BLIGHTED PROPERTY REVIEW
COMMITTEE

I1.
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IV.

THURSDAY, JANUARY 21, 2010
CITY COUNCIL OFFICE
6:00 p.m.

AGENDA

Call to Order

Public Comment

Approval of the Agenda & December Minutes (attached)

Update on Target Properties

2009 Certification List — update on eminent domain process

1. 317 Schuylkill Avenue - progress report

157 Walnut Street — progress report

210 North Front Street - progress report

228 North 2nd Street — progress report

127 North 2nd Street - progress report

6. 153 Walnut Street — under appeal to Building & Fire Appeals Bd

AR

Certification Affirmed by PC and Council — update from Planning
Commission

1.

AN

212 South 8th Street (Penn Optical Bldg) - owned by 212 South Eighth Street
Ltd, Isaac Teitelbaum, President, Brooklyn NY

118 West Elm Street (Steven Roberson)

343 McKnight Street (Buy We Will, LLC)

360 McKnight Street (Sheila Perez)

127 Walnut Street (Sandra 1. Greer)

628 North Front Street (Franklin Heredia)



7. 328 Pear Street (Stephen Pettiway)
8. 317 Schuylkill Avenue (Napoleon Scott Stephany)

V. Follow Up List

1.

MO oD T

ooT e oo

Update from Mr. Franco on the rehabilitation of the following by the
December 29 Planning Commission meeting;:

210 North Front Street

157 North Front Street

228 North 2nd Street

153 Walnut Street

317 Schuylkill Avenue

Follow-up w/ Opportunity House on 104 and 124 North 4t Street —D.
Wright

Interior Inspections of 343 McKnight St., 153 Walnut St. and 530 Penn
St. - S. Franco and Codes

Follow-up on 114 and 116 North 3rd Street w/ OCR - Mr. Mayes and Mr.
Wright

Disposition of 620 North Front Street — Ms. Mayfield and Mr. Franco
Add the following properties to the 2010 Target List

200 North Front Street

235 North 3rd Street

257 North 3rd Street

VI. 2010 Target List

Target Area Properties

. 243 North 4™ St. owned by Lobos Four LLC aka Ben Epstein 134 N

6th St Reading Pa 19601 & 145s E 15t Brooklyn Ny 11230 Listed in
the GVC Book

104 North 4th Street owned by Three Brothers Corp (no corporate
info available) 4614 5th Ave # 3fl Brooklyn NY 11220 - Listed in
the GVC Book

124 North 4th Street, owner Opportunity House Listed in the GVC
Book

207 North 4th Street, Vic Properties aka Victoria Hernandes 179
Huron St Apt 1R Brooklyn NY 11222 - Also Lists 824 Franklin St,
Rdg Listed in the GVC Book



5. 300 North 4™ Street owned By Yanio Garcia 2228 Raymond Ave
Reading Pa 19605 Listed in the GVC Book

6. 302 N 4" Street Mireya Pagan 760 E 166th St Apt 5H Bronx NY
10456 Listed in the GVC Book

7. 304 N 4" Street owned By Yanio Garcia 2228 Raymond Ave
Reading Pa 19605 Listed in the GVC Book

8. 306 North 4th Street owned By Yanio Garcia 2228 Raymond Ave
Reading Pa 19605 Listed in the GVC Book

9. 200 North 4™ (Aldine Mansion) owned by Diversified Investment
Properties aka Gary Wegman 1900 Holly Rd, Reading 19602 Listed
in the GVC Book

10. 227 N Front Street - Wendy Rosado, 1546 Perkiomen Ave
Reading PA 19602

11. 217 North 2nd Street owned by Ventura Octavio R Lopez 514 W
211th St Apt 2A New York NY 10034 Listed in the GVC Book

12. 363 North 2nd Street - owned by Matrin Jermaine 622 Pine
Street owner reports that interior work progressing, no change to
exterior, interior inspection needed Listed in the GVC Book

13. 200 North Front Street - owned by Our City Reading, 2561
Bernville Rd Reading PA 19605 purchased Dec 2008

14. 235 North 3rd Street - owned by Miguel Martinez405 South
7" Street Listed in the GVC Book
15. 257 North 3rd Street owned by Mr. and Mrs. McCrea Boykins

628 Spruce Street Listed in the GVC Book

Individual Target Properties

1. 530-532 Penn St owned by Phyllis Knoblauch 619 Walnut St

2. 112 S. 6" owned by Brazzle Angela L 2206 Upper Gap Rd
Coatesville PA 19320

3. 123 S 6™ owned by Antoine Ketty 1743 Reading Blvd Wyomissing
PA 19610

4. 125 South 6™ Street owned by Esther and Gary Gebhard - 521 N
Funk Rd Boyertown PA 19512

5. 534 Walnut St owned by Hafner Daniel F 2730 NE 6th Lane Wilton
Manors Fl 33334

6. 158 West Green Street owned by Amin Farouk Ghorah 216 Holiday
Ln Blandon PA 19510 - Listed in the GVC Book

7. 506 N 12" - owned by DBC LLC Bruce Becker 1200 N 11" St -
Listed in the GVC Book

8. 1237 Buttonwood St owned by Harry Stouffer PO Box 70 Cressona
PA 17929 Listed in the GVC Book



VI.

9. 645 Locust owned by Michael Gregory 609 Madison Ave Reading
PA 19601 Listed in the GVC Book

10. 647 Locust owned by Michael Gregory 609 Madison Ave Reading
PA 19601 Listed in the GVC Book

11. 305 Locust Street — owned by Pagan Mireya 760 E 166th St Apt 5H
Bronx NY 10456 Listed in the GVC Book

12. 161 Clymer St (Clymer Apartments) owned by J & B Investments
aka lill and Robert Savory PO Box 553 Douglassville PA 19518

13. 476 Schuylkill Ave (Old Firehouse Bldg) owned by Will Gernert
100 Dewald Rd Reading PA 19606

14. 644 North Front Street owned by Barrera Walter 3020 Curtis Rd
Sinking Spring Pa 19608 Listed in the GVC Book

15. 525 Lancaster Ave owned by 525 Lancaster Partners LP aka
Andrew Hicks 150 E Pennsylvania Ave Downingtown Pa 19335
Listed in the GVC book

16. 922 Penn St - owned by Richard Camelio, PO Box 8108 Reading
Pa 19603

17. 924 Penn St - owned by 531 South 14th Street LLC, aka Angelo
Amendolia, 820 Nicolls St Reading PA 19604-06

18. 930 Penn St - owned by 531 South 14th Street LLC, aka Angelo
Amendolia, 820 Nicolls St Reading PA 19604-06

19. 932 Penn St - owned by 531 South 14th Street LLC, aka Angelo
Amendolia, 820 Nicolls St Reading PA 19604-06

20. 644 North Front Street — owned by Walter Barrera 3020 Curtis Rd
Sinking Spring 19608 renovations ceased, property vacant and not
maintained - new violation letter will be issued Listed in the GVC
Book

Committee Reports
1. Codes

2. Education

3. Research

4. Grants

VII. Other Matters

VIII. Adjourn



Blighted Property Review Committee
Thursday, December 17, 2009

Meeting Report

Committee Members Attending: L. Olsen, A. Grant, M. Wolfe, M. Candelario, W.
Bealer

Others Attending: L. Kelleher, J. Kromer

Mr. Olsen called the meeting to order at 6:10 p.m. He announced that a quorum was
present.

Public Comment
Mr. Olsen opened the floor for public comment. No one present expressed the desire to

speak.

Agenda and Minutes
Mr. Olsen asked the Committee to review the agenda for this meeting and the minutes
from the November meeting.

Ms. Wolfe moved, seconded by Mr. Candelario, to approve the agenda for this meeting
and the minutes from the November meeting.

Update on Properties Certified in September

Ms. Kelleher stated that approximately 1/2 of the properties certified by the Committee
at the September hearing was affirmed by the City Planning Commission and City
Council.

Mr. Bealer stated that the Planning Commission is unsure what reuse to assign to the
warehouse at 212 South 8th Street, as some uses may require rezoning. Ms. Kelleher
suggested that the Planning Commission approve the building with a variety of
possible uses such as residential, commercial, industrial, as rezoning could occur after a
potential developer is identified.

Mr. Bealer stated that he would add the affirmation of blight for 212 South 8th Street to



the Planning Commission's December agenda.

Mr. Bealer stated that the Planning Commission would like updates on the condition of
the following properties from Mr. Franco before determining if these residential
properties should be demolished or rehabilitated:

* 317 Schuylkill Avenue
= 210 North Front Street
= 157 North Front Street
= 228 North 2nd Street

= 153 Walnut Street

Mr. Bealer stated that the NHS is interested in buying 228 North 2nd Street, if Ms.
Garcia is unable to continue with the improvement of the property.

Mr. Grant inquired about the time lines accompanying the rehab agreements. Mr.
Olsen stated that the rehab timelines are determined by Mr. Franco.

2010 Target List

The Committee reviewed the pre-eminent strike letter drafted by Ms. Kelleher and Ms.
Mayfield. They noted their approval for the content of the letter. Mr. Olsen signed the
copies prepared. The Committee requested that the letters be mailed certified and first
class.

Ms. Kelleher read the e-mail sent by Mr. Mayes and Mr. Wright requesting that the
Committee focus on the Washington Street to EIm Street & North 2nd Street to
Schuylkill Avenue area and requesting that 301 Washington Street be added to the
target list.

Ms. Kelleher stated that she sent an initial response reminding Mr. Mayes and Mr.
Wright that the area they mentioned is already included in the Target Area. She said
that she explained the need to address properties in neighborhoods throughout the
target area and address individual blighted properties outside the target area. Mr.
Bealer said that he reviewed Ms. Kelleher's response and agreed with it.

The Committee began discussing the request to include 301 Washington Street into the
2010 Target List. Mr. Bealer and Mr. Grant noted that this property is not vacant and
therefore cannot be included on the 2010 Target List.



After some discussion, the Committee asked Ms. Kelleher to add the following
properties to the 2010 Target List

= 200 North Front Street
= 200 North 3rd Street
= 235 North 3rd Street
= 257 North 3rd Street

The Committee also discussed adding 114 and 116 North 3rd Street to the 2010 Target
List but noted that Our City Reading (OCR) had, at one point, expressed interest in the
property. They suggested that Mr. Mayes and Mr. Wright inquire about the desire of
OCR to obtain these properties

Ms. Kelleher was asked to convey the above information to Mr. Mayes and Mr. Wright.

The Committee next discussed the Buttonwood Gateway area, the wishes of the
Reading Redevelopment Authority and the reality of the situation.

Ms. Wolfe inquired about the disposition of 620 North Front Street and noted that the
new burned out warehouse located on McKnight Street is directly behind 620 North
Front Street. Ms. Kelleher stated that the warehouse is slated for demolition. She
reported about her brief conversation with Ms. Mayfield and Mr. Franco about the
future of this parcel. Ms. Kelleher was asked to inquire about the disposition of 620
North Front Street.

Committee Reports

Education
Mr. Olsen welcomed Mr. Kromer, who gave an update on the potential brochure about
the Reading Blighted Property Review process.

Mr. Kromer distributed a sample used by Allentown. He stated that he is currently
seeking funding for the brochure. He also reported on a recent conversation he had
with the City of Philadelphia Department of Inspections about the Blighted Property
Review process used in Reading and Allentown. He noted that Philadelphia does
currently use this approach.

Mr. Olsen stated that John Fidler from the Reading Eagle called to interview him about
the Blighted Property Review Committee and their success. He reported that a column
is going to appear in an upcoming Reading Eagle.



Mr. Kromer also reported on new legislation in Michigan that allows land banking by
cities in Michigan. He stated that the legislation makes the properties eligible as
Brownfield properties. Bonds are used to clear debt on the property. A development
plan (demolition, rehabilitation or redevelopment) is issued for each property. He
noted the need to get this same legislation active in Pennsylvania.

No other business was brought before the Committee.

Mr. Candelario moved, seconded by Ms. Grant to adjourn the BPRC meeting.

Respectfully submitted by Linda A. Kelleher CMC, City Clerk

Follow Up List
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Update from Mr. Franco on the rehabilitation of the following by the
December 29 Planning Commission meeting;:

210 North Front Street

157 North Front Street

228 North 2nd Street

153 Walnut Street

317 Schuylkill Avenue

Follow-up w/ Opportunity House on 104 and 124 North 4t Street — D.
Wright

Interior Inspections of 343 McKnight St., 153 Walnut St. and 530 Penn
St. - S. Franco and Codes

Follow-up on 114 and 116 North 3rd Street w/ OCR - Mr. Mayes and Mr.
Wright

Disposition of 620 North Front Street — Ms. Mayfield and Mr. Franco
Add the following properties to the 2010 Target List

200 North Front Street

200 North 3rd Street

235 North 3rd Street

257 North 3rd Street



