
1 

  
Monday, November 21, 2022 

Meeting Report 
 

Attendance:  M. Goodman-Hinnershitz, M. Ventura (in person)   
 
Others Attending:  M. Smith, B. Rivera (in person), BCTV, and F. Lachat (virtual). 
 
The meeting was called to order at 4:00 pm by Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz. 
 
I. Interviews 
 

• Thomas Ryan – Reappointment to the Shade Tree Commission 
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz welcomed Mr. Ryan and introduced herself as well as Ms. Ventura.  
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz questioned why Mr. Ryan is interested in serving another term on the 
Shade Tree Commission.  Mr. Ryan stated that Reading is home for him.  He stated that he feels 
that every tree that is planted is a boom for the City, for the Country and for the world and he 
wants to continue to be a part of that. 
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz questioned what types of decisions the Shade Tree Commission is 
responsible for.  Mr. Ryan stated where to plant the trees and how to get the funding for the trees.   
 
Ms. Ventura questioned if there is an area that the Shade Tree Commission can improve upon.  
Mr. Ryan stated that he cannot think of any as Mr. Kissinger does a great job.  Ms. Ventura 
questioned if City Council could assist the Shade Tree Commission in any way.  Mr. Ryan did not 
have any recommendations for Council assistance.  
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz stated that with all the problems regarding diseased trees in the City, 
what would be Mr. Ryan’s recommendation to alleviate that.  Mr. Ryan stated that replacing the 
diseased trees would be the best solution as sometimes they are not replaced.   
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz questioned how Mr. Ryan feels about the trees that are being cut 
along Skyline Drive.  Mr. Ryan stated that he thinks it is a good idea.   
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Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz questioned if Mr. Ryan wanted to add anything.  Mr. Ryan stated that 
he feels that Mr. Kissinger has been doing a very good job.   
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz thanked Mr. Ryan and explained that he will be contacted to move his 
appointment forward. 
 
The Nominations and Appointments Committee recommends the reappointment of Thomas 
Ryan to the Shade Tree Commission.  
 

• James Cole – Appointment to the Environmental Advisory Council (EAC) 
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz welcomed Mr. Cole and questioned his interest in serving on the 
Environmental Advisory Board.  Mr. Cole stated that he is relatively new to the area and has 
been looking for some way to serve the community; this peaked his interest as he saw that there 
was a vacancy available. 
 
Ms.  Goodman-Hinnershitz requested Mr. Cole give a brief background on himself and why the 
interest in the EAC.  Mr. Cole stated that the environment has always been of interest to him.  He 
follows many environmental movements to keep apprised.  He stated that his degree is in 
Mathematics but over the years he’s been involved in several things including being a 
professional bee keeper which actually enlivened his passion for environmental issues.  He stated 
that now he is employed at EnerSis Technologies.   
 
Ms. Ventura questioned Mr. Cole what environmental issues he would like to see addressed as a 
member of the EAC.  Mr. Cole stated that he would like to know the requirements for new and 
old construction in the City in terms of landscaping and what plants/flowers can be utilized as 
pollinators that would ultimately benefit the City. 
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz stated that she would like Ms. Smith who is liaison on this Board to 
speak of current issues that the EAC is working on.  Ms. Smith stated that the EAC is actually 
looking to replace the invasive plants with native plants.  She stated that also in the works is 
getting some rain gardens installed in the City for better storm water management.  She stated 
that they are working on Bernhart’s Park and the dam that DEP ordered to be removed from the 
park.  She stated that the EAC meets tomorrow at noon and that she can send him the link to the 
meeting if he is interested in attending.   
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz stated that in addition to the EAC, there is also a Climate Core Group 
comprised of youth who are working on climate-related matters.  She stated that there is a 
definite interest in the City for environmental issues to be addressed and it is evident in the 
groups that are working to that end goal.  
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Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz stated that one of her more pressing issues personally is doing away 
with the usage of plastic bags.  Mr. Cole concurred stating it is an issue that needs to be 
addressed for the betterment of our environment.   
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz explained the appointment process to Mr. Cole and thanked him 
again for his interest in applying to serve on the EAC. 
 
The Nominations and Appointments Committee recommends the appointment of James Cole 
to the Environmental Advisory Council.   
 
There was a short lapse of time between interviews and Ms. Smith suggested Council utilize that 
time to watch the Training Video created by Mr. Miller.  Council agreed.   
 
At this time the video was shown. 
 
There was a brief discussion regarding when to have a conversation on ideas and improvements 
to the video. 
 
At this time Mr. Vitale joined the meeting virtually. 
 

• William Vitale Reappointment to the Environmental Advisory Council (EAC) 
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz greeted Mr. Vitale and introduced him to Ms. Ventura.   
 
Ms. Ventura requested Mr. Vitale share a background on himself so as to provide her with some 
information on his service with the EAC.  Mr. Vitale stated he has been interested environmental 
issues which he feels are more than just climate change, storm water issues, and open space 
issues.  He feels that it encompasses beyond and includes social and economic matters.  He stated 
that he is a retired architect.  He had his own practice in the City and has been a resident of the 
City since 1985.  He stated that his focus was “green architecture” when he was working.  He 
stated that his objective and that of the EAC is to advise Council on how to work toward 
remedying environmental issues that are plaguing the City; and this is what they do.   
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz questioned what successes and/or challenges Mr. Vitale has 
encountered while serving on the EAC.  Mr. Vitale stated that bringing people in that want to be 
a part of working toward a better environment is the main idea.  He stated that he has been a 
longtime member and is pleased to see a more diverse group of people interested and getting 
involved.  He stated that there has been progress made regarding green infrastructure in the City 
which he is proud of and recognizes there is more work to be done.  He stated that a map has 
been comprised and on the website indicating areas of green infrastructure implemented.  He 
stated that the Climate Action Plan is also underway and generating speed.  He stated that they 
are currently developing a plan for outreach on that.   
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Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz reiterated the work that Climate Core Group has been putting forth.  
She stated that adopting the Climate Plan was a very big step toward all things environmental.  
Mr. Vitale concurred stating that the adoption of the resolution was such a vital step forward.  He 
stated that he is pleased that there are staff members committed to this process and moving this 
forward.  He believes that Council as well as the Administration needs to continue to support this 
process not just leaving it to the EAC to press on.  He believes that it will take much planning and 
many resources to tap into.    
 
Mr. Vitale stated that one of the biggest challenges he sees and has experienced is when there is 
as change in the Administration.  He stated that unfortunately former Mayor Wally Scott was an 
enormous setback to the work that the EAC stands for.  There was a brief discussion on changes 
to upcoming elected officials and what that means in terms of moving these initiatives forward 
and possible setbacks that this can produce. 
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz suggested that a meeting to discuss how we will deal with transition 
moving forward so that the important work that has been done, doesn’t get ignored or even 
stopped or held back.     
 
There was a brief conversation on heating and cooling and how to make that more 
environmentally conducive which all agree would be a very big challenge.  
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz thanked Mr. Vitale for his continued service. 
 
The Nominations and Appointments Committee recommends the reappointment of William 
Vitale to the Environmental Advisory Council. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 4:45pm 
          

Respectfully submitted by, 
Bea Rivera, 

 Legislative Aide 
 

 

 

 

 

 


