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Environmental Advisory Council 
Tuesday, November 22, 2022 

Virtually 
 

EAC members present – B. Vitale, S. Bach, C. Curran-Myers 
 
Others present – S. Smith, S. Bachman, B. Ayers-Fisher, M. Goodman-Hinnershitz, 
J. Cole 
 
CALL TO ORDER  
Ms. Curran-Myers called the meeting to order at 12:01 pm.  She noted that a 
quorum was not present.   
 
All those present introduced themselves. 
 
Ms. Sellers connected to the meeting at this time. (Note: a quorum is now present.) 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
None. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Motion was made by Ms. Sellers, seconded by Ms. Bach, to approve the October 
25, 2022 meeting summary as written.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
UPCOMING MEETINGS AND EVENTS 
Ms. Ayers-Fisher announced the following upcoming events: 

• Christmas Tree Lighting on Tuesday, November 22.  She stated that Public 
Works has just received a button maker and she has an ornament craft 
activity planned. 

• The Earth Day Planning Committee and the Camel Project are hosting a 
gala at the Goggleworks on December 6. 

• A clean-up on Mt. Penn is planned for December 3 at 10 am.  Those 
interested in assisting should meet at the corner of Oak Lane and Richmond 
St. 

• January 13 will be a recognition event for the first cohort of the Climate 
Corps 

 
Mr. Thompson connected to the meeting at this time. 
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STAFF UPDATES 
Mr. Bachman reported that the rain garden project on Old Wyomissing Blvd is 
moving forward.  Ms. Ayers-Fisher added that the RFP for the required 
engineering is scheduled to be released at the end of January 2023.  She stated that 
FEMA funding is available for this project. 
 
Mr. Bachman stated that the temporary sanitary sewer connection at 6th & 
Buttonwood Streets has been removed.  He stated that new piping is being 
installed. 
 
Ms. Curran-Myers stated that rain garden installations have been a priority project 
for the Green Infrastructure Subcommittee.  She stated that this garden 
landscaping will remediate the impervious surfaces in the area.  She stated that 
rain garden locations have been chosen and signage is being drafted to educate 
residents about how the rain gardens work.  She stated that this is the first location 
that is moving forward. 
 
Ms. Ayers-Fisher stated that she is currently on location at Bernhart’s Park.  She 
stated that no mow areas have been posted and many trees have been planted.  
She stated that native plants will be installed in the spring.  She stated that the 
areas with high lead levels have also been posted.  She noted her goal of planting 
100 trees and that this goal has almost been met.  She stated that there has been no 
cost for the trees that have been planted to date. 
 
Ms. Curran-Myers questioned if volunteers were needed to plant the trees.  Ms. 
Ayers-Fisher stated that volunteers are not needed at this time.  She stated that 
only professionals are planting the trees at Bernhart’s due to the condition of the 
former lakebed. 
 
Ms. Curran-Myers provided background about Bernhart’s including that it will be 
designated a Superfund site and that the Park has been partially remediated for 
lead contamination.  She stated that the former islands and the steep slopes have 
not been remediated but that there is now greater access to these areas after the 
lake has been de-watered.  She stated that additional lead clean-up is now needed.   
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz disconnected from the meeting at this time. 
 
Ms. Ayers-Fisher stated that the Act 2 database is moving forward.  She stated that 
she has provided the City boundaries to ERIS and that Bernhart’s Park has been 
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included.  She stated that the initial reports will be received by the end of 2022.  
She suggested that this information be posted on the City’s website and stated that 
the database will be searchable by address.  She stated that ERIS will also provide 
additional research for specific projects as needed.  She stated that this report does 
not replace the required phase 1 or phase 2 environmental studies and will be for 
staff information only. 
 
Ms. Curran-Myers stated that this information is needed as former industrial sites 
are redeveloped.  She stated that PA DEP allows properties to be cleaned to 
specific standards, as determined by their future use, and then releases the 
property owner from liability if the property condition does not worsen.  She 
stated that Reading is an old City and there were many industrial uses in the past.  
She stated that this report will assist with the zoning and land use processes and 
also address citizen concerns regarding toxic exposures.  She stated that this is 
great news and that the report will be a valuable new tool. 
 
Ms. Ayers-Fisher stated that Zoom trainings will be held after the report is 
received.  She stated that EAC members and Zoning and Planning staff will receive 
the training in January. 
 
Mr. Vitale questioned the cost of the reports.  Ms. Ayers-Fisher stated that the City 
has purchased the ASTM database report and the Physical Setting report at this 
time (total $1,050).  She stated that additional reports may be purchased as needed.  
She stated that the initial reports will include information dating back 60 years. 
 
Ms. Sellers explained that if land is contaminated, green infrastructure elements 
cannot be installed in the traditional way. 
 
Ms. Curran-Myers expressed the belief that this information will lead to better 
land use management. 
 
Ms. Ayers-Fisher requested time at the January meeting for Penn State Berks 
students to make a presentation on their work on the Climate Action Plan and the 
updated greenhouse gas inventory.   
 
Ms. Ayers-Fisher suggested that the EAC plan field trips to RAWA, the WWTP, 
and Bernhart’s Park.  Ms. Curran-Myers agreed and stated that site visits are 
always worthwhile. 
 
Mr. Beane connected to the meeting at this time. 
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Ms. Ayers-Fisher stated that Earth Day is scheduled for April 22 at City Park. 
 
Ms. Sellers stated that she has a new contact at the Philadelphia Water Department 
to contact about the signage. 
 
Ms. Ayers-Fisher stated that the WWTP energy audit is complete.  She stated that 
she plans to review the results with the EAC at their February meeting. 
 
Mr. Vitale questioned if the WWTP audit is part of Reading’s commitment to 100% 
renewable energy.  Ms. Curran-Myers stated that it is.  She stated that the WWTP 
is the City’s largest energy user. 
 
Mr. Vitale described the energy dimension to water consumption and waste water 
treatment. 
 
PLASTIC BAG BAN 
Mr. Beane stated that he has no update. 
 
Ms. Ayers-Fisher stated that Mr. Beane can remove this item from his to-do list.  
She stated that the City’s new Sustainability Educator has started outreach to the 
City’s bodega owners and has met with small grocers.  She stated that he would 
like to spearhead this project. 
 
SCHUYLKILL RIVER CONTAMINATION 
Ms. Curran-Myers provided background to those in attendance. 
 
Ms. Smith stated that she requested information about this issue from the 
physicians that serve on the Reading Board of Health.  She stated that the 
conditions needed for these types of bacteria are not present in the Schuylkill 
River.   
 
Ms. Ayers-Fisher agreed that the conditions are not conducive to these bacteria. 
 
Ms. Curran-Myers agreed.  She stated that she will draft a letter to Rev. Morrison. 
 
Ms. Sellers expressed the belief that creating scares is not necessary.  Ms. Curran-
Myers agreed. 
 



5 

Mr. Vitale stated that climate change may bring new risks to the Reading area.  Ms. 
Curran-Myers agreed and stated that the rise in temperature may change 
environmental conditions. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE 
Mr. Vitale stated that the intern job description has been finalized.  Ms. Ayers-
Fisher stated that she has shared the job description with her college contacts.  Ms. 
Smith stated that she has asked HR to share the job description as well.  She stated 
that it has also been added to the City’s website. 
 
Mr. Vitale noted the need for the Committee to review the applicants’ information 
and complete the interviews by December 15 in order to utilize 2022 funding. 
 
Ms. Bach stated that the book club review of “The Intersectional Environmentalist” 
was held in late October.  She stated that six people attended and there was great 
discussion.  She suggested that this partnership continue. 
 
Ms. Curran-Myers expressed the belief that this was a great effort to start the 
conversation.  She stated that the library would like to continue the effort into 2023.  
She suggested choosing a book that deals more directly with climate change in the 
future. 
 
Mr. Vitale stated that generally the book club reviews fiction.  He agreed that there 
was a great mix of people in attendance. 
 
Ms. Curran-Myers stated that she was unable to attend due to family 
responsibilities.   
 
Ms. Bach stated that there was conversation about food availability and food 
insecurity in Reading.  She stated that there was also discussion about being vegan 
and vegetarian.  She expressed the belief that this would be an interesting topic in 
the future. 
 
Ms. Curran-Myers agreed and noted the EAC’s work with community gardens at 
the Goggleworks and Oakbrook. 
 
Mr. Vitale stated that there are consumption choices.  He stated that a high 
percentage of African-Americans are vegans in the US and that there is a high 
percentage of Mexican vegetarians. 
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Mr. Cole stated that black beans and rice is a complete protein.  He stated that 
many other cultures do not include meat in their natural diets. 
 
Mr. Vitale agreed and stated that white people feel they must teach others how to 
become vegan or vegetarian but that they are actually in the minority. 
 
Ms. Curran-Myers stated that films at the Goggleworks Theater are also being 
pursued. 
 
Ms. Sellers questioned the deadline to apply for the internship.  Ms. Curran-Myers 
stated that a response is required by December 5. 
 
BCTV 
Mr. Beane stated that programming is on hiatus.  He noted the need for a new 
coordinator and that pre-recorded programming is now required. 
 
Mr. Vitale expressed the belief that the new format works well.  He stated that his 
next Building Green program will focus on the Climate Conference. 
 
NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, January 24 at noon via Zoom. 
 
Ms. Sellers noted the need for a brief meeting for the EAC to approve the hiring of 
the new intern.  Ms. Smith stated that a special meeting can be scheduled and 
advertised. 
 
The group chose to meet on Tuesday, December 27 at noon via Zoom. 
 
There was a brief discussion about the EAC having an Instagram account.   
 
The meeting adjourned at 1:36 p.m.  
 

Respectfully submitted by 
Shelly Smith, CMC 

 Deputy City Clerk 
 


