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CHAPTERl.80 

CONSTRUCTION CODES 

PART 14-00 

lNTERNATIO 'AL FIRE CODE 

[Adopted 5-29-2012 by Ord. No. 60-2012; ameuded 11-13-2018 by Ord. No. 72-2018; 5-9-
2022 by Ord. No. 40-20221 

.§ 180-I 401. Acloption of the International Fire Code 

§ 180-1402. Stale Law and Regulations 

§180-1403. Provisions to be Continuation of Existing Regulations 

§180-1404. Pul.>Jicatioo 

§180-1405. Title 

§ 180-1406. Enforcemenl 

§180° 1407. Amendments 

PART 1400 

INTERNATIONAL FIRE CODE 

Section §180-1401 .Adoption of the lntemntiooal Fire Code is aOJencled by deleting and 

adding the following text: 

180-1401. Adoption of the lnrernaHooal .Fire Code. 

That a certain document, three copies of which are on file in the ol:6.ce of the City 

Clerk of City of Reading, being marked and de.~ignatcd as.the lnlemational Fire 

Code, 2021 edition, including Appendix Chapters (A, B, C, D, E, F, G, H, I, J, K, 

L M, N) (se~ 1.ntemational f'ir;; Code §IO l.l, 2021 edition), as pub11shed by the 

International Code Council is hereby adopted and incorporated herein by 

reference in and is hereby adopted as the City of Reading Fire Prevention <;:ode 

(CORFPC), in \he C01'.11ntonwealthof Pennsylv~niaregulating and goveming the 

safeguarding of life and property from fire and ~xplosion huzards arising from the 

storage, handling and use ◊f hazardous substances, matei:i.als and devices, and 

from CQnditions hazardous to life or property in the()cc11pancy ofbuildi11gs and 

premises as ltcrein provided; prov.iding for tbe·issuance of permits and CQIJection 

of fees therefore; and <>acb and alJ of the regulations, provisions, penalties, 



conditions and tcnns of said Fil'e Code 011 ·filein lhe office of the City of Reading 

are hereby referred to, adopted, and made a part hereof, as if fully set out lu this 

Pait, with tl1e additions, insertions, deletions and changes, if any, prescribed . .in 

§7-202 oftl1is Part. 

( Ord. 95-2006, 12111/20-06, §I; as amended by On/. 78-2009, 12/28/2009, §I) 

(3) Section §S-302 State Law and Regulations is changed to §7-202. 

§180-1402. State Law and Regul.ations. 

In all matters that al'e regulated by the law of tl1e Common.wealth of Pennsylvania 

or by rcgolatioos of departments or agencies of the Commonwealth promulgated 

by au.thority oflaw, such laws or regulations. or other ordinances oflhe City of 

Reading, Pennsylvania, as tl1e case may be, shall control ,vhere the requirements 

tllereof arc the same as or in e1tcess of fhe pro,,isions of tllis l'art. TI1is code shall 

control io all cases where the State requirem~ls, or the require1,1wnts of other 

ordiJiances of this City, are not as strict as those contained in this Pan. 

(Ord, 95-2004, 12111/2006, §4) 

l80-l403. Provisions to be Continuation of Existing Regulati.OlJS. 

That.nothing in Lb.is Part or in ~e Fire.Code hereby adopted shall be consm1cted 

to affect any suit or proc(AA!iog impending in any court, or any rights acquired, or 

liability incurred, or any cause or causes of action acquired or existing,_ under any 

act or ordinance as repealed by this Part; nor shall any just or legal right or 

remedy of any character be lost, .inipaired or affected by this Part. 

(Ord. 95-2006, 12111/2006, §4) 

I 80-1404. Publication. 

The City Cleek i:s hereby ordered and directed to cause this Part to be published as 

.required by al I applicable statutes, laws, regulations, charters and ordinances. 

(Ord. 95-2.006, 12/11/2006, §5) 

t80-.1405. Title. 

This Part shall be known as the "City of Reading Fire .Prevention Code." 



(Ord. 95-2006. 12/11/2006, §6) 

(4) Section 180-1406 Enforcement, Section Bis ame11ded by adding the followingsentence 

after the last ~entencc in Section B: 

I 80-1406. Enforcement. 

Office of Fire-Marshal: 

A. 1'hefire Prtvcntion Code shall be enforced by the City ofReading-Department 

of Fire and Rescue Service;;, Oflice of Fire Marshal. 

B. The person in charge of the Office of Fire Marshal shall be designated as the Fire 

Marshal and shall be appointedoy the Mayor of the City of Reading with ll1c 

approval and consent of the Council of the City of Reading, bi-annually. The !'ire 

Marshal shall also be known as the Fire Code Official and any use of the term 

Fire Code Official in this documeiit shall be synonymous with Fire Mru:shaJ. 

C- The Fire Chief shall reconuneud to ll1e Mayor and Council ll1e emplo)1nent of 

such assistants as are deemed appropriate tQ enforce the Fire Prevciuion Code. 

D. The Fire Marshal shall supervise his/her assistauJ.S and may detail such assistants 

to perform such functious as are app1·opria1e.or necessary for effective 

eoforcemcntofthe !'ire Prevention Code. 

E. TI,e Fire Chjef shall be the ex-otlicio in Ute absence of the Fire Marshal. 

F. No person sh al.I in any way obstmct or prevent or attempt to obstruct or prevent 

the :Fire Marshal or h.is/her designce in the discharge of his/her duties. Violatio)] 

of this provision shall be considered a summary.offense. Any person violating any 

of the provisions of this Section shall, upon convictio·o thereof, be sentenced to 

pay a fine·by ll1e dislrictjustice not to exceed $500 and be subjecttQ a term of 

imprisonment not-in excess O"f90 days if they fail to pay such fine. 

(Ord. 95-2006, 12/11n006, §7) 

i80-1407. Arnen.dmcnts to the International Fire Code. 

The luternarional Fire-Code 2021 Edi1lou is modified and amended io the 

following respects. and the following amendments, modifications a1\cl adclitions so 



made are hereby adopted l-0 U1e same intent and effect as if originally incorporated 

in lhar Code, 

A. Cbapter I, Section J0J.1, Title, is amended by deleting the words ''name of 

jurisdiction" I\Ud the brackets surrounding lhat phrase an.d by substituting i11pla:ce 

thereof the tvords "the Chy of Reading." 

B. Chapter l, Section 104 GfflcrnJ, is amended by adding the foUowing after the 

first paragraph and before Subsection 104.1.1 as follows: 

The Pirc Code O"fficial or in his/her absence. the ser1ior on-duty fire cbief officer 

shall order the following dangerous or hw1.ardous.co11ditions or materials to be 

removed or remedied in accordance wjth this code: 

l. Dangerous conditions which are liablc·to cause or contribute 10 the spread of 

fire in or on said prell)ises, building or structure or adjacent structures or to 

endanger the-occupants thereof. 

2. Conditions which would interfere with the efficieney·8lld use of 811Y fire 

protection. equipment. 

3. Obstmctions to or on fire escapes. stairs, passageways, doOJs or windows. 

which are Hable 10 .i.otecrere with the egress of occupants or the operation ofthe 

fire department in case of fire. 

4. Accumulations of dust or waste material in air conditioning or ventilating 

systems or grease in kitchen or other exhaust ducts. 

-S. Accumulations of grease on kitchen cooking equipment, or oil, grease or dirt 

upon, under or around any mechaokal equipment. 

6. Accumulations of rubbish, o/aste, pape(, boxes, shavings, or other combustible 

materials, or excessive storage of any combustible material. 

7. Hazardous conditions arising from defective or improperly used or installed 

electrical wiring, equipment or appliances. 

8. Hazardous conditions arising from defective or improperly used or installed 

equipment for haodUng or using combustible, explosive or otherwise hazardous 

materials. 

9. Dangerous or unlawful amounts of combu~tible, e,xplosive or ot!Jerwise 



haz.ardous materials. 

10. All equipment. marecials, processes or operations wbich are i.J1 violation of the 

provisions and intent of th.is code. 

C. Chapter 1, Section 104,3 Right of entry, insert.the following sentence after 1hc 

section 1itle and before the first seutence of Section I 04.3: 

The Fire Cod.e Official may iospect all.structures and premises for lhe purposes of 

ascenai.o.ing and causing to be corrected any conditions liable 10 cause fire, 

contribute to the spread of 6re, interfere w.it11 firefighting operations, endanger 

life, or auy violations of the provisions or. inteo.tofthis code. 

D. Chapter J, Subsection l04.8.21'eclutical assistance. Delete Subsection 104.8.2 

Technical assistance in its entirety and replace wiU1 Subsection 104.8.2 

Tccbnical assistance frorn the :International Fire Code, 2021 Bdition. 

104.8.2 Tcdu1ical assistance. To determine the acccptabiUty oftechnqlogies, 

.processes, products, focHities, materials and uses attending the design, operation 

or use of a building or premises·subjcct to inspection by tl1e.fire code official. the 

fire code official is authorized to require the Q>vner or agent to p.rovide, without 

charge to the jurisdiction, a technical opinion and. report. The opinion and report 

shall bevrepared by a qualified engineer, specialist, and laboralory•or fire safety 

specialty organization acceptable to the.fire code official and shall analyic the fire 

safety properties of the design, operation or use of the building or premises aud 

the facilities and appo11enaoces situated thereon. to recommend necessai:y 

changes. The fire code official is.authorized lo .require design submittals to be 

prepared by, and bear the stamp of, a registered design professional. 

E. Cl1aptcr l, Subsection l-04.8.2 Technical assist1u1ce. add Subsection L04.8.2.l 

after l04.8.2 to read: 

104.8.2.1 Qualifications for tecluiical opinion, report, or inspection 

acceptable to the Fire Code Official: Technical opinion, report. or iuspection 

shall include but not be limited to a minimum 15 years' experience in design, 

co11s.ultat-ion, review, iospection and special inspection of fire protection systems 

both typical and com1llex:, as well as building construction review and inspection. 

Qualifications shall include expertise, licensing, and certification in fire protection 



engineeting, electrical engineering, and mechanical engineeri11g, air balancing, 

and foe dynamics/modeling. Professional aff:ilin!ion wi1l1 peer accepted model 

organizations including but not limited to lbelutemational Code Cmmcil (LCC) 

and the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) and possession of requisite 

certifications. NFPA Technical Conunineerepresemation ancVor published and 

J·eferenced by ICC on mailers regarding codecompliancy, development, or 

enforcement. Documented and peer reviewed.subject matter expen. 

F. Chapter l. Subsection J.05.1.J Permits required. Delete Subsection 105. I. I in 

its entirety and s.ubstitutt wi!h the following Subsec1ion 105.1.1.: 

105.1.l Permits 1·equired. PeLmits required by tliis cqde shall be obtained from 

the Fire Code Official. Issued pc1mi.ts shall be kept on the premises designated 

therein at all times and $hall be readily available for inspection by tbe Fire Code 

Official. A fee for each permit sball be paid in accordance with the fee schedule 

as is set forth from time to time by Resolution of Council of !ht City of Reading, 

Pennsyt vania. 

G. Chapter l, Section I 07 Scbedttle o( ()ermil and inspC:ction foes. Delete Section 

107.2. in its entirety aud substitttte the following: 

107.2 Schedule ofpe1111it and inspection fees. Pennit fees assessable by the City 

for the administ(ation and enforcement of this Code shall be established by the 

governing body by resolution from time to time. The building owner, b11siness 

operator, tenauc, or contractor shall .be responsible for all fees. 

}L Chapter l, Subsection 107.2 lnspecttons, add Subsection 107.2.1 Notice after 

Sub.section I 07.Z.2 as follows: 

107.2.l Notice. Notices scheduling inspections shall be mailed via regular mail to 

the owner at the address of record. Owners receiving notices shaU notify tenants 

of the. inspeciion without delay. If the tenant C5bjects to the inspection, the tenant 

shall advise !he owner who shall so infomt the inspector. Nothing in !bis-section 

sh.all preclude inspection without notice. 

l. Cb.apter 1, Section 107 l11spections, add Subsection 107.2.2 Failure to appear 

for inspection after new Subsecti.on J 07 .2J as follows: 



]07.2.2. Fnihtrc to appear for inspection. Owi1er or their representatives who 

cannot be available at the proposed 1irne and date, sh.aJJ no less than 24 hours prior 

to 1he scheduled inspcClion provide the Office of Fire Marshaf\vritten nt)t_ice of 

their unavailability. Failure to appear or provide 24 written notice of 

unavailability will resuh in the assessm.ent of a failure t\l Appear or Reschedule 

fee as listed in the fee schedule adopted by Resoluti.oo of City Council. 

J. Chapter 1,Sectiou 110.2, add S11bsec1io11110.2.1. Re,~po11slble (ocalparty. 

110.2. l All b1uldi11gs shall fwve" respo11$ihle Joct1l rcprese11tative within JO 

miles of the City of Reading. 

K. Chnptci· l, Section 111, .Board of ;\ppeals. is deleted in its entirely and amended 

by substituting the fol.lowing: 

1,. Cb apter 1, 111.1. Appeals. Appears before the City of Reading Building and Fire 

Code Board ofAp,reals, J1enceforth known as the Board, shall be governed by 1he 

provisions of !his Code and all related amendments and by lhe rules of procedure. 

M. Chapter 1, J JI.I. I. Backgi·o1md knowledge. The Board shall become iamiliai: 

with all other ordinances under which. it may be expcc1ed to act as well as 

applicable Siatc stah,tes such a~ I.he Suoshure Law, o5 Pa.C.S. §701 eL seq., and 

Local Agency Law, 2 Pa.C.S. § I OJ Cl seq. 

N. Chapter l, 111.1.2. Power to change to ordinances. Nothing herein shall be 

consu"Uc<l lo grant or give lo the Board !he-power 01· authorily to alter or change 

the building; tire preven1ion or other related ordinances, which autl1\lrity is 

reserved to lhe Govcmiug Body. 

0. Chapter L, Ul.l.3. Technical and legal services. Within the limits o,funds 

appropriated by the Governing Body, 1b.e Board may employ or contrac1 for 

secretaries, clerks, legal counsel, consultants,.and othor technical and clerical 

services. 

P. Chapter 1, 11 l. l.4. Legal couniel. The legal counsclto the Board sbaU be 

.consulted io cases where the po wees of the Board are not clearly defined a11d 

provide assistance nod cons\lltation at hearings and preparation of decisions. 



Q. Chaprer 11 111. LS Fees, cosrs and expenses. Fees es1ablisbed by resolution of 

Council for lhe Cil.y of Readil\& sl1all be charged for filing an appeal. Appcllanls 

shall also be responsible for all costs and expenses arising from the Ap_pcal which 

exceed in initial fee. 

R. Cbaptw l, l U.?. Chairman and members. The Board shall annually select one 

of its members to serve as Cbainnao, TI1e Chainnanshall pei:fonn all duties 

·required by law, ordinances and these rules; shall preside at all meclings of the 

Board; shall decide on all points or order and procedure, subject to these mies, 

unless directed otherwise by a majority of the Board. 

S. Chapter 1, 111.2.1. Secretary. A qualified clerk shall serve as secretary 10 ihe 

Board. The Secretary shall file a detlliled record of ail proceedings. 

T. Chapter 1, l.ll.2.2. Members. TI1e Board shall c-onsi.st ·ofseve.n membCl'S 

appointed by the Mayor arid confim1ed by the Council of the.City of Reading~ 

follows: one for 5 ycai:s. one for 4 years, one for 3 years, two for 2 years. and two 

fur 1 year. Thereafter, each new member shall serve for 5 years or until a 

successor ha:s been appointed. 

U, Chapter 1, 111.2.3. QuaUfications. Tbe Board-Shall oonsisL ofpcrso11s who are 

qualified by experier1ce and training to role on ma(W,:s perraining to the hazards of 

fire, explo$ions, hazardous condi.tio.us, or 6.re protecri,on systems, and are not 

employed by !he c;1y of Rt4ding. 

V. Chapter 1, ,111,2.4. Alternates. The Mayor shall appoint and the Coun.cil of'U1e 

City ofRea:diug shall confim1 two altemate members who shall be called by the 

Board Chainnan to hear appeals during tb.e absence or disqualification of a 

member. Alternate members shall possess the qua Ii lica:tions required for Board 

membership, and shall be appointed for 5 y11ars or until a successor ha:s been 

appointed. 

W. Chapter I, 111.3.Meeti:ngs, TheBoardsb.all meetopon..notice.fron:U.he 

Chairman, within 20 days of the filing ofan appeal, or at sfale<l periodic meetings. 



X. Chapter I, 111.3.l..Public notice. The Board shrill holdall meetings atsµecified 

times and places of which public notice shaJJ be given. 

(a) All hearings before lhe Board shall be open 10 the public. 

(b1 Public.notice of each meeting shall be given io a new~paper of ge,ieral 

circulation w.itlun the co.rnnmnity within 24 hours' notice prior to !he time of ihe 

bcariug iu nccordance wilb tl1e Penn&yl vania Sunshine Act, 65 

Pa.C.S. § 701 el seq. 

Y. Chapter l, 111.3.2. Quorum. The Board shall modify or reve~e the decision of 

the Fire Code Official by a concmriog vote of tlu·ee members. 

Z. Chapter 1, .Lil .3.3. 'Postponement. When five members are not present to beat 

an appeal, either tile appellant or the appellant's represenfal'ive sballbave lbe right 

to request a postpon.cmcnt of the hearing. 

AA. Cluipter l, 111.3.4. Conlinuan.cc. On its ,1wn moti6n, or on approval of 

requests by applicant, appellants or lhc.ir authorized agents, the Board may 

provide for later continuances of cases on which hearings have begun. Such 

continuances shall be peimilted 011ly for good cause, stated in the motion, and, 

unless time and place is stated, shall require new public notice, with fees paid for 

by applicants if continuances are at their request or result from their actions. A 

notice of the place, date and time of the continued hearing shall also be posted 

prQmincntly at the municipal otlice where the hearing will be continued. 

BB. Chapter I, JI t~3.S, Board's function. TI1e owner of a structure; the owner's 

agent; tetiants; adjoinfog property owners; their tenants; or any other person 

in.valved in the design, co11.~tmctioo, or maintenance. of the structure shall have the 

right to appeal lo the Board of Appeals fro111 a decision of tl1e Fire Code Official 

refusing to grant a modification of this code or oftbe application of the code. 

CC. Chaptc1· J, J 11.3.6. Jurisdiction. The Board shall have exclusive jurisdiction to 

bear and-render final adjudications based on a claim that the (rue intent of the Fire 

Prevention Code o,tbe rules legally adopted thereunder ha.ve bceo incorrectly 



inte1J1retecl, the provisi6ns of this code do not fully apply, 01· ai1 equivalent form of 

construction can be used. 

DD. Chapter 1, 111.3.6. Authority limited. Nothing herein sl1a\l be constnied to 

grant qr give to the )3oard tl1epowcr or authority to alter or change the Fi:re 

Prevention Code, or other related ordinances, which fiutbority is reserved to the 

Governing Body. 

EE.Cb.apter 1, 111.3.7. l.itltiating nctio11 before the board, Ali actio11 before the 

Board shall be initiated by a wriiten application wi(h fee submission for a J1earing, 

which shall be fi:led with the Fire Code Official within 20 days of the receipt of an 

order from tlie Fire Code Official. 

FF. Chapter 1. 111.3.8. liearing schedule. The Board ,viii conduct hearings and 

make decisions. In no instance will a heating be scheduled later than JO days from 

the date. of the applicant's request for a hearing, .unless the applicant has Bgfeed to 

an extension oftime in wriiing. 

GG. Chapter l, 1J l.3.9. Conduct of hearing. The hea,ing shall be condu.cled by the 

Board and gover:ned by Local Agency Lnw, 2 Pa.C.S. §IOI et s~. 

HH. Chapter 1, lll.4. Order of bearing 

(a) Rearing called to order. 

(b) Chainnan 's statcmelll of reason for bearing. 

(c) Chairman's statement of parties to hearing. 

(d) ldeoJ.ificati.onof oth_er parties who wish to be heard. 

(e) Outline of procedures to be followed during hearing. 

(t) Deteanination of standing. 

(g) Applicant's presentation oHheir case. 

(i) Objectors cross-exatnine applicant's wimesses. 

(ii) Board cross-examines applicant's witn~es. 

(g) Objector's prescotation oflheir case. 



(i) Applicants cross-examine objector's witnesses. 

(ii) Board cro~s-examines objector's witnesses. 

(h) Statement ofU1e Pirc Code Official. 

(i) Appl.icant's cross-examinntion. 

(ii)Objector's cro~s-cllJlmination. 

(iii)Board's cross-examination. 

(i) Other tcsiimony and evidence. 

(j) Rebuttal by applicant. 

(k) Rebuual by objectors. 

II. Chapter l, 1 H.4.1 Recoras. The Board shall keep a record of the proceedings. 

TI1e minutes ofU,e meeting and copies.of graphic or written material received in 

evidence shall be made available lo any _party at cost by the tourt reporter, in 

accordance with Local Agency Law and Right to Know Law, 65 P.S. §66.J et 

seci-

JJ. Chapter l, 111.4.2. Par~ies. The parties to the hearillg shall be the appellant, 

mw,icipality; any person affected by the application who has made a timely 

appearance of record hefore I.he Board, and any other person including civic or 

community organi:wtions pennitted to appear by lhe Board. All persons who wish 

to be considerc'<l J)artics shall enter appearances in writing on forms provided to 

the Board for t11a1 purpose. 

KK. Chapter I, I I 1.4.3. Represcntution,.All parries shall have the right to be 

represeoted by counsel and shall be afforded the opportunity to respond and 

pcesent evidence ~od argument, and ro cross•e!<atninc adverse witnesses on all 

relevant issues. 

(a) l'or purposes oftW.s subsection, the tenn '·counsel" shall be construed to mean 

a duly llcensed attomey permitted to practice before th.e Sup_reme Court of the 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 



(b) Any person other 1han a duly lic1msed attorney including, but not limited to, 

architects, engineers and developer;; shall p~ent a power of attorney or notarized 

letter executed by the pany stating that tl1e person so appea,ing before th.e Board 

is pennitted to do so. 

LL.Chapter l, 11 l.4.4. Witnesses. All witnesseS shall tes!ify under oati1. 

MM. Cb apter l, I ll.4.5. Evidence. The Board shallnol be bound by stricc ml~ of 

evidence. but it may exclude irrelevant, immaterial, incompetent, or unduly 

repetitious testiinony 01· evidence. The chairman shall rule on all questions 

relating to the admissibility of evidence, which.may·be overruled by a majority of 

the Board. 

NN. Chapter 1, 111.4.6 .. Communication. The Board shal I not communicate rurectly 

or indirectly, with any party or his/her representative in connection with any issue 

involved ·except upon notice and opportunity for all parties to participate, shall not 

take 1iotice of any communication, reports, staff memoranda, or 0th.er materials 

except advice from u,e Board's solicitor, m1less the parties are afforded an 

opportuoiry to contest the material so noticed and shall not inspect the site or its 

surroundings after the commencement of the h~-ari.ngs wltb aoy party or his/her 

representative unless all parties are given an opp6rtunity to be present 

00. Cbaptcrt, 111.4.7. Deci$lons. 

(a) The Boa,d shall render a written decision within 30 days after tile last hearing 

befo,e the Board in accord with Locnl Agency Law, 2 Pa.C.S. § I 01 et seq. 

(b) The .Board sball vote on all matters in public session at the meeting in which 

evidence is co1tcludecl. The Board may deliberate upon any maUer in executive 

session provided that any vote is rendered at a public session within the allotted 

30-day time Jirnit. 

(c) All matters shall be decided by roll call vote. 

(d) The Board shall modify or reverse the decfaion of the Fire Code Official by a 

concurring vote ofth:rce members. 
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Reading pl!r system, shall be submitted to the Department ofJlire al)d Rescue 

Services- Office of'Fire Marshal for review and approval for ea~h system 

desc1ibed herein for which an applicant seeks to obtain a Certificate of Fitness. 

1.15.3 .. Issuance. Upon approval, a Certificate of Fih1ess shall be issued and the 

~pplicanlplaced on a list of approved vendors within the City of Reading, PA 

authorizing [hem to·perfonn lh·c tyµe of wor)< categorized per the approved 

Certificate of Fitness. Certificates of Fitness shall be valid for one year, January I 

through December 31 of each calendar year. Ccni ficate holders must reapply each 

calc11dar year, and provide tbe fee as esrablisbed.by-City Council per system for 

which they seek approval and listing. Pe1·fonna11ce of work on a system desctibed 

below in the City ofReading, PA willtout a Certificate ofFiruess, shall cause the 

violator to be precluded from applying fo( a Certificate ofFitness for a peiiod of 

one (1) calendar year, and subject the violator to fines, double fee costs, citations. 

and additional costs as provided for herein. 

115.4. Certificate catego.-ies. 

CF- IO I Automatic fire ala□ns lnst,allation/service/i.nspection. 

CF• I 02 Sprinkler/standpipe lnstallation/servicdiuspection 

Cf-103 Emergency Responder Con:ummication Coverage Systems (E.RCCS) 

CF-104 A.l.tc:ruative Automatic Fire-fa,tinguishing Systems 

CP-106 Fire extinguishers lnstallatioo/service/i11spec.lion 

CF-I 07 Fireworks/pyrotechnics.OiSJ/lays/demonstrations 

CF-I 08 Blasting ot demolition operations 

CF-109 Other 

J 1S.5. Additional categories. The Fire Code Official may-require a certificate of 

fitness for certain processes which pose au unusual risk to the pubJ ic safety or in 

cases or as part of the code modification process. 

115.6. fees. Fee.• for Certificates of fitness shall befo accordance with lhe Fee 

Schedule as adopted by the City Council from time to time. 



115 .. 7. The Office of Fire MarsbJu mii.y revoke or suspend a Cer1ificate of Fitness 

for cause based an the inability to perfom1 work Qr subslandard work that do~ 

meet the intent of lh~ adopted codes. 

VV. Chapter 3, Section .30:t.z. Permits. Add the following sentence at the end of 

301.2. No person shall ignite, cal~~e to be ignited, and peonit to bo ignited or 

maintain any open bumingwithour first securing a pe1mit from tl\e Pire Code 

Official. 

WW. Chapter 3, SecL/011 315.3.2. Add s11bsectio11 .U5.3.2. l, 

315.3.2.1. Storage ofE-mohility devices om/ e1fuip111e111. '/11e St()roge aud/(Jr 

cltargiug of E-mohilily device or e1fuip111e111 i11 n11 exit or meons of egr~s.\ of a11y 

buildfog is prohibited. 

XX Chapter 3, Sec1io11 316,Atld Secti1111 316.7, 

316. 7. Truss Sig11age. Structures that use e11gineered trusses os b11ildi11g 

compouems m-e required to be lll(lrked wic!, si1;11age. The /ocatill11, layom a111I 

sign materials to be determine,/ by tlte-Pire Code Official. 

YY. Chapter 3, Section 3.l6, Add $ectio11 316.8, 

316.8. Pltotovo//llic system signage. Sm,c(ures tlwt lwvephotovoltaic systems 

im,wlled are required to he marked ,vitft sig11age. The location, layout and sign 

materialv tJJ be determined by tl,e Fire Code Of{icillf. 

lZ. Chapter 4, Section 403.1 f.3.3, Atltl Section 403.11.3.4, 

403.1 J.3.4. Crowti M111111geme11t Supervisor. A representative of the Office of 

Fire Marshal is·re1[11lred to he in altemla11ce wlte11 the official occ11po11t load is 

projeeted to reach or l!.Xceed 40% capacity. The Office of Fire leforslwf 

representative •~iflprovideg11itla11ce amf systematic surveilla11ce of the ve1111e to 

ensure any risks to the occupants ore mitigated. The Fir.e Code Official reserves 

the right w vet the 11eed for supervision based 011 a risk t,ssess,,1e11/ mu/ fire 

protection featw·e;,·. 

M.A. .. Chapre1· S, Seclio11 506. t, Where required, add the following·sentence at the 

end of Section 506.J as follows: The owner Qr, agent·of all new and e,cisting 

buildings in which fire protection systellts arc present which were or m·e roquiced 

by the City or Pennsylvania law, ordlnance, or order, shall provide rapid access 



Knox Box® key boxes. Knox Box® key swirches, Knox Box® pad looks, or 

other secured boxes as specified by the Pire Code Official, to oo installed in u 

Jocation(s) approved by the. Fire Code Official. 

BJJB. Cltap1er 5, Sectfon 510.3, Add subsectio,r 510.3.1 

Sl0.3.1. All 8111erge11cy Respomle,· C11111111w1it:11tlon Covemge Systems required 

hj• this code. or City of Readh,gCotlijied Onli1ra11ces are 1•eq11inul to be listed lJy 

n Nflfionally Recognized Testi11g Laboratory (NRTI.J. Tfte req11ireme11I goes 

imo effect one (1) yer,rfrom the effective d111e oi this ordina11ce. 

CCC. Cb apter 9, Section 901.1, Scope .. Delete Section 901.1 Scope in its entirety and 

substitute the following: 

901.l Scope. The provisions of this cliapter ~,hali apply to U1emainteonnce, 

inspection and testing of all fire protection systems. 

D'0D. Chapter 9, Scctio'n 90'1.2 Construction documents is amended by insetting the 

words "architectural drawings," between tho words "required" and "construction'' 

in tile fll'SI sentence. 

EBE. Chapter 9, Sectlou 901.4.1, Required fire protection ·systems. Delete the words 

lntemalio1111/ Building Code from the second line and substitute City of Reading 

Codified Ordinance or 0I/ter law, statute. reg11latio11S or mies. 

FFF. Chapter 9, Section 901.4.2, Nonrequired fire protection systems. Delete the 

words International Building Code from tbe second and last lioe of Section 

901.4.2 and substitute City of Reading Codified Ordinanc.es or other law, siarute, 

regulations or rules in both locations; add tlte following sentence after tile· last 

sentence: Nonrequired fire protection systems shall bep1aintained to function as 

originally installed. Tf a 11onJ"equircd system is 10 be reduced in function or 

discontinued. pdor approval shall be obtained by th.eFire Code Official. 

GGG. Cit a pier 9, Section 901. 6.3.1 is ltme11tle// by adding 90 J. 6.3.2. 

Co11tract01· audit records. Li.vtetl fi-te proteciion confl•ilcto1·s a/'e requiretl upon 

request to supply rmdit l'//C()l't/s of Nlltio11ally Recogni;,ed Testing Labor«ro1:v 

(NRTL) listed jil'e 11/arm systems. 



HHH;. Chapter 9, Section 903:2 Wbere required. Delete and substitute the following: 

Section 903.2 Whc1·e required. Approved automatic sprinl,lcr systems shall be 

installed as required by the Cily of Readi11g Codified Ordinances or other law. 

statute, regulaJions or rules. 

UI. Chapter 9, Section 903.2.2-., is amend~ by adding 903.2.2.t. Use Group "B" 

·easiness. Section 903.2.2.1., Use Group "B" Business. Throughout all buildings 

in use group nB" an automatic fire suppression system shall be provided as 

follows: 

I. When area exceeds l Q0,000 square feet; or 

rr. When the total combined area of all floors exceed I 00,000 square f"t1et; 

or 

l II. When the floor level of the highest story ,s located more than 30 feet 

(9144 mm) above the lowest level of fire department vehicle access. 

6EE. Chapter 9, Section 903.4, Sprinkler system supervision and alarms, is 

amended by addi□g the following after the last sentence of Section 903.4 and 

before the Exceptions: All new fire protection systems (manual or automatic fire 

detection system or suppression system) where requiced by the City ofReading, 

l'ennsyl vanii~ State law, ordinance or order sh al I bi: connected to an approved 

central station sei.vice system aocording to NPPA 72, (2019 edition), §26-3. Any 

exceptiollS sball be approved by the Fire Code Official. 

FFF. Chapter 9, Section 903.4.l, Monitoring, is amended by deleting Section 903.4. J 

and substituting .in place thereof: 

903.4.J Monitoring. Alarm. ~llp~isory and trouble signals shall be distinctly 

different and shall be atttomatfoally l1-ansmitted to an approved central st·atioo 

service system according to NFPA 72, (2019 edition), F6-3 any exceptions shall 

be approved by die Fire Code Official. 

GGG. Section 904-1.5, Monitoring, is amended by adding the language as listed 

below; 

904.3.5 Monitoring. All new and existing fire protection.systems (tna.nual or 

automatic fire detection system or suppression systeni) where required by the 

City ofRe.ad.iJ.1g, Pennsylvania, State law, ordinance or order shall be connected 



to an approved central station service system according to NF.PA 72, 20.19 

edition, §26-3. Any exceptions shall be approved by the Fil'e Code Official. 

HHH. Cbaptc,· 9, Section 905, add subsection 905.3 Required installations. Delete 

the first sentenc.e and substitute the following: Standpipe systems shall be 

lnstalled where requircd by I.he City of Reacli11g Codified Ordinances o.r otlter law, 

statute, l'egulalions or rules. 

rn. Chapter 9, Section 905, add subsection 905.13 is follo1vs: 

Section 905.13, Standpipe ·hose valve comicc.tions. At each .floor level on the 

stair tower side U1ere shall be connected lo each standpipe not more than 5 feet 

above the floor level, a 2½-inch hose counec!ion with Knox Box® locking caps, 

valves and threads confooniog to the City of Reading Fire Department standards 

and as specified l,)y the Fire Code Official. Deviations arc required to be approved 

in writing by U1e·Fire Code Official. 

JJJ. Chapter 9, Section 907.l General. Delete the words "iustallation" from the fiFSt 

sentence of the existir1g section aod insert !he following before the first sentence: 

Fire alann and detection systems shall be installed where required by the City of 

Reading City of Reading Cqdljied Ordinances or other la1<\ statute, reg,,/a1io11s 

or rules·and where required by the City ofl.leading, J>eru1sylv.ania, State law, 

ordinance or order shall be connected ro an approved central station service 

system according to NFPA 72, 2019 edition, §26-3. Any exceptions shall be 

approved by the Fire Code Ofi'icial. 

KKK. Cbnpte.r 9, Section 907.2, Wbercrtquircd, is amended by deleting the words 

"Section 907.2.23" and suhstiruring in place Section 907.2.26. This Section i~ 

an1endcd by adding an additional paragraph after tbe second paragraph and before 

the exceptions which reads as follows: 

Jn all builcLings provided with an approved automatic sp,iukler system, 

d,ere shall also he provided a complete manual fire alann system and an 

autoniatic detection system in all storage, mechanical areas and all means 

of egress in addition to the automatic detection-systems required in 

907.2.10.1 through and i11cl\1ding 907.2.25. 



LLL. Clrnpter 9, Section 907.2.9., Group R-2 Detection System$ is retitled to read as 

fol.lows: 

907.Z.9. Group l{-2 dctec.tion systems - ten or more dwelling Ullits. All 

automatic fire'C!c1ection system shaU be installed an(} maintaiueo in storage. 

mechanical areas and means of egress in all buildings of use &J'OUJ) R-2 of tenor 

more dwcUiug uuirs. 

MMM. Chapter 9, Section 907.2.9. Group R-2. Detection Systems is amcuded by 

adding 907.2.9.4., Gro11p (R-2). The following smoke alanns and/or fire 

deteccion systems shall be installed and maintained in exisiing.R-2 occupancies 

and where re<1uired by the City of Reading, Pennsylvania, State law, ordinance or 

order shall be connected to an approved central station service system according 

to NFJ>A 72, 2019 edilioi1, §26-3. Any exceptions shAII be approvaj by tbe fir,e 

and building official. 

I. EXlSTINGJ-9 D\.VELLlNGl.lNITS 

a.Common Area. Smoke alam1s for all commoa areas, including ltall, 

eomdor&, ·stairways, cellars and basements of buildings, shall be directly 

hard wired to the buildings power supply and shall be ioterconnec1ed to 

caus~ the operation.or an activation of an -atann tha! shall be clearly audible 

in all ponions of the structure over background noise levels wi1h all 

i111CLvening doors closed which complies with.N.FP A 72. 

b.Single and Multiple Station Smoke Alar.ms Within Dwelling. Units. Single 

and multiple stalionsmoke nlanns shall be installed in existing group R-2 

occupancies regardless of occupant load in all Uie following locations: 

l. Outside every sleeping area in the vicinity of the b.edrooms. 

2. ln each room used for slcepingpurposes. 

3. In each story within the dwelling unit including basements and 

cellars. 

c.Interconncction. Where more than One sm.oke al.a:rrn is required. to be 

iastalled within an individual dwet I ing unit the .s.mo.ke Rlacms shall be 

interconnected in such a manner lhat the activation or one nlarm will 

activate all the a.lanns in the dwelling unit. The afam1 shall be clearly 



audible in all bedrooms over background noise levels with all intervening 

doors closed. 

cl.Power Source. Single-station imd multiple-srnlion alanns shall receive their 

primary power from the building "~ring and shall be equipped witb a battery 

backup. Smoke alanns shall emit a signal when the batteries are low. 

e. Wiring shall be pe1mancnt and without a (lisconnecting switch other than as 

.required for over-current prot~'Ction. 

2. EXISTING l 0 TO 21 D\VELLING UNITS 

a. Common Areas. A complete automatic and manual fire alam1 system 

including-notification appliances is required in all common areas as 

detennined by the Fii:e Code Official. 

b.Single and Multiple Stalion Smoke Alanns Within Dwelling Units. Single 

and mulliplc-smtion smoke alanns shall be_ installed in existing group R-2 

occupancies rcgarcUess of occupam load in all the following locations: 

1. Outside evecyslceping area in tbe vici11ity of(he bedrooms. 

2. Tu each room used for sleeping purposes. 

3. Tn each story within the dwelling unit including basements and 

cellars. 

d.Jmerconnection. Where more than one smoke· a Imm is required lo be 

installed. witl1in an individual dwelling unit the smoke alanns shall be 

interconnected in s11cb a manner 1ha1 the activation of one alarm will 

activate all the alanns in the dweiling unit. The alarm shall be cleady 

\!Udible in all bedrooms over backgro<U1d noise 1.evets wilh all imerven.i.ng 

doors .closed. 

e.l'ower Sourc,e. Single-station and multiple-station alarms-shall receive their 

primary power fr;om the building wiring and shall be equipped with a battery 

backup. Smoke alanns shall emit a signal when the batteries are low. Wiring 

shall be pennaneotand without a disconnecting switch other than as 

required for ovcr-cua:eht protection. 

3. EXISTTNG 22DWELLlNG UNITS OU MORE 

A complete automatic and manual f1re aiaOll system including notification 



appliances shall be installed throughout the entire s1111c1ure it1cluding 

dwellin_g units as.detennined by the. Fire Code Official. 

4. El(ISTlNG JlIGll-RISE BUll..DINGS 

111 buildings with a floor used for hwnan occupancy located rnore lhan 65 

feet (19812nun) above tbe lowest level of foe departmeoi access, a 

complete· a11lomaticlmaouaJ fire alarm system including.emergency voice 

alarm communications s11011 be installed throughout the entire slructure as 

determined by lhe Fire Code Official. 

Section 907.2.11, Single-Station a:nd Multiple-Station AlatlllS; 

applies only lo R-l, R-3, and R-4 use groups. (See amended 

§907.2.9.4 for Use Group R-2). 

N\'IN. Chapter 9, Section 907.10. Smoke Alarm JU1tintc11ance is amended by adding 

t11e following907.10.1. Single and multiple station smoke afarminspection 

and testing: 

I. All si11gle-and multiple-station smoke alaml devices shall be tested ii1 

accordance with the manufacturer's ins1ruction.s; not less than once a 

Jl\onlh for devices with the primary power supplied by the building 

electrical. service and not less than once a week for devices with the 

primary power supplied by a monitored batteiy. All 1esffng shall be 

conducted by the owner, except as provided for in this section. 

2. hi 1he case of tenant occupied properties, every owner shall, at the 

beginning of the leasehold of a one- and two-family dwelling, multifamily 

dwelling, or manufactured home. inspect and test eacll single- and 

multiple-~1ation smoke alarm device lo insure that ei!ch required device is 

present and in proper wocking order. 

3. In the case ofteJ\ant occupied properties, !he.owner mny require the 

occapanl to conduct the weekly/monthly testiJJg as.set forth in paragraph 



(I) above. The. owner must then provide the. occupant-with clear and 

concise written instmctions regardjng the weekly/mo11thJy testing and the 

occopanl must be able to perform such testi i1g, The owner must also 

demonsmue to the occupant the proper tcsting_procedures at the 

begmn.ing of the leasehold. 

4. The occupant shall have the duty and responsibility to notify the owner of any 

de(ect(s). 

5. 1l1e owner shal I have the duty and responsniility ·of remedying a11y defect 

after·receiving notice ofthe defect. 

6. All single-and multiple-station smoke alarm devic!)S shall be kepL in 

proper working condition at all times and shall be replaced if they fail to 

respond to operability test or a period of ten years, or becoming 

defective/inoperable, whichever comes first. 

000. Ch;ipter9, Section 907.2.13, 8.igh Rise Buildings, is amended by adding the 

language as Uie fu:st sentence in the paragraph: "Buildings with a floor used for 

human occupancy located more than 65 feet (19812mm) above the lowest level of 

fire depa,tmcnt access". 

PPP. Chapter 9, Section 907.2.13.1, Automatic smoke detection 

Area smoke detection 907.2.JJ.1.1. is amended by deleting subsection 1 and 

replacing with the• following: 

I. In each s.torage, mechanical room/equipmenr, electrical, transformer, 

telephone equipment, elevator machine room, elevator lobbies or similar room 

and-stair tow~r, exits, el(il access corridors. 

QQQ. Chapter 9, Section 907 .2.13.2, Fire Department Communication system 

907.2.13.2 Fire department co11J.1Dunication system an<l amended by adding 

--mechanical rooms" on the ei.ghthJine b'etween the words fire pump room and 

areas of refuge. 

RRR. Chapter 9, Section 907.6.6. M:onitoring. is amended to read as follows: All new 

and existi.og_fire protection systems (lllilnual or automatic tire detection or 



suppression syste1ns) wl1ere required by the City ofReadins, Pennsylvania, State 

law, 01:dinance or order shall be connected to an approved central station service 

system according.to NFPA 72, (2019 edition), §26-3. 

SSS. Cbaprer 9, Section 907.6, Add Section 907.6.6.J.1. 

907.6.6.J,.J. lnbuilding medical alarm systems installed/modified after Ul/iadoption 

of this ordinance shall be monitored by an approved ~nlral station. 

TTT. Chapter 9, Add Section 907.2.14, Height ;md Ai-en as follows: 

907.2.24. Height and Area. lo all buildings four or more stories in height or more 

than 30 feet in height or 5.000 square feet or more in area shall have an automatic 

and manual fire alann/detectionsystem instaUed throughout the building1 

conforming lo Nl'_PA 12, (2019 edition), §26-3. 

OUU. Chapter 9, Add Section 907.2.25, Hazardous Areas as follows: 

907.2.25 Hazardous Areas. Smoke detectors shall be installed in the fol lowing 

hazardous areas, in addition to a .fire suppression system: trash 

rooms, pai11ting rooms, laundry co!J.ection rooms, furnace room, boJJe, 

room .. mcchanical/electrical rooms. and rooms of similar use as determined 

by the Fire Code Official_ 

VVV. Chapter 9, Add Section 907 .2:26, Sprinklered Buildings, as follows: 

907:2.26 Sprinklered building~. lo all buildings provided with approved 

automatic sprinkler systems. a complete manual fire alarm system and an 

automatic detection system shall be provided io al I means of egress and 

mecbanical rooms in addition to the automatic fire detection systems required in 

907.1. through and including 907.2.25. 

WWW. Chapter 9, Section 909.J. Delete the words /ntenwtional Building C.Vde on the 

U1ird and fourth line and substitnte·the words City of Reading Cndified 

Ordinances or otl,er law, s/tltute, regulations or rules. 

XXX. Chapter 9, Section 913.4, Vulve Supervision, is amended by deleting the entire 

Section and substituting ihe following: 

913.4 Valv.e:Supervi.sion. Where provided, lhe fire pumpsuction, discharge 

and bypass valves, and tl1e isolation valves on the backflow prevention device 



or.assembly shall be supervised by an approve.d cel)tntl station service system 

according to NFPA 72, (2019 editiOll), §26-3. 

YYY. Chapter 9, Section 914.l Geucral. Delete·U1e words l11iemational 1J111/ding 

Code from the third line and substitute the words City of Reading Codifieq 

Ordinances or orhe1· /aiv. sta/11/e, regu/(1[ions or rules. 

ZZZ. Chaptn 10, Se'ctiou 1032., is amended by adding subsection 

103.2.l.J Ovetcrowding. Overcrowding. admittance of any person beyond tl1e 

·approved or posted occupant load established by the City of Reading Building 

Code or other building code or City ordinaoce under which !he building was 

constmctcd, or obstmctirig aisles, 11assageways or any pa1i of the means of egress 

shall not be allowed. The Fife Code Oflfoial, upon fi.o.ding any condition that 

constitutes a life sarety hazard, sl1all be authorized ro cause the event to be 

stopped until such condition or obstruction is correotecl 

AAAA Chapter 55, 5504.3.1.1.3, is amended with lhe following language added after 

the first·sentence: Locations and limitations as determined by the l'ire Code 

Official. 

BBBB. Chapter 56, 5601.l.3, and amended by tlelctingException No.4. 

CCCC. Chapter 57, 5704.2.9.5. is amended to add the following: 

5704.2.9.S.3 A.bovegrouud tanl,s inside of buildings. Locations and limitation 

of aboveground tanks shal I be determined by the F'ire Code Official_ 

DDDD. Chapter 57, 5706.2.4.4, tb.e title amended, and replaced with lhe foUowiJ\g: 

5706.2.4.4 Locations where aboveground I.auks· arc prohibited, Locations and 

limitations of aboveground tanks shall be d<:t~nnined by Fire Code Official. 

EEEE. Chapter 61, Section 6104.2, Maximum capacity within cstahlis.bed limits, is 

amended by adding the following language on the fifth line ana iaserting the 

following: 

5 gaUons for residential and waler capacity of2,000 g-Jllons for commereiaJ_ 




