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Monday, May 16, 2022 

Meeting Report 
 

Attendance:   M. Goodman-Hinnershitz, W. Butler (electronically)   
 
Others Attending:  M. Smith, B. Rivera (in person), I. Litvinov, BCTV (electronically) 
 
The meeting was called to order at 4:00pm by Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz. 
 
I. Interviews 

• Jessica Schwartz – Appointment to the Board of Health (alternate) 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz greeted Ms. Schwartz as did Mr. Butler.  Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz 
questioned her knowledge of the Board of Health.  Ms. Schwartz stated that she is eager to get 
more involved with matters of the City and as a physician, she believes this would be a great fit 
for her.  She stated that she has not been able to speak with anyone on the Board to get a better 
understanding of what matters the Board has worked on or is currently working on.  She stated 
that she noticed an alternate position was available so she opted to apply for that position which 
will help her understand the work of the Board. 
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz stated that the City’s Board of Health is not like others in different 
counties as ours is more of an advisory Board that provides guidance on the varying health 
issues.   
 
Mr. Butler questioned what skills Ms. Schwartz possesses that the Board of Health can benefit 
from.  Ms. Schwartz stated that she just completed her residency here as a physician and has 
taken care of many patients in the area.  She stated that she has served in the military with a 
medicine-based background there.  She stated that she believes she has a good understanding of 
what the population in our area needs regarding their health.   
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz questioned what Ms. Schwartz views are the most concerning health 
issues plaguing our community. Ms. Schwartz stated that aside from COVID, she believes the 
discrepancies in health literacy and technology connections; she believes this has been exposed 
significantly since COVID.  She stated her concern for patients who have health issues such as 
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diabetes that because many pharmacies close earlier or are limiting their weekend hours, puts a 
strain on patients that require facilities to be available for their medications. 
 
Mr. Butler questioned what Ms. Schwartz feels the reason for these discrepancies may be.  Ms. 
Schwartz stated that she believes that at the root of it all lies mistrust.  She stated that as a 
physician, she believes she has to work harder to prove that she isn’t in agreement with the big 
companies who oversee the manner in which treatment or medications are provided.  She stated 
that it is unfortunate that nothing is taught in medical school about how to gain a patient’s trust 
and so it is left to the physician to really engage in a way that the patient feels safe and doesn’t 
feel like just a number.   
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz stated that there was some serious conversation regarding the need 
for Berks County to have a Board of Health that actually renders decisions and not merely an 
advisory Board.  She questioned what Ms. Schwartz’s feelings on that are.  Ms. Schwartz stated 
that she has definitely heard about this discussion especially since COVID hit.  She stated that she 
has worked with the doctor who has been advising Berks County and she believes it would be a 
positive step forward though it may be a while before it comes to fruition as these things take 
some time.   
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz questioned if she would have any issues with attendance at meetings.  
After confirming what the meeting dates and times are, Ms. Schwartz stated that she would 
absolutely make herself available to attend meetings. 
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz went over the process of being appointed, explaining that she would 
be contacted and thanked her for her interest in serving. 
 
The Nominations and Appointments Committee recommends the appointment of Jessica 
Schwartz to the Board of Health as alternate. 
 

• Jeff Darlington – Reappointment to the Board of Ethics 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz questioned why he is interested in serving another term and how the 
Board is functioning since he has joined the Board.  Mr. Darlington stated that he has been on the 
Board for approximately 14 years.  He stated that he has seen cases come before the Board and 
credits the Charter for how it is written which makes decision making clearer.   
 
Mr. Butler introduced himself to Mr. Darlington and questioned what skills he’s utilized during 
his tenure on the Board.  Mr. Darlington stated that he has lived in the City for many years.  He 
stated that he has a business in the City and has raised his children here.   
 
Mr. Butler questioned if Mr. Darlington, as a long standing Board member, feels that there is 
anything in the Charter that should be changed or amended.  Mr. Darlington stated that he is not 
an expert on the Charter but what he feels strongly about is educating the parties in cases that 



3 

have come before the Ethics Board; and just education and awareness in general for those who 
work in the City and for the City. 
 
Mr. Butler questioned how often the Board meets and what things are discussed.  Mr. Darlington 
stated that the Board of Ethics generally meets when there are cases before the Board and so it is 
actually good news when the Board does not have a need to meet.  He stated that recently most 
of what has been discussed in meetings had to do with “gift giving and receiving” as an elected 
or appointed official and things of that nature.   
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz questioned if the Board acts as an advisory council of sorts regarding 
certain issues.  Mr. Darlington stated that there is a specific process that is in place when a case 
comes before the Board and the Board’s solicitor will investigate each case.  The solicitor will 
them make his recommendation of how the Board should proceed based on the findings. 
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz questioned if trainings were provided to the City’s boards, authorities 
and commissions.  Mr. Darlington stated that he knows that the most recent of trainings was 
directed to all City employees, including Council members and the administration.  He stated 
that there is talk about getting another training made available and he agrees that it would be 
beneficial for the various boards, authorities and commissions to partake in trainings as well.  
 
The Nominations and Appointments Committee recommends the reappointment of Jeff 
Darlington to the Board of Ethics.  
 

• Dennis Baver – Appointment to the Fire/Building Code Board of 
Appeals 

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz questioned why Mr. Baver is interested in serving on this Board.  Mr. 
Baver stated that this is actually not something brand new to him as he has been on the Board 
since 2006 under Mayor McMahon’s tenure in which he served two full terms.   
 
Mr. Butler questioned what Mr. Baver’s skills are that assist in being a Board member.  Mr. Baver 
stated that he is a professional engineer so he is very familiar with the Building Code and all 
updates on it.   
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz questioned what kind if issues are most concerning that are brought 
before the Appeals Board.  Mr. Baver stated that most times when there are appeals, it is due to a 
lack of knowledge regarding the Code and how it reads.  He stated that the Appeals Board is a 
good place for “checks and balances” as it gives those cited an opportunity to be heard and 
understand why they were cited and sometimes it actually goes in their favor.  
 
Mr. Butler questioned what first interested Mr. Baver about applying to be a Board members.  
Mr. Baver stated that Mayor McMahon worked with him at Entech Engineering and aside from 
that, he has done much non-profit work in the City.  He stated that when he was asked by the 
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former Mayor to apply, he thought it would be a great way to be more involved in the City and 
was happy to do so.   
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz thanked Mr. Baver for serving and informed him that he will be 
notified regarding the appointment process. 
 
The Nominations and Appointments Committee recommends the appointment of Dennis 
Baver to the Fire/Building Code Board of Appeals. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 4:30pm 
 

Respectfully submitted by, 
Bea Rivera, Legislative Aide 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


