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Monday, March 21, 2022 

Meeting Report 
 

Attendance:   M. Goodman-Hinnershitz (in person), J. Cepeda-Freytiz (electronically)   
 
Others Attending:  M. Smith, B. Rivera (in person), I. Litvinov, F. Denbowski, D. Martinez, BCTV 
(electronically) 
 
The meeting was called to order at 4:06pm by Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz. 
 
I. Interviews 

• Susan Williams – Appointment to the Charter Board 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz and Ms. Cepeda-Freytiz greeted Ms. Williams and thanked her for 
her interest in serving on the Charter Board.  Ms. Cepeda-Freytiz questioned why she is 
interested and requested she give a short background on herself.  Ms. Williams stated that she 
has been a resident of the City for many years and was a part of the original Charter Review 
Commission.  She stated that through her involvement with the Commission, she expanded her 
network of professionals and was a part of amendments that led to forming the Charter Board 
which she served on for many years.  She took a hiatus due to her employment role changing and 
requiring more of her time and dedication, though she has always had a deep interest in serving.  
She stated that she is currently employed as a nurse with the hopes of retiring in the near future.  
She has more available time to be a part of the Charter Board; hence, her interest in serving now.   
 
Ms. Cepeda-Freytiz commended Ms. Williams on her desire to serve and her involvement in 
having served in the past.  She questioned what she would want to accomplish in the next three 
months sitting on the Charter Board.  Ms. Williams stated that she is not apprised of the issues 
that are currently before the Board but that Mr. Smith reached out to her regarding openings on 
the Board.  
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz questioned what the more compelling issues were during the time she 
served previously.  Ms. Williams stated there were many changes when the City became Home 
Rule and it caused a major need in educating the citizens of the City as well as elected officials to 
understand what it meant to be a Home Rule form of government.  She also stated there were 
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issues that were addressed surrounding residency and concise language to that end as well as 
referendum issues.   
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz thanked Ms. Williams for her level of commitment she shown during 
that period as she recalls how complex the issues were that needed to be addressed and also 
navigating through the transition of becoming a Home Rule form of government.  
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz questioned what might be some important issues that need to be 
addressed moving forward on the Charter Board.  Ms. Williams stated that she believes 
education is always at the forefront in terms of getting information out to not only residents, but 
also those interested in becoming elected officials as much as the elected officials themselves.  She 
believes that BCTV has been a beneficial component in assisting in getting information to the 
public, especially during the pandemic and now slowly transitioning out of the pandemic.  She 
also feels strongly about becoming more bilingual with information and education disseminated 
as the need is so great in the City.  She mentioned getting more residents engaged in voting as 
voter registration and turn out has been less than desirable in many City locations.   
 
Ms. Cepeda-Freytiz questioned if meeting times and attendance would be an issue.  Ms. Williams 
stated that she would be able to attend the meetings and that it would not be an issue.   
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz inquired if there were any questions Ms. Williams had for Council. 
Ms. Williams stated that she would like to know what the next step in the nominating process 
would be.  Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz stated that she would be contacted by Ms. Smith in terms 
of when the resolution appointing her would be presented to Council and what that would 
entail.  
 
Both Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz and Ms. Cepeda-Freytiz thanked Ms. Williams for her eagerness 
to serve on the Charter Board as they look forward to what she will bring in her involvement on 
the Board. 
 
The Nominations and Appointments Committee recommends the appointment of Susan 
Williams to the Charter Board. 
 

• Richard Wagner – Reappointment to the Human Relations 
Commission (HRC) 

Ms. Cepeda-Freytiz welcomed Mr. Wagner and questioned how long he has served on this 
Commission.  Mr. Wagner stated that he has served eight years.  Ms. Cepeda-Freytiz questioned 
why he wants to continue to serve.  Mr. Wagner stated that he has a passion for the City of 
Reading and its history.  He stated that he was once asked what he would change about the City 
and his response was that he would want to build tunnels in the City because of its very unique 
history.  He stated that many people would want to visit the City.  He stated that he has learned 
much serving on the HRC.  One thing in particular is issues with lead paint.  He was unaware 
that this still existed and how vastly it does exist in the City.  He stated that he is more aware of 
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the homelessness through his participation in the HRC.  He stated he did not realize how many 
children were homeless and that is something that really shook him to his core.  There was a 
short discussion on measures to address the homelessness. 
  
Ms. Cepeda-Freytiz questioned if in Mr. Wagner’s opinion the community at large knows enough 
about the services that the HRC provides.  Mr. Wagner responded, without hesitation, 
negatively.  Ms. Cepeda-Freytiz questioned how that can be changed.  Mr. Wagner stated that in 
his opinion, now that everything seems to be open again, there needs to be more events that draw 
the community in.  He stated that even going out to main streets such as Penn Street and 
engaging the public with awareness of what the HRC provides.   
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz stated that she really appreciates Mr. Wagner’s enthusiasm for the 
City and his visions.  Ms. Cepeda-Freytiz concurred adding that she looks forward to his 
continuing his term with the HRC as he has many ideas and aspirations for the City.   
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz stated that Mr. Wagner will be contacted with the next steps in the 
appointing process and thanked him again for his time and service on the HRC. 
 
The Nominations and Appointments Committee recommends the reappointment of Richard 
Wagner to the Human Relations Commission. 
   
 
Meeting was adjourned at 4:25pm.  
 
 
             Respectfully Submitted, 

Bea Rivera, Legislative Aide 
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