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IN RE:  APPEAL OF ARROWS CHRISTIAN 

ACADEMY RELATIVE TO A PROPERTY 

LOCATED AT 211 W. GREENWICH 

STREET, CITY OF READING, BERKS 

COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA  

 

: 

: 

: 

: 

: 

: 

: 

: 

BEFORE THE ZONING HEARING 

BOARD OF THE CITY OF READING, 

PENNSYLVANIA 

 

APPEAL NO. 2022-16 

 

VARIANCE, INTERPRETATION 

AND/OR SPECIAL EXCEPTION 

 

 

DECISION OF THE ZONING HEARING  

BOARD OF THE CITY OF READING 

AND NOW, this 11th day of May, 2022, a hearing having been held on April 13, 2022, upon the 

application of Arrows Christian Academy, notice of such hearing having been first sent and advertised in 

accordance with the provisions of the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code and the City of 

Reading Zoning Ordinance, as amended, the Zoning Hearing Board of the City of Reading (hereinafter 

referred to as the “Zoning Board”) renders the following decision: 

 FINDINGS OF FACT 

The Zoning Board finds the following facts: 

1. Applicant is Arrows Christian Academy with a principal address of 211 W. Greenwich 

Street, City of Reading, Berks County, Pennsylvania 19601 (hereinafter referred to as the “Applicant”). 

2. Applicant is the fee simple owner of the property located at 211 W. Greenwich Street, 

City of Reading, Berks County, Pennsylvania 19601 (hereinafter referred to as the “Subject Property”).  

3. The Subject Property is located in the R-3 Residential Zoning District as that term and 

district is defined by the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Reading, as amended (hereinafter referred to as 

the “Zoning Ordinance”).  

4. Applicant was represented at the hearing by Mahlon Boyer, Esquire, of Bingaman Hess, 

2 Meridian Boulevard, Wyomissing, PA  19610. 

5. Applicant seeks a special exception to establish a private Christian school in an existing 

church located on the Subject Property. 
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6. Applicant seeks relief from Sections 600-804(B)(4)(m), 600-1603(I)(1) of the Zoning 

Ordinance and all associated variances, special exceptions and interpretations. 

7. Applicant purchased the Subject Property in December 2021 which consists of an 

existing church building and also purchased the property located at 613 Lincoln Street in the City of 

Reading, Berks County, Pennsylvania, which is an existing paved parking lot. 

8. The church building on the Subject Property is currently being used by two different 

churches for church use, with a possible third church use, on weekends and evenings. 

9. Applicant is not seeking to do anything to the parking lot or the church structure other 

than some cosmetic changes. 

10. The school will initially consist of approximately 20 students from city Mennonite 

churches, but it hopes to expand to 100 students. 

11. The school’s hours of operation would be Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 

p.m., prevailing time, with a nine-month school year. 

12. The school will have approximately eight staff members. 

13. The parking lot is located at 613 Lincoln Street and has 73 parking spaces. 

14. There are 10 parking spaces designated specifically for use by the church and school. 

15. There is an alleyway running from 613 Lincoln Street to the Subject Property which is 

the planned path for the students and employees to travel back and forth between the school and the 

parking lot. 

16. The parking lot at 613 Lincoln Street will be used for the pickup and drop-off for the 

children attending the school. 

17. The school will not have any night-time athletic activities. 

18. The Board finds the proposed use is in keeping with the spirit and intent of the Ordinance 

and will not be a detriment to the health, safety or welfare of the neighborhood. 

19. There were no objections to the requested relief. 
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DISCUSSION 

 Applicant seeks a special exception to establish a private Christian school in an existing church 

located on the Subject Property.  The Board finds the proposed relief will not be a detriment to the health, 

safety and welfare of the neighborhood of the zoning district in general.  

 CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

1. Applicant is Arrows Christian Academy. 

2. The Subject Property is located at 211 W. Greenwich Street, City of Reading, Berks 

County, Pennsylvania 19601. 

3. The Subject Property is located in the R-3 Residential Zoning District. 

4. Applicant seeks a special exception to establish a private Christian school in an existing 

church located on the Subject Property under Sections 600-804(B)(4)(m), 600-1603(I)(1) of the Zoning 

Ordinance and all associated variances, special exceptions and interpretations. 

5. The Zoning Board is permitted to grant applications for variances and/or special 

exceptions and to interpret the Zoning Ordinance. 

6. After reviewing the Applicant’s request in detail, the Zoning Hearing Board enters the 

following Decision: 

a. Applicant is granted the requested special exception. 

b. When the student count reaches 50, Applicant, if required by the City, must go 

through land development to review and resolve any impacts. 

c. Applicant shall attend a One Stop meeting with the building and fire inspectors to 

ensure compliance with all applicable Building and Fire Code requirements. 

d. Applicant shall apply for all required building, trades and fire permits and submit 

to all inspections deemed necessary. 

e. Applicant shall provide signage information according to Sections 600-1703(F) 

and 600-1712(A) for approval by the Zoning Administrator. 
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f. Applicant shall comply with all relevant building and occupancy codes and 

ordinances as well as the plans and testimony submitted before the Zoning Board. 

g. Applicant may not use, expand, alter or otherwise use the Subject Property 

inconsistently with the contents of this Decision without making application requesting further relief from 

the Zoning Board. 

h. Failure to comply with any of these above-referenced conditions shall mean the 

immediate revocation of the relief granted herein. 

The decision of this Board is by a vote of     4    to     0   . 

 

 

 

ZONING HEARING BOARD OF THE CITY 

OF READING  

  

 /s/ Philip Rabena 

 PHILIP RABENA, CHAIRMAN 

  

 /s/ Thomas Fox 

 THOMAS FOX 

  

 /s/ Jeffrey Gattone 

 JEFFREY GATTONE 

  

 /s/ William Harst 

 WILLIAM HARST 
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