Blighted Property Review Committee
Thursday, January 17, 2014

Update Meeting Report
BRPC Members Attending: L. Olsen, Chair; D. Reed, M. Wolfe, D. Luckey, H. Urena
Others attending: L. Kelleher, T. Butler

Mr. Olsen, Chair, called the meeting to order at 6:04 p.m. and announced that a quorum

was present.

Public Comment
Mr. Olsen opened the floor for public comment. As no one stepped forward to speak,

the comment period was closed.

Approval of Agenda and Minutes
Mr. Olsen called the BPRC’s attention to the November non-hearing minutes

distributed electronically in November and the agenda for this meeting.

Ms. Wolfe moved, seconded by Mr. Urena, to approve the agenda and the minutes as

distributed. The motion was approved unanimously.

Matrix — Evaluation of BPRC Impact

Mr. Olsen distributed an email from Mr. Kromer. He explained that Mr. Kromer was
called to another meeting and was unable to attend tonight. He stated that in the email
Mr. Kromer provides an update and notes that the administration plans to prepare an
annual report that will include the progress made through the blighted property

process that is an expansion of the data circulated at the November meeting.

Acquisition Handbook
Mr. Olsen stated that the email from Mr. Kromer states that he attended last night’s
Redevelopment Authority (RRA) meeting to discuss the acquisition of blighted

properties.

Mr. Luckey reported that Mr. Kromer did not attend the meeting and that the RRA
Executive Director is uninterested in acquiring blighted properties. He stated that he



has been encouraging the RRA Executive Director and board to advertise properties
that have been certified as blighted so investors and developers have the opportunity to
consider acquiring them. He stated that the RRA is not interested in acquiring the

properties as they do not want to become responsible for maintaining them.

Ms. Kelleher explained the advertisement prepared, using a sample from Allentown.
She stated that Allentown acquires all certified properties then advertises them. The
suggested Reading process will advertise that certified properties are available for
acquisition, with the investor or developer paying the cost of one of the seven (7)

acquisition methods listed in the Acquisition Book.

Mr. Luckey expressed the belief that certified properties should be advertised so that

rehabilitation could occur.

Ms. Reed described the benefits of using free advertising methods such as web sites and
social media for blighted properties. She noted that recent studies show that the use of
social media has a more far reaching benefit than standard advertising methods such as

newspapers.

Voluntary conveyance of properties was discussed. Ms. Kelleher stated that this is one

of the acquisition methods covered in the handbook.

Mr. Luckey stated that the RRA will not be advertising certified properties. He
suggested that the BPRC consider advertising to generate interest, as that may stimulate
the interest of the RRA.

Ms. Butler stated that Attorney Lachat has approved the acquisition handbook and
returned it to Mr. Agudo.

Other
Ms. Butler stated that former Law Office intern, Kristine Potts has been hired as the new

Property Maintenance Specialist. She is currently being trained by Mr. Yeager.



Ms. Wolfe described the difficulties her church is having with acquiring 628 North
Front St. She stated that Mr. Mukerji was able to clear the water liens that came with
the property; however, he has not obtained approval on the City liens. She stated that
Mr. Mukerji told her that he has made several attempts to clear the City liens but no one

from the administration has responded.

Ms. Kelleher stated that the next meeting is a Determination Hearing on Thursday,

February 20* at 6 pm and a non-hearing meeting on Thursday, March 20* at 6 pm.

The BPRC meeting adjourned at approximately 6:35 pm.

Respectfully submitted by Linda A. Kelleher, Secretary



