pamela A. Witmer

Rulemaking Re Amendment to Docket No. 1.-2009-2107155
52 Pa. Code §59.18 Meter Location

PROPOSED RULEMAKING ORDER

BY THE COMMISSION:

In accordance with Section 501 of the Public Utility Code, 66 Pa.C.S. § 501, the
Commission formally commences its rulemaking process to amend its existing
regulations at 52 Pa. Code § 59.18 “Meter Location” to the proposed language attached in
Annex A.

Background and Procedural History

On August 21, 2008, the Commission directed the Bureau of Transportation, Gas
Safety Division, to institute an investigation into the issue of gas meter placement and
relocation in the context of service disputes between gas distribution companies and their
customers. Pursuant to the Commission's ditective, the Gas Safety Division reviewed
existing regulations and tariff language on meter location. The Gas Safety Division
concluded that the Commission's existing regulation is vague, inadequate, and out-of-date

with respect to the federal standards which the PUC has adopted.



The issue of gas meter placement and relocation in the context of service disputes
between NGDCs and their customers came before the Commission in two cases.
Mitchell v. Equitable Gas Company, Docket No. C-20077457 (Final Opinion and Order
Entered January 22, 2009); Lucas v. Columbia Gas Company of Pennsylvania, Inc.,
Docket No. C-20065830 (Order entered June 3, 2008). In both cases, the meter
relocation occurred due to a discovery and repair of leaking service lines. Each case

involved a customer complaint filed after the utility charged for relocating the meter.

Specifically, customers had objected to being charged for the relocation of meters
from inside their residences to an exterior location, and sought reimbursement of
associated costs. The gas line from the meter outlet valve is considered customer owned
property. Therefore, when the meters were relocated outside, the customer line was
lengthened., Normally, a homeowner would have to contract with an Operator Qualified
plumber to extend the house line outside to the meter. In the instances where the
customers objected to the relocation of the meters, the NGDC required the meter to be

relocated due to safety concerns.

After reviewing these and other cases, the PUC approved a motion offered by
Commissioner Pizzingrilli finding that its regulations and the tariff provisions of gas

utilities vary significantly:

[1]t is evident that there is ambiguity with respect to meter
placement and relocation...[and] it is critically important that
our regulations and company tariffs provide clear direction on
meter location issues to ensure safe and reliable service.

As much of Pennsylvania’s natural gas infrastructure is aging
and a number of gas utilities are in the process of embarking
on significant infrastructure replacement initiatives, it is an
opportune time to assess the meter relocation policy to enable
gas utilities to more efficiently address this issue in the



context of these programs and to ensure safe and reliable
service,
The Commission then directed the Gas Safety Division to undertake a review of

the regulations and to prepare a report with any recommendations.

DISCUSSION
Before discussing the Gas Safety Division's report, it is noteworthy, that the

Commission's only regulation governing gas meter location reads:

52 Pa. Code § 59.18 Location of meters.

Meters shall be installed in either of the following locations:

1. Inside the building, preferably in a dry, well-ventilated place not
subject to excessive heat, and as near as possible to the point of
entrance of the pipe supplying service to the building.

2. Outside the building at a location selected by the utility. A meter
cover or housing is required if, in the judgment of the utility,
conditions require the physical protection for the meter
installation.

The U.S. Department of Transportation (“DOT”) regulations, which the

Commission has adopted” and has an agreement with the Pipeline and Hazardous

Material Safety Administration (“PHMSA™) to enforce, include the following:

49 CFR §192.353 Customer meters and regulators: Location,

(a) Each meter and service regulator, whether inside or outside a
building, must be installed in a readily accessible location and be
protected from corrosion and other damage, including, if installed
outside a building, vehicular damage that may be anticipated.
However, the upstream regulator in a series may be buried.

U Gas Meter Location, Docket No. M-2008-20583 86, Motion of Commissioner I{im Pizzingrilli (August
21, 2008).

% See Ratification and Adoption of Amendments to Part 192 of Title 49 of the Code of Federal
Regulations, Docket No. M- 00001347, Order entered March 16, 2000, 2000 Pa. PUC LEXIS 4;

52 Pa. Code § 59.33, safety.



(b Each service regulator installed within a building must be
located as near as practical to the point of service line entrance.

(c) BEach meter installed within a building must be located in a
ventilated place and not less than 3 feet (914 millimeters) from any
source of ignition or any source of heat which might damage the
meter.

(d) Where feasible, the upstream regulator in a serics must be
located outside the building, unless it is located in a separate
metering or regulating building.

49 CFR §192.357 - Customer meters and regulators:
Installation.

(a) Each meter and each regulator must be installed so as to
minimize anticipated stresses upon the connecting piping and the
meter.

(b) When close all-thread nipples are used, the wall thickness
remaining after the threads are cut must meet the minimum wall
thickness requirements of this part.

(¢) Connections made of lead or other casily damaged material
may not be used in the installation of meters or regulators.

(d) Each regulator that might release gas in its operation must be

vented to the outside atmosphere.

The Commission’s Gas Safety Division, in conjunction with the Law Bureau,
implemented an investigation regarding meter set (meter and regulator) lecation. The
Gas Safety Division issued ten data requests to the ten largest gas utilities under PUC
jurisdietion. The data requests included questions related to the number of inside/outside
meter sets, inside regulators, tariff language, inside meter set leak calls, reportable
incidents associated with inside meter sets, meter relocation charges, inside leak surveys,
and local ordinances requiring certain meter locations. All ten gas utilities responded.

The data revealed that the Pennsylvania natural gas industry has approximately 27% of



all meter sets located inside of residential dwellings. This average has been consistent

over the last five years.

All the tariffs for the solicited utilities have tariff rules governing the location of
meter sets. Fach tariff states that the utility will make the ultimate siting determination.
The basis for the utility decision for meter and regulator location is safety. The majority
of the tariffs include language that allows for exceptions to outside siting. Allowance for
inside meter and regulator sets are based upon historic area prohibitions and areas that

have high amounts of vandalism.

The Commission is also concerned about the number of reportable incidents
resulting, at least partially, from locating meters and regulators inside structures. The gas
distribution utilities reported more than 4,000 leaks occurring on inside meter sets over a
five year period. The number of reportable incidents® (65) over the past forty years,
however, is more alarming. While it appears from the data that the inside meter and
regulators were not always the primary factor for accidents, locating meters and
regulators inside certainly contributed to these incidents through a release of natural gas.
State and federal gas safety regulations require gas utilities to perform leak surveys over
service lines periodically; however, several of the utilities reported that they could not
comply with the leak survey requirements when the meter and regulator are inside a
building, which prevents access. This is troubling because the state and federal
regulations require leak surveys up to the meter. By not having access to the meter sets,
the NGDCs cannot comply with the state and federal regulations and cannot detect inside

leaks.

The state has experienced several gas explosions related to steel service lines

being struck and pulled up from their stable position and subsequently pulling the service

* A reportable incident exists where there was a release of gas and (1) greater than $50,000 in damages;
(2) death or injury; or (3) a significant event in the determination of the distribution utility.



line from the inside meter set. Plastic service lines with inside meter sets do not pull
away since the excavation equipment usually severs the line immediately after being
struck. The combination of steel service line and inside meter set is a high risk factor for

natural gas incidents.

The responding NGDCs also addressed the cost of moving meter sets from the
inside to the outside. In most instances, if the customer requests a meter set relocation,
the customer pays for the extension of the customer piping up to the outlet valve of the
meter set. But the utilities have multiple exceptions as to who pays. Under federal
regulations, Operator Qualified plumbers are the only plumbers who may perform work
on service lines and meters. The Operator Qualified plumbers are certified and tested by

the specific gas utility.

If a metet set is to be moved outside and the meter set was connected to a steel
service line, the NGDC would replace the steel service line and move the meter set
outside where practical. The cost of replacing the steel service line and moving the meter
set outside is approximately $4,000 per unit. The average cost of moving only a meter
set from inside to outside is approximately $500. UGI opined that most of the steel
service lines with inside meter sets were connected to bare steel or unprotected steel

mains which would also need to be replaced and would increase the cost.

Therefore, if an NGDC is replacing a natural gas main in accordance with its main
replacement program, NGDC’s should make all reasonable efforts to replace the bare or
unprotected steel service lines in addition to relocating the meter set. In 2008, Columbia
Gas of Pennsylvania, Inc. requested limited waivers of the tariff rules relating to

customer service line replacernent.4 According to Columbia’s existing tariff, certain

* Petition of Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania, Inc. for Limited Waivers of Certain Tariff Rules Related to
Customer Service Line Replacement, Docket No. P-00072337.



customers are responsible for the installation, maintenance and replacement of their
service lines. We agreed it would be inequitable to require these customers to replace
their service lines at the customers' expense when the replacement was required by
Columbia’s main replacement and upgrade project. Thus, it would be prudent and more
cost effective for NGDCs to coordinate their meter set relocation program (including

steel service line replacement when necessary) with their main replacement program.

There are several alternatives, however, to relocating and replacement of inside
meter sets and steel service lines. One alternative is to retrofit existing service lines with
FExcess Flow Valves. Excess Fiow Valves (EFV) are currently mandated for all new and
replaced service lines by federal law. See 49 U.S.C. 60110, 49 CFR § 192.381. The cost
of retrofitting a steel service line with EFV is approximately $1,500. Another alternative
to relocation and replacement is to relocate the inside regulator to the outside. The
majority of gas distribution utilities do not allow inside regulators, however the
companies that do allow them include UGI, PECQ, and PGW. The relocation of the

inside regulator costs approximately $450.

Finally, several utilities provide service in historic districts where municipal laws
require the meter set to be located inside structures. In many of these instances, the
utilities are able to locate the regulator outside; however, there are instances when the
utility must locate the entire meter set inside due to zoning ordinances. In addition, some

utilities must locate meter sets inside due to vandalism concerns.

After review of the state and federal regulations pertaining to meter set location,
gas distribution tariffs, and after meeting with the gas utilities, the Gas Safety Section

concluded:

1. The Pennsylvania regulations at §59.18 are silent as to reimbursement costs
related to relocation of meters.



2. The Commission has adopted provisions of the Code of Federal Regulations,
which address the safety issues related to meter set location and installation
and thus are in conflict with the existing Pennsylvania regulations.

3. The collected data show that Pennsylvania has experienced 65 reportable
incidents associated with inside meter sets and inside regulators over the last
40 years.

4. The gas distribution utilities have had more than 4,000 leaks related to inside
meter sets over the last five years.

5. Several of the gas distribution utilities cannot comply with the state and federal
regulations pertaining to leakage surveys because they cannot get access to
inside meter sets.

6. Inside meter sets with inside regulators are a major concern due to the
possibility of high pressure gas flowing into a structure if the inside meter or
inside regulator is detached from the service line. Three gas distribution
utilities have high numbers of inside meter sets with inside regulators that are
at higher risk for failure because the inside meter and regulator are connected
10 a steel service line. Steel service lines are susceptible to pulling from
excavation equipment. Pennsylvania has experienced several catastrophic
explosions due to steel service lines pulling away from inside meter sets and
inside regulators.

CONCLUSION

The Commission, therefore, formally commences its rulemaking process to amend
its existing regulations by amending 52 Pa. Code § 59.18 consistent with Annex A to this
Order, so that the state regulations are consistent with the federal regulations that the
Commission has adopted. The new regulation includes language that allows the natural
gas utilities to have sole determination for meter set (meter and regulator) location. The
determination should be based upon the interest of public safety. The proposed language
also requires NGDCs to relocate current inside regulators, which are connected to steel
service lines, to the outside with the exception of historic districts and high risk

vandalism districts within 10 years.



The proposed amended language also provides for alternatives to relocating inside
meter sets outside. These alternatives include installation of an Excess Flow Valve on
steel service lines ot relocating inside regulators to the outside if the meter set is
connected to a steel service line. The proposed amended language imposes no additional
regulatory requirements upon NGDCs that these utilities are not already subject to under
the federal regulations. The Commission seeks comments from all interested parties on

this proposed regulation amendment, which is found at Annex A to this Order.

Accordingly, under sections 501 and 1501 of the Public Utility Code,
66 Pa.C.S. § 501 and 1501; sections 201 and 202 of the Act of July 31, 1968,
P.L. 769 No. 240, 45 P.S. §§ 1201-1202, and the regulations promulgated thereunder at
1 Pa. Code §§ 7.1, 7.2, and 7.5; section 204(b) of the Commonwealth Attorneys Act,
71 P.S. 732.204(b); section 745.5 of the Regulatory Review Act, 71 P.S. § 745.5; and
section 612 of the Administrative Code of 1929, 71 P.S. § 232, and the regulations
promulgated thereunder at 4 Pa. Code §§ 7.231-7.234, we are considering adopting the
proposed regulations set forth in Annex A, attached hereto; THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

1. That a proposed rulemaking be opened to consider the regulations set forth

in Annex A.

2, That the Secretary shall submit this proposed rulemaking Order and
Annex A to the Office of Attorney General for review as to form and legality and to the

Governor’s Budget Office for review of fiscal impact.

3. That the Secretary shall submit this proposed rulemaking Order and
Annex A for review and comments to the Independent Regulatory Review Commission

and the Legislative Standing Committees.



4. That the Secretary shall certify this proposed rulemaking Order and
Annex A and deposit them with the Legislative Reference Bureau to be published in the

Pennsylvania Bulletin.

5. That an original and 15 copies of any written comments referencing the
docket humber of the proposed regulations be submitted within 30 days of publication in
the Pennsyivania Bulletin to the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission, Attn:
Secretary, P.O. Box 3265, Harrisburg, PA 17105-3265.

6. That a copy of this proposed rulemaking Order and Annex A shall be
served on the Office of Trial Staff, the Office of Consumer Advocate, and The Office of

Small Business Advocate, and all Natural Gas Distribution Companies.

7. That the contact person for this proposed rulemaking is Adam D. Young,
Assistant Counsel, Law Bureau, (717) 787-5000. Alternate formats of this document are
available to persons with disabilities and may be obtained by contacting Sherri

DelBiondo, Regulatory Coordinator, Law Bureau, 717-772-4579.

COMMISSION,

Rosemary Chiavetta
Secretary

(SEAL)
ORDER ADOPTED: July 28, 2011
ORDER ENTERED: July 28,2011
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ANNEX A
TITLE 52, PUBLIC UTILITIES
PART I. PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION
Subpart C. FIXED SERVICE UTILITIES
CHAPTER 59. GAS SERVICE

O T B

§ 59.18. [Location of meters.] Meter and regulator location.

[Meters shall be installed in either of the following locations:

(1) Inside the building, preferably in a dry, well-ventilated place not
subject to excessive heat, and as near as possible to the point of
entrance of the pipe supplying service to the building.

(2) Outside the building at a location selected by the utility. A meter
cover or housing is required if, in the judgment of the utility,
conditions require the physical protection for the meter installation.]

(a)  General requirements.

(1) When practical. a building may not have more than one service line. Service
lines must terminate in the building in which the service line enters.

(2) Meters shall be installed at the service regulator. When more than one meter is
set on a particular premises. they shall be set at one location. When it is necessary
to install meters at multiple locations on the premises, the utility operator shall
provide a tag or other means to indicate there are multiple meter locations.

(3) _An outside, above-ground meter location shall be used when availability of
space and other conditions permit.

(4) When selecting a meter or service regulator location, a utility shall consider
potential damage by outside forces, including:

(i) Vehicles.

(ii) Construction equipment.

(iii) Tools or other materials which could be placed on the meter.,
(iv) Falling objects. such as packed snow or ice from a roof,

(5)When potential damage is evident, the meter or service regulator shall be
protected or an alternate location sclected.




(6) Meters and service regulators may not be installed in contact with the soil or

other potentially cotrosive materials. A utility shall consider the potential for
shorting out the insulating fitting when choosing a location.

(7) The meter location must accommodate access for meter reading, inspection,
repairs, testing, changing, and operation of the gas shut-off valve.

(8) The meter location must accommodate for the installation of the service line in
a straight line perpendicular to the main.

(9) Meters and service regulators may not be installed in the following locations:

(i) Directly beneath or in front of windows or other building openings
which may be used as emergency fire exits.

(if) Under interior or exterior stairways.

(iii) A crawl space with limited clearance.

(iv) Near building air intakes.

(10) When the Commission or a utility determines that a meter or regulator must
be moved for safety reasons, all costs associated with the relocation of such meter

or regulator shall be borne by the utility. When a utility moves a meter in addition
to the regulator, pursuant to this section, the cost of extending customer-owned
Tacilities to the new meter location shall be borne by the utility.

(11) A customer requesting that a meter or regulator be moved shall pay the costs
associated with such relocation when the meter and regulator are currently situated
in a suitable location pursuant to state and federal guidelines,

(12) Utilities shall address meter location in their tariffs.

(b) Outside meter or service regulator locations. Qutside meters or service regulators
shall be installed in the following locations:

(1)_Above ground in a protected location, adjacent to the building served.

(2) In a properly designed buried vault or meter box.

(i) The vault or metet box shall be located on a customet's property, either
adjacent to the building served or near the gas main.




(c)

(i) Vaults may be located in a public right of way. Consent of local
jurisdictions may be required.

(3) A utility shall consider proper design and location criteria for a meter box,
including the following:

(i) Ventilation.
(ii) Vehicular traffic.

(ii1) Potential for soil accumulation.

{iv) Surface water runoff,
(v)__High water table.

(vi) Proximity to building air intakes or openings,

(vii) Proximity to an excessive heat source.

(4) Piping installed through vault walls shall be properly coated to protect from
corrosion.,

(5) Vaults containing gas piping may not be connected by means of a drain
connection to any other underground structure.

(6) When a meter box is located outside a paved surface, a utility shall consider
the potential for fill, topsoil, or sod being placed over the vault, and when
practical, choose an alternate location.

7} A utility shall refer to the guide material under 49 C.F.R. § 192.355 (relatin
to considerations involving service regulator and relief vents in vaults).

Inside meter or service regulator locations.

(1) Inside meter locations shall be considered only when:

(i) _An acceptable outside location is not available due to restrictions in
Federally approved Historic Districts or in high risk vandalism districts.

(ii) Protection from ambient temperatures is necessary to avoid meter
freeze-ups.

(2) Regulators shall be located outside when a meter is located inside.

(3) All installed inside meters shall be attached to an operable outside shut off
valve.



(4) All regulators. connected to steel service lines, shall be relocated to the outside
by vear end 2020.

(6) Meters and service regulators may not be located in engine, boiler, heater, or
electrical equipment rooms, living quarters, closets, restrooms, bathrooms, or
similar confined locations.

(7) Each service regulator installed within a building shall be located as near as
practical to the service line entry point. When selecting the service regulator

location, venting requirements and the vent piping location and length shall be
considered.

(8) When a meter or service regulator is located inside a building, a utility shall
comply with 49 CFR §192.365 (relating to valve locations). A utility shall install

a readily accessible shut-off valve outside the building.

(d)  Other meter or service regulator locations. A utility may consider a specially

constructed cabinet recegsed in the building wall, sealed from inside the building and
vented to, and accessible from, outside the building.
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Different Types of Gas Flow Meters

By Steve Smith, eHow Contributor

Gas flow meters measure the amount of gas flowing through a system, They are connected
to a pipe or tank and, as gas flows through the pipe or into the tunk, these meters accurately
take measurements in one of several ways. There are several types of gus flow meters used
today. They are typically used in industrial processing facilities which need to keep track of
gas flow, and in homes to measure the flow of heating gas. If you use propane to heat your
home, a gas flow meter is installed on the gas pipe that runs into your home.

Other People Are Reading

Installation Guidelines for a Flow

Moter Related A
Natural Gas
Gas Flow Me
Diaphragm Gas Flow Meters Orifice Natu
The most commonly used type of gas flow meter is the diaphragm or bellow Flow Meters
meter. The meter uses a set of diaphragms which move along an axis in a
Gas Flow Me

horizontal or vertical orientation. Gas flows into this chamber, and then back out
again, Fach time it moves, the diaphragms part. When the diaphragms move, a
system of gears is set in motion, which operates a counter. Each time the
diaphragms expand and contract, a number is rotated on the counter. In this way,
a gas company can see how much gas a home or business is using.

Turbine Flow Meter

A turbine flow meter operates by measuring the velocity of gas transfer. As you
might expect, it is positioned inside a pipe line. When gas flows by the turbines it
causes them to spin. The rate of speed of the turbines is translated into a
measurement of gas flow by a mechanical counter. Since only a certain amount of
gas can be transferred through a pipe at one time, the meter can be fairly accurate .
in how much gas has passed by the meter just by measuring the speed at which it Lendi
was transferred. Adult
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Energy Calculator You Ma



Save Money Through Increased Energy Efficiency With Johnson Controls.
makeyourbuildingswork.com

Rotary Gas Flow Meter

The rotary gas flow meter makes use of propellers to transfer gas. These
propellers spin opposite one another. With each rotation, a specific amount of gas
can be transfered. The propellers are connected to a shaft that is connected to a
mechanical counting mechanism. In most rotary flow meters, the counter
translates each shaft rotation into a number corresponding to the amount of gas
flow for each rotation. Typically, these meters are used on larger industrial
applications where large volumes of gas are being transferred as in city gas
pipelines.

Coriolis Gas Flow Meter

The Coriolis meter is a little more complex in nature. They take into account the
Coriolis effect of gravitation pull and fluid or gas movement. Two parts of the
meter vibrate together inside the pipe, and the rate of vibration corresponds to
the overall density of the contents in the pipe. When gas flows, the density
changes, and the Coriolis effect changes the vibration of one of the parts of the
meter. This vibration difference is translated into a precise reading by electronic
measuring devices inside the meter.

Ultrasonic Gas Meters

Another type of flow meter is the ultrasonic meter. It is used to determine the
amount of gas flowing in large industrial applications. The meter does not have a
mechanical turbine or diaphragm. It measures the speed of sound waves
traveling through the pipe, from one point to ancther. The results are determined
through advanced sonic measuring devices in the meter. Many of these meters
use four separate sound waves to take an average density of gas in the pipe. Since
sound travels at different speeds in different volumes of gas a reading can be
generated to a high accuracy. These gas flow meters do require very advanced
computations, so advanced computers are a part of the meter.

Sponsored Links

Mass Flow Cals Done Fast www.integratedservicesolutions.com
Get your mass flow cal'd fast. Laminar/Sonic Flow, Brooks, Sierra

Gas Flow Calibration www.e.FlukeCal.com/CalibrationGuide
Download a Free Best Practice Guide On Effective Gas Flow Calibration.

Flow Meter Calibration www.aldenlab.com
Alden provides flow measurement calibration and field services.

Home Depot Official Site www.HomeDepot.com/Installation
Schedule Furnace Install Online Or Visit Your Local Home Depot Now!
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