Blighted Property Review Committee
Thursday, July 18, 2013
Determination Hearing

Meeting Report

Mr. Olsen called the Determination and Certification Hearing to order at approximately
6:08 pm. He announced that a quorum was present.

Mr. Olsen announced that the purpose of the hearing was to consider if the conditions
of the properties on the agenda met any of the 12 conditions set by the Pennsylvania
Urban Redevelopment Law of 1945, as amended and the City of Reading Blighted
Property Review Committee Ordinance, and could be certified or determined as
blighted.

BPRC Attendance: L. Olsen, R. Corcoran, H. Urena, W. Bealer, D. Luckey
Staff Attendance: L. Kelleher, T. Butler, Esq., M. Reinhart, T. Arentz

Mr. Olsen asked Ms. Butler, attorney from the City's Law Department, to conduct the
hearing. He stated that properties with owners present will be taken first and the
remaining properties will be handled in a consent agenda fashion.

Ms. Butler stated that the Committee will first consider the recommendation to
decertify the following properties as they no longer meet the blighted criteria:
1. 513 Margaret St, Nathaniel McClennon, owner, 513 Margaret St., Rdg.
2. 128 W. Oley St, Robert Walker Sr., owner, 130 W. Oley, Rdg.
3. 646 Brookline St, Jean Anastil, owner, 646 Brookline St., Rdg.
4. 1320 Perry St, Bianca Taverez Pena, owner, 1320 Perry St., Rdg

Mr. Corcoran moved, seconded by Mr. Urena, to decertify the properties listed above
and remove them from the blighted property list. The motion was unanimously
approved.

Ms. Butler stated that the following properties no longer meet the blight criteria and
will not be processed:
1. 649 North 9% Street, Khoa Tran, owner 1221 Butler St, Reading 19601
2. 1134 Greg Street, Anna Spannuth Dziedzic Trust & Roseann Rothenberger
Roseann, owners, 402 Orchard Rd Fleetwood Pa 19522



3. 52 North 10% Street, 1419 N 9* St. Holding Corp, owner, 268 W 91st St Apt 1B
New York NY 10024

Ms. Butler explained the hearing procedures and summarized the blighted conditions
as set forth in the City's Blighted Property ordinance. All property owners were
provided with a copy of the property packets that will be entered into the record. She
reiterated that properties with owners present would be taken first and the properties
without representation would be taken in a consent agenda format.

Determination Hearing
1. 643 N 9t St, Lillian Marquez, owner, 2810 Kutztown Rd., 19605, purchased May
2012

Ms. Butler asked the property owner to step forward. Ms. Kelleher administered the
oath to Ms. Lillian Marquez.

Ms. Butler entered the following conditions into the record from the property summary
sheet as follows:

* Notice mailed to the property owner via first class and certified mail on May 31,

2013

* Notice posted on the property on June 6, 2013

* Delinquent water charges N/A; Water off August 2013

* Delinquent Taxes N/A

* Electric-on

* Gas meter removed 6-2010

* Trades: N/A

* Codes: Rehab plan issued 11-2012, follow up inspection 7-17-13

* Delinquent Trash and Recycling no response

* Liens N/A

Ms. Marquez stated that since she purchased the property her efforts to rehab the
property have been thwarted by vandalism and burglary. She stated that the plumbing
was recently stolen. She stated that the two properties on either side of 643 N 9t Street
are also vacant, which interferes with her ability to get property insurance. She stated
that she recently purchased a dog to stay at the property for security purposes. She
stated that she has taken out building permits for new windows and electric system
repair. She stated that when the property is rehabbed she plans to rent it out.

In response to a question from Mr. Corcoran, Ms. Marquez stated that the property is



heated with a gas furnace. Mr. Corcoran and Ms. Butler noted the need for the gas
utility to be reconnected.

Public Comment
Ms. Butler opened the floor for public comment. No one stepped forward.

BPRC Vote
Mr. Luckey moved, seconded by Mr. Bealer, to approve the determination of 643 N 9*
Street as a blighted property. The motion was approved unanimously.

Mr. Corcoran explained that determination is the first step in the blighted property
process. He encouraged Ms. Marquez to continue with the rehab of the property as
properties that no longer meet the criteria can be removed from the list or the process.

2.443 S 5" St, Ann Marie Almario, owner, 443 S 5% St., Reading 19602 purchased Feb
2004

Ms. Butler called the property owner to the podium. Ms. Kelleher administered the
oath to Ms. Almario.

Ms. Butler entered the following conditions into the record from the property summary
sheet as follows:
* Notice mailed to the property owner via first class and certified mail on May 31,
2013
* Notice posted on the property on June 6, 2013
* Delinquent water charges totaling $404.20; Water on
* Delinquent Taxes $338.91 2012 City, County & School
* Electric-on
* Gas-on
* Trades: potential collapse of the porch roof due to damage to the supporting
structure
* Codes: NOV for porch repairs, Building permit pulled 6-12-13 but HARB
approval required
* Delinquent Trash and Recycling no response
* Liens N/A

In response to a question from Mr. Bealer, Ms. Almario stated that her husband will be
doing the repair work required. She stated that the porch roof is supported by 10
spindles and she questioned Mr. Nicarry’s statement that the porch roof is in danger of
collapse, as only two of the spindles are rotted.



In response to a question from Mr. Corcoran, Ms. Almario stated that she is unsure
when the project will be completed due to the need for him to assist her with her
physical issues caused during an automobile accident about two years ago. She stated
that the delay in obtaining disability payments delayed her ability to fix the porch. She
stated that the problem was made worse when neighborhood children came into the
property and made the damage to the porch worse.

Mr. Luckey questioned how this property qualifies for the blighted process. Ms. Butler
stated that the property qualifies as the second criteria on the sheet which is attractive
nuisance. She noted that Ms. Almario’s testimony supports the criteria as she stated
that the neighborhood children made the damage to the porch worse.

Public Comment
Ms. Butler opened the floor for public comment. No one stepped forward.

BPRC Vote
Mr. Bealer moved, seconded by Mr. Corcoran, to approve the determination of 443 S
5t Street as a blighted property. The motion was approved unanimously.

Mr. Corcoran encouraged Ms. Almario to repair the damage to the porch so the
property can be removed from the process.

3.1925 N 14" St, Victor Armas, owner, 5672 Allentown Pike Reading 19605,
purchased April 2004

Ms. Butler stated that the property owner is not present but two neighbors would like
to testify about the property.

Ms. Butler entered the following conditions into the record from the property summary
sheet as follows:

* Notice mailed to the property owner via first class and certified mail on May 31,

2013

* Notice posted on the property on June 6, 2013

* Delinquent water charges totaling $1584.95; Water off 12-2012

* Delinquent Taxes N/A

* Electric — no response

* Gas meter removed 5-2012

* Trades: No response

* Codes: NOV unmaintained structure, roof damage due to damage from 2012 fire



* Delinquent Trash and Recycling no response
* Liens N/A

Ms. Butler stated that the property owner is still not present.

Public Comment
Ms. Butler opened the floor for public comment.

Ms. Kelleher administered the oath to Janice Scull, who stated that her mother lives next
to this property. She stated that another neighbor has the grass at this property cut by
his lawn care service. She stated that the property was damaged by a fire that occurred
during Hurricane Sandy in 2012 and that neighbors have been complaining about the
condition of this property ever since with little response from the City. She stated that
the grass often grows so high that the yard attracts ticks, vermin and groundhogs. She
stated that the condition of this property negatively affects the property values of
neighboring properties. She expressed hope that the Committee will continue the
process with this property.

Ms. Kelleher administered the oath to Marian Pounder who stated that she resides
behind the property at 14" St. and College Avenue. She reported that the windows are
missing at the rear of the property, which she sees from her kitchen and backyard. She
stated that the fire damage to the roof is covered by a tarp which becomes dislodged
during storms. She stated that the City work crew has not ever cut the grass in
response to complaints from neighbors, as the neighboring property owner has his lawn
service cut the grass at this property. She suggested that this lawn service should be
reimbursed for this work. She challenged the unpaid work orders as the City’s crew
has never had to perform work at this property. She stated that prior to the fire the
property was rented to irresponsible tenants and college students. She reported that
maintenance was nonexistent since the fire in 2012.

BPRC Vote
Mr. Urena moved, seconded by Mr. Corcoran, to approve the determination of 1925
North 14" Street as a blighted property. The motion was approved unanimously.

4. 200 W Oley St, Marilyn Nye, owner, 531 Schuylkill Ave Reading 19601, no
purchase date listed

Ms. Kelleher administered the oath to Mrs. Nye.



Ms. Butler entered the following conditions into the record from the property summary
sheet as follows:
* Notice mailed to the property owner via first class and certified mail on May 31,
2013
* Notice posted on the property on June 6, 2013
* Delinquent water charges totaling $39.22; Water on
* Delinquent Taxes N/A
* Electric-on
* Gas-N/A
* Trades: No response
* Codes: 2 illegal rental units, NOV for damage to the stairs, drainage system,
windows, hatchway and exterior surfaces, 6 unpaid QoLs, 1 No Show placard
removal fee and unpaid housing fee, totaling $3650.
* Trash and Recycling — No response
* Liens N/A

Ms. Butler stated that the property is deemed unfit for human habitation due to the
placarding.

Mrs. Nye stated that she moved out about three years ago and she had planned to rent
the property out. She stated that she works hard to pay all her bills and questioned the
water delinquency. She stated that she has not been in the property since April due to
the damage sustained from a burglary has left the interior unfit.

Public Comment
Ms. Butler opened the floor for public comment. No one stepped forward.

BPRC Vote
Mr. Corcoran moved, seconded by Mr. Bealer, to approve the determination of 200
West Oley Street as a blighted property. The motion was approved unanimously.

5. 531 Schuylkill Ave, Marilyn Nye, owner, 1620 Norton Ave., Reading 19606, no
purchase date listed

Ms. Nye remains under oath.

Ms. Butler entered the following conditions into the record from the property summary
sheet as follows:
* Notice mailed to the property owner via first class and certified mail on May 31,
2013



* Notice posted on the property on June 6, 2013

* Delinquent water charges totaling $28; Water off 2-2012

* Delinquent Taxes N/A

* Electric-on

* Gas meter - N/A

* Trades: The rear portion of this property collapsed over the prior weekend and
demolition of the remaining structure will occur within the next 10 days

* Codes: placarded as an unsafe structure and as an unsafe property, unpaid QoL
and placard removal fee totaling $1635

* Delinquent Trash and Recycling no response

* Liens N/A

Ms. Nye described the problems caused by irresponsible tenants since 1987. She stated
that all her worldly possessions are in these two properties and requested time to clean
the property out before the demolition occurs. She stated that Reading is unsafe and
she has been unable to hire contractors to make repairs to these properties. She stated
that she has no help and cannot care for the properties on her own.

Ms. Butler suggested that Ms. Nye contact the Office of Aging to seek assistance.

Public Comment
Ms. Butler opened the floor for public comment. No one stepped forward.

BPRC Vote
Mr. Corcoran moved, seconded by Mr. Urena, to approve the determination of 531
Schuylkill Avenue as a blighted property. The motion was approved unanimously.

6.20 S 10" St, Luke Beachy, owner, 136 W Wesner Rd., Blandon 19510, purchased
April 2008

Ms. Kelleher administered the oath to Mr. Beachy.

Ms. Butler entered the following conditions into the record from the property summary
sheet as follows:

* Notice mailed to the property owner via first class and certified mail on May 31,

2013

* Notice posted on the property on June 6, 2013

* Delinquent water charges totaling $61.08; Water on

* Delinquent Taxes $1750.41 2011-12 City, School and County taxes

* Electric-on



* Gas—bad address
* Trades: No response
* Codes: next scheduled inspection for total rehab 7-17-13

* Trash and Recycling no response
* Liens N/A

Mr. Beachy stated that the plumbing was stolen and the water service was disconnected
two years ago. He stated that he has been trying to rehab the property for two years.
He stated that the property is not a good investment due to problems with irresponsible
tenants. He questioned the unpaid taxes as the taxes are escrowed and paid by his
mortgage company. He stated that it is challenging to keep up with the mortgage while
the property is not rented out. He expressed the belief that the property can be
rehabbed.

Ms. Reinhart stated that photographs taken during the most recent inspection show that
while the property meets the blighted criteria, the property could be rehabbed.

Public Comment
Ms. Butler opened the floor for public comment. No one stepped forward.

BPRC Vote
Mr. Bealer moved, seconded by Mr. Corcoran, to approve the determination of 10
South 10* Street as a blighted property. The motion was approved unanimously.

Mr. Bealer explained that the property will move into the certification phase of the
process in 60 days and that if certified the property will be eligible for acquisition 60
days following the certification.

7.701 Walnut St, Lou Burgos, owner 1647 Perkiomen Ave, 19602, purchased March
2012

Ms. Kelleher administered the oath to Mr. Burgos and his interpreter Natasha Peguero.

Ms. Butler entered the following conditions into the record from the property summary
sheet as follows:
* Notice mailed to the property owner via first class and certified mail on May 31,
2013
* Notice posted on the property on June 6, 2013
* Delinquent water charges totaling N/A; Water on
* Delinquent Taxes N/A



* Electric - off

* GasN/A

* Trades: No response

* Codes: NOV for sidewalk, window and downspout damage

* Trash and Recycling no response
* Liens N/A

Through his interpreter, Mr. Burgos stated that work is being done to replace the
missing windows and that the windows were ordered last week and the permits were
pulled. He stated that he has been in contact with Property Maintenance and that he
has obtained a permit to install a handicapped ramp and downspouts. He stated that
he purchased the property as an investment and that he intends to use the property as a
furniture store or warehouse.

Public Comment
Ms. Butler opened the floor for public comment. No one stepped forward.

BPRC Vote
Mr. Bealer moved, seconded by Mr. Corcoran, to approve the determination of 701
Walnut Street as a blighted property. The motion was approved unanimously.

Certification Consent Agenda

Ms. Butler stated that the following properties are unrepresented at tonight’s hearing;:
1. 45 S 10t St, Benjamin Epstein and Menachm Ohana, owners, 1455 E 15 Street,
Brooklyn NY 11230, purchased Nov 2006

2.47 S 10 St., Robert Barto, owner, 5 Park Place Dr., Sinking Spring, PA 19608,
purchased Dec 1999

3.1054 N 10* St., Stephen Sullivan, owner, 1207 N 13 St, Reading, 19604, purchased
Aug 2001

4. 641 N 9th St, Juan Rodriguez, 21 Myrtle Ave., Clifton NJ 07014, purchased April
2005

5. 645 N 9* St, Hector Guerrero & Lissy Epinal, ownera, 605 51 St, Apt 1, Brooklyn
NY 11220, purchased Nov 2004



6. 1505 Perkiomen Ave, Jermaine Monroe, owner, 1505 Perkiomen Ave, Reading
19602, purchased April 2007

7.722 A Moss St, Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., owners, 3300 SW
34th Ave Ste 101 Osceola FL 34474, purchased May 2013

8. 1400 Hampden Blvd, Marie Pierre, owner, 1400 Hampden Blvd 19604, purchased
Jan 2004

Ms. Butler inquired if the property owners for these properties were present. No one
responded.

Ms. Butler stated that these properties meet at least one of the blight criteria. In summary:

* All notices were mailed on May 31, 2013 and posted on or about June 6, 2013

* 645 N 9th St - Delinquent Water $2361.21, Water off March 2009, $1452.52
Delinquent 2012 City, County and School Taxes, Electric off, Gas meter removed
April 2009, Trades: no response, Codes: fire damage, 3 No Show inspections, 6
unpaid work orders, 13 unpaid QoL, Placard removal fee, no housing permit
total owed $5030.08

* 45 South 10t St - Delinquent Water N/A; Water on, Delinquent taxes N/A,
Trades: no response, Codes: Rehab agreement submitted, lack of compliance
after inspection

* 47 South 10* St — Delinquent Water $29.09, Water off Nov 2008, $2710.02
Delinquent 2010, 11 and 2012 City, County and School Taxes, Electric off, Gas
meter removed March 2003, Trades: no response, Codes: NOV unmaintained
vacant structure, unmaintained windows and repair exterior walls

* 1054 North 10* St - Delinquent Water $29.07; Water off August 2006, Delinquent
taxes N/A, Trades: no response, Codes: 3 No Show for 2 year inspection, 4
unpaid QoL, 3 unpaid No Show fines, total owed $1005.

* 641 N 9th St - Delinquent Water $7190.78, Water off June 2008, Delinquent N/A,
Electric off, Gas meter removed July 2008, Trades: no response, Codes: 2 No
Show inspections, next inspection scheduled for 7-24-13, 9 work orders to secure
property and remove trash, 15 QoL weeds, trash, unpaid housing permits total
owed $4000.70

* 1505 Perkiomen Ave - Delinquent Water $1948.99 Water off since Dec 2009,
Delinquent taxes N/A, Electric on, Gas meter removed Sept 2009, Trades: no
response, Codes: NOV damaged porch and porch roof, damaged windows,
unsecured hatchway, peeling paint

* 722 A Moss St — Delinquent Water $2572.35, Water off Aug 2008, $1475.16
Delinquent 2012 City, County and School Taxes, Electric on, Gas on, Trades: no



response, Codes: New owner 5-1-2013, 3 No Show inspections, NOV damaged
sidewalk, Citation March 2013, 7 unpaid QoL, 1 work order, 3 No Show fees total
owed by new owner $800

* 1400 Hampden Blvd - Delinquent Water $1338.40; Water off Jan 2013, Delinquent
taxes N/A, Electric off, Gas N/A, Trades: no response, Codes: 7 unpaid QoL trash,
weeds, trash receptacles, 2 unpaid work orders trash, weeds and secure
property, registered vacant for sale, total owed $1424.32

Ms. Butler again inquired if the property owners were present and no one responded.

Public Comment
Ms. Butler opened the floor for public comment. No one stepped forward.

BPRC Vote

Mr. Luckey moved, seconded by Mr. Urena, to approve the determination of the
Consent Agenda properties as blighted properties. The motion was approved
unanimously.

Mr. Urena moved, seconded by Mr. Luckey, to adjourn the meeting.

Respectfully submitted by Linda A. Kelleher CMC, City Clerk



