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SUMMARY 
March 28, 2022 

5:00 P.M. 
Hybrid Meeting 

 
COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT: 
D. Reed, J. Cepeda-Freytiz, J. Waltman, M. Goodman-Hinnershitz, M. Ventura (in person), W. 
Butler (virtually) 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: 
L. Kelleher, J. Kelly, M. Gombar, M. Rodriguez, W. Stoudt, F. Denbowski, F. Lachat (in 
person), S. Smith, K. Zeiber, C. Crespo, R. Tornielli, J. Abodalo, J. Schwank, representatives 
from BCTV and the Reading Eagle (virtually) 
 
The meeting was called to order at 5:10 pm by Mr. Waltman.   
 
I. Check In with Berks State Legislature 
Mr. Waltman thanked Sen. Schwank for attending. 
 
Senator Schwank thanked Council for inviting her to attend.  She expressed the belief that this 
update is long overdue.  She stated that Reading will have one senator and three State 
representatives as a result of the redistricting process.  She described several grants awarded 
to Reading including $4 million for First Energy Stadium, $4 million to Collegetowne, $2.25 
million to the Medical Arts Building, $1.75 million for the Pearle Building, $1.5 million for 
Trexler Mansion, $1 million for the Albright library, $1.5 million to the 18th Wonder and 
multiple housing tax credits. 
 
Senator Schwank stated that grant funding available from shale drilling can be used for green 
spaces, trails, and recreation.  She stated that the grant deadline is May 31 and that a 
maximum $250,000 will be awarded.  This grant requires 15% matching funds.  She stated that 
there is a multi-model grant for up to $3 million with a 30% match available through DCED.  
She stated that there are also grants available through PennDOT, DCNR and DEP. 
 

 

COMMITTEE of the WHOLE 
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Senator Schwank explained that since Berks County now has a level four casino there is an 
LSA grant available for capital projects.  She stated that the City has applied for $1 million to 
assist with the cost of building the Police Center.  She stated that a second grant opportunity 
will be available through this fund later this year. 
 
Senator Schwank stated that grants available from PCCD focus on reducing violence.  She 
warned that these grants require working with non-profits and noted the need to properly vet 
these organizations to ensure that the project can be completed.  She stated that State funding 
has also been provided to the Reading School District and stated that one example is $500,000 
for social workers at Reading High School.  She congratulated Reading on exiting Act 47 this 
summer.   
 
Mr. Waltman stated that Senator Schwank is a strong advocate for Reading. 
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz noted that it is important to understand that some grants are 
annual.  She noted the need for the City to be prepared for and to plan ahead to submit 
successful grant applications.  She noted the need to understand which plans are ready to 
move forward.  She stated that PCCD grants have many requirements and agreed that they 
focus on reducing violence. 
 
Senator Schwank agreed with Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz.  She stated that there is no silver 
bullet or single solution.  She noted the need for the City to build capacity and to help young 
people grow into successful adults.  She questioned if the City had a grant writer.  Mr. 
Denbowski stated that the City does have a grant writer. 
 
Ms. Reed noted the need for Reading to build its police force.  She stated that most grants 
don’t address personnel needs and questioned how the State can assist.  Senator Schwank 
agreed that Reading’s staffing is bare bones.  She stated that Reading is facing a large problem 
with violence with less staff and a larger population.  She stated that some PCCD grants assist 
with staffing but only for a 2 – 3 year time period.  She expressed the belief that the federal 
weed and seed program was successful but that program is no longer available.   
 
Ms. Reed questioned if Senator Schwank would advocate to restart weed and seed 
programming.  Senator Schwank stated that she would advocate to restart weed and seed.  She 
suggested also working with the PA League of Cities (now the PA Municipal League) as this is 
a State wide issue. 
 
Mr. Denbowski thanked Senator Schwank for providing grant opportunities.  He stated that 
this helps the City navigate through the process.  He stated that the City is very appreciative 
and grateful for this assistance.  Senator Schwank stated that Tom Gombar is very 
knowledgeable and well-informed about State grant programs. 
 



3 

Mr. Waltman stated that the City will be leaving Act 47 and noted the need to continue to have 
the ability to collect the non-resident EIT.  Senator Schwank noted her understanding of this 
issue but stated that the Legislature is unwilling to raise any taxes. 
 
Mr. Waltman stated that when municipalities are in Act 47 the non-resident EIT is a tool but 
not after exiting.  He stated that PFM’s assistance has been invaluable.  When exiting Act 47 all 
the tools are taken away.  He thanked Senator Schwank for her work to repeal the Fireworks 
Law.  He stated that this law does not work in cities.  He noted the huge spike in violence and 
expressed the belief that when people get away with things like riding ATVs and setting off 
fireworks, they believe they can do anything.  He noted the “anything goes” attitudes of 
people.  He expressed the belief that the large costs downstream are not worth the small 
amount of revenue the State gains from the Fireworks Law. 
 
Senator Schwank stated that all representatives from urban areas agree that the Fireworks Law 
doesn’t work.  She expressed the belief that if these fireworks are available for sale, it’s already 
too late to restrict their use. 
 
Mr. Waltman noted the need to enjoy fireworks in a controlled environment only.  He stated 
that he would also ban sparklers.  He stated that residents are petrified as the fireworks are 
exploding around them.   
 
Senator Schwank stated that when the fireworks manufacturer and sales representatives are 
invited to testify at hearings, it’s obvious what’s happening. 
 
Mr. Waltman noted the need for Reading to have the ability to recoup the $3.2 million in non-
resident EIT.  He stated that the City’s five year projections are showing that Reading will be 
back to budget deficits in less than five years. 
 
Senator Schwank stated that she is proud that Reading is exiting Act 47.  She agreed that 
guidance should continue and that more revenue sources are needed. 
 
Mr. Waltman stated that Reading has made many financial adjustments.  Senator Schwank 
noted the need to remain vigilant. 
 
Mr. Waltman stressed the need for the City to find an alternative to replace the $3.3 million in 
Commuter Tax revenue.  He suggested increasing the Local Services Tax.  Ms. Kelleher 
reminded the group that the LST is charged to residents and non-resident workers and 
residents already bear the burden of a 3.6% EIT. 
 
Senator Schwank stated that she serves on the Local Government Committee.  She stated that 
Ms. Kelleher has been very helpful in bringing issues forward.  She stated that due to a 
population increase, Reading is eligible to become a second class city.  She stated that she is 
unfamiliar with the benefits of making that change but stated that she is willing to explore it. 
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Ms. Kelleher suggested allowing second class cities to collect the Payroll Tax (formerly 
referred to as the non-resident EIT). 
 
Mr. Kelly stated that PFM has researched the benefits of becoming a second class city.  He 
stated that there are no financial benefits.  He questioned if the local use of radar would move 
forward.  Senator Schwank stated that this issue is discussed every session but is always 
squashed in the House.  She stated that she is unsure if this would assist with ATV issues. 
 
Mr. Waltman expressed the belief that Reading Police do a great job with ATVs.  He noted the 
need to address loud music, dirt bikes, etc.  He expressed the belief that not addressing these 
items leads to lawlessness. 
 
Ms. Kelleher stated that the Police hope that the video of the ATVs and dirt bikes being 
crushed will help deter this behavior. 
 
Senator Schwank thanked Council for the invitation to attend.  She stated that she appreciates 
their work and that she is proud to represent Reading. 
 
Mr. Waltman noted his hope for updates 2 – 3 times per year. 
 
Mr. Butler questioned the name of the grant used to provide social workers to Reading High.  
Senator Schwank stated that discretionary funds were used from the Dept of Education.  She 
stated that the request came from Dr. Mumin.  She explained that these awards are not 
consistent but that she will keep an eye out for opportunities.  She stated that she has been 
invited to meet with Dr. Murray to continue working with the District.  She stated that she 
recently met with several teachers and their issues are very concerning. 
 
Ms. Cepeda-Freytiz questioned the ability to meet collectively to collaborate – City, District, 
State, and County. 
 
Ms. Kelleher stated that those meetings with the District ended under the prior Administration 
and the pandemic interrupted the others. 
 
Ms. Cepeda-Freytiz requested this be revisited.  Mr. Denbowski stated that he will follow up. 
 
Senator Schwank left the meeting at this time. 
 
Mr. Waltman announced the need for an executive session before the start of the regular 
business meeting. 
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II. Appointments to the Redevelopment Authority 
Mr. Gombar stated that there is one vacancy on the Redevelopment Authority and that in 2020 
the State Legislature amended the law so that Council will now make these appointments.  He 
suggested adding this vacancy to the next Nominations & Appointments agenda.   
 
Mr. Waltman questioned if there was one vacancy.  Ms. Kelleher stated that there is. 
 
Mr. Waltman noted the need to work together.  Mr. Denbowski agreed and questioned if the 
current process of the Mayor’s recommendation on all appointments would apply to the 
Redevelopment Authority as well. 
 
Mr. Waltman stated that Council would be open to candidates brought forward by the Mayor. 
 
Ms. Reed noted the need for the public to understand a clear appointment process.  She noted 
the need to be cautious that there is no favor given or the appearance of favor given to 
candidates.  She expressed the belief that appointments were not done fairly in the past. 
 
Mr. Denbowski stated that Council makes appointments to the Zoning Hearing Board and 
Police and Fire Civil Service Boards but that it has been customary for the Mayor to review 
and recommend all applicants.  He stated that the updated matrix shows that the Mayor will 
recommend all applicants. 
 
Ms. Kelleher stated that the matrix was changed when this Administration began.  She stated 
that the former matrix was divided with some applicants being processed solely by Council 
and others needing the Mayor’s recommendation.  She stated that Council has given this 
Mayor the power to recommend all applicants.  She stated that this also sometimes leads to 
delays in processing applicants. 
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz agreed with Ms. Kelleher and stated that sometimes the 
Nominations & Appointments Committee cannot meet because the Mayor has not processed 
applicants.  She noted the need for all applications to be processed at the same place.  She 
noted the need to follow legal parameters. 
 
Mr. Waltman stated that it is okay for the Mayor to recommend individuals. 
 
Mr. Denbowski questioned the need to change the policy.  He again stated that the governing 
body makes appointments to the Zoning Hearing Board and Police and Fire Civil Service 
Boards. 
 
Mr. Waltman noted the need to revisit this issue. 
 
Ms. Cepeda-Freytiz noted the need to follow the legal process.  She encouraged all interested 
in serving to apply through the City’s website. 
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Mr. Waltman requested adding this issue to a Committee of the Whole agenda. 
 
Ms. Reed stated that in the past, Council also interviewed and confirmed applicants to the 
Parking Authority since parking is such a sensitive issue. 
 
The Reading Eagle rep disconnected from the meeting at this time. 
 
III. Containing Charter Board Costs 
Mr. Gombar stated that there is nothing new to report as he and Mr. Lachat are still working 
on this. 
 
Mr. Waltman questioned if an update would be prepared in two weeks.  Mr. Lachat stated that 
a draft should be ready for circulation in two weeks. 
 
Mr. Waltman noted the need to highlight the changes.  Mr. Lachat agreed. 
 
IV. Agenda Review 
Mr. Waltman stated that Ms. Cepeda-Freytiz would chair this evening’s meeting and will be 
leading the agenda review portion of the meeting.  Ms. Cepeda-Freytiz stated that she is 
honored to do so.   
 
Council reviewed this evening’s agenda including the following: 
 

• Commendation recognizing Jamilah Kebbay 
 
Ms. Cepeda-Freytiz stated that this is Dr. Betts’s daughter who has written a book.  Ms. 
Goodman-Hinnershitz stated that she will read the commendation. 
 

• Award of Contract to Simone and Collins Inc to develop an Active Transportation Plan 
at the cost of $49,998 to provide suggestions for creating a more integrated and 
equitable road network that balances livability with regional connections in downtown 
Reading and other corridors 

 
Mr. Kelly stated that this Plan will build on the Downtown Plus Plan.  He noted the need to 
adopt an Active Transportation Plan to be eligible for grant funding.  He explained that some 
of the items in the Plan may include pedestrian crossing signals, bike lanes and raised 
crosswalks.   
 
Ms. Cepeda-Freytiz questioned if this is to do a study or to create a Plan.  Mr. Kelly stated that 
it will create a Plan. 
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Ms. Rodriguez questioned if the Plan would be paid from the general fund.  Mr. Kelly stated 
that this is explained in the agenda memo and would be a combination of CDBG and grant 
funds. 
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz stated that the City has worked with this firm in the past and they 
have a good track record.  She thanked the Administration for bringing this issue forward. 
 

• Award of Contract to The Warko Group at the cost of $668,200 to upgrade the 
mechanicals at the Reading Public Library 

 
Mr. Denbowski stated that this will address the Library’s HVAC system to ensure there is air 
conditioning this summer. 
 

• Award of Contract to A J Jurich at the cost of $482,250 for the removal and replacement 
of an existing section of storm water outfall pipe to be completed in accordance with the 
approved Erosion and Sediment Pollution Control Plan for the Schuylkill River 

 
Mr. Denbowski stated that this outfall is located near Canal St.  He stated that there is major 
erosion and the pipe needs to be replaced and the soil addressed.  He stated that the pipe is 
currently exposed.  He stated that he will provide photographs to Council. (Note: Mr. Zeiber 
provided photos to Council via email.) 
 
Ms. Reed questioned if the force main is nearby.  Mr. Denbowski stated that it is. 
 
Ms. Reed questioned if the problems at the outfall were created by work on the force main 
construction.  Mr. Denbowski stated that the problems at the outfall were a result of an act of 
nature. 
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz stated that she can see the enormous amount of storm water that 
travels to this outfall. 
 

• Award of Contract to Telco Inc at the cost of $258,447 for traffic signal improvements at 
five intersections that require various traffic signal items to be installed, replaced, and / 
or upgraded 

 
Ms. Ventura questioned the location of the five intersections.  Mr. Denbowski stated that the 
locations are 4th & Penn, 4th & Court, 3rd & Buttonwood, 5th & Bern and Centre Ave & Windsor 
St.  He stated that the work is caused by equipment being damaged or knocked down by 
drivers. 
 

• Ordinance approving the settlement agreement pertaining to the outstanding loans 
related to the Book Bindery Building at 148 N 4th St 
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Mr. Waltman suggested withdrawing this ordinance entirely.  This issue will be discussed 
further at the close of this Committee of the Whole. 
 

• Ordinance amending Code Chapter 576 Vehicles and Traffic Section 420 Parking 
Against the Traffic Flow by exempting vehicles parked in violation of this section due to 
winter weather conditions 

 
Mr. Waltman noted the need to review this issue with the Parking Authority.  He suggested 
that it remain tabled. 
 
Ms. Ventura questioned if this would apply to a specific area or anywhere in the City.  Ms. 
Kelleher stated that she wrote it to apply anywhere in the City but that the East Reading 
neighborhoods are most affected.  She stated that their streets are steeply sloped and are the 
last area of Reading to be plowed. 
 
Mr. Waltman noted the need to tie this to weather emergencies.   
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz stated that weather emergencies are rare but the problems occur 
when snow and ice is on the hilly streets.  She stated that she is ready to vote on this issue. 
 
Mr. Waltman noted the need for better definition to avoid too much wiggle room. 
 
Ms. Ventura stated that the amendment already states during winter weather only. 
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz stated that she will not vote to table this again.  She noted the need 
not to micromanage microclimates.  She stated that the higher elevations in East Reading 
combined with the steep slopes make these streets problematic very quickly.  She stated that 
conditions become very difficult very quickly. 
 
Police Chief Tornielli stated that the streets become icy very quickly and agreed that this is 
needed more often than weather emergencies are called.  He stated that generally weather 
emergencies are called only when there will be a foot of snow or more expected.  He agreed 
that these streets become dangerous and this should not require a weather emergency.  He 
stated that continuing to enforce this during weather events will cause many problems for 
residents.   
 
Mr. Waltman noted the need for fairness and suggested a 24 hour timeline.  He noted the need 
to not create bad habits.  He stated that parking is always challenging in East Reading and that 
residents may park against the flow of traffic all the time. 
 
Ms. Kelleher reminded Council that this fine has been increased to $100 and asked Council to 
consider that as well. 
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• Ordinance amending the City Code, Administration Code Section 5-215 Council 
Districts, as recommended by the Redistricting Advisory Commission 

 
Ms. Cepeda-Freytiz reminded all that Council heard a presentation from the Commission and 
a public hearing was held. 
 

• Ordinance amending the 2022 Human Relations budget by adding a $250,000 ARPA 
allocation for rental and utility assistance 

 
Mr. Waltman expressed the belief that this would be a good use of funds.   
 
Ms. Rodriguez stated that the City was awarded $2.2 million in rental and utility assistance 
and that $1.2 million remains available.  She suggested that ARPA funds not be used since 
there is ample funding available at this time. 
 
Mr. Denbowski stated that there are delays when drawing down the funds and a quicker 
payment time is needed.  He stated that having ARPA funding available is more flexible.  He 
stated that ARPA funds will be used initially to pay the landlord and then be reimbursed by 
CD funds. 
 
Ms. Rodriguez noted the need for all to be aware of the non-ARPA funding that is available.  
She stated that if it is not spent it will be lost.   
 
Ms. Cepeda-Freytiz questioned the process and the turnaround time to process the 
applications.  Mr. Denbowski stated that delays are caused as CD determines who is eligible 
for funding.  Mr. Kelly stated that the flexibility is the key as the draw down takes much 
longer. 
 
Mr. Abodalo joined the meeting in person. 
 
Mr. Kelly stated that evictions require a more immediate response to keep people in their 
homes. 
 
Ms. Cepeda-Freytiz questioned if the funds are paid directly to the landlord.  Mr. Kelly stated 
that they are. 
 
Mr. Butler questioned the need for additional funding since $1.2 million remains in this 
program.  Ms. Rodriguez explained that the City was awarded $2.2 million in federal 
assistance in 2020.  She noted the need to spend these funds and noted that $1.2 million is 
unspent. 
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Mr. Butler questioned the deadline to spend the $1.2 million.  Ms. Rodriguez stated that these 
funds must be spent by Sept 2022.  She stated that HUD may extend the deadline but that is 
not yet clear. 
 
Mr. Denbowski expressed the belief that the need is there. 
 
Mr. Abodalo stated that the City received several HUD grants for ESG and COVID specific 
funds.  He stated that the COVID specific funds cannot be used for purposes other than items 
that are COVID related.  He noted the need to designate the funds by July 2022 and to spend 
them by Sept 2023.  He stated that the ARPA funds will expedite the process. 
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz stated that Ms. Rodriguez feels that the other funds should be 
spent down first and that Mr. Abodalo feels the funds will be spent down and that additional 
funds will be needed. 
 
Mr. Abodalo agreed with Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz.  He stated that ARPA funds can be used 
more quickly to prevent evictions and the COVID funds would reimburse the ARPA funds.  
He stated that as COVID is easing, these funds can be used on other COVID related projects 
including air conditioning or mechanical systems.  He stated that the funds can be used at a 
fire station but not at City Hall. 
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz questioned if a regular process is used to monitor the drawdown of 
funds.  Mr. Abodalo stated that there is a regular process. 
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz questioned if the Auditor is aware of all this information.  Mr. 
Abodalo stated that he has provided Ms. Rodriguez with all the necessary information. 
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz expressed the belief that this is a very tricky process and noted the 
need to ensure that it is done timely.  She stated that she is satisfied with the information 
provided but that it can be very confusing. 
 
Mr. Butler questioned if using the ARPA funds was faster.  Mr. Kelly stated that it is. 
 
Ms. Rodriguez agreed but noted the need to spend the funds by the deadline or they will be 
lost. 
 
Mr. Kelly explained that the $1.2 million is a line of credit and the ARPA funding will act as a 
buffer. 
 

• Ordinance amending City Code Section 576-502, Parking Zones Established; Traffic 
Control to remove metered parking on the 100, 200, and 300 blocks of N 9th St 
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Ms. Ventura stated that she is undecided on this issue.  She noted her understanding of the 
need for parking for residents and questioned if there were enough businesses in these blocks 
to necessitate meters.  Mr. Denbowski stated that there are businesses but that there was an 
influx of resident complaints after the meters were installed.  He stated that the Mayor 
examined the neighborhood and determined that most of the businesses were pedestrian 
based.  He stated that the residents were impacted more by the meters than the benefit to the 
businesses. 
 

• Ordinance amending City Code Section 576-493 Parking Prohibited in Certain Areas by 
requiring parking stalls on City streets and requiring that vehicles be parked between 
the stall lines with no portion of the vehicle located on or over a line occupying more 
than one parking space at any time 

 
Ms. Kelleher stated that this ordinance can be replaced by Resolution D establishing a pilot 
program.  She suggested that this ordinance be withdrawn until after the pilot program has 
been evaluated. 
 
Mr. Waltman questioned if the pilot area has been designated.   
 
Mr. Denbowski suggested that this be tabled until after discussions with the Parking Authority 
occur. 
 
Ms. Kelleher suggested withdrawing the ordinance and tabling the resolution. 
 
Ms. Cepeda-Freytiz questioned when the Parking Authority would be attending a meeting.  
Ms. Kelleher stated that arrangements were made for April 11. 
 

• Ordinance amending the 2022 Fund 43 City Facilities Construction Fund Budget by 
providing $400,000 for the sidewalk replacement program.   

 
Mr. Kelly explained that this is not additional funding but creates the line item to allow the 
spending to occur.  He stated that this will allow the program to begin. 
 

• Ordinance authorizing the Mayor to accept land donated by the Honorable Arthur and 
Louise Grim at 2049 Hessian Blvd and conveying a City-owned undeveloped parcel on 
New Holland Rd to Berks Nature 

 
Mr. Denbowski stated that Berks Nature will make a presentation at the next Committee of the 
Whole meeting.  Ms. Kelleher clarified that this presentation is scheduled for April 11. 
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz stated that she has spoken with Judge Grim about the parcel 
located near Mineral Spring Park. 
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• Ordinance amending by eliminating City Code Chapter 23, Part 2 Penn Square 
Commission, Chapter 396 Parks, Part 2 Penn Square and the permitting process which 
is inconsistent with Chapter 576 and reserving Part 2 for future use 

 
Mr. Lachat stated that these sections are no longer in effect.  He stated that this is necessary to 
assist with the special event permit process and will clean up the Code. 
 
Ms. Cepeda-Freytiz questioned if the Commission only covers Penn St.  Mr. Lachat stated that 
it is a much larger area and has not been in effect since before DID was originally established. 
 
Mr. Denbowski stated that the special event permit process amendment will be introduced on 
April 11. 
 

• Resolution appointing Susan Williams to the Charter Board 
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz stated that Ms. Williams served on this Board in the past and is 
now willing to return. 
 

• Resolution confirming the appointment of Christopher Geltz as Chief Building Official 
for the City of Reading 

 
Ms. Cepeda-Freytiz stated that she has heard positive things about Mr. Geltz. 
 
V. Other Matters 
 

• 5th & Douglass Sts 
Ms. Cepeda-Freytiz stated that this is a very dangerous intersection.  She questioned how 
safety can be improved.  Mr. Denbowski stated that he is currently working with the City 
engineer to determine if enhancements are possible.  He stated that he is also working on 
installing a stop sign at 13th & Pike Sts. 
 
Ms. Reed noted the need to work with PennDOT and RATS on signals / signs for the State 
highway roads.  She stated that they are willing to work with the City and noted the need to 
send them a letter or email.  She noted the need for traffic and engineering studies and stated 
that this is a complicated process. 
 
Mr. Waltman stated that he has been trying to get improvements at 5th & Douglass and 5th & 
Oley and that 3 – 4 studies have already been done.  He stated that the intersections never 
qualify for improvements.  He stated that parking has been reduced at these intersections to 
increase line of sight but that they are still dangerous.  He noted his hope that RATS can assist. 
 

• Enforcement of Noise Regulations 
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Ms. Cepeda-Freytiz questioned how residents can address this issue.  Chief Tornielli stated 
that if it is a home with loud music residents should call the non-emergency police line.  He 
stated that if the music can be heard by the responding officer a citation will be issued.  If the 
music cannot be heard by the responding officer, two witnesses are needed in order to issue a 
citation.  He stated that warnings are often given.  He stated that there is no time limit to the 
loud noise as long as it crosses the property line.  He stated that if the home is a rental a DCR 
can be issued and after two DCRs, eviction proceedings can begin. 
 
Ms. Cepeda-Freytiz questioned how to address loud music in cars.  Chief Tornielli stated that 
the same process is used and citation is based on the officer hearing the music from outside of 
the vehicle. 
 
Ms. Cepeda-Freytiz questioned if residents can provide information for the Police to 
investigate.  Chief Tornielli stated that they can. 
 
Ms. Cepeda-Freytiz questioned if there is an anonymous site for residents to submit photos 
and information. Chief Tornielli stated that the portal to report ATVs and dirt bikes was very 
successful.  He stated that information can be reported through iRequest and he will look into 
a new reporting portal. 
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz stated that the Council Office created a flyer about noise that can 
be distributed in problem areas.  She stated that this was used successfully by community 
groups in District 2.  (Note: this flyer is still available for use.)  She suggested that Reading explore 
some of the gun programs used in Philadelphia.  Chief Tornielli stated that he will explore 
Philadelphia’s programs. 
 
VI. Executive Session 
Mr. Waltman announced that Council will be entering executive session to discuss real estate.  
The six members of Council, Ms. Kelleher, Ms. Smith, Mr. Gombar, Mr. Lachat and Mr. 
Denbowski remained in the meeting. 
 
Council entered executive session at 6:50 pm. 
 
The executive session ended and the meeting adjourned at 7:09 pm. 
 

Respectfully Submitted by 
Linda A. Kelleher, CMC, City Clerk 

 


