
 
 
 
 
 
TO: HARB MEMBERS 
FROM: AMY WOLDT JOHNSON 
DATE: AUGUST 18, 2015 
SUBJECT: AUGUST 18, 2015 MEETING AGENDA 

  

 

The scheduled meeting of the Reading Historical Architectural Review Board will be held 
on Tuesday, August 18, 2015 at 6:30p.m. in the Penn Room on the first floor of City Hall. 
 
AGENDA    

 
6:30 p.m. Call to order.   
    

 6:35 p.m. ITEM #1  404-406 Penn St.  
     Umberto Grande, Owner 
     Composite Index Rating: 92 & 94 

Review proposal for the installation of stone veneer at the first 
floor front facade. 
          

 6:50 p.m. ITEM #2  727 & 729 N. 5th St.  
     O. Christopher Miller & William F. Bender, Owners 
     Composite Index Rating: 128 & 130 

Review proposal for the installation of black powder coated metal 
handrails at the front entrance steps (at both 727 & 729), the side 
entrance steps (729) and black powder coated metal handrails 
and a railing at the rear porch (729). 

           
 7:05 p.m. ITEM #3 829 N. 4th St.  
     Sandra Leffler & Steven Chelius, Owners 
     Composite Index Rating: 76 

Review proposal for the replacement of existing architectural 
asphalt shingles at the main roof in kind and the replacement of 
slate shingles with asphalt shingles on the front gable. 
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 7:20 p.m. ITEM #4 408 S. 5th St.  
     Aleks Salks, Owner 
     Composite Index Rating: 88 

Review proposal for the replacement of the existing standing 
seam tin roof with a metal standing seam roof (to match the metal 
standing seam roof approved for 406 S. 5th St.). 

   
 7:35 p.m. ITEM #5 442 S. 7th St.  
     Francis Radka, Owner 
     Composite Index Rating: 94 

Review the proposal for the construction of a deck at the rear of 
the building to include the installation of an entrance door at an 
existing window at the northern facade, installation of a shed at 
the rear yard. 

 
 7:50 p.m. ITEM #6 233 Spring St.  
     St. Margaret’s Church, Owner 
     Composite Index Rating: 84 

Review proposal for the replacement of existing wood, six over 
one windows with six over one almond color vinyl replacement 
windows on every façade including the first floor enclosed porch 
areas where jalousie windows currently exist; replacement of the 
existing wood basement windows with almond color vinyl 
replacement windows. 

 
 8:05 p.m. ITEM #7 225 S. 5th St.  
     St. Peter the Apostle Roman Catholic Church, Owner 
     Composite Index Rating: 78 

Review proposal for the replacement/repair of the cornice at the 
main roof line at the northern and western facades.  

 
 8:20 p.m. ITEM #8 412 Windsor St.  
     Jose Perez, Owner 
     Composite Index Rating: 84 

Review proposal for the replacement of the existing wood and 
plain glass front entrance door with a metal and leaded glass 
entrance door. (Violation – work has been completed.) 

  
 8:35p.m. ITEM #9 450 Douglass St.  
     Cleto Villalba, Owner 
     Composite Index Rating: 76 

Review proposal for the replacement of existing wood windows 
with white vinyl replacement windows on all facades. (Violation – 
work is partially complete.) 
 
 



 
 
 8:50 p.m. ITEM #10 1053 Madison Ave.  
     Ryan Khan, Owner 
     Composite Index Rating: 86 

Review proposal for the replacement of the existing vinyl siding 
applied in violation to the Mansard roof with asphalt architectural 
shingles.  This item was previously reviewed at the January 20, 
2015 HARB meeting at which time the HARB denied a COA for 
the application of vinyl siding at the Mansard roof and requested 
that the owner submit a claim for financial hardship as per the 
Roof Replacement Guidelines. 

 
 9:05 p.m. ITEM #11 Review applications approved by staff: 
 

a. 724 N. 5th St., Chrissy Cook, Owner 
Replacement of three-tab asphalt shingles at the main roof in 
kind. 

 
b. 1032 Penn St., Eric Shultz, Owner 

Replacement of existing three-tab asphalt shingles with 
CertainTeed Carriage House asphalt shingles.  
 

c. 404-406 Penn St., Umberto Grande, Owner 
Painting of exterior surfaces. 
 

d. 132 N. 5th St., Dan Sweeney, Owner 
Painting of exterior surfaces.  

 
e.  706 N. 5th St., Jeremy Freymoyer, Owner 

Replacement of existing three-tab asphalt shingles with 
CertainTeed Carriage House asphalt shingles at the front 
Mansard and turret roofs, painting of exterior surfaces. 

 
f. 912 N. 5th St., Osbelia Guzman, Owner 

Replacement of the first and third floor roof cornince in kind, 
painting of exterior surfaces. 

 
g.  544 N. 5th St., Daniel Miladinov, Owner 

Repair of the front columns, front steps, and the first floor front 
porch fascia in kind. 

 
h. 349 Spring St., Iris Dalia Pantoja, Owner 

Repair of the first and third floor roof cornices in kind, 
replacement of the first floor front porch roof in kind, 



replacement of scalloped slate shingles at the turret roof in 
kind, painting of exterior surfaces. 

 
i. 426 Robeson St., Sarita Reyes, Owner 

Replacement of rotten wood decking as necessary in kind, 
replacement of the front porch post base in kind. 

 
j. 549 S. 6th St., Thelma Semedo, Owner 

Replacement of slate gray architectural asphalt shingles at the 
main roof in kind. 

 
  

  9:10 p.m.   Other Business   
• Preservation Officer’s Report on Action Items: 

o 732 Madison Ave. – Court Hearing held March 30, 
2015.  The Preservation Officer is working with the 
owner regarding compliance. 

o 1024 N.4th St. – Complaint provided to Call Center 
for deterioration of porch structure. 

o 612 Franklin St. – Emergency removal of stucco 
complete – reapplication of stucco not complete. 
Staff to discuss issue with building inspector and  
Law Office. 

o 108 S. 6th St. – Vinyl window installed incorrectly in 
the bay window at the southern façade.  Staff to 
meet with owner. 

o 132 S. 5th St. – Panel to be painted black at the 
     bottom of the first floor storefront window as per  

Resolution 04-14.  Letter sent to owner. 
o 621 N. 5th St. – Installation of asphalt shingles not  

done according to Resolution 10-14.  Staff to send 
violation letter. 

o 253 N. 5th St. – Demolition by Neglect, Property 
Maintenance Violation.  The City Codes Office has 
installed black painted plywood in the window 
openings to help protect the building. 

o 34 N. 11th St. – Standing seam roof approved by 
HARB but has ridges.  Staff to investigate whether 
what was installed was approved by the HARB. 

o 842 Centre Ave. – Contractor was to investigate and 
report on the condition of the original façade 
material beneath the existing siding before new 
siding was installed.  Staff is to investigate. 

o 450 S. 7th St. – Owner was to complete the 
replacement of vinyl windows with Trimline, two over 
two, double hung primed wood windows with a 



simulated divided light.  Violation letter to be sent 
that the deadline for completing the work is 6 
months past due. 

o 620 S. 7th St. – Replacement of the rear porch 
railing – elective work but the top and bottom rail of 
the railing have not been installed as per the 
resolution.  Staff will discuss with the owner. 

o 306 S. 5th St. – City Council denied the owner’s 
appeal on November 24th and the restoration of the 
front façade was to be completed within 180 days 
from Nov. 24th as per Council Res. No. 127-2014.  
Work has not been completed to date.  Staff is to 
send a violation letter stating that work is 6 months 
past due. 

o 53 S. 6th St. – Staff to determine if signage was 
installed correctly as per HARB Res. No. 59-14.  If 
necessary, a letter is to be sent to request that 
signage not installed on the storefront windows, be 
set back two feet from the window. 

o 927 N. 4th St. – A temporary repair of the original 
terra cotta tiled roof was approved by the HARB for 
100 days remains in place.  Staff is to contact the 
roofing contractor to determine status. 

o 947 N. 4th St. – Staff to investigate whether the 
approved installation of vinyl siding at the bay 
window and rear of the home was done correctly. 

o 941 N. 4th St. – The original cedar shake shingles on 
the bay window were to be replaced in kind but 
instead were replaced with 3” vinyl siding in a 
cypress color which was not approved by the HARB.  
Staff is to contact the contractor and if necessary, 
send a violation letter. 

• Board members report on November, 2014 HARB 
resolutions. Distribution of December, 2014 HARB 
Resolutions for review by HARB members. 

• Status of promotional publications for Real Estate Weekly 
and Home Builders Association. 

• Gas Meter Placement in Historic Districts.  
• Education and Outreach Committee Report. 
• Policy Committee Report. 
• Status of Historic District Identification Sign Project. 

 
  10:00 p.m.      Adjournment 
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