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Monday February 7, 2022 

Meeting Report 
 

Attendance:   J. Cepeda-Freytiz, M. Goodman-Hinnershitz (electronically)   
 
Others Attending:  M. Smith, B. Rivera, I. Litvinov, D. Martinez, BCTV (electronically) 
 
The meeting was called to order at 4:01pm by Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz. 
 
I. Interviews 

• Kathryn Cobb-Holmes – Reappointment to the Human Relations 
Commission (HRC) 

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz greeted Ms. Cobb-Holmes and questioned how long she has served 
on this Commission.  Ms. Cobb-Holmes stated she’s been an active member for years and she 
enjoys serving as she was born and raised here in Reading and wants to see the City do well in all 
respects.   
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz questioned what Ms. Cobb-Holmes has been able to accomplish in the 
years she has served on the Commission.  Ms. Cobb-Holmes stated that she has gained an 
extensive amount of knowledge that she shares with citizens of Reading.  She also spreads her 
knowledge to those in office such as Commissioners so that they are apprised of everything as it 
relates to the community.  She stated that she has attended several hearings and a number of 
trainings that have been very beneficial.   
 
Ms. Cepeda-Freytiz thanked her for her service and commitment.  She questioned Ms. Cobb-
Holmes what the City can do better in support of the Human Relations Commission?  Ms. Cobb-
Holmes stated that at times, the Commission feels like an outsider as its duties are closely 
tethered to the EEOC and she feels communication or participation from the City can sometimes 
fall short.  Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz questioned if this has to do with what is currently 
happening in the City.  Ms. Cobb-Holmes responded affirmatively that grant funding and ARPA 
funds are a part of it. 
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Ms. Cepeda-Freytiz questioned if Ms. Cobb-Holmes felt that the City is still headed toward 
growth.  Ms. Cobb-Holmes stated that she definitely feels we are moving forward as a City but 
she would like to see the relationship with the County improve in terms of working in a more 
unified manner.   
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz asked Ms. Cobb-Holmes if she could pose an example of how the 
relationship with the County is strained and in need of improvement.  Ms. Cobb-Holmes stated 
that perhaps the Commissioners do not actually know what the Commission does and therefore 
they work independently; however, she is of the opinion that if they worked collaboratively with 
the Commission, it would create a united front where all could clearly work for the same goal. 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz concurred stating that communication is and has always been an area 
that could use improving.   
 
Ms. Cepeda-Freytiz questioned what the number one issue the HRC deals with.  Ms. Cobb-
Holmes stated that more than the issue of employment, she would have to say it is issues 
pertaining to housing.  She stated that these cases come through the HRC most abundantly.   
 
Ms. Cepeda-Freytiz stated that she admires Ms. Cobb-Holmes’ passion as it relates to serving the 
community in this capacity.  She again thanked her for her commitment to serving on the HRC 
for as long as she has and looks forward to her continuing to do so.  Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz 
concurred. 
 
The Nominations and Appointments Committee recommends the reappointment of Kathryn 
Cobb-Holmes to the Human Relations Commission. 
 

• Dale Eisenhofer – Appointment to the HVAC Board 
Ms.  Goodman-Hinnershitz welcomed Mr. Eisenhofer and questioned why he would like to serve 
on this Board.  Mr. Eisenhofer stated that he had been on the Board for many years.  He stated 
that he has his own business and has a very good relationship with Mr. Brautigan who asked him 
to join the Board once again.  He stated that due to COVID-19, there haven’t been any “in-
person” meetings as they have been meeting virtually. 
 
Ms. Cepeda-Freytiz questioned if this was a reappointment or an new appointment as she was 
unclear about this.  Mr. Eisenhofer stated that he has always served and never went through this 
process.  Ms. Smith stated that he has never been appointed by Council so this is technically a 
new appointment.   
 
Ms. Cepeda-Freytiz questioned if Mr. Eisenhofer could offer a brief background on himself to the 
councilors.  Mr. Eisenhofer stated that he has been one of the proprietors of AllTemp Enterprise 
which has been in business since 1969, though he began working in 1973.  He stated that he has 
been around this trade for many years and has accrued experience.   
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Ms. Cepeda-Freytiz questioned what he most enjoys about attending meetings.  Mr. Eisenhofer 
stated that he is pleased at the job Mr. Brautigan is doing in weeding out the “rif-raf” in this 
trade.  He stated that there have been many illegal installations in the past that were just unsafe 
but now these things have been slowly corrected and are being addressed moving forward.  Ms. 
Goodman-Hinnershitz asked him to elaborate on these illegal installations.  There was a brief 
discussion on how people without licenses install systems that are not inspected causing issues 
that are very unsafe. 
 
The Nominations and Appointments Committee recommends the appointment of Dale 
Eisenhofer to the HVAC Board. 
 

• Peter Rye – Appointment to the Planning Commission 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz welcomed Mr. Rye and explained the process of appointing 
individuals and introduced Ms. Cepeda-Freytiz who began the interview.   
 
Ms. Cepeda-Freytiz questioned why Mr. Rye is interested in serving on this Commission.  Mr. 
Rye stated that his interest is in the City in general since moving here in 2006.  He is hoping to 
assist the City in advancing in whatever means he is able to accomplish that.  He stated he has 
been involved in the CRIZ Authority and is very much in favor of revitalizing the City.  He stated 
that he has always been a proponent of Alvernia taking on a larger role in the downtown area 
and through much hard work and perseverance, it is taking shape. 
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz explained how the Planning Commission plays a pivotal role in the 
advancement of the City.  She questioned what Mr. Rye feels the Planning Commission has done 
well or what could be done better by the Planning Commission.  Mr. Rye stated, without 
hesitation, that the City has been taking too long regarding the development of the 5th and Penn 
Street properties.  He also gave credit to many positive points that have taken place with the 
entertainment sector and how those venues have added allure and interest to the City.  He stated 
that the main focus is to engage the public and bringing them into the City for business, 
enjoyment, fine dining, etc.   
 
Mr. Rye stated he is pleased with the Mayor who is reaching out to community leaders in 
support of projects such as College Town.   
 
Ms.  Goodman-Hinnershitz stated that just recently Council has added more members be on the 
Planning Commission and she feels confident that will benefit the Commission greatly in doing 
their best work.  There are such important decisions that the Planning Commission must make 
and having more members will aide in that. 
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz questioned if there is anything that he feels is important for the 
Planning Commission to accomplish moving the City forward.  Mr. Rye stated that the most 
important component in moving the City forward is community engagement.  He stated that the 
City is roughly six miles in diameter and that covers so much space.  He stated that there are so 
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many neighborhoods within the City and engaging those residents and those vested in any way 
is key in building a strong City that people will want to visit and live in. 
 
Ms. Cepeda-Freytiz questioned what Mr. Rye would like to see accomplished in his first year as a 
member of the Planning Commission.  Mr. Rye stated that he would like to see the Downtown 
Plus Plan succeed which he is unsure it has been shared with the community at this point.  He 
stated he would like to have attracted additional developers; both large and small to revitalize 
the downtown area successfully.   
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz explained the process of being appointed and that he will be 
contacted by Ms. Smith for further action. 
 
The Nominations and Appointments Committee recommends the reappointment of Peter Rye 
to the Planning Commission. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 4:36pm 
 
             Respectfully Submitted, 

Bea Rivera, Legislative Aide 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


