Environmental Advisory Council
Tuesday, October 27, 2009

The regular meeting of the Environmental Advisory Council was held on the
above date for the transaction of general business.

Present — H. Rauenzahn, N. Brantley, — 2

Also present — S. Katzenmoyer, D. Hoag

CALL TO ORDER

Harriet Rauenzahn called the meeting to order at 5:37 pm.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The minutes of the September 22, 2009 meeting were reviewed. Motion was
made by Neil Brantley, seconded by Harriet Rauenzahn, to accept the minutes as
written. Motion carried.

LIGHT POLLUTION

Ms. Katzenmoyer explained that the Zoning Amendment Committee requested
additional information as to the direction the EAC wishes to take in regards to
light pollution. She noted their question as to their specific targets.

Mr. Brantley noted that he has some background in planning and zoning.

Ms. Hoag stated her belief that lighting that interferes with normal, every day
functions should be targeted.

Ms. Drayer arrived at this time.
Ms. Hoag noted that lighting should not cross property lines and its intrusion

should be minimized. She noted that some electronic billboards interfere with
the lighting of traffic signals.



Ms. Drayer noted her understanding of the need for safety but that electronic
billboards and other bright lighting should not be intrusive.

Mr. Brantley noted that he will bring information to the next meeting for review.

EVERGREEN POWER PLANT

Ms. Katzenmoyer explained that the EAC could tour the plant on Saturday,
October 31 at noon. She requested that members who are planning to attend call
her to confirm. She will notify members where to park and meet for the tour.

Mr. Brantley noted that he will attend.

REMOVAL OF TREES IN THE DOWNTOWN AREA

Ms. Katzenmoyer reported that she has learned that no trees will be lost in the
downtown area. However, she noted that the City will be receiving responses to
a request for proposals on November 12 asking for planning and design of the
Downtown 2020 project. She noted that this will make the plan much more
concrete and any tree removal will be documented in the plan. She stated that
she will continue to monitor this issue.

BCTV PROGRAM

Ms. Rauenzahn announced the topics for upcoming programs:
e January — PICEH with Craig Hafer
e February —-sludge
e March —urban gardening
e April - recycling in schools

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF CLIMATE CHANGE

Ms. Drayer reported that trees were planted at the Pagoda. She suggested that
Bruce Christman be a guest on an upcoming BCTV program. She stated that Mr.
Christman was pleased with the project and stated that the City was very
cooperative. She noted that this group should be promoted to City Council as a
volunteer group willing to work to beautify Reading. She stated that with more
publicity at future events, there will be more public involvement.



BERNHART’S PARK

Ms. Rauenzahn stated that she saw the recent update in the Reading Eagle. She
stated that the City needs to erect warning signs. Ms. Katzenmoyer explained
that warning signs are present throughout the park.

Ms. Hoag explained the issues with erecting a fence.

Ms. Hoag noted the new information regarding a smelter in Missouri which
continues to contaminate the surrounding area. She stated that Exide’s air
emission permit is currently available for review and public comment. Ms.
Drayer stated that she is working on obtaining a copy of the permit and will send
it to members when she receives it.

Ms. Katzenmoyer explained that the City Clerk is working with Senator Specter’s
office to hold a meeting with EPA officials regarding this issue.

WEED REMOVAL

Mr. Brantley noted that vinegar is an excellent weed killer.

Ms. Drayer stated that boiling water also works well.

OTHER MATTERS

e Gardening

Mr. Brantley stated that he has been speaking with RSD teachers. He noted that
a botany teacher at RHS has implemented a student project which requires them
to plan an urban garden in their neighborhood. He noted his hope that the
Blighted Property Review Committee collaborate to make these gardens reality.

Mr. Brantley stated that he is currently working with students at the Excel
school. He noted that gardening leaves a big impression on these students. He
noted that they are currently making herbal soaps from the herbs which were
harvested from the garden and dried.



e Atrazine
Ms. Hoag reported that the Reading Area Water Authority tests for chemicals
yearly. She noted that the results are included in a water bill for the public’s
information.

Ms. Rauenzahn stated that this issue is currently being studied by the EPA.

The next meeting of the Environmental Advisory Council will be held on
Tuesday, November, 24 at 5:30 pm in the Council Office.

The meeting of the Environmental Advisory Council was adjourned at 6:40 p.m.
Respectfully submitted by

Shelly Katzenmoyer
Deputy City Clerk



