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RESOLUTION NO. 7 L& -2025

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF READING, BERKS COUNTY FORMALLY
APPROVING AND ADOPTING THE CITY OF READING HOUSING AND BLIGHT

STRATEGY
WHEREAS, the city’s PY 2024 to 2028 Equity Plan outlines housing

goals including creating more units of accessible affordable housing and improving the

quality of housing in Reading; and

WHEREAS, the City has created an initial inventory of nearly 300 certified
blighted and other properties that are vacant, abandoned, tax delinquent and in serious need
of repair; and

WHEREAS, the City of Reading already has in place a number of programs to
improve housing, prevent and eliminate blight, and attract investment; and

WHEREAS, in 2019 a collaborative effort was initiated by the City of Reading to
prepare a Housing and Blight Strategy; and

WHEREAS,; the collaboration involved City of Reading Community Development
Department staff, Blighted Property Review Committee members, Pennsylvania
Department of Community and Economic Development, Berks County Tax Claim Bureau,
Housing Alliance of Pennsylvania, and Consultants of Branton Strategies LLC; and

WHEREAS, in conjunction with the City of Reading Community Development
Department staff, Blighted Property Review Committee members, Pennsylvania
Department of Community and Economic Development, Berks County Tax Claim Bureau,
Housing Alliance of Pennsylvania, and Consultants of Branton Strategies LLC the Reading
Housing and Blight Strategy was prepared; and

WHEREAS, the Reading Housing and Blight Strategy was developed in order to
provide strategies to prevent, remediate, redevelop, and revitalize blighted properties in the
City of Reading, is intended to build on the strengths of the City’s existing programs and
policies, and sets forth a preliminary implementation schedule; and

WHEREAS, in 2019 a final draft of the Reading Housing and Blight Strategy was
issued to the City of Reading for review and consideration; and

WHEREAS, since presentation of the final draft in 2019 of the Reading Housing

and Blight Strategy, the City of Reading has reviewed and evaluated the Plan and began




working in conjunction with the Reading Redevelopment Authority on a phased
implementation of the aforementioned Housing and Blight Strategy; and

WHEREAS, in 2021 Staff of the City of Reading Community Development
Department in conjunction with Hailstone Economics drafted and reviewed the City of
Reading Blight Remediation Strategy to implement the aforementioned Housing and
Blight Strategy; and

WHEREAS, the City of Reading Staff and Consultants of the Community
Development Department in conjunction with the City of Reading Planning Commission
have reviewed the vision, mission, goals and objectives contained within the Reading
Housing and Blight Strategy; and

WHEREAS, on July 23, 2019, Staftf and Consultants of the City of Reading
Community Development Department reviewed, presented and discussed the Reading
Housing and Blight Strategy to Council for the City of Reading; and

WHEREAS, on August 2, 2021, Staff and Consultants of the City of Reading
Community Development Department reviewed, presented and discussed the City of
Reading Blight Remediation Strategy to Council for the City of Reading; and

WHEREAS, an Executive Summary of the Reading Housing and Blight Strategy
was prepared and issued by the City of Reading Community Development Office; and

WHEREAS, the Executive Summary encapsulates the structure and efforts of the
Reading Housing and Blight Strategy and provides supporting recommendations for its
implementation; and

WHEREAS, Council for the City of Reading must formally adopt and approve the
entirety of the City of Reading Housing and Blight Strategy and the City of Reading Blight

Remediation Strategy for its implementation; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council for the City of
Reading formally approves and adopts the City of Reading Housing and Blight Strategy in
its entirety as summarized in the Executive Summary attached hereto as Exhibit “A™ and
formaily approves and adopts its accompanying implementation plan, the City of Reading
Blight Remediation Strategy, in its entirety as summarized in the Introduction attached
hereto as Exhibit “B”.

FURTHER RESOLVED, the foregoing is a true and accurate copy of a Resolution
of the Council of the City of Reading which was fully adopted at a meeting held on the

day of February 2025.




Adopted by Council on February _.f-}_,f(_, 2025

President of Council

Attest:
- fe /

I, L N S S

o Lity Clerk
I, Linda Kelleher, duly qualified Clerk of the City of Reading, Berks Count, PA, hereby
certify that the forgoing is a true and correct copy of a Rum1illl,:tmn_,-'nluly adopted by a
! |

majority vote of the City Council at a regular meeting held J/'J "-'.*"r.-"lcl," 5 (Date) and

said Resolution has been recorded in the Minutes of the City of Reading and remains in

effect as of this date.




Exccutive Surmmiary
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