
  
Tuesday, February 20, 2007 

Agenda 
5:00 p.m. 

 
I. Committee of the Whole       5:00 p.m. 
  -Sewer Plant Treatment Capacity Update 
  -Revisions to the Black and Veatch Contract 
 
II. Blighted Property Review Committee     6:00 p.m. 

-Selection of Members 
-Time Line for Appointment to Committee 

 
III. Residential Health and Safety Ordinance Review  (PSR)   6:15 p.m.  
              
  
IV. Housing Issues-Housing Permits      6:30 p.m. 

1. Review of proposed ordinance 
2. Review of amended Permit 
3. Licensing of Landlord/Tenants  
4. Tenant Tax 

 
Upcoming Topics 
Bottle Club Ordinance – draft  referred to Legislative Aide Committee 1-16 
Housing Issues and Housing Permits (Jan) 
Meeting w/ Realtors (Feb) 
Property Settlement Review (Feb) 
Environmental Advisory Council -  EAC (March) 
Codes Enforcement (Mar) 
Trash Collection (Mar) 
Anti Litter Program  (Mar) 
Renter Licensing & Tax (April) 
Fireworks Ordinance – last discussed 8-21 MM to research and provide draft (April) 
Update on Citizens Inspection Program (May) 
Update on enforcement of both curfew ordinances (May) 
Update on enforcement of Disruptive Tenant Ord and Appeal Board (June) 
Update on Norfolk Southern codes compliance (June) 
Progress report – Demolition Project (July) 
Right of Way (ROW) Ordinance (July) 
 

 

 

CITY COUNCIL 
 
 

Public Safety Committee 



 
BILL NO._______2007 

A N   O R D I N A N C E 
 

 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CITY OF READING CODIFIED ORDINANCES 
CHAPTER 11 – RENTAL OCCUPANCY PERMITS, BY REPLACING REFERENCES TO THE 
OFFICE OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT WITH CODES ENFORCEMENT OFFICE AND 
ADDING LANGUAGE PERTAINING TO THE CITY’S ABILITY TO REFUSE THE 
ISSUANCE OF A HOUSING PERMIT. 
 
  SECTION 1.  Amending Chapter 11 Rental Occupancy Permits of the Codified 
Ordinances by replacing references to the Office of Community Development with Codes 
Enforcement Office and adding the following language as attached:  
 
L.  No rental occupancy permit or license shall be issued or renewed to any rental unit unless the 
property has a valid zoning permit, is free from codes violations, and is current on all City taxes, 
fees and utility charges. In the event  the a permit application is denied, the Codes Enforcement Office 
will provide the property owner notice in writing of the reasons for the denial within 45 days of the 
receipt of the permit or renewal application. 
 

SECTION 2.  This Ordinance shall become effective ten (10) days after its approval, in 
accordance with Section 221 of the City of Reading Home Rule Charter. 
 

 
Enacted_______________________, 2007 

 
     

     ___________________________________  
     Vaughn D. Spencer, President of Council  

Attest: 
 
 
_______________________________  
 City Clerk 
Submitted to Mayor: ___________ 
Date: ____________ 
 
Received by the Mayor’s Office: ___________ 
Date: ____________ 
Approved by Mayor: ___________ 
Date: ____________ 
 
Vetoed by Mayor: ___________ 
Date: ____________ 

 



Current Housing Permit Ordinance 
Chapter 11 – Codified Ordinances  

 
§11-102. Permit Required; Application; Fees; Exemptions. 
No person shall let, rent or cause to be occupied any dwelling or dwelling unit, nor shall any 
person operate a rooming house, or let to another for occupancy, any room in a rooming house 
unless that person first applies for and obtains a permit issued by the Codes Enforcement Office 
A. Applications for rental permits shall be made to the Codes Enforcement Office in the form 
prescribed. Attached to that form shall be any and all applicable fees. 
B. Fees required under this Section shall be computed as follows: 
(1) Single rented dwelling or dwelling unit $50 per year [Ord. 45-2003] 
(2) Each single room (rooming house) $25 per year [Ord. 45-2003] 
C. It shall be prohibited to increase said fees through 11/2001. 
D. These fees, the permit fees established in subsection (B) shall be waived under the 
following conditions: 
(1) If the owner, or operator, or the spouse, son, daughter, mother, father, sister 
or brother of the owner or operator occupy the unit. 
(2) If the owner or operator is the United States government, the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania, the City of Reading, Pennsylvania or any agency 
thereof. 
(3) If the owner or operator is a corporation or association organized and 
operated exclusively for religious, charitable or educational purposes, or for 
one or more such purposes, provided that no part of the net earnings or 
profits of which inure to the benefit of any private shareholder, individual, 
corporation or partnership. 
(4) Licensed real estate brokers or agents or financial institutions that purchase 
or acquire dwellings for the sole purpose of resale of the property shall be 
exempt from obtaining a rental permit. 
(5) Persons who have acquired property for the sole purpose of renovating and 
resale of the property may be exempt from obtaining a rental permit based 
upon approval of an application for exemption on the form prescribed. 
E. The exemptions contained in subsection (C) hereof shall, nevertheless, not exempt 
owners or operators from compliance with this Part and all other applicable rules 
and regulations issued in connection with it, unless specifically otherwise 
exempted herein. 
F. Permits shall be issued to be effective as of the July 1 each year and shall continue 
in effect for 1 calendar year from this date. 
G. An application package will be sent by first class mail to last known address of all 
permit holders by April 30. Notwithstanding, it is the permit holders responsibility 
to request said application if not received by April 30. 
H. Annual renewal applications for permits covered under this section shall be 
submitted, with the required fees, between May 1 and June 30, of each year. All 
annual renewal applications received after July 1 of each year shall be subject to 
a fee double the fee stated in subsection (B) of this Section. The payment of such 
double fee shall not relieve any person from fully complying with the requirements 
of the code nor from any penalties prescribed by the code. 
I. Every permit issued under this Part shall be maintained by the owner of the 



dwelling at all times and shall be produced upon demand to any law enforcement 
officer with appropriate jurisdiction. 
(1) Permits issued under this Part may be transferred to a new owner upon 
application to the Codes Enforcement Office of the City of 
Reading. 
(2) New owners applying for permits under this ordinance after July 1 but 
before June 30 of the next year, shall have the cost of those permits prorated 
according to the number of months remaining in the licensing year, at the 
time of their request for said permit. 
(3) In the event a change of ownership causes a change in the rental status no 
claim to the City of Reading, Pennsylvania, for a refund of a portion of the 
rental fee shall be allowed. 
(4) New owners taking possession of a property with the capacity of being 
rented, must apply for rental permits within 10 days of taking possession or 
within 10 days of settlement, whichever is sooner. 
(5) No person shall receive a citation for violating this Section if the person 
produces, at the office of the issuing authority, within 3 days of such a 
request, a valid permit, with a correct unit count for the appropriate 
dwelling. Extensions of time may be granted by the Codes Enforcement Office at its sole 
discretion. 
I. For the purpose of determining the number of units or rooms to be included in a 
permit, the following definitions shall apply: 
(1) Efficiency apartments and rented rooms used for purposes other than 
sleeping shall be considered a dwelling unit. 
(2) Any dwelling unit or room occupied by the owner/operator of a multiple 
unit dwelling shall be included in the total number of units or rooms, as well 
as any unit or room occupied by the spouse, son, daughter, mother, father, 
sister or brother of the owner or operator. 
J. No rental occupancy permit or license shall be issued to any rental unit owned or 
operated by a person residing outside the County of Berks unless there is provided 
to the Department of Police and Codes Enforcement Office the name, mailing 
address and telephone number of a designated responsible agent, who has the 
ability to effectively manage and oversee the operations of rental properties and 
who resides within the County of Berks and is authorized to accept service of 
process on behalf of the legal owner of said rental unit. For the purpose of this 
Section, a post office box is not acceptable for the responsible agent’s address. [Ord. 
7A-2005] 
K. No rental occupancy permit or license shall be issued to any rental unit owned or 
operated by a person residing outside the County of Berks unless there is provided 
to the Department of Police and Codes Enforcement Office the name, mailing 
address and telephone number of a designated responsible agent residing within 
the County of Berks, authorized to accept service of process on behalf of the legal 
owner of said rental unit. For the purpose of this Section, a post office box is not 
acceptable for the responsible agent’s address. [Ord. 7A-2005] 
(Ord. 36-1998B, 11/9/1998, §1; as amended by Ord. 45-2003, 11/24/2003, §1; and by Ord. 7A- 
2005, 3/1/2005, §1) 
§11-103. Installment Agreement of Sale. 



1. Application for registration of installment agreements of sale may be made with the 
Codes Enforcement Office on the form prescribed. Information required 
on the form or attached to it shall include: 
A. All buyers and seller's name(s) and legal address(es). 
B. The property's legal address. 
C. Date of the application. 
D. All buyer's and seller's notarized signature(s). 
E. Copy of the agreement. If a standard agreement is used for multiple properties, 
one complete copy of the agreement may be presented for review. Copies of all the 
first and signature pages may be attached to the application. 
2. Buyer and seller are obligated to provide the Codes Enforcement Office 
with notarized documentation of any change in information provided on the application 
for registration, within 15 days of such change. 
3. A registration fee of $35 must accompany applications for registration. 
4. Applications for registration are subject to the approval of the City Solicitor or his assign. 
Approval will be determined on the basis of the down payment, credit toward equity, 
settlement and remedy. 
5. The approval of the application for registration does not release the owner of all 
responsibilities for maintenance and code compliance. 
(Ord. 36-1998B, 11/9/1998, §1) 
§11-104. Required Information. 
1. All persons applying for a permit under this Part shall provide the following information 
operated by a person residing outside the County of Berks unless there is provided to the 
Department of Police and Codes Enforcement Office the name, mailing 
address and telephone number of a designated responsible agent residing within 
the County of Berks, authorized to accept service of process on behalf of the legal 
owner of said rental unit. For the purpose of this Section, a post office box is not 
acceptable for the responsible agent’s address. [Ord. 7A-2005] 
(Ord. 36-1998B, 11/9/1998, §1; as amended by Ord. 45-2003, 11/24/2003, §1; and by Ord. 7A-2005, 
3/1/2005, §1) 
 
 
 





 



 



 
 





 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 



BILL NO. __________ 

AMENDING THE CITY OF READING CODIFIED ORDINANCES BY ADDING A NEW 
PART 8 TO CHAPTER 6 - CONDUCT REGULATING THE REAL ESTATE 
ADVERTISEMENTS FOR SINGLE FAMILY DWELLINGS FOR SALE IN THE CITY. 

WHEREAS, the City of Reading is a community enjoying many advantages such as affordable 
housing; and 

WHEREAS, the growth of rental housing has increased the pressure on the City’s neighborhoods 
and housing and has put additional strain on our stable residential neighborhoods; and 

WHEREAS,  the conversion of single family homes to rental properties has increased quality of 
life problems such as overcrowding, excess noise, traffic congestion, lack of parking, trash, poor 
property maintenance and deterioration of housing stock; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Reading City Council continues to (1) strengthen the enforcement of the 
housing and occupancy regulations on rentals and pursue legal action when necessary; (2) 
increase inspection staff and increase fees so that the inspection program becomes self-
supporting; (3) continue to use code enforcement, legislation and appropriate zoning to protect 
single family residences; and (4) discourage the further conversion of single family homes to 
rentals; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Reading has received complaints regarding advertisements claiming 
single family dwellings located in the City of Reading could be converted for rental use; and 

WHEREAS, the following ordinance will prohibit certain language used in the advertisement of 
single family homes listed for sale in the City of Reading. 

NOW THEREFORE, THE CITY OF READING HEREBY ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS: 
 
SECTION 1.  Amending the Codified Ordinances of the City of Reading by adding a new Part 8 
to Chapter 6 – Conduct regulating the real estate advertisement of single family dwellings for 
sale in the City of Reading. 
 
SECTION 2. Declaration of Purpose.  The City of Reading City Council finds that the 
overabundance of the rental properties in the City is increasing quality of life problems and 
complaints such as congestion, lack of available parking, noise, increased traffic, trash, etc.  
Council and the Administration continue to strengthen enforcement efforts on housing problems, 
including placing a moratorium on the conversion of single family dwellings to multi-family 
rentals.  Council has had complaints and has seen real estate advertisements informing 
prospective buyers that single family dwellings could easily be converted to multi-family rental 
properties. Therefore, to protect the quality of life of the City’s residential neighborhoods 
Council, through enactment of this ordinance, restricts certain advertisement practices. 
 



SECTION 3.  Prohibiting those selling single family homes in the City of Reading from using any 
language that infers or states that single family homes can be converted to rental properties. 
 
SECTION 4.  Requiring the those selling all residential properties to alert the home owner about 
requirements pertaining to the requirements contained in the Codified Ordinances Chapter 4 
Buildings - Historical  Districts, and Chapter 27 – Zoning. 

SECTION 5.  Penalty. Failure to comply with the terms of this ordinance shall result in a fine in 
an amount of no less than $1,000. 

SECTION 6. This ordinance shall be effective ten (10) days after its adoption and approval by the 
Mayor, or repassage by City Council over the Mayor’s veto, in accordance with Section 219 of the 
City of Reading Home Rule Charter, or as set forth in Section 221 of the City of Reading Home 
Rule Charter. 
 

Enacted__________________, 2007   
 
 

________________________________ 
President of Council 

 


