Environmental Advisory Council
Tuesday, August 25, 2009

Angelica Park

The regular meeting of the Environmental Advisory Council was held on the
above date for the transaction of general business.

Present — H. Rauenzahn, A. Molteni, J. Drayer, M. Goodman-Hinnershitz — 4.

Also present — S. Katzenmoyer, D. Hoag

CALL TO ORDER

Harriet Rauenzahn called the meeting to order at 6:03 pm.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The minutes from the July 28, 2009 meeting were reviewed. Motion was made
by Mr. Molteni, seconded by Ms. Drayer, to approve the minutes as written.
Motion carried unanimously.

LIGHT POLLUTION

Ms. Katzenmoyer reviewed the light ordinance recently enacted by Tilden
Township. She explained that this is the area where Cabela’s is located. She
noted that there is much development occurring around Cabela’s and that the
Township wished to preserve its current nighttime atmosphere.

Ms. Rauenzahn questioned if Reading’s light ordinance needed to be this
detailed and extensive. Mr. Molteni noted his opinion that it did.

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz stated that this issue was first raised by Councilor
Fuhs and his wish to regulate electronic billboards on Lancaster Ave.

Ms. Drayer questioned the light ordinance in Exeter Township which banned
electronic billboards. Ms. Katzenmoyer stated that she followed up with the



Township and learned that they had been sued regarding this regulation and
now must allow billboards in commercial zones.

Ms. Rauenzahn questioned how to present this issue to City Council. Ms.
Goodman-Hinnershitz suggested that the EAC attend a future Public Safety
Committee meeting. She suggested that Ms. Katzenmoyer begin working on a
draft ordinance with the City legal staff and bring this legislation to the
Committee meeting.

BERNHARTS PARK

Ms. Katzenmoyer reported that there is no new information to report at this time.
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz stated that Council is hoping for assistance from its
federal Senator, Arlen Specter on this issue. She stated the high legal fees that
the City is incurring. Ms. Hoag noted that some of these fees may be recouped
through legal means. She also noted the frustration of the public on this issue.

Mr. Molteni noted his belief that the lake does not need to be drained in order to
inspect the dam if it is not currently leaking. Ms. Hoag noted that there is a small
leak and that is what spurred the need for the inspection. She stated her belief
that if the dam passes inspection, Muhlenberg Township should be approached
to purchase the park.

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz stated that the legal firm is doing a good job with
follow ups but that it is a very complicated process. She stated that pollution is
still occurring at the site and that no clean-up would be meaningful at this time.
Ms. Rauenzahn suggested that Commissioner Mark Scott and Craig Hafer also
attend the meeting with Senator Specter.

Ms. Drayer noted that the Sierra Club is also interested in this issue. She
questioned how to get other environmental organizations involved. Ms.
Goodman-Hinnershitz suggested that the original stakeholders (City, County,
Muhlenberg, Laureldale) need to re-strategize their approach to the situation.
Ms. Hoag noted her agreement. She also stated that Exide has been taking
advantage of the EPA.

Ms. Rauenzahn questioned what the EAC could do in the meantime. Ms.
Goodman-Hinnershitz stated that the original stakeholders began meeting before
the creation of the EAC. She stated the need to evaluate how Exide relates to the



EPA and noted the need for the original stakeholders to meet prior to the
meeting with Senator Specter.

Ms. Hoag noted that currently Exide is discharging waste water into the Reading
sewer system. She stated that this allows them to emit more lead since they are
emitting into a larger system. She stated that contamination may now spread far
beyond Bernhart Park.

BERKS COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE

The meeting scheduled for October 10, 2009 has been cancelled. However, the
BCAEAC would still like a list of projects currently being worked on by EACs
throughout the County.

Ms. Drayer suggested we include Bernhart Park, light pollution, and the removal

of City trees. Ms. Hoag stated that the BCTV program should also be included.
Ms. Katzenmoyer will complete the form.

REMOVAL OF TREES IN THE DOWNTOWN AREA

Mr. Molteni reported that he attended the August meeting of the Shade Tree
Commission. He stated that the Commission agreed to the plan to remove trees
in the downtown area. He stated that he does not support this plan. He further
stated that if the reasoning for the tree removal in the downtown is followed
throughout the City, many trees will be lost.

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz suggested that this issue be discussed at an upcoming
Public Works Committee meeting. She suggested that Kyle Zeiber and Dave
Ruyak be invited to the Committee meeting.

Mr. Molteni stated that he walked the area where the trees are to be removed and

could not discern why the removal was needed. Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz
stated that it may be because of the security cameras.

BCTV PROGRAM

Ms. Rauenzahn reported that Tammy Shimp from the Berks County
Conservancy will be the guest for the August 27 show.



The guest for the September show will be the City’s arborist, Dave Ruyak.

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETINGS

Ms. Hoag noted that the Planning Commission meetings will be held on the 4
Tuesday of each month beginning in September. She questioned the EAC’s
desire to begin meeting at 5:30 pm. This would allow the EAC to cover their
agenda items and attend Planning Commission meetings as necessary.

The EAC agreed to begin their meetings at 5:30 pm beginning with the
September meeting.

The next meeting of the Environmental Advisory Council will be held on
Tuesday, September 22 at 5:30 pm.

The meeting of the Environmental Advisory Council was adjourned at 7:10 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by
Shelly Katzenmoyer, Deputy City Clerk



