
ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY 
COUNCIL 

Tuesday, August 12, 2025 
12:00 p.m. 

3,d & Spruce Playground 

• EAC members: A. Sellers, B. Vitale. C. Curran-Myers, .o. Beane, S. Thompson, J. Cole 
• Council Representatives -C. Miller, R. Nunez 
• City Staff- B. Ayers-Fisher, M. Smith, B. Murray, R. Gensemer, s. Bachman, S. Harrity_, 0. Anspach, 

R. Bradley, I( Zeiber. S. Wangoto 

Public comment witlbe accepted In writing.through an email to michetle.smith@readlngpa.gov. Written 
public comment musrbe submitted by 11 :00 am on the day of the meeting. All comments received will be 
read into the record. Those wishing to make comment at the meeting must also register prior to 11 :00 am 
the day of the meeting by emailing or calling 610·655-6204. 

1. Openjng Matters 
• Call to Order 
• Welcome from Chair 
• Public Comment 
• Approval of Minutes -Apr\12-2, 2025 & June 24, 2025 

II. Upcoming Meetings, Events, and Staff Updates 

rn. Old Business 
• Beekeeping Zoning Amendment - Shelly Smith 
• Signage / Mapping Proposal. Funding• Cathy Curran-Myers, Bethany Ayers-Fisher 
• 2024 Annual Report to City Council - Shelly Smith 
• Use.of ebikes in Reading-Jim Cole 

rv. New Business 
• 

V. Project Updates (as needed) 
• Communications Commi\tee Update~ SIU Vftale 
• Policy Committee Updatl3- David Beane 



• Green Infrastructure Committee Update- Cathy Curran-Myers 
• Goggleworks Rain Barrel Workshop-Scott Bachman 
• Rain Garden Installations - Cathy Curran-Myers, Scott Bachman 
• GESA Proiect Update- Bethany.Ayers-Asher 
• EPA Exide Cleanup Update - David Beane, Bethany Ayers-Fisher 
• NREL Projec1 -Bethany Ayers-Fisher 
• Climate Resiliency and Sustainability Ptan - Bethany Ayers-Fisher 
• Urban Agriculture-Cathy Curran-Myers, Shelly Smith 
• Technical Assistance trom the Water Center at UPenn and the university ot Maryland 

Environme11tal Finance Center -Bethany Ayers-Fisher. 
• Invasive Plants/ Noxious Weeds Education- David Beane, Cathy Curran-Myer$ 
• MP3 Environmenta.1 committee -Cathy Curran-Myers • 
• Storm Water/ MS4 Issues-Scott Bachman, Bill Murray 
• Solid Waste I Recycling -Steve ftarnty 
• BCIV Program - Ryan Bradley 
• ·city-owned Dams - David Anspach, Scott Bachman 

VI. Other Matters 

VII. Long Tenn Projects (as needed) 
• Environmental Justice Issues• Cathy Curran-Myers 
• Code Review Committee - Bill Vitale 
• PFAs - Bill Murray 
• Zefo Waste Plan - Bethany Ayers-Fisher 
• Comprehens.ive Plan 
• Fluoride in Orfnkin~Weter -David Beane, Cathy Curran-Myers 

VO. Next Meeting-Tuesday, September23@Readlng Rising Park, 2~ & Franklin Sts 

IX- Adjourn 



Environmental Advisory Council 
Tuesday, April 22, 2025 

Virtually 

EAC members present - D. Beane, S. Thompson, C. Curran-Myers, A. Sel11;!rs 

Others present- S. Smith, B. Ayers-Fisher, S. Bachman, S. Harrity 

CALL TO ORDER 
Mr. Thompson called the meeting to order at 12:05 pm. He noted that a quorum 
was present. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
None 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Motion was made by Mr. Beane, seconded by Ms. Sellers, to approve the 
February 25, 2025 and March 25, 2025 meeting summaries as written. Motion 
carried unanimously. 

UPCOMING EVENTS AND STAFF UPDATES 
Ms. Ayers-Fisher provided the foUowing upcoming events: 

• April 23- Reading Conservation Corps and PA Outdoor Corps will be 
working at the Buttonwood Garden from 9-11 am 

• AprJJ 25-Green Bailding Alliance (GBA) Energy Efficiency 101 at 
Alvernia Upland Center for municipalities, school districts, buslncsses, 
and nonprofitorganizations 

• April 26- Great American Oeanup and Earth Day 

Ms. Ayers-Fisher stated that 500 people have signed up fur the Great American 
Cleanup. The Great American CleantJp begins at 8 am and supplies wm be 
picked up across from the tennis/ basketball courts. Set up for Earth Day begins 
atl0 arn. The tree plantini a red oak, anct proclamation will be held at 11:30 am 
.and the event iS noon -6 p1n rain or shine. 

• South American Grandmothers Day -Saturday, Ma_y 10 from 10 am - 2 
pm at the Northeast Branch Reading Public Library- recyclli.,g theme 

• Chalkapaloo.z.a sponsored by )<eep Reading Beautiful and the C.amel 
Project - Saturday, May 10 from 10 am - 2· pm at Northeast Middle 



School 

M.t. Thompson staled that: the Recreation Commissi·on has announced that they 
will be holding Wacky Water Wednesdays again this summer. 1--te stated that 
these are fun events and the EAC's attendance i~ worthwhile. 

Ms. Curran-Myers agreed and encouraged all to attend. She stated that the 
events are. enjoyable and are a great opportunity to interact directly with the 
community. 

1\11s. Ayers-Fisher stated that a "Flip the Switch" celebration ·will be held at the 
May 12 City Council meeting a(ter the City Halrlighling project is complete. 

Ms. Smith reminded all about the Schuylkill Action Network bus tour on May 2. 
She encouraged all to register to attend. 

Ms. Ayers-Fisher stated that it will be a short tour and will highlight the City's 
stormwater infrastTuctw:e and how Reading is using green infrastructure to 
enhance its stor:mwater system. 

OLD BUSINESS 
• Beekeeping_ 

Ms.Smith stated that she has no upc!ate. 

• Signage / Mapping 
Ms. Carran-Myers stated that she has no update. 

Ms. Ayers-Fis.her stated that quotes have been ceceived and a local company has 
been chosen to provide the signage. She stated that the sign<1ge will not be 
in~talled in time for the Schuylkill Action Net\vork bus tour but that she will have 
samples available at that event. She stated that the signage is expected to be 
installed by the end ofthissum.me.r. 

Mr.11,ompson questioned where the signs would be installed. Ms. Ayers-Fisher 
stated tl1at she does not recall all of them but stated thaf Lhey will be installed at 
6'" & Amity Playground, Baer Park, and Angelica Park. Ms:Smith added that one 
will be installed at Mirnrno's. 

Ms. Curran-Myers stated that t11e signagc wilr have great graphics. 
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• 2024 Annual Report to City Council 
Ms. Smith .stated that she and Ms. Bach have drafted tlle report. She stated that 
she will circulate it for comment. (Nofe: the report is sclredu/ed to he presmted to Cit)/ 
Co1111cil this s11111mer.) 

Mr. Thontpson thanked Ms. Bach for her assistance. 

• Use of Ebikes 
No report. 

NEW BUSINESS 
None 

PROTECT UPDATES 
• <201nruunication Committee 

Mr. 1nompson stated that Ms. Lara 1s doing a great job. He stated that she is 
surveying attendees at events and g.etting good feedback. Be expressed the be.Lief 
that she is well w6rth the expense. He stated that she has .also produced several 
videoslor social media. 

Mr. TI1ompson noted Mr. Mitchell's wo.rk in elementary schools and Ms. Takacs's 
.work on the Sustainable Six documents. 

Ms. Ayers-Fisher stated that the Sustainable Six documents are in their finaf edits 
and that Ms. Lara will be attending Earth Day. 

Mr. Thompson stated that tJ,i$ committee meets every two weeks. 

• Policy Committee 
Mr. Beane stated -that the committee has received Mr. Kissinger's 
xecommendations on the Shade Tree amendment and will be meeting on May 16. 

• Green Infrastructure C_ommittee 
Ms. Curran-Myexs stated lha t she has no report 

·Ms. Smii:h·questioned if she should schedule a meeting on May 5. Ms. Curtan­
Myers stated that she shou id schedule the meeting. 
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• Goggleworks.Rain Garden Workshop 
Mr.Bachman stated that he has no up<late. 

• Rain Garden lnstallationi; 
Mr. Bachman stated that l,e wiUspeak with Mr. Anspac-h about these installations. 
He 11.oted that there are outfall issues near ·the Wyomissing Creek and near Berks 
Catholic stadium. He stated that a new employee has been hired wbid1 should 
allow him to focus more closely on storo1tvt1tet issues. 

Ms. Ayers-Fisher stated that the raio gardens and the pond at Gty Park will be 
monitored and maintained with the assistance of the CQ11S_er.vation Corps. She 
stated that additional native plants would be added. 

• GESA Energy Efficiency Project 
Ms. Ayers-Fisher stated that the lighting in City Hal Lis 85% completed and that 
exterior lighting is scheduled to begin next week. She stated that once Gty Halli~ 
completed, work will shift to the Pnbllc Works bullding and then to the 
fieldhouses. She slated that the HVAC project is currently being reviewed for 
pecmits and should begin in May. She stated thal the geotech for the solar 
canopies is completed and work at City Hall is expected to begin in Augi.ist. She 
stated that Gty Rallis expected to take 14 weeks to complete and Public Works is 
expected to take 16 weeks to complete. 

Ms. Smith questioned if cars would need to be parked elsewhe.n? duting the 
canopy con$truction. Ms. Ayers0 ;Fisher stated that they will need to be elsewhere. 

Ms. Ayers-Fisher stated that the Skyline Or solar lighting will be installed i.t1 
August after. the hill climb. She stated. that it has been fantastic working with 
Schneider Electric. 

• EPA Exide Cleanup Update 
Ms. Ayers-fisher stated that she has no update. 

Mr. Beane stated that assessment has begun. 

Ms. Curran-Myers noted the issues she, encountered on the EPA website. She 
stated that it has become·dilficult to find information. 

tv,fr. Beane stated thllf the assessment work was pre-paid due to federal funding 
concerns. _He stated. that Supe1-fund funding may not be decreased. 



Ms. Cm:ran-M,yers stated that this is good news but that working with the EPA 
website has become very ti.me consuming. 

• NREL Project 
Jvfa. Ayers-Fisher stated that she is meeting with tl:te team today to discuss a project 
to address cold weather modeling, similar to U1e project with warm weather 
mc;,dcling. She noted her hope that she will be working with the snme team. 

• Climate Resiliency and Sustainability Plan 
Ms. Ayers-Fisher stated Lhal lhe Communication Committee is updating the 
Sustainable Six language but that she has no other update. 

• Urban Agriculture 
Ms. Smith stated that the next meeting is next week. 

Ms. C~trran-Myers stated that many of the people involved in this group are al~o 
involved with Schuylkill Action Network. 

• Technical Assistance from the Water Center al UPenn and the Univecsity 
of Maryland Environmental Finance Center 

Ms. Ayers-Fisher stated that this refe.rs to the sto(y map, She stated that $he will 
be requesting anotherStm1mer intern to continue the work but that the base layer 
is complete. 

Mr. Thompson questioned if there would be one intern from each University. Ms. 
Ayers-Fisher stated that it will be one intern as the schools work together. 

• Invasive l'lants / Noxious Weeds Education 
Ms. Curran-Myers noted her hope of having a walk and a brochure. She stated 
that she noted her hope to hold the walk in Jun.e after the plants have bloomed. 

Mr. Thompson guestioned ii this would be a bus.tour. Ms. Curran-Myers stated 
that it would be a walk to show invasive species spread alo11g Oak Lane a't the 
preserve area. She stilted that it would be a 10-15 easy walk in the preserve. 

Ms. Sellers questioned if EAC funding could be used to rent a_machine to remove 
invasives. Ms. Cunan-Myers stated that a machine would not be enOL1gh. She 
noted the n¢ed to use goats. She suggested that six goats penned a·round the 
invasives will make progress. 
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Ms. Sellers stated that the gpats may also increas.e awareness. Ms. Ayers-Fisher 
stated that Berks Nature will be experimenting with go<1,ts on their properties this 
summer. 

Using the chat feature, Ms. S1nith reminded all about the pl'ohibition of farm 
animals in Reading. 

Mr. Thompson questioned how 101,g it would take six goats to remove the 
invasjves. Ms. Curran-1\1yers stated that this is unknown but that there would be 
a better idea about this after Berks Nature's experiment. 

Mr. Thompson stated that neighbors may uot appreciate the goats. Ms. Curran­
Myers stated that the neighbors caused the problem by spreading the invasives. 

Mr. -Seane stated that he manually dug out the invasives on his property that 
spread from ltis neighbor. ffa stated that it was 3 -4 years of hard work but that 
it is now payi.rig off. 

There was a brief conversation about how goats could hclp with education, what 
fhey may cost, signage to describe the project, and media co\!erage. 

• MP3 Environmental Committee 
Ms. Cur.ran-Myers stated that the d1air recently r.esigned but that cleanups 
continue. She stated that this is a small group but a group that works hard. 

• Storm· Water/ MS4 Issues 
Mr. Bachman stated that there have been many rain events and he has been 
fielding complaints. He stated that the hot/ c9ld temperal:).lre swings are causing 
sinkholes and heavy rains and winds have bi'ought down trees. 

M ~-Thompson noted the tree that came down near Berks Catholic. Mr.. Bachman 
stated that this tree would have been handled by Mr. Kissinger. He stated that he 
continues to dear debds from inlets to avoid flooding. 

Mr. Thompson noted his ap.p1·eciation of Mr. Bachman's work. 

Mr. Bachman stated that .he has also b~n addressing sanitary issues. He st~ted 
that the system gets ongoing cleaning. He noted the recent main break in the 200 
block ofN 3•1 St. 
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• Solid Waste/ Recycling 
Mr. Harrity s~ated that the DEP 902 grant fundiJJ.g was used to purchase a new leaf 
machine which. wilJ be received by the fall of 2025. He stated that the funding was 
al.so used to purchase 1,200 new recycling carts. I-le stated that 365.new carts have 
been delivered to those on the waiting list and 300 more wiJI be deHvered shortly .. 

Ms. Curran-M.yer.s stated that this is great ,,ews and noted.how easy the carts are 
to use. 

• BCTV Program 
Mr. Thompson questioned if M-r. Bradley is still producing p1,ogramming on the 
EAC's behalf. Mr. Harrity stated that he is but that he took a br.eak for several 
months. 

Mr. Thompson questioned •if Mr. Bradley would be attending Earth Day. Ms. 
Ayers-Fisher stated that he would attend after he completes the Great American 
Oeanup. 

• City-Owned Dams 
Ms. Ayers-Fisher stated that the work to deconstnicl the Bushong Dam is currently 
out for bid. She stated that work staging has begun and that bog turtles were 
found. She slated that this wilJ change the work plan but that deconstn1ction 
should begin shortly. 

Ms. Curran-Myers questioned if riparian repair was also part of this project. She 
noted the n1.>ed. for natural reconstruction and described the original plan for this 
area to connect it to other local parkarea,. 

Mr. Harrity disconnected frdm the mecli.ng at this time. 

Ms . .'\ye.rs-Fisher stated· that deco1'Slmction is phase one. She stated that she will 
request aJ1 update from Mr. Krall as he is the lead 011 the project. 

Ms. Curra.n,Myers slated that Mr. Lloyd from Berks Nature may be able to assist 
with funding possibilities for the riparian repairs. 
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OTJ-fER MATTERS 
• Berks (Qunty Community Foundation Community Forums 

Ms. Curran-Myers explained that Berks Alliance has dissolved burthatM.r. Myers 
is continuing the Coinmunity Forums al the Community Foundation. She stated 
that an upcoming forum will featl<re the Schneider Electric p.roject and will recruit 
businesses to participate in the Green Building AIJiance progr.im. She explained 
that the forums at~ held once. or twice per month and cover a wide ·variety of 
timely topics. 

• Single Use Plastics 
Mr. Thompson questio11ed if follow up had occurred from the meeting at 
Franklyn's. Ms. Ayers-Fisher stated that she is working with a professor from 
Pem, State on the single use plastics issue. She stated that she wiU be able to get 
back to her project$ after Earth Day. 

LONG TERM PROJECTS 
• Fluoride in Drinking Water 

M~. Curran-Myers stated that lbis is now a federal issue as the US Secretary of 
Health and Human Services is requesting states to remove auoride in drinking 
water. She stated that there may be judicial guidance on the issue and that US 
EPA ls revie"'ing new information, 

Mr. Thompson stated that this is similar to the Secretary's stance on vaccinations. 

Ms, Cutran-My¢rs stated that a recent study has concluded lhat fluoride, even 
slightly above acceptable levels, can reduce children's IQ by several points, 
especially in mal.e d1ildren. She stated that other studies have not shown this and 
the situation will need to be continually .monitored. 

NEXT MEETING 
The ne.xt meeting is sd1edulecl for Tuesday, May 27, 2025 at noon at 6" & Amity 
Playground. 

Mr. Thompson questioned if the meeting would be held at this location rain or 
shine. Ms. Smith stated that there is a pavilion. Ms. Ayers-Fisher stated that in 
the case of torrential rains, the meeting shottld be held via Zoom, 

The roeeting adjourned at I :05 p.m. 
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Respectfu Jly submitted by 
Shelly Smith, CMC 
Deputy City Oerk. 



Meeting Minutes 
City of Reading En.vironmental Advisory Council 

Tuesday,-Jun-e 24'\ 2025 

The regular monthly n1ce1ing of the City or l{.C11cling E.nvironmJ:ntal Advisory Co11ncil 
("EAC-lwas held for ihc 1ransac1ion of general business on Tuesday, June the 24"', 2025. 
vin-ually wa Zoom, The meeting was originally scheduled 10 be held 111 person at Ccmre 
l'a.ck. but due to 11te exrreme heal, and no one havi.os registered to 1m1vide public 
comment, the Chair decided to bold the meeting via Zoom instead. 

EAC members presenr: A. Sellet$; S. ·niompson; B. Vitale; C. Curran-Myers; .and n. 
Beane 

Otbcrs present: B. Ayers-Fisher; C. Miller: and S. Wangola 

C:111 To Order 

A quorum being present. th~ 111cc1ing was called to order al 12.05 ('.M. by Chair S. 
Thompson. 

Public Comment 

None 

Administr:tfivc Matter~ 

Minutes from Lhe EAC' s May 27th, 202S meeting were approved unanimously upon 
1i1otion of Mr. Beane. seconded by Ms. Curran-Myers. The agenda for the meeti.ng 
requests approval for minutes from Lhe EA C's April 22"°, 2025 meeting. Those minutes 
are believed 10 have been approved al the EAC's regularly scheduled May 2025 meeting. 

Upcoming Meetings, .Events and Staff Updaics 

Ms .. Ayl:rs-Fishcr provided ao updmc on IJie following: I. Wacky-Water Wednesdnys 
have stancd, and assistance wi1h table staffing would be appreciated: 2. Derks Nature's 
quarterly jnter-municipal meeting is scheduled for June the 25th, lhe topic being 
inva.~i,ies; 3, a Good 't-1edicir1e cveni at Riverview Park is scheduled for June the 28'"· 
with a cleanup 10 follow-stafling assistance at the Ci1y·s table would be appr1,·eia1ed a·1 the 
event: 4. pit,gress with Lhe Maypr's summer youth program helping_ 10 maintain the 
City's 21 parks was reponed; 5. u Comcast pub I ic service announcement on the City's 
electmnic recycling program is scheduled lo air during the week of June the 30'\ 6. City 
Hall's clo\1ble-hung window rcca:ulking and rehanging projec1 is commenc.ing; and 7. 
service upgrades lo Baer and f'cndora 'Parks an; ongoing. 



Mr. Wangolo provided an update on the City"s Vision Zero Plmt and on effons to update 
the City" s ord inane cs 10 address short tc,m rental iss(les. 

Old Business 

• Beekeeping/Zo11ing: ~fa Be:1ne provided an update On the status of the 
amendment. Awaiting Council approval. 

• Signage/Moppmg Proposal, Funding: Ms. Cumin-Myers prnvided no update. A 
Fall date is targeted for comple1io11 .. 

• 102-J 11,mual Repor.t 1r, CitJ• Ccrmcil: 111e EAC·.~ immediate past Chair is unable 
to deliver Uic Report, Mr. Thompson as the current Chair ,viii deliver the Rc_pott 
instead ,mc.e ~ date has been selected. 

• Use of £-Bikes: No update in tbe absence of Mr. Cole. 

New Businc,ss 

• None~ 

Project Uodatcs 

• Commwrica1io11s Cammi/lee Updt,te: Mr. Vitale repo11ed on the Committee·s 
ongoing work. 

• Poli9· Commi11ee Update: Mr. Beane reported on efforts to move along the 
amendment to the Slmdc Tree Ordinance. A follow-up meeting needs to be 
scheduled 10 review the lmest revisions by the City arborisL Mr. Beane also 
reported ,hat a proposed single use plastics ban will be taken up this Fnll in 
conjunction wil,h the next quarterly inter-municipal mecfing at Berks Natur~. at 
which single use plastics will be the topic of discussion. 

• Green l,!fhwmc1ure Co111111illl!e Update: Ms. Curran-Myers cep01ted on the 
Committee·s ongoing work. 

• G.uggleworks II.oil, 'Barrel Workshop: No report. 

• Rain GaJ'de11 fns/{/{/r,/lrms: Ms. Ayers:Fisher reported that a project is being 
planned for Lhe Fall. 

• GESil Project Update: M,s. Ayers-Fisher reported on progress. 

• USEPA Exide Cleom1p Update: Mr. Beane reported tl1n1 efforts to form a 
Community Advisory Group have stalk.d for apparent lack ofinrnrest. US EPA is 
redoubling its etTorrs to wo,k with l"'calmunicipal officials to gel the ,vord out 
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about effo,1s to fom1 a CAG and plans to schedule one last meeting to urum up 
public interest. 

• N/1.EL Pmjec/: No report. 

• Chmate Resilwn,,• and Sus1a111abilily Plan: No repo,~. 

• Urban Agric11/it1rt1: No rept)n. 

• Technical Assiswnce ji-0111 !he Wot er Cenler r1I l!Pen11 tmd !he Universily of 
Maryland £m,Jro11me111t1! Finance Cemer: No report. 

• Invasive Plm1ts/Noxio11s Weedi Educa//011: Ms. Currnn•Mycrs reported !hat she 
would like to schedule a comnrunity walking t0ur this Fall. 

• MP3 /!:11viro11111e11Ial C:ommiflee: No report. 

• S1or11111·aIer/MS./ ls,rues: No r~port. 

• Si,lid Waste/Recycli11g: Ni/ report. 

• BCTV PNJgram: No report. Quc~tion~ were raised all-Out whether our BCTV 
program is continuing. 

• Ci(v Owned Oams: Ms. Curran-Myers asked what is delaying effons to remuvc 
the Bushong D~m. Ms. Ayers-Fisher reported 1hn1 a turtle assessment is causing 
the dela}'. 

Long Term Projects 

• E1111iro11m(!11tal .!11.w,ce Issues: No. rep<5rt.. 

• Codi! Review Co111111illee; No report. 

• P FAs: No report. 

• Zwo Wasie f'lan: No rcpon. 

• <..:011iprehe11.~i,·e Plan: No report. 

• 'Flc>uride Irr Drinking Wl/Ier; No report. 

The meetiog was adjoun1ed at 1.32 P.11/1. upon motion of Ms. Curran-Myci"S and Mr. 
Vitale. 

3 



n,e nexl meeting of1he ll'AC will bo l1cld in person on Tuesday. Augu.~1 12th, al No911. at 
the J'" and S1,ruc.e Playground. 

Respectrully submined by David R. Beane. Acting Secretary 
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Environmental Advisory Council 

Comnnmication Committee 
Wednesday, July 16, 2025 

Virtually 

Those in attendance - S. Smith, B. Aye.rs-Fisher, W. Vitale, S. Thompson, C.. 
Curran-Myers 

.Mr. Vitale called themeetiug to order at 9:03 am. 

Ms. Aye.rs-Fisher stated that she has just returned from Pittsburgh after attending 
the US Water Alliance conference. She stated that she l1a$ found new resources 
for water stewardship. She stated that the conierence included a tour of Sawmill 
Run, a trib11tary to the Allegheny Rl~•er. She stated that there was a plan to 
impmve this tributary but that it· was not implemented and is now very 
pr6blematic. 

Ms. Ayers-Fisher stated that Pittsburgh has begun to implement Vision ZeJo and 
she was excited to see some of the projects in action. She stated that Pittsburgh's 
sti'eets are even nartower that\ Reading's streets and that Pittsburgh's bike Janes 
coru:iect their trails to the downtown area for commute.rs. She stated that it rnade 
her appreciate the work being done in Reading even more. 

2026 EAC Budget Request 

Ms. Ayers-fish.er stated that the EAC budget is a p.att of Public Works. Ms. Smith 
stated that. itis a separate budget area where she manages all of her boards. 

Mr. Vita.le questioned what was needed at this time. Ms, Smith stated that she 
needs to provide a .budget amount at this time and that th,e narrative can be 
finalized at the full EAC meeting on August 12. 

Mr. Vitale noted the need to include th.e 50% match for the Barrio FeUow in 2026. 
He stated that the fellow wiJJ be working 20 hours per week for one year. Ms. 
Ayers-Fisher stated that the cost in 2026 will be $22,000 and suggested that she and 
the EAC bLtdget $l2,000 each to cover this co~t. 

Mr. Vitale stated that he has spoken with Mr. Orozco, who is pleased that the 
city's sponsorship also helps pay toward the feil6w's healthcare costs. He stated 



that 1"~ would like to ren11w this c<:mtxacHor an additional year. He stated that Ms. 
Lara loves t.l1e work that she is doing and that she is learnii1g a lot about 
environmental issues. He stated that Ms. Lara is meeting all expectations and that 
this has becm a succ;essfu.l relationship. 

Mr. Vitale questioned Ms. Curran-Myers's suggestion of an i.nlern. Ms. Curran­
Myers stated tliat Ms. Smith shru·ed an article about a young person doing 
environmental work at the high school level. She stated that his work is. 
imprc·ssive and suggested that the BAC support his work 

Ms. Smith stated thaf it. was a Spotlight Berks article. 

Ms. Curran-Myers stated t.11at he is doing community outreach and suggested that 
the EAC may be able to pr6vide support. 

Ms. Ayers-Fisher sla.ted that she is iamiliac with the young man. She agreed that 
he is doing great wo1'k and stated fuat. he is·also part of What'S UP Berks. She 
stated that l'\lhat'S UP Berks Jrns received a grant from the Berks County 
Community Foundation. 

Mr. Vitale questioned the EAC's current spending. Ms. Smith stated fuat they 
have paid approxim•ate.ly $2,880 for the· Barrio Fellowship but there has been no 
other ~pending to date in 2025. She stated that the 2025 budget yea,· dos.es on 
December 31. 

Ms. Ctm·a11-Myers stated that the 2025 signage project is neady complete and that 
catego,:-y will be spent down. She stated fuat the narrative cru, be worked out.at a 
later time. 

Nfo. Aye.rs-Fisher stated that she hopes to have the signage project moving forward 
by the end of July. She stated that the project wiU cost a total of $15,000 and she is 
working to get three quotes as tequired by the City's purchasing policies. 

Mr. Thompson suggested budgeting for tabling give aways as marketing tools. 
Ms. Ayers-Fisher agreed. Ms. Curran-Myers noted the need for someone lo 
JJ1a11age the ordering. 

Ms. Aye,;s-Fisher suggested creating.table clisplays. Ms. Cui-ran-Jvfyers agreed and 
stated that the GESA projecl banners are easy to trar.isport and set up. She 
suggested using.that type o/ display. 



Mr. Thompson stated that bags are popular and suggested that the EAC have bags 
al tabling events. Ms. Curran-Myers agreed and suggested that the bags have a 
message about sustainability and climate action. 

Mr. Thompson expressed the belief that people like bags and they are a greaf way 
to start a conversation. He stated that the bags will also reduce people's reliance 
on single use plastic bags. r-..1s. Ayers-Fisher agreed and stated that the bags that 
she o.rders are very sturdy: 

Ms. Curran-Myers stated that the EAC logo should be on Ol\e side. 

Ms. Ayers-i;isher stated thatSOO bags would cost.$1.38 each and 1,000 would cost 
$1.35 each. 

Mr. Vjtale questioned the cQst of the wate.rb.ottles, Ms. Ayers-Fisher stated that 
they are approximately $2.00 each. 

Ms. Curran-Myers not-ed her support for EAC bags. She stated that bags are 
helpful to carry infonnational it.en.,s. 

Ms. Ayers-Fisher questioned i-f the EAC would like to budget for tree plantings. 
Mr. \/Hale expressed the belief that this-expense is a better fit in the Public Works 
budget. 

Ms. Curran-Myers stated Lhat she would also like the EAC .to hold or sponsor 
events at the greenhouse once construction is completed. She noted the need to 
cover the hospitality costs incurred for events held by Ms. Lara. 

Mr. Vitale s1,ggested that Ms. Lara design the bag. Ms. Curran-Myers suggested 
that Ms. Lara make suggestions of educational .information to include on the bag. 

Mr. 11,on, pson noted the need to produce additional member shirts. Ms. Ayers­
Fisher.agreed. He. also suggested ordering hats. 

Ms. Smith stated that a new member has been appointed to the EACand she will 
need a shirt as we.I I. 

Mr. Vitale questioned the City's budget process. M:s. Ayers-Fisher stated thal all 
line items begin at zero and all expenses rnus.t be justified. She stated that her 

3 



budget also supports other department budgets. She noted the need to also be 
flexlb.le and opportunity ready. She noted he.r hope to begin changing the 
management of public spaces. She stated that she will including matching funding 
in her budget for the fellow and for signage. 

liven ts 
Ms. Curran-Myers stated that she, Mr. TI1ompso11, anct Ms. Takacs attended Good 
Medicine and there was a very small turnout. She estimated that there were less 
than 100 people in attendance aJI day. 

Ms. Ayerfi-Fisher stated that she has S.Poken with the event organizer. She 
expressed the belief that turnout was lower due to the rain delay of the Juneteenth 
events which then octurred on the same day. She notred the need to increase public 
awareness. 

Ms. Curran-Myers suggested having posters in neighborhood stores h1 both 
English and Spanis)l. 

Mr. Thompson questioned if ads were placed on BCrv. Ms. Ayers-Fisher stated 
that they are. 

Mr. Thompson stated that peopkalways tell him they didn't know about an event. 
f-le noted the need to post information in a central location. Ms. Curran-Myecs 
stated that this is done but that people don't see theinfonnation. 

Mr. Vitale stated that other events are well attended and questioned how to 
improve attendance at this.event. 

Mr. Thompson stated that events in West Reading are always well attended. He 
suggested holding events on the same weekend annually. 1\!1s. Ayers-Fisher·stated 
that this is already dooe. 

Ms. Smith questioned how Good Medicine would translate into Spanish and 
expres,sed the belief that there may be confusion about what the event is. 

Ms. Curran-M:yers stated that there were more people in attendance at last year's 
event; She stated that attendance at Earth Day is growing. 

Mr. Thompson suggested that the low attendance may also be.due to weather 
issues that day. 



Ms. Ayers-.Fish~r not<!.d that sbe has adopted Mr. Orozco's philosophy that it is•not 
the number of pe9p)e at an event that makes it successful but the qualify of the 
interacti"ons with the people who dq attend. 

Upcoming events: 
• Wacky Water Wednesday -July 23 from I pm -4 pm -Amanda Stoudt 

Elementary School 
• VVackyWatc.rWednesday-July30from l pm-4pm-1400blockofN 

12th Sf 
• National Night Out-August 5 from 5 pm _.8 pm - 40() & 500 blocks of 

Penn St 
• Wacky Water Wednesday-August6from 1 pm-4 pm-2nd & Oley 

Playgrnund 
• Riverzi Ila - August 9 - moniing cleanup afternoon event - Riverfront 

Park 
• Wacky Water vVednesday -August L3 from 1 pm-4 pm -Oakbrook 

Housing 
• Party at th.e Park-August 16 from 1 pm- 6 pm - Pendora Park 
• Wacky Water Wednesday- August 20 from] pm-4 pm -Qenside 

Housing Avenue A. 

Ms. Ayers-Fisher stated that Riverzilla wiU be held on August 9. She stated that 
there were permitting i~sues and she believed the event-would n~d to be 
carn:;elled. She stated that there will be kayaks a·vailable at the event. She stated 
that the event will focus on wate.r safety, clean water, bike lanes, and 
connectivity. 

Mr. Thornpson questioned if there would be a cleanup in the morning. Ms. 
Ayers-Fisher stated that there is always a cleanup iu the morning. She stated 
that it would be embarrassing to have an eve11t at this location without it being 
deaned up first. 

There was a discussion about the demolition of historic properties in the 400 
block of Penn.St. 

Ms. Lara connected to the meeting at this time. 
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Outreach and Engagement 
Ms. Ayers-Fisher stated that she has followed up with 111.s. Lara about the 
Recycle Coach a pp. Mr. Vitale stated that Ms. Lara has done a good draft of 
infom,ation. 

Ms. Ayers-Fisher stated that she has many items to review for Ms. Lar,1. She 
stated that she must also finish 1-vod<lng on handouts, the signage, and the 2026 
budget. She stated that she will email updates and that there will be deliverables 
by the August meeting. 

Ms. Lara stated that she has received emails from Ms. Ayers-Fisher and that she 
has enough projects to work on until the next meetiJ1g. 

Mr. Vitale stated that there is a long list of things to do. 

Other Matters 
• Angelica Creek 

Ms. Ayers-Fisher stated that the public comment period is open on the change in 
category of portions of the Angelica Creek. She11oted the watershed association's 
hope to have the scctlo11 of the creek in Nolde Fores~qualified as exceptional value 
and the rest of the creek in Reading as high quality. She stated that DBP is being 
asked to study both secti()ns of the creek. 

Ms. Curran-M.yers stated that she has viewe.d tbis extensively. She explained that 
DEP will compare the Angelica'Creek with other simil.ar creeks to determine its 
quality status. She expressed the belief that the lower portion of the creek is much 
improved but does not qualify as exceptional value. 

Ms. Ayers-Fisfa~r stated that work has occur.red for 120 years to attain exceptional 
value at fhe upper secLion of the creek. 

Ms. Curran-Myers agreed that there has been great progress. She stated that the 
creek is 1nany miles long. She stated that the portion 6{ the creek near Angelica 
Park is considered a cold water fishing area. She expressed the belief that there 
may be ru, upgrade in the·q11alification. 

Ms. Ayers-Fisher agreed and stated that there-are also new restoration areas. She 
noted the need for the additional protections provided to exceptional value and 
high quality creeks. 
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• Green Building Alliance (GBA) 
Ms. Ayers-Fisher stated that.Re11ding will be getting technical assistance from the 
US Green Building Alliance. She stated that she plans to work with the CD 
Department to set policy and priorities to accelerate the City's t!.fforts to rnove 
toward green <lllt!rgy. 

Ms. Ayers-Fisher stated·thatthe GBA and dty have submitted a gtal\Hor technical 
_assistance through the lnffotion Reduction Act to assjsl with green building 
pro;ects. She stated that the award'is $250,000 and Reading is a finalist. She noted 
her hope to hear back about the award in August. She noted t11at grant 
applications are complicated and take much work. 

Mr. Vitale questioned who attl,!nded the last GBA educational session. Ms. Ayers­
Fisher stated that there were representatives from RACC, the Housing Authority, 
and Mitsubishi Chemical in attendance. 

Ms. Ayers-Fisher stated that the GBA has hired the local coordinator. She stated 
that Ms. Mel.endez is currently being onboarded and noted her hope that the 
position would be full tin.iebeginning in 2026. 

lvlr. Vitale noted the value of Ms, Melendez. Ms. Curran-Myers agre!}d and stated 
that she can make many conI1ections. 

Ms. Ayers-Fisher stated U,at the next GBAmeeting will be held on August 12 in 

Cou11cil Chambers. She stated that the focus would be water conservation and 
will include _a tour of CTty Hatt. 

Next Meeting 
The next meeting will be held on Wed11esday, August ·13 at 9 am via Zoom. 

The meetjng was adjourned at l0:41 a.m. 
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Environmental Advisory Council 

Green. Infrastructure Con1n1ittee 
Tuesday, July 8, 2025 

Virtually 

Those in attendance-S. Smith, C. Curran-Myers, A. Sellers 

Ms. Curran-Myers called the meeting to order at 12:03 pm. 

Set 2025 Priorities 
Ms. :Curran-Myers noted Lhe need Coe new projects. She stated that the signage 
project is almost complete and the other. agenda topics are five years old. Sne 
stated that City Council adopted Vision Zero and suggested working on initiatives 
contai11ed within the Plan. 

Ms. Sellers noted her agreement.with this approach. 

Ms. Curran-Myers stated that many initiatives ii, Vision Zero are related to Green 
Infrastructure induding transportation, shade trees, connectivity, and parks. 

Ms. Sellers noted her support ot green oonnecti vi ty and the experience of complete 
streets. She stated that there are also economic impacts when businesses and 
restaurants open along the corridors. 

Ms. Curran-Myers agreed and stated that walkable neighborhoods need those 
options. 

Ms. Sellers sug-gested the slogan "Green Pathways". 

Ms. Curran-Myers stated that Lhese items can become part of the mapping project 
to help.make connections. She expressed the belie( that these fit together weU ancl 
that it would also create an opportunity to work with Council to promote Vision 
Zero. 

i\tls. Sellers agreed and suggested that the focus begin in a ~pecific neighborhood 
and include dowi1spoul planters to red.ucl! flooding and to build excitement. 

Ms. Cu.cran•Myers stated that she receives news releases from Penn Puture, an 



environn,ental advocacy group, outlining the Shapiro Lightning Plan to i.r,crease 
altematL~ energy, make electric grid changes, and provide tax credits and rebates 
for community sized energy.infrash-uctu.re. She stated that the series of bills have 
bi-p_a·rtisan sponsors. She stated that she has spoket1 with Mr. Vitale about thls 
Plan .. She stated that a State-wide board, sintilar to the PUC, would be created and 
that this Board wonld make decisions about pr.ejects, rather thru, local officials. 
She noted local concern about taking farmland for solar arrays. 

Ms. Sellers questioJ1ed if local zoning would be pre-empted from the project 
teview process. Ms. Curran-Myers stated that the newly created board would 
have the power to approve the project if it is a use permitted by local zoning. She 
noted the need to more closely Ieview the Plan details. She stated that the Plan 
sets a January 2026 effective date and noted her belief that this would mean that 
the Plan will be tLed to the annual budget. She expressed the belief that there will 
need to be an educational component. She suggested that this Plan also become 
part of the Committee's agenda. 

Ms. Seller-s agreed with adding !his topk to the agenda. She noted the need to 
-~vork on big picture issues. 

Ms. Clu-ran-Mye.rs expressed. the belief that tttis Plan would help the C.ity move 
forward. She noted the need to educate residents and be supportive of tiie Plan. 

Ms, Sellers expressed the belief that this will create a good foundation and that she 
is•pleased to see it'move forward. She noted the need for attainable costs and to 
install projects that will get residents excited. Slw expressed the be.lief that these 
are great next steps for the Committee. 

Ms. Curran-M y_ers staled that she has re-worked the agenda to focus on unfinished 
projects. 

Signage 
Ms. Curran-Myers stated that once Ms. Sellers drafts the:chartofbenefits, the 
signage can be ordered and installed. She stated that the mapping project will 
restart in the fall. 

S,:,huylkill Action Network Tour 
Ms. Sellers questioned when the tour would take place. 
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Ms. Cur.ran-Myers explained that the tour occurred in May. She stated that 119 

City officials attended and that it was suggesl·ed to recreate the tour for City 
officials. She stated lhal Ms. Ayers-Fisher is now the Storm water Committee 
chair for SAN. She noted her supporf forholding another tour. 

Ms. Sellers agreed with the need for a second tour. She compared this tour to the 
EA Cs tour of City dams and stated that this tour was very in.forn1ative. 

Education & Outreach 
Ms. C~rran-M.yers stated that the focus wi II be on rain garderi.s, rain bai:rels, and 
downspout planters. She staled that the Greenhouse constructron wW be 
compfeted in the fall and that workshops can begin to be held there. She 
suggested utilizing the Peru, State Master Gardeners. 

Ms. Sellers noted the need for rain gardens to be purposeful and to catch 
pollutants. 

Ms. Curran-Myers described how the Albright community garden's rain garden 
catches min from a garage roof ancT drains slowly. She sfated that it works well. 

Ms. Sellers noted the.strong stornis that have occurred ... recently which show the 
need to slow the water down. She stated that grL'€II infrastructure reduces 
flooding and recharges the groundwater. 

Ms. Cui:rai;i.-Myers stated that rain gardens can also keep dean water clean. 

Open Spaces 
Ms. Curran-Myers stated tMt this topic refers to toru,ectivity. 

Ya.rd Waste 
Ms. Curran-,viyers stated that work on yard waste would continue. She stated 
that residents are concerned about all Lypes of waste and that it would also 
address.native plants versus invasive plants, 

Ms. Sellers stated that she represents Lower Alsace Township on the MP3. 

Ms. Curran-Myers stated that she no longer receives in£or.111ation from the MP3 
but-that-she would like to continue on the Environmental Committee. 



Ms. Sellers stated that she will be scheduling a meeting with Mr. Olsen to di~cuss 
a few items and irwfted Ms. Curran-Myers to join them. 

Ms. Curran-Myers stated that signage discussions were held buf that the work 
has stalled. She noted her hope to get the·project restarted. 

Ms. Sellers questioned where the signage would be located. Ms. Curran-Myers 
stated that il would bein the area~ where yard waste is being dumped. She 
stated that the signage would contain the MP3 logo and info1·mation about the 
City ordinance, She also noted het· hope to hold educational walks. 

Ms. Sellers stated that pl1otos are also very diecti VO!. 

Ms. Curran-Myers agret.>d and stated that' she hopes to have brod1ures attached 
lo thesignage with additional informati011. She stated that Mr. Kissinger knows 
the most problematic areas and it is obvious where invasive species have 
escaped. She stated that native plants also increase the number of pollinators. 

_New Green Spaces 
Ms. Sellers noted the need to dtoose appropriate tree species for small spaces. 
Ms. Ct1rran-Myers agreed. 

New Committee Members 
Ms. Curran•Mye1-s noted the need for additional committee members. 

Next Meeting 
The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, August 5, 2025 at noon via Zoom. 

The meeting was adjourned at 1:00 pm. 
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Respectfully submitted by 
Shelty Smith, CMC 
Deputy City Clerk 


