
Environmental Advisory Council 
Tuesday, January 28, 2014 

 
The regular meeting of the Environmental Advisory Council was held on the 
above date for the transaction of general business. 
 
EAC members present –D. Beane, P. Ignozzi-Shaffer, C. Curran-Myers, A. 
Molteni 
 
Others present – S. Katzenmoyer, D. Hoag, F. Denbowski 
 
CALL TO ORDER  
Mr. Beane called the meeting to order at 12:09 pm.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Sherry Scholl, a nursing student at Alvernia University, stated that she is sitting 
in as students are encouraged to follow local issues.  Mr. Beane welcomed Ms. 
Scholl and gave a brief background of the EAC. 
 
Joseph Reeves, representing Reading Green Manufacturing & Recycling LLC, 
stated that this is a new business in Reading that recycles certain computer 
monitors and TVs.  He stated that lead and phosphorus contained in these items 
becomes problematic when there is seepage.  He stated that the City of Reading 
contacts him when these items are dumped in the City.  He stated that he was 
recently contacted about 90 items that were dumped and shattered near a school 
building.  He stated that his company focuses on sustainability and recycling and 
that he also does work with the Reading Housing Authority.   
 
Mr. Molteni stated that lead contained in glass will never leech into the 
environment. 
 
Mr. Beane and Ms. Curran-Myers suggested that Mr. Reeves contact the County 
Solid Waste Coordinator as they routinely collect these types of items.   
 
Ms. Ignozzi-Shaffer questioned how long the business was in operation.  Mr. 
Reeves stated that he received certification in September 2013. 
 
Ms. Ignozzi-Shaffer questioned the intent of Mr. Reeves.  Mr. Reeves stated that 
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it is his hope that the business grows and is able to hire more employees and that 
he remains committed to being located within Reading.   
 
Mr. Beane questioned how the EAC can assist.  Mr. Reeves noted his hope that 
they work together and write legislation as needed.  He stated that he currently 
assists the Public Works Department and hopes to have a contract in the future.  
He noted his hope that his service can grow from a drop off facility to routine 
pick up as he sees many of these types of items when traveling throughout the 
City. 
 
Ms. Hoag suggested that Public Works establish regular drop off locations.  Mr. 
Denbowski stated that he has met with Mr. Lloyd and Mr. Reeves.  He stated 
that there is a current lack of policy.  He stated that he has no means to dispose of 
these items but that they must be picked up by the City and dropped off with 
Reading Green Manufacturing.  He noted the need to follow DEP regulations. 
 
Ms. Hoag stated that Public Works routinely drops items off at United Corrstack.  
She again suggested residents drop off areas located throughout the City.  She 
questioned the best way to publicize the service.  Mr. Denbowski stated that this 
process would be tricky.   
 
Ms. Curran-Myers suggested an outreach campaign.  Mr. Denbowski agreed but 
stated that the drop off locations must be reasonable and again noted the need 
for a policy. 
 
Mr. Beane noted that many Reading residents do not have transportation to 
allow them to use drop off locations. 
 
Mr. Denbowski questioned if Mr. Reeves has met with Mr. Twyman as he would 
be the contact.  Mr. Reeves stated that he has not. 
 
Mr. Denbowski stated that the City is currently using Reading Green 
Manufacturing on a pay as you go basis without a contract as the City does not 
have funding for recycling at this time. 
 
Ms. Ignozzi-Shaffer questioned if Reading Green Manufacturing had contracts 
with other entities.  Mr. Reeves stated that he does as he may not scavenge the 
items.  He noted the need for a paper trail to prove to DEP that the items have 
been dismantled. 
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Mr. Denbowski noted the need for a third party to administer the program.  He 
stated that he uses Reading Green Manufacturing when the items are 
found/hauled in a damaged condition and they are not accepted by the County 
program.   
 
Mr. Reeves stated that he has recently signed a contract with Best Buy in 
Wyomissing for their items. 
 
Ms. Katzenmoyer reminded all about the need to follow the City’s procurement 
and purchasing policies.  Mr. Denbowski agreed. 
 
Ms. Hoag stated that the EAC should not be writing this internal policy.  She 
stated that DEP requires this remediation and that this should go through the bid 
process.  Ms. Curran-Myers agreed. 
 
Ms. Hoag questioned if Mr. Denbowski had developed waste stream maps.  She 
suggested that this removal would fall into one of the maps to work it into 
policy.  She again stated that the EAC should not create this policy. 
 
Mr. Denbowski questioned how the EAC would suggest instituting the process.  
Ms. Ignozzi-Shaffer suggested following the State minimum at this time.  Ms. 
Hoag agreed. 
 
Mr. Denbowski noted that he wants to do the right thing and that collection of 
this type of item is already becoming problematic.  He suggested working with 
Mr. Reeves to develop specs for the bid request.  Ms. Katzenmoyer warned 
against this as it may appear that the specs were written so that only Reading 
Green Manufacturing meets the qualifications.  She noted the need to work 
within the purchasing policy framework. 
 
Mr. Molteni questioned if flat screen TVs contained phosphorus.  Mr. Reeves 
stated that it depends on the type.  He stated that plasma TVs are the most 
problematic. 
 
Mr. Denbowski stated that he will work with Mr. Twyman on the policy.  Mr. 
Beane stated that the role of the EAC is to review policy and comment, not to 
create it.  He stated that the largest role of the EAC is public education.  He stated 
that there would be synergies to educating the public with this issue and other 
recycling related items.   
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Ms. Hoag suggested that BCTV and Channel 69 promote the recycling of these 
items.  She also suggested that Channel 69 sponsor collection events. 
 
Mr. Denbowski stated that the City has a contract with BCTV for public service 
announcements.  He suggested that they add this item. 
 
Mr. Beane noted his hope that the EAC will begin to work more closely with 
Channel 69.  He noted the advantages of appearing and advertising on their 
Spanish newscast.   
 
Mr. Reeves noted his understanding of the need for education.  He stated that he 
hopes that the local schools will add this type of technical training classes. 
 
Mr. Beane suggested forming a subcommittee to assist Mr. Twyman and Mr. 
Reeves.  Mr. Denbowski expressed his thanks. 
 
Mr. Reeves thanked the EAC for allowing him to speak.  He noted his hope that 
Reading Green Manufacturing be part of the solution for Reading. 
 
Ms. Ignozzi-Shaffer questioned the position of Mr. Lloyd.  Mr. Reeves stated that 
the City is not involved in the effort and that he is spear-heading it himself. 
 
RECYCLING PROGRAM 
Mr. Beane stated that City Council approved a $550,000 fund transfer last 
evening. 
 
Mr. Denbowski explained that the $550,000 will fund the recycling program 
through the end of March.  He stated that the City is currently planning several 
options for the program which will depend on the outcome of the Court 
decisions.   
 
Mr. Denbowski explained that the bankruptcy decision may give the City a stay 
to buy a brief amount of time to make some corrections.  He stated that there is a 
work group looking at ways to retool the process.  It is expected that if the stay is 
granted that another individual will sue the City to get the same result.   
 
Mr. Denbowski stated that he participated in a meeting with the Professional 
Recyclers of PA (PROP) which focused on the situation in Reading.  He stated 
that there are legislative solutions but that the court decisions must be rendered 
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first. 
 
Mr. Molteni questioned the timing of the court decisions.  Mr. Denbowski stated 
that there are still appeal options.  He stated that the program will be repackaged 
to allow for different billing.  He stated that this issue is being closely monitored 
by other municipalities as the fix for Reading may cause problems elsewhere. 
 
Mr. Denbowski stated that the City is holding meetings with the haulers to 
discuss the issue.  He noted his hope that the solution can be found by working 
together and that the haulers will provide input and feedback. 
 
Mr. Beane asked for a further update at the next meeting. 
 
Mr. Molteni questioned the discussion for the BCTV show.  Mr. Denbowski 
stated that Mr. Twyman will be participating and that he fully understands the 
situation and will guide discussion.  He noted that the message should be to 
continue recycling. 
 
Ms. Ignozzi-Shaffer questioned if the City plans to switch to a three item 
minimum.  Mr. Denbowski expressed his belief that the three item minimum is 
no longer feasible.  He stated that when the law was written the State did not see 
the future of recycling.  He stated that monthly pick up is also the State 
minimum. 
 
Ms. Curran-Myers noted the need for education on the mandatory minimums. 
 
Mr. Beane stated that recycling will be the theme of several upcoming BCTV 
programs. 
 
Ms. Curran-Myers also noted the need to discuss Act 101.  She stated that this 
was a funded mandate when it was written but that it has not been updated.  She 
stated that over time, the Act gradually decreased State funding which needed to 
be replaced by local funding as recycling became institutionalized.  
 
MINUTES 
Motion was made by Ms. Ignozzi-Shaffer, seconded by Mr. Molteni, to 
approve the November 26, 2013 meeting summary as written.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 
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REORGANIZATION 
Mr. Beane stated that he is willing to remain as chair in 2014 but that this would 
be his third year in this position.  He suggested that a new person be named as 
chair in 2015. 
 
Ms. Curran-Myers stated that she is willing to serve as vice chair. 
 
Ms. Ignozzi-Shaffer moved, seconded by Mr. Molteni, to nominate Mr. Beane 
as chair and Ms. Curran-Myers as vice chair.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 
ALTERNATIVE ENERGY 
Mr. Beane stated that the subcommittee met with Mr. Peiffer, the City Zoning 
Administrator.  He stated that Mr. Peiffer agrees with placing the regulations in 
the Zoning Ordinance and that Mr. Peiffer supports alternative energy and will 
encourage it.  He stated that Ms. Katzenmoyer has begun reworking the 
ordinance into a zoning amendment. 
 
Ms. Curran-Myers stated that all building uses apply to zoning.  She stated that 
the applications are screened and assigned as necessary.  She stated that 
alternative energy sources will be accessory uses with restrictions. 
 
Mr. Molteni agreed with this approach and expressed his support for keeping the 
issue simple. 
 
Ms. Ignozzi-Shaffer suggested that green roof issues also be examined. 
 
Mr. Beane stated that the amendment will be reviewed at the next meeting.  He 
stated that the subcommittee will then schedule a “One Stop Shop” to discuss the 
amendment with trades, fire marshal, planning, etc.  And it will be reviewed by 
the City’s legal office.   
 
Ms. Katzenmoyer stated that she is working to update the steep slope overlay 
and the riparian buffer overlay to make the items a package as zoning 
amendments have a more complicated legislative process. 
 
RAIN BARREL WORKSHOP 
Mr. Beane stated that the next workshop will be held on March 29. 
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Ms. Ignozzi-Shaffer stated that she has not heard whether RACC is willing to 
host the workshop.  She stated that she will follow up and that there will be a 
cost to use RACC facilities. 
 
Ms. Hoag suggested holding the workshop at Reading High School.  Ms. 
Ignozzi-Shaffer stated that she has a contact at RHS through the Ecology club.  
She stated that this is also who provides the student translators.   
 
Ms. Ignozzi-Shaffer stated that RAWA needs six weeks to ensure the flyer is 
included in the water bills.   
 
Mr. Beane suggested holding the workshop at Goggleworks.   
 
Ms. Hoag suggested contacting the local Girl Scout office as the workshop would 
fit nicely into the “Wonders of Water” program. 
 
Mr. Reeves questioned if the EAC was familiar with the Aztec model of rain 
collection.  He stated that it uses gravel, dirt and sand. 
 
DAM ASSESSMENT 
Ms. Hoag stated that a contract has been awarded to perform dam assessments at 
Egelman’s, Bushong and Bernhart.  She stated that safety, hydraulic, and flood 
issues will be assessed and projects will be prioritized to bring the City’s dams 
into DEP compliance. 
 
Ms. Hoag stated that because of the lead issues at Bernhart, the dam has not yet 
been addressed.  She stated that the rest of the park has been remediated. 
 
Ms. Hoag stated that an additional contract has been awarded to make repairs to 
the Egelman’s dam along with repairs to the roadway near the dam.   
 
Ms. Hoag stated that Bushong has issues with the mill race. 
 
Ms. Ignozzi-Shaffer questioned maintenance of Bernhart Park.  Ms. Curran-
Myers questioned if the City admits that the park is open.  Ms. Hoag stated that 
she can address this more thoroughly after the dam assessment is complete. 
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STORM WATER ISSUES 
Ms. Hoag stated that Reading is now a part of the southeast region of DEP and 
that the County is now split into two regions.  She stated that this has caused 
permits to be issued on different dates requiring differing reporting dates.  She 
stated that no MS4 permits have been issued and that Reading has no permit so 
their reporting dates are unknown. 
 
Ms. Hoag stated that the Wyomissing Creek watershed is moving forward.  She 
stated that there are documents to provide guidance and direction.  She stated 
that this is a coalition of municipalities working together. 
 
SMART GROWTH 
Ms. Ignozzi-Shaffer stated that only three people were in attendance at the last 
meeting.  She stated that nominations for the Smart Growth awards are being 
accepted. 
 
Mr. Beane stated that Mr. Kramer is no longer involved in this program.  Ms. 
Ignozzi-Shaffer agreed and stated that Mr. Kramer’s replacement, Mr. Janssen, 
was not in attendance. 
 
BCTV PROGRAM 
Mr. Beane stated that the next BCTV program will be live on Friday, January 31 
at noon.  He suggested that participants meet in the lobby at 11:30 am.  The topic 
will be the continuing conversation on recycling. 
 
The next meeting of the Environmental Advisory Council will be held on 
Tuesday, February 25 at noon at the Public Works building conference room. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:41 p.m.  
 
 

Respectfully submitted by 
Shelly Katzenmoyer 

 Deputy City Clerk 
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