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Monday, September 19, 2022 

Meeting Report 
 

Attendance:  M. Goodman-Hinnershitz, J. Cepeda-Freytiz (in person)   
 
Others Attending:  M. Smith, B. Rivera (in person), BCTV (Virtual) 
 
The meeting was called to order at 4:05 pm by Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz. 
 
I. Interviews 
 

• Dihmond Perez - appointment – Youth Commission – Council District 4 
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz greeted Ms. Perez and explained the interview process.  She 
questioned why Ms. Perez had an interest in serving on the Youth Commission.  Ms. Perez stated 
that she would like to be a part of assisting the youth in being more involved with their 
community.   
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz questioned what issues need to be addressed among the youth.  Ms. 
Perez stated that violence is the main issue and so is communication.   
 
Ms. Cepeda-Freytiz questioned what Ms. Perez thinks would help address violence among the 
youth.  Ms. Perez stated that bringing young adolescents together by hosting an activity that is of 
common interest.  She used the Puerto Rican parade as an example and she also mentioned some 
sporting type of events.   
 
Ms. Perez mentioned that most young adolescents feel more comfortable talking to others their 
own age and that communicating with adults is very difficult for them at times.  Ms. Cepeda-
Freytiz questioned why she believes this to be the case.  Ms. Perez stated that adolescents fear 
that if they talk with adults about certain problems occurring for those of that age group, they 
will turn around and make it public in some way; either by sharing the information with parents 
or other teachers.  She stated that once that occurs, the adolescents involved in the unsavory 
activities will find out who spoke with the adults and retaliate against them in some way.   
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Ms. Cepeda-Freytiz concluded that it appears to be a trust issue between adolescents and adults.  
Ms. Perez concurred.  Ms. Perez stated that it is very difficult to navigate adolescence as if you 
show fear around others, you are viewed as weak and insignificant.  But she believes that if 
adolescents can begin to find other ways to resolve issues other than fighting and arguing, over 
time this will change negative behaviors.   
 
Ms. Cepeda-Freytiz questioned if Ms. Perez believes the pandemic has increased or intensified 
violence among youth in schools.  Ms. Perez stated that she believes the pandemic has definitely 
increased violence.  She stated that the pandemic forced everyone to quarantine and so 
communication was only made available through virtual means.  She stated that because they 
couldn’t communicate in person, all of the animosity was held in and once school opened up 
again, she noticed how it affected everyone in a negative manner.  
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz questioned if she would be able to attend the meetings for the Youth 
Commission.  Ms. Perez stated that she would have no issues as she can work around that 
schedule.  Ms. Smith explained when the Commission meets and the fact that virtual meetings 
are an option too.   
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz questioned if Ms. Perez had questions for the Council members.  Ms. 
Perez questioned what would being on this Commission look like in terms of meetings.  Ms. 
Goodman-Hinnershitz stated that topics would be discussed according to needs and there may 
be several different topics discussed which can result in the need for subcommittees to be formed 
to address those needs.  Ms. Cepeda-Freytiz concurred with Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz adding 
that with the holidays coming up, the Youth Commission may want to set up activities that 
promote positive energy among the youth.  Ms. Cepeda-Freytiz also mentioned that the Youth 
Commission can and should turn to Council with ideas and suggestions that may be 
implemented legislatively; it is imperative that Council communicate with the youth as they will 
be the face of the future.  
 
Ms. Cepeda-Freytiz questioned how Ms. Perez came to hear about the Youth Commission.  Ms. 
Perez stated that she had been a part of the Mayor’s Summer Initiative Program when it was 
mentioned to her that she would be a good fit for the Youth Commission.   
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz explained the process of being appointed and that it is an exciting 
moment as she can be there in person as Council calls her name as a newly appointed member to 
the Youth Commission.  Ms. Cepeda-Freytiz concurred.  Ms. Perez thanked the Councilors for 
their time and looks forward to being appointed and starting on the Youth Commission. 
 
The Nominations and Appointments Committee recommends the appointment of Dihmond 
Perez to the Youth Commission representing District 4. 
 

• Janetivis Aponte – appointment – Youth Commission – Council District 5 
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Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz and Ms. Cepeda-Freytiz greeted Ms. Aponte and introduced 
themselves.  They requested that Ms. Aponte pronounce her first name to be certain of the correct 
pronunciation of it.  Ms. Aponte obliged.   
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz questioned how Ms. Aponte became interested in applying to serve 
on the Youth Commission.  Ms. Aponte state that she, too, had been a part of the Mayor’s 
Summer Initiative Program and was made aware of its existence.  She stated that she has an 
interest in getting involved in her community, especially getting involved with those in her age 
group. 
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz questioned what she knows about the Youth Commission.  Ms. 
Aponte stated that she believes the Youth Commission helps the youth engage in a positive 
manner.   
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz questioned what Ms. Aponte believes the Youth Commission should 
focus on first and foremost.  Ms. Aponte stated that she believes the violence plaguing the youth 
is the most important issue.  She also mentioned better communication among the youth.   
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz questioned what Ms. Aponte sees on a daily basis that is contributing 
to the violence and lack of communication in her neighborhood.  Ms. Aponte stated that she 
doesn’t see much in her neighborhood as compared to school.  She sees students fighting, 
bullying and even threatening others; she described it as very chaotic.   
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz questioned if she had ever been a part of any organization.  Ms. 
Aponte stated that she has not.   
 
Ms. Cepeda-Freytiz questioned if she enjoyed being a part of the Mayor’s Summer Initiative 
Program.  Ms. Aponte responded affirmatively stating that she really enjoyed it and the fact that 
it is something she would not have sought to do or be a part of surprised her as she was out of 
her “comfort” zone.  Ms. Cepeda-Freytiz questioned what she enjoyed the most about the 
Program.  Ms. Aponte stated that visiting colleges and seeing what they had to offer students was 
very enjoyable to her.   
 
Ms. Cepeda-Freytiz questioned that if Ms. Aponte was appointed to the Youth Commission, 
what she is hoping to accomplish on the Youth Commission.  Ms. Aponte stated that she hopes 
she can help the youth in her community be happy here and stay here long-term. 
 
Ms. Cepeda-Freytiz questioned if Ms. Aponte had suggestions on how to tackle youth violence.  
Ms. Aponte suggested having more open and effective communication so as to be proactive in 
stopping the violence before it happens. 
 
There was a discussion on seeing the signs of violence and how that makes Ms. Aponte feel and 
how it makes others her age feel.  Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz questioned if Ms. Aponte feels that 
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there is someone that the youth can talk to about things that are concerning.  Ms. Aponte stated 
quite frankly that she doesn’t believe there is anyone that people her age trust enough to talk to 
about these issues.  She stated that speaking with an adult or even someone her own age is not 
comfortable for her as she feels she would be judged as someone who is creating trouble.  She 
referred to this as “snitching” which nobody her age wants to be labeled as. 
 
Ms. Aponte mentioned that she has many ideas that she can share with the Youth Commission, 
some being her own and some ideas from her friends that have shared them with her. 
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz explained the process of being appointed and what the next steps will 
be.  She explained that it would be an exciting process for her as she would officially become a 
part of a group and appointed by a legislative group.   
 
The Councilors thanked Ms. Aponte for her interest in serving and look forward to her 
involvement on the Youth Commission. 
 
The Nominations and Appointments Committee recommends the appointment of Janetivis 
Aponte to the Youth Commission representing District 5. 
 
II. Review Pending Applications and Vacancies 
 
Ms. Cepeda-Freytiz questioned how many vacancies were left on the Youth Commission.  Ms. 
Smith stated that there are two in District 1, two in District 3, one in District 4, one in District 5 
and there are no vacancies in District 6.  There was some discussion on who serves as moderator 
and chair of this Commission; also who is currently active as some members have phased out due 
to age restrictions.  Ms. Smith stated that some of the members have moved away and therefore 
are no longer serving. 
 
Ms. Smith stated that the Youth Commission is going to request funds through the 2023 Budget 
for the purchase of video equipment needed for their “Let’s talk about it Tuesdays” and for 
giveaways for when they go to events and interact.  They are also interested in purchasing 
business cards.  They currently have a banner.  Ms. Smith stated that they are working with the 
Mayor’s office to collaborate on upcoming Halloween events.   
 
Ms. Smith stated that the Citizens Initiative Commission has many vacancies.  Only one 
individual has applied though many have said they are interested.  She stated that because only 
one applicant has actually applied, this Commission cannot move forward. 
 
Ms. Cepeda-Freytiz mentioned the Planning Commission.  Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz stated that 
this scenario is interesting as there are more applicants than there are vacancies.  This has caused 
issues with determining who would be selected as there have been residency matters to consider.  
There was some discussion regarding whose applications are still in the Mayor’s office for review 
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and who is up for reappointment in the near future.  Ms. Cepeda-Freytiz suggested doing an 
interview with all of Council which Ms. Smith stated would be a good option.   
 
Ms. Cepeda-Freytiz brought up the issue of residency and if we are properly vetting applicants to 
make certain we are in compliance.  Ms. Smith directed the Councilors to a particular spreadsheet 
outlining those who are residents and those who are not.  She stated that there have been 
accusations made to the point that there are more non-residents serving the Boards, Authorities 
and Commissions (BACs) than residents; that is simply not the case.  Ms. Smith stated that out of 
the approximate 325 members of all the BACs, about 40 are non-residents and some of those are 
due to specific experience requirements that have warranted non-residency.   
 
There was discussion regarding members residing in Berks County.  Ms. Smith stated that there 
are some members outside of Berks that serve on the trades boards such as the Electricians 
Examining Board.  Councilors understood the need to fill positions with licensed individuals.   
 
The meeting was adjourned at 4:47pm. 
 
                      Respectfully submitted by, 

Bea Rivera, 
 Legislative Aide 

 

 

 


