Environmental Advisory Council
Tuesday, April 22,2014

The regular meeting of the Environmental Advisory Council was held on the
above date for the transaction of general business.

EAC members present —-D. Beane, P. Ignozzi-Shaffer, B. Coyle

Others present — S. Katzenmoyer, D. Hoag, R. Johnson, F. Denbowski, B.
Twyman, B. Kelly

CALL TO ORDER
Mr. Beane called the meeting to order at 12:10 pm.

PUBLIC COMMENT

There were no members of the public in attendance.

MINUTES

Motion was made by Ms. Ignozzi-Shaffer, seconded by Ms. Coyle, to approve
the March 25, 2014 meeting summary as written. Motion carried unanimously.

RECYCLING PROGRAM

Mr. Denbowski reported that electronic recycling has become State law and that
this includes TVs and monitors. He stated that this has become a large illegal
dumping problem that the City must address. He stated that one existing option
is for residents to use the County drop-off location. He stated that electronics
will be collected during the spring clean-up at 14" & Walnut Sts.

Mr. Denbowski stated that Solid Waste has been working with Property
Maintenance on ways to address the dumping of TVs and monitors. He stated
that fines are not the solution. Property Maintenance has begun collecting these
items and bringing them to 14" & Walnut. He explained that recycling funds are
being used to dispose the items. He suggested that an additional $20,000 -
$40,000 would be needed to fully fund this program. He suggested that Quality
of Life ticket revenue be shared between Property Maintenance and Solid Waste
to assist with funding.



Mr. Denbowski stated that this is a public safety issue. He stated that he will be
reminding residents of retailer requirements to collect these items but that many
residents don’t have transportation for drop-offs. He stated that the current costs
of disposal are prohibitive to add these items to curbside collection. He also
warned that if curbside collection is offered, others from outside the City would
bring their items inside City limits and dump them. He stated that Mr. Twyman
is researching the issue and would be arranging for updates to the website.

Mr. Beane questioned if there would be additional drop-off dates for TVs and
monitors. Mr. Denbowski stated that there would be dates throughout the year.
He stated that he has a vendor who will remove items collected on May 10. He
stated that he is working with the purchasing office on a long-term contract and
these costs will help guide his 2015 budget.

Ms. Ignozzi-Shaffer questioned how Property Maintenance was transporting the
items. Mr. Denbowski stated that they bring them 1 — 2 at a time in their City
vehicle.

Ms. Ignozzi-Shaffer questioned the logistics of storing them at 14" & Walnut
until disposal. Mr. Denbowski stated that they are stored on pallets in a garage
and are covered. He projected the need for weekly pickup and that it would be
approximately 15 — 20 items per week.

Mr. Beane stated that Lehigh Cement burns old tires. Mr. Denbowski stated that
he was aware that Lehigh Cement burns old tires. Mr. Twyman noted his hope
that another more environmentally friendly disposal process be used.

Mr. Denbowski stated that he will continue to attend meetings and provide
updates.

Mr. Beane expressed pleasure that the recycling fee has been reinstituted.
Ms. Ignozzi-Shaffer requested an update on the recycling issue. Mr. Denbowski
stated that there are minor legal issues that remain. He noted the need for a

long-term solution and State law closing the funding loophole.

Mr. Denbowski stated that worker safety has also become problematic as three
employees have been injured during the last year.



PRESENTATION ON REDESIGN READING CDC

Mr. Kelly stated that he began as executive director in November 2013. He stated
that his background is in ecologic economics. The CDC was created by the City

through its five authorities (parking, water, redevelopment, housing, DID) as all
authorities assist with development and benefit from it.

Mr. Kelly explained that the focus of the CDC will be on sustainability issues and
will operate outside City government as an independent 501 C 3. He stated that
the CDC should be independent of authority funding within five years and that
as the authorities” funding decreases non-authority members will be named to
the Board of Directors. He stated that this is a new model.

Mr. Kelly explained that the City’s Community Development Department
focuses on codes, trades, planning, zoning, and HARB and that the
Redevelopment Authority focuses on bricks and mortar. He stated that the CDC
will focus on support activities — local supply streams, localized capital to
increase the likelihood that money earned in Reading remains in Reading,
increase local purchasing power, etc.

Mr. Kelly stated that he is building coalitions and neighborhoods. He noted the
need for a sustainable restructuring of the economy. He stated that he is
currently working on several coalitions and task forces.

FUEL CITY

Mr. Kelly stated that he was approached by Fuel City, a company that develops
anaerobic digestion projects converting organic waste into natural gas and
fertilizer, through the City’s relationship with the Center for Local Self Reliance.
He stated that this company would dovetail into solid waste issues.

Mr. Kelly explained that the City would need to guarantee a certain level of
waste stream. He stated that once this level is guaranteed, Fuel City would
conduct a study at no cost to the City.

Mr. Denbowski suggested contacting the Reading School District.

Ms. Hoag suggested RACC, Alvernia, and Albright.

Mr. Kelly stated that he has no specifics or additional information at this time.
He stated that this process builds energy and reduces tipping fees and energy



costs. He stated that this company is in its infancy and is a recent startup.

Mr. Beane stated that the EAC could be a vehicle to determine if this
company/project is feasible. He noted the need for due diligence.

Mr. Johnson requested that Mr. Twyman be involved in this discussion as he is
already collecting data this type of data for the City. Ms. Coyle stated that M. ].
Reider would also be willing to assist with any necessary testing.

Mr. Beane noted the need for facts and data. He suggested a future conference
call with representatives of Fuel City.

Ms. Ignozzi-Shaffer stated that she reviewed their website. She stated that this is
a great model. Mr. Twyman suggested that there may be a comparable model
that is more local.

Mr. Beane questioned if Mr. Johnson thought this was worthwhile. Mr. Johnson
stated that it is worth looking at. He noted the need for research and to sort
through the information. He stated that not all companies are worthy and not all
projects are feasible.

Ms. Katzenmoyer questioned how this project would compare to DTE which was
considered by the City in 2013. Mr. Johnson stated that this project may end up
the same as DTE and not be pursued.

Mr. Beane suggested that Ms. Meeks from the County Solid Waste Authority also
be involved.

Mr. Denbowski, Mr. Twyman, Mr. Johnson, and Mr. Kelly left the meeting at this
time.

ALTERNATIVE ENERGY

Mr. Beane stated that the committee is ready to present the regulations to the
EAC as a whole. He stated that after this review, the regulations will be

forwarded for legal review, to zoning, and the County Planning Commission for
comment. A One Stop Shop will also be scheduled to discuss the regulations
with other City officials. He expressed his thanks to Ms. Ignozzi-Shatfer, Ms.
Curran-Myers and Ms. Katzenmoyer for their work.



Mr. Beane stated that the regulations address traditional alternative energy
sources and any other sources will need to be granted by variance through
zoning and addressed at a later date.

The EAC approved the draft and recommended it move forward through the
process.

RAIN BARREL WORKSHOP
The next workshop will be held on Saturday, May 10. Ms. Katzenmoyer

reported that she has begun taking reservations.

BERKS COUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICT BANQUET AND

AWARD

Ms. Ignozzi-Shaffer stated that she submitted a bio and several photos. Ms.
Katzenmoyer and Ms. Hoag will be identified as City employee support staff.

BCTV

Mr. Beane stated that BCTV is relocating in July and there will be no live
broadcasts in July and August. He suggested taping the July program before the
move.

Ms. Hoag suggested that the rain barrel workshop on May 10 be taped and aired.

Mr. Beane suggested that the alternative energy regulations be addressed as the
July program.

DAM TOUR
A tour of the three City-owned dams will be held on Wednesday, May 28 in
place of the regularly scheduled May meeting. A time will be announced.

The next regular meeting of the Environmental Advisory Council will be held on
Tuesday, June 24 at noon at Angelica Park. Mr. Ruyak will be invited to make a
presentation on the tree canopy, the tree inventory, and Tree Vitalize.

The meeting was adjourned at 2:10 p.m.
Respectfully submitted by

Shelly Katzenmoyer
Deputy City Clerk
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