
City of Reading Charter Board 

December 4, 2012 – 7:00pm 

Penn Room 

Members Present:  Susan Gibson, John Slifko, Jerry Richter, Elizabeth Stanley 

Members Absent:  None 

Members of Public and Invited Guests:  Eric Smith, Board Solicitor 

I.  Administration 

 

 The Boards next regularly scheduled meeting is Tuesday, December 18, 2012. 

 

 The Chair announced there has been no Right to Know requests. 

 

 Ongoing vacancy of one Board seat was discussed. No candidates currently in 

application process per the Boards knowledge. 

 

 The Chair noted again noted the invitation from Hartman Shurr for their 
Holiday Open House December 14

th
 from noon to 7:00 pm. 

 

II. Education 

 

 Charter Board educational session #1, concerning Home Rule Law and The 
Charter: Executive Branch was conducted from 5:30 to 6:45 pm in Council 

Chambers.  The session was attended by Councilors Corcoron, Goodman-

Hinntershitz, Marmarou, Reed and Sterner.  Session #2 will be deferred until 

after the New Year due to schedule conflicts.  

 

III. Advisory 

 

 No current requests. 
 

IV. Enforcement 
 

 The Board Chair announced an Executive Session to discuss the procedural 
status of investigations #32 and #34, and pending litigation regarding Mayor 

Vaughn Spencer vs. The City of Reading Charter Board, Declaratory 

Judgment (Docket #12-24830).  The Board entered executive session at 7:10 

pm and exited executive session at 8:30 pm.   

 

 After returning to public session, the Chair noted that a complaint seeking 

Declaratory Judgment was filed in Berks County Court November 26, 2012. 

The Plaintiff, Mayor Vaughn Spencer names The City of Reading Charter 



Board and each individual member in their official capacity as Charter Board 

members as defendants. This action (Docket #12-24830) seeks declarations 

including:  

 

a) The Charter Board’s Opinion #28 is erroneous and conflicts and is 

inconsistent with the Charter and is void; 

 

b)  The Charter Board’s Opinion #28 is otherwise being applied and relied 

upon erroneously and impermissibly in a precedential, non-advisory 

fashion by the Charter Board, by its agents and by other City officials; 

 

c) It is not a violation of the Charter for the Mayor to hire employees in any 

job position as he deems necessary to effectively operate the City 

government even absent an identification of each such employee’s job 

position in the annual budget or annual position ordinance and/or without 

receiving prior approval of Council, except to the extent that the Charter 

expressly provides otherwise in Sections 400(a), 501, 603, 607, and 801. 

 

 Also after returning to public session, a motion was made by Mr. Richter, 2
nd

 

by Ms. Stanley, to form and authorize a Legislative Committee to make 

administrative and procedural decision related to the Local Agency Appeal of 

Investigation #32, the newly filed Declaratory Judgment Action, and related 

proceedings. The Committee shall be convened as necessary and be composed 

of the Board Chair plus one additional Charter Board member. The motion 

passed by unanimous verbal vote. 

 

 

V. Closing 

 

 Meeting adjourned at 8:35 pm. 

 

Respectfully Submitted 

Susan Gibson, Chair 

City of Reading Charter Board 


