Environmental Advisory Council
Tuesday, September 22, 2009

The regular meeting of the Environmental Advisory Council was held on the
above date for the transaction of general business.

Present — H. Rauenzahn, A. Molteni, J. Drayer, M. Goodman-Hinnershitz — 4

Also present — S. Katzenmoyer, D. Hoag

CALL TO ORDER

Harriet Rauenzahn called the meeting to order at 5:37 pm.

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF CLIMATE ACTION

Bruce Christman and Patricia Diener stated that they represent the Berks-
Lancaster Green Building Association and that they would like to do a greening
project in Reading on October 24, 2009, the International Day of Climate Action.
He stated that the group is interested in doing a project at the Pagoda.

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz noted that the Pagoda does need landscaping. She
stated that the island has the most need at this point and noted the hope that the
landscaping would have an oriental feel. She informed the EAC that a Pagoda
Foundation is being formed. She stated that this is a visible and viable project.

Ms. Hoag stated that the triangle at the end of the Bingaman St bridge would
also be a visible project. She noted that a group began greening the triangle but
that it is not maintained.

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz stated that the gateways to the City should be better
maintained and give a welcoming feel. However, she stated that the Pagoda
would like to have landscaping complete by spring of 2010.

Ms. Rauenzahn questioned when the project would be completed. Mr.
Christman stated that it would be on October 24, 2009 at no cost to the City. He
stated that this would be a great photo op for his organization and for the City.



He also noted that they would like to have an on-going relationship with the City
to education residents on green building opportunities.

Ms. Katzenmoyer questioned what permits would be necessary for this work.
Ms. Hoag stated that permits would not be necessary in this case but that Mr.
Christman should contact Kyle Zeiber to make the arrangements.

Mr. Molteni noted that costs of maintenance of the plants should be considered
as the City may not be able to do much upkeep. He suggested natural, local
plants be considered. He noted the need for more volunteers for these types of
projects.

Ms. Hoag noted that area college students are often in need of volunteer hours.
Ms. Drayer noted that students in the Reading School District also need
volunteer projects.

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz noted that the gateway to the Pagoda is also being
rehabilitated and should be complete around the end of October. She noted that
the sign will be a welcome in Chinese characters.

Ms. Drayer noted the need for plantings at the triangle at Centre Ave and
Douglass St. Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz noted the need for plantings at Pendora
Park.

Mr. Molteni noted the work of Mr. Brantley with guerrilla gardens throughout
the City. He stated that every neighborhood needs greening.

Mr. Christman questioned if Habitat for Humanity currently has any projects in
the City. Ms. Hoag noted that their current projects are in Muhlenberg
Township.

Mr. Christman stated that he will attend a future EAC meeting to report on the
project and to work on educational aspects of greening.

Ms. Rauenzahn questioned how Mr. Christman currently reaches out to
homeowners. Mr. Christman stated that they generate emails, newsletters, and
work through real estate brokers. He noted his hope of becoming involved in
green redevelopment in the City. He invited those in attendance to visit the
website at www.blgba.org.



EVERGREEN COMMUNITY POWER

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz reviewed the Corrstack Evergreen Community
Power Plant issue. She stated that they have received the proper permitting and
have been very cooperative with the neighborhood. She noted that the final
construction has caused concerns. These concerns were discussed at a recent
neighborhood meeting.

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz stated that she has since toured the facility and is
more comfortable with its operation. She suggested that the EAC also tour the
facility.

Ms. Katzenmoyer noted that she has been in contact with the tour facilitator. She
has not chosen a date yet but will be following up in the beginning of October.

She stated that she will inform the EAC of the details once they are known.

Mr. Molteni voiced his support of the tour and noted that this is a state of the art
facility.

Ms. Rauenzahn stated that the DEP would be monitoring the facility regularly.

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz stated that she and Councilor Fuhs will be meeting
with the plant executives this week and will stress the need for the tour.

Mr. Molteni noted that the neighborhood needs to be educated on the facility.

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz stated that she would like to do a myth/truth
brochure on the facility. She will work with Ms. Katzenmoyer.

Ms. Hoag suggested that the plant do a publicity blitz.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The minutes from the August 25, 2009 meeting were reviewed. Motion was
made by Ms. Drayer, seconded by Mr. Molteni, to approve the minutes as
written. Motion carried unanimously.



REMOVAL OF TREES IN THE DOWNTOWN AREA

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz questioned how this has become an issue. Ms.
Katzenmoyer stated that it has come out of the Downtown 2020 plan.

Ms. Rauenzahn questioned why the trees needed to be removed.

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz requested the ability to review the plan.

Ms. Katzenmoyer noted that the tree removal/replacement chart included in the
information packet was forwarded to the EAC by the Shade Tree Commission.
She stated that they have approved the removal/replacement of the trees.

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz stated that she would like specifics of the Plan such

as what blocks are affected and what the end result would be. She questioned
how many live trees would remain.

BCTV PROGRAM

Ms. Rauenzahn reported that the City’s arborist, Dave Ruyak will be the guest
for the September show. She stated that she will work with Mr. Ruyak to
prepare a segment on the downtown trees issue.

The next meeting of the Environmental Advisory Council will be held on
Tuesday, October 27 at 5:30 pm in the Council Office.

The meeting of the Environmental Advisory Council was adjourned at 7:13 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by
Shelly Katzenmoyer, Deputy City Clerk



